
Predatory Publishers
Jennifer Herron

January 10, 2018

https://transportation.libguides.com/TLR 
Audio call-in number: 877-336-1274; Access code: 5759713 

https://transportation.libguides.com/TLR


Jennifer Herron, MLIS



Overview - Takeaways

• Understand what makes a publisher predatory.

• Know the different types of predatory publishers.

• Recognize the problems predatory publishers can cause for legitimate journals, authors 
and researchers.

• Identify resources for evaluating journals.

• Understand how to review journals’ websites and use a checklist for personal evaluation. 

Raised awareness of predatory publishers.



Background
• Former Health Sciences/Medical Librarian

• Started as Transportation Librarian in 2018

• Path to Predatory Publishers
•  “Predatory Apps” (bogus medical/health apps)

Tactic – ask the experts



What’s in a name?

Predatory? Not always  
(Beall’s appeals)

Predatory? 
Fake?

Misleading?



Predatory Publishers: 
Intentions Matter

• Oblivious Offender
• Phisher
• Hijacker



Oblivious Offender
Unaware of problems.

Think they are doing the right thing.

New journals, good intentions.

Would appeal and make changes.



Phisher

Not always like the Phishing email scams

Trying to pull in new authors/contributors 
(New journal)

Might mean well (Oblivious Offender)

Might even be a legitimate journal



Hijacker

Domain names expire – they take over

Either copy names or very similar name

“Knock-off” journals

More predatory because they are trying to 
trick authors into thinking they are the 

credible journal. 







Hijacked





Publication Ethics

Instructions for Authors



Abstracted and Indexed

– Problem of Hijacked 
Journals – 

Good research might be 
lost due to journal’s 

reputation. 



Authors’ 
Intentions? 

- Unaware it is hijacked?
- Expedite publication? 

 - (Avoid review?)
- Boost esteem?

- Avoid publication fees? 





Think. Check. Submit.

Directory of Open Access Journals - https://doaj.org/
 
Beall’s List - https://beallslist.weebly.com/ 

ThinkCheckSubmit - https://thinkchecksubmit.org/ 

https://doaj.org/
https://beallslist.weebly.com/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Impact on Researchers





Dr. Togias made "a good-faith effort" to 
research a drug’s adverse effects.

“one contemporary textbook” 

PubMed ( = TRID)

Google

Yahoo

LookSmart

GoTo.com

2001





John Hopkins’ Tragedy: 
Could Librarians Have Prevented a Death?



What if…

Used findings from research in a Predatory Journal…

 How trustworthy is the data? 
  - Biased? Made up? Skewed? Misleading?

  Credible journals = higher confidence level

Dr. Togias missed crucial research but what if…









Research Integrity – why do we care?
Why peer-review? 
 Remember Dr. Vaucher…
 Researchers want their work questioned
  - Peer review acts as a quality assurance tester
   - “Scrutinizing Science”

   



“Stop the Rot”

Ethics committee – work with librarians before publishing. 

Systematic Reviews: More publishers requiring librarian on team.
• Search credibility – appropriate resources, using appropriate strategy

• Higher level evidence = more at stake

Citing predatory publishers
• Fans the flames
• Gives them credibility
• Damage reputations



Predatory Publishers



A “Grain of Salt”

Not everything is black and white
• Predatory publishers can fall into a gray-zone 

Personal Judgement and Professional Advice



Spot the Difference?

Results from both will appear in Google

Journal of Geotechnical and 
Transportation Engineering

Journal of Geotechnical and 
Geoenvironmental Engineering

One is peer-reviewedOne is pre-reviewed

One has a Scimago Journal 
Ranking of 2.42

One isn’t listed on Scimago

One includes a Pricing Table for 
Publishing

One includes an Editorial 
Manager for Publishing



Journal of Geotechnical and 
Geoenvironmental Engineering







Journal of Geotechnical and 
Transportation Engineering













From the About page





Dive Deeper
• Search databases you trust and see if you can find the article.
• Review the authors. 
• Similar publications elsewhere?













Checklist

Review journal website
Webpages - About the journal, Aims, Scope, Editorial Process – 

Do they make sense? Lacking information? Something not quite right?
Location – does it exist? (Google Earth)

Check TRID for journal
Review author(s)

Personal judgement – how does the journal make you feel? 
- Suspicious? Content? Dig a little deeper if you feel uncertain.



Levels of Credibility 

Reputable Journals 
(Indexed in TRID or other 

trusted resource)

Journals not found in 
trusted resource, but 

appears in DOAJ

Non-DOAJ Journals 



“A recipe for frog soup”



Predatory Conferences, 
Organizations/Associations



Be wary of clicking links!













How would you feel about this event?



Baltic Conference Series, today



Predatory Publishers – What can we do?

Boils down to: Information and Digital Literacy 

• Increase/Enhance Searching Skills 
• Promote Awareness
• Service Offering 



Questions, concerns, 
feelings?

Jennifer Herron
herronj1@michigan.gov

@jendotlib 

mailto:herronj1@michigan.gov


Dr. Vaucher’s Story: 
https://www.wired.com/2016/09/ftc-cracking-predatory-science-journals/ 

Scrutinizing Science:
https://undsci.berkeley.edu/article/howscienceworks_16

Could Librarians Have Prevented a Death:
http://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/NewsBreaks/Johns-Hopkins-Tragedy-
Could-Librarians-Have-Prevented-a-Death-17534.asp 

Stop the Rot:
https://www.nature.com/news/stop-this-waste-of-people-animals-and-
money-1.22554 
 

https://www.wired.com/2016/09/ftc-cracking-predatory-science-journals/
https://undsci.berkeley.edu/article/howscienceworks_16
http://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/NewsBreaks/Johns-Hopkins-Tragedy-Could-Librarians-Have-Prevented-a-Death-17534.asp
http://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/NewsBreaks/Johns-Hopkins-Tragedy-Could-Librarians-Have-Prevented-a-Death-17534.asp
https://www.nature.com/news/stop-this-waste-of-people-animals-and-money-1.22554
https://www.nature.com/news/stop-this-waste-of-people-animals-and-money-1.22554


Thank you for attending!

For Past Episodes, Visit the TLR Archive at: 
https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/browse/collections   

https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/browse/collections
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