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that the newly required data be retained 
for 1 hour, as opposed to the 25-hour 
retention requirement for data that was 
required under S 121.343(a) U > . A l 
though a 1-hour retention requirement 
was adopted, the preamble to the Amend
ment indicated that due to the current 
and expected state of the art a 35-hour 
retention requirement for the newly re
quired data would, if feasible, be the 
subject of further rule-making action. 
Based on Notice 70-46, this amendment 
completes that rule making and adopts 
a 25-hour retention requirement for the 
new data as prescribed in S 121543(a) 

( 2 ) . 

The one commentator who objected to 
the notice, did so on the basis of lan
guage in the preamble which Indicated 
that in the case of feuseable magnetic 
tape, the recorder would have to have a 
capacity greater than 25 hours in order 
to meet the 25-hour retention require
ment and still permit testing without re
moval of tape. T h e commentator stated 
that the majority of recorders being 
manufactured today are limited to a 25-
hour data retention capacity, and thus 
the 25-hour retention requirement would 
preclude testing of the flight recorder or 
flight recorder system without removing 
the tape or erasing part of the informa
tion recorded on it. Accordingly, it was 
recommended that up to 15 hours of tape 
time be permitted to be expended for test 
purposes. 

The F A A agrees with this comment to 
the extent that a reasonable amount of 
test time Is necessary in order to insure 
an effective recorder system. However, 
the agency does not agree that the 15 
hours recommended is reasonable, be
cause 10 hours of taped information will 
not yield sufficient operating history for 
the airplane for the purpose of accident 
investigation. After examining the cur
rent flight recorder technology and ob
taining the views of recorder manufac
turers, the F A A has determined that a 
total of l hour of tape time is reasonable 

and sufficient for the purpose of testing 
the flight recorder or flight recorder sys
tem without removing the tape. I n ad
dition, as pointed out by the commen
tator, its objection relates as well to t h e 
current 25-hour retention requirement 

for data prescribed in 1 121 .343(a) (1) . 
Accordingly, the provision for up to 1 
hour of tape time for testing is made ap
plicable to this data as well. 

Interested persons have been given an 
opportunity to participate in the mak
i n g of this amendment, a n d due consid
eration b a a been given to all relevant 
rnnttitf presented. 

I n consideration of t he foregoing, 
paragraph (c) of f 121.343 of t he Fed
eral Aviation Regulation* is amended, ef
fective January 10, 1972, to read as 
follows: 

S 121-343 Flight record*™. 

• • • • • 
(c) Except as provided in paragraph 

(d> of this section, and except for re
corded data erased as authorized in this 
paragraph, each certificate holder shall 
keep the recorded data prescribed in 
paragraph (a) of tins section until the 
airplane has been operated for at least 
25 hours of the operating time specified 
in 1121.359(a). A total of 1 hour of re
corded data may be erased for the pur
pose of testing the flight recorder or the 
flight recorder system. Any erasure made 
in accordance with this paragraph must 
be of t he oldest recorded data accumu
lated a t the time of testing. Except as 
provided In paragraph (d) of this sec
tion, no record need be kept more than 
60 days. 

• * • » • 
(Seem. 813(a), 801. 604, Federal Aviation Act 

of 1966, » UJ&.0. 13M(a) , 1431, 1494; Sea 9 
(o). Department of TnuuDortattoa Act, 49 
U.S.O. 1866(e)) 

Issued in Washington, D . C , on Decem
ber 3, 1971. 

J. B . SHAVI-KB, 
Administrator. 
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Retention of Flight Recorder Data 

The purpose of this amendment to 
Part 121 of the Federal Aviation Regula
tions Is to increase the retention period 
for certain flight recorder data from 1 
hour t o s 2 8 hours, and to permit 1 h o w 
of the required 25 hours to be used for 
test purposes. The amendment is also 
applicable to air taxi operations using 
large aircraft as provided in ! 135.2, 

This amendment Is based on a notice 
of proposed rule making. Notice No. 7 0 -
48, published In the FEDERAL REGISTER on 

November 7, 1970 (35 P . R . 17193). Al l 
but one of the four public comments 
received were in favor of the proposal. 
Based in part a n the points raised by 
the dissenting commentator, minor 
changes have been made in the amend* 
ment as proposed. 

Amendment 121-66 (effective Septem
ber 18, 1970, 35 F . R . 13191) amended 
S 121.343 to require that additional flight 
recorder data be recorded on board large 
turbine engine powered airplanes type 
certificated after September 30, 1960, 
and for all other large airplanes type 
certificated after September 30, 1969, for 
operation above 25,000 feet. As a part of 
that addition, the amendment required 


