Title 14—AERONAUTICS
AND SPACE

Chapter —Federal Aviation Adminis-
trafion, Department of Transportation
[Docket No. 10745; Amdt. Noa. 26-28, 131-77]

PART 25—AIRWORTHINESS STAND-
ARDS: TRANSPORT CATEGORY
AIRPLANES :

PART 121—CERTIFICATION AND OP-
ERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND
SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND
COMMERCIAL OPERATORS OF
LARGE AJRCRAFT

Emergency Slide Lighting

The purpose of these amendments to
Parts 25 and 121 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations 1s to exclude from the emer-
gency lighting operating reguirements,
emergency slide lghting systems that
serve only one assist means, are inde-
pendent of the airplane’s emergency
lighting system, and are automatically
activated when the slide Is deployed.

These amendments were proposed in
Notice 70-48 issued on December 18,
1970, and published in the FrperaL Reg-
ISTER (35 F.R. 2500, on December 25,
1870,

Parts 123 and 135 of the Pederal Avia-
tion Regulations require compliance
with the emergency lighting operating
requirements of § 121.310(d). Therefore,
these amendments apply to air travel
clubs conducting operations under Part
123 and Part 135 certificate holders using
large, passenger-carrying eirplanes,

Two of the comments received to No-
tice 70-48 contained unqualified support
for the propoesal, and another suggested
that the proposal would not increase the
level of safety above that provided by
the present regulations. The mgency is
of the opinion, however, that the regu-
lations must be responsive to improve-
ments in technology and should not
exclude those developments which pro-
vide at least a level of safely equivalent
to that now required.

Another comment suggested that

slide-illuminating lights be mounted ¢n .

the airplane external to the slide, and
connected so that they can be used to
illuminate the area below the associated
exit should the slide fall to deploy. Since
this recommendation is outside the
scope of the proposal, it cannot be in-
cluded in this regulatory action.

One comment noted that the proposal

" makes no provision for manual activa-

tion of the lights and stated that this
would not allow & backup for the auto-
matic activation, nor aliow the system

- to be checked by & erewmember prior to

flight, The FAA belleves thaet since the
slide lighting sysiems covered by the
amendment are periodically checked
and maintained, they provide an sde-
quate level of safety without provisions
for menual activation. However, If gerv-
ice experience should indicate otherwise,
further regulatory action will be taken.
In this connection, it should be pointed
out that the amendments do not pro-
hibit the use of slide lighting systems
which provide both manual aciivation
and automatic activation upon deploy-
ment.

Two of the comments received point
out that the FAA has approved at least
one slide lighting system that is activated
automatically upon deployment in which
both the light and power source are
mounted on the exit door, external to the
glide, The commentators suggest that
while this system is not “whoily con-
tained” In the slide as that term ig used
in the notice, the system does satisfy the
intent of the proposal, and should be au-
thorized by the regulations.

The FAA agrees that the glide lighting
systems Proposed to be excepted need not
be wholly contained, but they must serve
one slide only, be independent of the air-
plane’s main emergency lighting system,
and be automatically activated when the
slide is deployed. Accordingly, the amend-
ments to §§ 25.812(e) and 121.310(d) are
changed from the posél in the notice
to reflect this means of compliance, Con-
sistent with these changes, §25.812(g)
(2) is also amended to achieve con~
sistency within the regulations.

Interested parties have been given an
obportunity to participate in the making
of these amendiments, and due considera-
tion has been given to all comments re-
ceived. Bince the changes made by this
amendment to the wording of the pro-

posal in notice 70-48 are minor in nature

and impose no additional burden on any
person, I find that further notice and
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publie brocedure relating to them are un-
LeCEssary.

In consideration of the foregolng, and
for the reasons given in Notice 70-48,
Parts 25 and 121 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations are amended, effective Sep-
tember 25, 1971, as follows:

1. The introductory sentences in para-
graphs (e) and (g)¢2) of §35.812 are
amended.respectively to read:

§ 25.812 Emergency lighting.
E ] - " - -

(e} Except for subsystems provided in
accordance with paragraph (g) of this
section that serve no more than ohe gg-
sist means, are independent of the air-
plane’s main emergency lighting system,
angd are automatically activated when
the assist means is deployed, the emer-
gency lighting system must be designed
as follows:

- * + * -

(g) LI I

12) If the emergency lighting subsys-
tem illuminating the assist means serves
no other assist means, is Independent of
the airplane’s main emergency lighting
system, and is automatically activated
when the assizt means is deployed, the
lighting provisions—

* - . * *

2. The introductory sentence to para-
graph (@) of §121.310 is amended to
read:

§ 121.310 Additional emergency equip-
ment.
* L - - L]

{d) Emergency light operation. Ex-
cept for lights forming bart of emer-
geney lighting subsystems provided in
complianca with & 25.812(g) of this
chapter (as prescribed in paregraph (h)
of this section) that serve no more than
one assist means, are independent pf the
alrplane’s main emergency lighting ays-
tems, and are auvtomatically activated

" when the asslst means iz deployed, each

light required by paragraphs (¢} and
(h) of this section must comply with the
Tollowing:

> L] L3 . -
{8ecs, 313(a), 801, 804, Federal Aviation Act
of 1958, 40 U.B.C, 135¢(a), 1421, 1424; sec.
8{c), Department of Transportation Act, 49
U.B8.C. 1666(0))

Issned in Washington, D.C., on August
19, 1971,

J. H. BHAFFER,
Administrator,

(As published in the Federal Register /36 F.R. 168997 on august 26, 1971)
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