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Title 14—AERONAUTICS 
AND SPACE 

Chapter I—Federal Aviat ion Admin i s ­
tration, Department of Transportation 

[Docket No. 10171; Amdts. Nos. 121-74 ; 

PART 121—CERTIFICATION A N D O P ­
ERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, A N D 
SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS A N D 
COMMERCIAL O P E R A T O R S OF 
LARGE AIRCRAFT 

Pilot in C o m m a n d Operat ing 
Experience 

T h e p u r p o s e o f this a m e n d m e n t t o 
Pa r t 121 o f t he Federa l A v i a t i o n R e g u ­
la t ions is t o pe rmi t a c h e c k p i lo t de s ig ­
na t ed as pi lot i n c o m m p n d to o c c u p y an 
observer ' s sea t wh i l e a t rans i t ioning p i lo t 
qua l i fy ing f o r service as p i l o t i n c o m ­
m a n d occup ies a p i lo t s tat ion, If af ter a t 
least two takeoffs and l and ings t he c h e c k 
p i lo t is satisfied tha t the qua l i fy ing p i lo t 
is c o m p e t e n t t o p e r f o r m t h e dut ies o f a 
p i lo t In c o m m a n d . T h e a m e n d m e n t Is a lso 
app l i cab le t o a i r taxi ope ra t ions using 
l a rge a i rcraf t , as p r o v i d e d i n § 135.2. 

T h i s a m e n d m e n t is based o n a no t i ce o f 
p r o p o s e d rule mak ing , No t i ce 70-36 , p u b ­
l ished in the FEDERAL REGISTER o n S e p ­
t e m b e r 15, 1970 (35 P .R . 14463) . F o u r 
c o m m e n t a t o r s r e s p o n d e d t o t h e n o t i c e 
a n d thei r v iews, as wel l as t he response 
o f the P A A there to , a r e d iscussed b e l o w . 

A s s ta ted in t he no t ice , this a m e n d ­
m e n t is b a s e d o n a pe t i t i on f o r ru le m a k ­
ing submi t ted b y Uni t ed Ai r Lines , I n c . 
( U n i t e d ) , reques t ing an a m e n d m e n t t o 
5 121.434 to give c h e c k pi lo ts grea ter d i s ­
c r e t i o n i n t he se lec t ion o f the seat to be 
o c c u p i e d b y t h e m dur ing thei r superv i ­
s ion o f air ca r r ie r p i lo t s acqu i r ing ini t ial 
ope ra tng e x p e r e n c e . A s a result of t he 
F A A e x a m i n a t i o n o f t he pe t i t i on a n d 
re levan t safe ty cons ide ra t ions , t he 
a g e n c y deve loped t he p roposa l s w h i c h 
m a k e u p t he subs tance o f this 
a m e n d m e n t . 

T h o s e c o m m e n t a t o r s o p p o s e d t o t he 
n o t i c e r e c o m m e n d e d tha t c h e c k p i lo t d i s ­
c r e t i o n shou ld e x t e n d b e y o n d the t ransi ­
t i o n s i tua t ion t o e n c o m p a s s in i t ia l ly 
qua l i fy ing p i lo t s i n c o m m a n d a n d s e c o n d 
i n c o m m a n d p i lo t s upg rad ing t o p i l o t In 
c o m m a n d . T h e s e c o m m e n t a t o r s d i s ­
ag reed wi th t he P A A ra t iona le l imi t ing 
c h e c k p i lo t d i s c r e t i on to t he t rans i t ion­
i n g s i tuat ion, n a m e l y tha t In t he init ial 
a n d u p g r a d i n g s i tua t ions a p i l o t will n o t 
h a v e been e x p o s e d to the o p e r a t i n g e n ­
v i r o n m e n t o f a p i l o t i n c o m m a n d of a 
Pa r t 121 ope ra t i on . I t was thei r o p i n i o n 
tha t i n a s m u c h as p i lo ts i n t he init ial 
and upgrade s i tua t ion wi l l h a v e rece ived 
thei r necessa ry ra t ings a n d p i l o t - i n -
c o m m a n d t ra in ing b e f o r e t he ope ra t ing 
expe r i ence phase , t h e y wi l l h a v e suffi­

c i en t k n o w l e d g e of , a n d t he abil i ty t o 
p e r f o r m , t he responsibi l i t ies o f t he p o s i ­
t i o n and that the c h e c k pi lo t , w i th h is 
exper t i se , will b e ab le to de t e rmine 
w h e t h e r the qua l i fy ing p i l o t shou ld b e 
a l l o w e d t o o c c u p y a p i l o t s ta t ion . 

W e c o n s i d e r this a r g u m e n t t o b e o n l y 
par t ia l ly val id, f o r unt i l a p i l o t ha s e x ­
p e r i e n c e d the e n v i r o n m e n t o f a p i lo t i n 
c o m m a n d i n l ine ope ra t i ons f o r t he 
l e n g t h o f t ime presc r ibed b y 5 121.434, 
-we ques t ion w h e t h e r h e h a s sufficient 
t ra in ing t o adequa te ly a s sume the r e ­
sponsibi l i t ies o f a p i lo t In c o m m a n d i n 
P a r t 121 opera t ions . I t was for this r e a ­
s o n t h a t the p roposa l s i n t he n o t i c e e x ­
t ended o n l y t o p i lo ts i n c o m m a n d of o n e 
a i rp lane wi th in a g r o u p t rans i t ion ing t o 
a n o t h e r a i rp lane of the s a m e g r o u p . 

I n fur ther s u p p o r t o f . b r o a d c h e c k 
p i lo t d i sc re t ion i n d e t e r m i n i n g w h e n a 
p i l o t is capab le o f o c c u p y i n g a p i l o t s t a ­
t ion , several c o m m e n t a t o r s a rgued t h a t 
t he c h e c k p i lo t is In the bes t pos i t i on 
t o de t e rmine w h e n a p i lo t ( w h e t h e r in 
the ini t ial , upg rade , o r t rans i t ion s i tua­
t i o n ) is r eady t o assume c o n t r o l o f t he 
a i rp lane as p i lo t in c o m m a n d . T h e P A A 
recogn izes t he exper t i se o f c h e c k p i lo t s 
to de te rmine the abi l i ty of pUots t o a s ­
s u m e the responsibi l i t ies o f the pos i t ions 
f o r w h i c h they are t ra in ing . H o w e v e r , 
t he a g e n c y does n o t be l ieve tha t t he 
c h e c k p i lo t f unc t i on shou ld b e p e r f o r m e d 
w i t h o u t required s tandards . I n this case , 
t he requ i rements o f cu r r en t § 121.434, 
w i th t he c h a n g e m a d e b y th i s a m e n d ­
m e n t , a re cons ide red necessary t o insure 
the sa fe c o n d u c t of the ope ra t ing e x p e r i ­
ence p h a s e o f p i lo t f l ight t ra in ing . 

O n e c o m m e n t a t o r o b j e c t e d t o t he 
n o t i c e o n t he g r o u n d s tha t i t c o n f u s e d 
t he regu la t ions b y c h a n g i n g t he c l ea r 
l a n g u a g e o f g 121,543, requi r ing tha t e a c h 
f l ight c r e w m e m b e r o n the flight d e c k 
r e m a i n a t h i s s ta t ion, t o inc lude a n e x ­
c e p t i o n cove r ing t h e s i tua t ion w h e r e a 
c h e c k p i lo t o c c u p i e s an observer ' s sea t 
w h i l e t he p i l o t i n c o m m a n d t ra inee h e is 
c h e c k i n g is ob ta in ing h is t rans i t ion n i g h t 
t ra in ing f r o m a p i l o t seat . W e agree tha t 
an a m e n d m e n t t o S 121.543 is u n n e c e s ­
sa ry i n a s m u c h as t he a m e n d m e n t t o 
g 121.434 a d o p t e d here in c lear ly specif ies 
w h e n a c h e c k p i lo t serving as p i lo t i n 
c o m m a n d is au tho r i zed t o o c c u p y an o b ­
server ' s sea t a n d wh i l e o c c u p y i n g t h a t 
sea t h e is cons ide red t o b e a t h i s s ta t ion 
as required by cu r ren t § 121.543. A c c o r d ­
ing ly , the p roposa l t o a m e n d 5 121.543 is 
n o t adop ted . 

, I t shou ld b e n o t e d tha t several c o m ­
m e n t s r ece ived m a d e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
t h a t w e r e b e y o n d the s c o p e o f t he n o t i c e 
and c a n n o t , the re fore , be cons ide red as a 
p a r t o f this ac t ion . Howeve r , t he P A A will 
e x a m i n e these r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d If It 
appea r s tha t t h e y will e n h a n c e t he e f fec ­
t iveness o f t ra in ing w i t h o u t d e r o g a t i n g 
f r o m safety, the a g e n c y will under take 
the necessa ry rule m a k i n g t o i m p l e m e n t 
t h e m . 

S e c t i o n 121.431 is a m e n d e d t o i n c o r ­
p o r a t e i n S u b p a r t O the a i rp lane g r o u p s 

a n d t e rms and def ini t ions p resc r ibed i n 
S u b p a r t N in o r d e r to m a i n t a i n cons i s t ­
e n c y b e t w e e n t he Subpa r t s . T h i s c h a n g e 
is edi tor ia l on ly . 

F ina l ly , a s p r o p o s e d in the N o t i c e , 
S 1 2 1 . 4 3 4 ( b ) ( 3 ) is a m e n d e d to p e r m i t 
ope ra t ing expe r i ence t o b e o b t a i n e d d u r ­
i n g fe r ry f l ights o r p r o v i n g flights in t he 
case o f a i rp lanes n e w to t he cer t i f ica te 
ho lder a n d p r io r t o thei r be ing p laced In 
service . T h i s a m e n d m e n t is m a d e t o assist 
cer t i f icate ho lde r s In t he qual i f icat ion o f 
t h e ini t ial p i lo t i n c o m m a n d o f s u c h 
a i rcraf t . 

I n cons ide ra t ion o f the fo rego ing , Pa r t 
121 o f t he Federa l A v i a t i o n Regu la t ions 
is a m e n d e d , effective July 30, 1971, as 
f o l l o w s : 

1. B y a m e n d i n g § 121.431 t o read as 
f o l l o w s ; 

§ 1 2 1 . 4 3 1 Appl icabi l i ty . 

( a ) T h i s subpar t p rescr ibes c r e w m e m ­
b e r qual i f icat ions f o r all cer t i f icate 
ho lde r s e x c e p t w h e r e o the rwise specif ied. 

( b ) F o r the pu rpose o f this subpar t , 
t he a i rp lane g roups a n d t e rms a n d de f i ­
n i t ions p re sc r ibed i n § 121.400 o f this 
pa r t app ly . 

2. B y a m e n d i n g 5 1 2 1 . 4 3 4 ( b ) ( 3 ) a n d 
a d d i n g a flush p a r a g r a p h a t the end o f 
§ 121.434(c) (1) t o r ead as f o l l o w s : 

§ 1 2 1 . 4 3 4 Opera t ing exper ience . 
• * • • • 

( b ) * • * 
(3) T h e expe r i ence m u s t be acqu i r ed 

i n f l ight du r ing ope ra t i ons u n d e r this 
pa r t . H o w e v e r , i n t he case o f an a i rc raf t 
n o t previous ly used b y the cer t i f icate 
h o l d e r i n ope ra t ions u n d e r this par t , 
ope ra t ing exper ience acqu i r ed in the a i r ­
c ra f t du r ing p r o v i n g flights o r f e r ry 
f l ights m a y b e used t o m e e t this 
r equ i r emen t . 

* * * * * 

( c ) * * * 
( 1 ) * * * 

D u r i n g t he t ime tha t a qua l i fy ing pi lot in 
c o m m a n d is acqu i r ing t he ope ra t ing e x ­
pe r i ence i n this s u b p a r a g r a p h a c h e c k 
p i lo t w h o Is also se rv ing as the p i lo t in 
c o m m a n d m u s t o c c u p y a p i lo t s ta t ion. 
H o w e v e r , In t he case o f a t rans i t ioning 
p i lo t in c o m m a n d the c h e c k p i lo t se rv­
ing as p i l o t i n c o m m a n d m a y o c c u p y the 
observer ' s seat, i f t he t rans i t ion ing pi lot 
has m a d e a t least t w o takeoffs and l a n d ­
ings i n t he type a i rp lane used, a n d has 
sat isfactor i ly demons t r a t ed t o the c h e c k 
p i lo t t ha t h e is qualif ied t o p e r f o r m the 
duties o f a p i lo t in c o m m a n d o f tha t t y r e 
o f a i rp lane . 

• • * • • 

(Seca. 313(a) , 601. 604. 607. Federal Aviation 
Act or 1958, 46 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1424, 
1427; sec. 6 ( c ) , Department of Transporta­
t ion Act, 49 U.S.C. 1655(c) ) 

Issued i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , o n June 21, 
1971. 

J . H . SHAFFER, 
Administrator, 

(As published in the Federal Register £ 3 6 F.R. 12284/on June 30 , 1971) 
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