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Title 14—AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE 

Chapter I—Federal Aviation Adminis­
tration, Department of Transportation 

| D o c k e t No. 0548; AMPIIDINCNL N o . 121-52] 
PART 121—CERTIFICATION AND OP­

ERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG AND 
SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND 
COMMERCIAL O P E R A T O R S OF 
LARGE AIRCRAFT 

Deviation From Qualifications 
Requirements for Chief Pilots 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS AMENDMENT TO 
K 121 .6KB) (2) OF THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
REGULATIONS IS TO ALLOW DEVIATION F-OM 
THE REQUIREMENT OF 3 YEARS PILOT-IN-COM­
MAND EXPERIENCE FOR A CHIEF PILOT WHERE 
THE ADMINISTRATOR FINDS THAT THE AP­
PLICANT'S AERONAUTICAL EXPERIENCE IS 
EQUIVALENT TO 3 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AS 
PILOT IN COMMAND OF A LARGE AIRCRAFT WITH 
AN AIR CARRIER OR COMMERCIAL OPERATOR. 
THIS AMENDMENT IS BASED ON A NOTICE OF 
PROPOSED RULE MAKING INOTICE 6 9 - 1 8 ) 
PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER ON 
MAY 1, 1969 (34 F . R . 7 1 7 5 ) . 

THE FAA HAS GRANTED EXEMPTIONS TO 
PERSONS REQUESTING APPROVAL TO SERVE AS 
CHIEF PILOT WHERE IT HAS BEEN SHOWN THAT 
THESE PERSONS HAVE SUFFICIENT AERONAUTI­
CAL AND MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE TO FULFILL 
THE PURPOSE OF THE REGULATION EVEN 
THOUGH THEY DID NOT HAVE THE PILOT-IN-
COMMAND EXPERIENCE REQUIRED IN 5 121.61 
( B ) ( 2 ) . THIS AMENDMENT IMPLEMENTS 
THAT POLICY IN THE FORM OF A RULE. 

THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION ( A L P A ) 
COMMENTED THAT 3 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
AS PILOT IN COMMAND OF A LARGE AIRCRAFT 
WITH AN AIR CARRIER OR COMMERCIAL OPERA­
TOR IS A MINIMAL REQUIREMENT. HOWEVER, 
THE A L P A RECOGR.INED THAT THE TIME FACTOR 
IS A SMALL PART OF THE TOTAL SPECIFICATION 
IMPOSED TO ASSURE A HIGH LEVEL OF SUPER­
VISORY MANAGEMENT COMPETENCE. WHILE 
THE F A A RECOGNIZES THAT EXPERIENCE IS AN 
IMPORTANT FACTOR, IT ALSO RECOGNIZES THAT 
EXPERIENCE MAY BE OBTAINED IN WAYS OTHER 
THAN THOSE REQUIRED UNDER § 121.61. THERE 
ARE MANY OPERATIONS WITH LARGE AIRCRAFT 
IN WHICH POTENTIAL CHIEF PILOTS MAY GAIN 
AERONAUTICAL AND MANAGERIAL EXPERIENCE 
VALUABLE TO AN AIR CARRIER, AND EXERCISE 
THAT EXPERIENCE WITH A CONCOMITANT LEVEL 
OF SAFETY. BECAUSE OF THE UNPRECEDENTED 
DEMAND FOR EXPERIENCED PILOTS, THE F A A 

BELIEVES THAT OTHERWISE QUALIFIED INDIVID­
UALS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO SERVE AS CHIEF 
PILOTS. 

THE AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION CON­
CURRED WITH THE RULE INSOFAR AS IT IS DE­
SIGNED TO RELAX PRESENT REQUIREMENTS, BUT 
REAFFIRMED ITS VIEW THAT IT IS AN IMPROPER 
EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY FOR THE P A A TO SET 
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR MANAGE­
MENT PERSONNEL. THIS VIEW WAS ALSO EX­
PRESSED BY ANOTHER COMMENTATOR WHO 
STATED THAT MANAGEMENT QUALIFICATIONS 
SHOULD BE THE EXCLUSIVE CONCERN OF MAN­
AGEMENT, NOT OF THE F A A . 

THESE VIEWS WERE THOROUGHLY CON­
SIDERED WHEN THE RULE WAS ORIGINALLY 
ADOPTED INTO TIE CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 
DURING THE OVERALL REVISION OF PART 42 IN 
1962 AND 1963, AND THE F A A HAS NOT 
CHANGED ITS POSITION SINCE THEN, EITHER AS 
TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE F A A TO ESTABLISH 
QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, OR AS TO THE 
NEED FOR SUCH REQUIREMENTS. 

THE RULE WAS SUPPORTED BY TWO COM­
MENTATORS WHO EXPRESSED COMPLETE AP­
PRECIATION OF THE MANY POSSIBILITIES 
FOR ACQUIRING THE SKILLS NECESSARY TO 
PERMIT ONE TO SAFELY PERFORM THE FUNCTION 
OF CHIEF PILOT. 

ONE OTHER COMMENT RECEIVED WAS NOT 
CONSIDERED BECAUSE IT WAS OUTSIDE THE 
SCOPE OF THE NOTICE. 

INTERESTED PERSONS HAVE BEEN AFFORDED 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
MAKING OF THIS AMENDMENT, AND DUE CON­
SIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ALL RELEVANT 
MATTER PRESENTED. 

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOREGOING, 
S 121.61(B) (2) OF THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
REGULATIONS IS AMENDED, EFFECTIVE OCTO­
BER 17, 1969, TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

§ 1 2 1 . 6 1 MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL: QUALI­
FICATIONS. 

• * * * * 

(B) * * * 
(2> HAS HAD AT LEAST 3 YEARS OF EX­

PERIENCE AS PILOT IN COMMAND OF A LARGE 
AIRCRAFT WITH AN AIR CARRIER OR COMMEREIAI 
OPERA TOR. HOWEVER, THE ADMINISTRATOR 
MAY GRANT A DEVIATION FROM THE REQUIRE­
MENT OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH IF HE FINDS 
THAT THE PERSON HAS HAD EQUIVALENT 
AERONAUTICAL EXPERIENCE; AND 

* * * * * 
(Sees. 313(A), 601, AND 604, FEDERAL AVIATION 
Act OF 1958. 40 TJ.S.C. 1354(A), 1421, AND 
1424, SEC. 6(C), DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Act, 49 U.S.C. 1655(C) ) 

ISSUED IN WASHINGTON, D.C., ON SEP­
TEMBER 11 , 1969. 

D . D . THOMAS, 
Acting Administrator. 

(As published in the Federal Register 
/34 F.R. 144637 on Sept- 17 f 1969) 


