
Advance copy pending i s s u a n c e of 
change to FAR F a r t 121 

Title 14—AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE 

their airplanes. Many of these flotation 
means were installed before the Issuance 
of a relevant TSO and were not otherwise 
approved. However, even though such 
flotation means were not approved when 
installed. If. the Agency determines tout 
these flotation means are adequate, they 
will be approved. Further, once a flota­
tion means is approved, whether under a 
TSO or otherwise, that approval Is not 
affected by a later TSO, unless the reg­
ulation requiring the approval Is specifi­
cally amended to refer to the later TSO. 

With respect to the latter comment, 
the Agency wishes to make it clear that 
this regulation applies to all airplanes 
operating under Part 121 that take off, 
hold, approach, or land over a body of 
water such as a lake, coastal water, or 
river. The regulation also applies to 
those airplanes operating en route over 
such a body of water. Since most of the 
airplanes operating under Part 121 fly 
over water they will be required to have 
this emergency flotation equipment 
aboard. However, the Agency agrees 
that the regulation should not be ar­
bitrarily applied to a body of water that 
Is of such a size and depth that should 
the flight of an airplane terminate there­
in the use of life preservers or flotation 
means would not be necessary for the 
survival of its occupants. Therefore, in 
the event that an operator Is of the 
opinion that a particular operation may 
be conducted over water without life pre­
servers or flotation means the regula­
tion as adopted further provides that, 
upon proper showing by that operator, 
the Administrator may approve such op­
eration. When such approval has been 
obtained It will be placed in the opera­
tions specifications of the operator con­
cerned. 

Section 121.521(a) Is being amended 
by Inserting the word "flight" before the 
word "crewmember" to correct a typo­
graphical error that occurred in the re­
codification of that section. As amend­
ed, this paragraph is consistent with the 
section heading and with its predecessor. 

CAB section 42.321. 
Interested persons have been afforded 

an opportunity to participate In the mak­
ing of this amendment, and due con­
sideration has been given to all matter 
presented. 

In consideration of the foregoing, and 
for 'the reasons set forth in Notice No. 
65-12, Fart 121 of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations is amended effective Feb­
ruary 27, 1966, as follows: 

1. A new section Is added to follow 
g 121.339 to read as follows: 

§ 121.340 Emergency flotation means, 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(b) of this section, after March 1, 1967, 
no person may operate a large airplane 
In any overwater operation unless it is 
equipped with life preservers in accord­
ance with fi 121.339(a) <1), or with an ap­
proved flotation means for each occu­
pant. This means must be within easy 
reach of each seated occupant and must 
be readily removable from the airplane. 

(b) Upon application by the air car­
rier or commercial operator, the Admin­
istrator may approve the operation of an 
airplane over water without the life 
preservers or flotation means required 
by paragraph (a) of this section, If the 
air carrier or commercial operator shows 
that the water over which the airplane 
is to be operated Is not of such size and 
depth that life preservers or notation 
means would/be required for the survival 
of its occupants in the event the flight 
terminates in that water. 
§ 121.521 [Amended] 

2. P a r a g r a p h (a) of S 121.521 is 
amended by inserting the word "flight" 
after the words "one additional". 
(Sees. 313(a), 601, and 604, Federal Aviation 
Act Of 1 9 6 8 ; 49 U J S . C . 1354, 1421, and 1424) 

Issued In Washington, D.C., on Jan­
uary 21,1966. 

W I L L I A M F . M C K E E , 

Administrator. 

( as p u b l i s h e d i n the F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r / 3 1 F . R . 1146/ on J a n u a r y 28 , 1966) 
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PART 121—CERTIFICATION AND OP-
ERATIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG AND 
SUPPLEMENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND 
COMMERCIAL OPERATORS OF 
LARGE AIRCRAFT 
Emergency Flotation Equipment 

The purpose of this amendment Is to 
require that each large airplane used In 
certain overwater operations under Part 
121 be equipped with either a life pre­
server or some other flotation means 
(such as buoyant seat cushions) for each 
occupant. 

This amendment was originally pro­
posed as a notice of proposed rule making 
issued as Notice No. 65-12 and published 
in the F E D E R A L R E G I S T E R on June 19,1965 
( 3 0 F . R . 7963). 

Most of the written comments that 
were received favored the proposed 
amendment. One comment objected to 
the proposed regulation stating that a 
severe economic burden would be im­
posed on Part 121 operators If this regu­
lation were adopted, as proposed. This 
objection was based upon the assumption 
that the regulation would require those 
operators who had voluntarily equipped 
their aircraft with flotable seat cushions 
to replace them with flotation means that 
meet the requirements of TSO-C72. 
This comment also stated that the words 
"any overwater operation" were inade­
quate, and could lead to misinterpre­
tation. 

With respect to the former comment, 
it is not the intent of this regulation to 
impose any additional burden on those 
Part 121 operators that have voluntarily 
installed adequate flotation means in 


