
D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

FEDERAL A V I A T I O N A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

[DOCKET N O . 1 8 3 1 0 ; A M D T . N O S . 1 2 1 - 1 5 3 AND 
1 2 9 - 1 0 1 

CERTIFICATION A N D O P E R A T I O N S : 

D O M E S T I C , FLAG, A N D S U P P L E M E N T A L AIR 

CARRIERS A N D C O M M E R C I A L O P E R A T O R S OF 

L A R G E AIRCRAFT A N D O P E R A T I O N S OF 

FOREIGN AIR CARRIERS R A D I A T I O N S U R V E Y S 

OF AIRPORT X - R A Y I N S P E C T I O N C A B I N E T S ; 

E X T E N S I O N OF T I M E 

A G E N C Y : FEDERAL A V I A T I O N 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ( F A A ) . D O T . 

A C T I O N : FINAL RULE, 

S U M M A R Y : T H I S A M E N D M E N T CHANGES THE 

REGULATION PERTAINING TO SURVEYS OF 

BAGGAGE X - R A Y INSPECTION C A B I N E T S BY 

EXTENDING THE TIME REQUIRED FOR SUCH 

SURVEYS FROM S I X MONTHS TO ONE YEAR. 

EXPERIENCE HAS S H O W N THAT THE 

RELIABILITY OF THESE DEVICES IS EXCELLENT, 

THE RADIATION H A Z A R D TO E M P L O Y E E S 

NEGLIGIBLE, A N D THE EXTENSION FULLY 

JUSTIFIED, 

D A T E : EFFECTIVE DATE IS O C T O B E R 1 9 . 1 9 7 9 , 

F O R F U R T H E R I N F O R M A T I O N C O N T A C T : 

T H E O P, T S A C O U M I S , TECHNICAL SECURITY 

DIVISION, FEDERAL A V I A T I O N 

ADMINISTRATION, 8 0 0 I N D E P E N D E N C E 

A V E N U E , S . W . , W A S H I N G T O N , D . C , 2 0 5 9 1 : 

TELEPHONE ( 2 0 2 ) 7 5 5 - 8 7 1 5 . 

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y I N F O R M A T I O N : 

B A C K G R O U N D 

O N S E P T E M B E R 1 5 , 1 9 7 8 , THE A I R 

TRANSPORT A S S O C I A T I O N OF A M E R I C A 

( A T A ) PETITIONED THE F A A FOR EXPEDITED 

RULE M A K I N G TO A M E N D PART 1 2 1 OT THE 

FEDERAL A V I A T I O N REGULATIONS ( F A R S ) . B Y 

EXTENDING THE TIME REQUIRED FOR SURVEYS 

OF BAGGAGE X - R A Y INSPECTION CABINETS 

FROM SIX CALENDAR MONTHS TO ONE YEAR. 

O N M A R C H 1 5 , 1 9 7 9 , AFTER REVIEW A N D 

PURSUANT TO THE A T A PETITION, THE F A A 

PUBLISHED A NOTICE OF P R O P O S E D RULE 

M A K I N G ( N O T I C E N O . 7 9 - 5 ) IN THE FEDERAL 

REGISTER ( 4 4 F R 1 5 7 3 2 ) W H I C H P R O P O S E D 

TO A M E N D PARTS 1 2 1 A N D 1 2 9 OF THE F A R S 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE A T A PETITION, 

DISCUSSION 

T H R E E C O M M E N T S WERE RECEIVED IN 

RESPONSE TO THE PETITION. T W O 

COMMENTERS SUPPORTED THE PROPOSAL A N D 

A THIRD COMMENTER STATED THAT THE 

CHANGE SHOULD B E M A D E WITHOUT 

ENDANGERING THE (RAVELING PUBLIC, AIRPORT 

A N D AIRLINE E M P L O Y E E S . T H I S COMMENTER 

UR^ED THE F A A TO STUDY CART-FULLY ALL 

AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON THE AMOUNTS OF 

RADIATION EMITTED B Y X - R A Y INSPECTION 

CABINETS AND A M E N D THE REGULATIONS ONLY 

AFTER A CAREFUL ANALYSIS OF THIS DATA 

INDICATES THAT THE SURVEY TIME CAN B E 

EXTENDED WITHOUT ENDANGERING THE 

TRAVELING PUBLIC, AIRPORT A N D AIRLINE 

E M P L O Y E E S . 

A S STATED IN THE NOTICE, THE F A A 

RECEIVES A C O P Y OF E A C H S I X - M O N T H X - R A Y 

SURVEY. AFTER A N ANALYSIS OF THESE 

RECORDS, IT HAS CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS NO 

EXCESSIVE LEAKAGE E M A N A T I N G FROM THESE 

X - R A Y S , THE RELIABILITY OF THESE DEVICES IS 

EXCELLENT, A N D THE PUBLIC A N D AIRPORT AND 

AIRLINE E M P L O Y E E S WOULD NOT B E 

ENDANGERED B Y AN EXTENSION OF LHE 

SURVEY TIME. 

T H E A M E N D M E N T 

ACCORDINGLY. PARTS 1 2 1 A N D 1 2 9 OF THE 

FEDERAL A V I A T I O N REGULATIONS ( 1 4 C F R 

PARTS 1 2 1 A N D 1 2 9 ) ARE A M E N D E D EFFECTIVE 

OCTOBER 1 9 . 1 9 7 9 , AS FOLLOWS: 

P A R T 1 2 1 — C E R T I F I C A T I O N A N D 

O P E R A T I O N S : D O M E S T I C , F L A G , A N D 

S U P P L E M E N T A L AIR C A R R I E R S A M D 

C O M M E R C I A L O P E R A T O R O F L A R G E 

A I R C R A F T 

§ 1 2 1 . 5 3 8 A [ A M E N D E D 1 

( 1 ) B Y A M E N D I N G PARAGRAPH ( B ) OF 

§ L 2 I . 5 3 8 A B Y DELETING THE N U M B E R " 6 " 

AND SUBSTITUTING THE N U M B E R " 1 2 " IN ITS 

PLACE. 

P A R T 1 2 9 - O P E R A T I O N S O F 

F O R E I G N A I R C A R R I E R S 

§ 1 2 9 . 2 6 [ A M E N D E D ] 

( 2 ) B Y A M E N D I N G PARAGRAPH ( B ) ( 1 ) OF 

1 2 9 . 2 6 B Y DELETING THE N U M B E R " 6 " A N D 

SUBSTITUTING THE N U M B E R " 1 2 " IN ITS PLACE. 

[SEES. 3 1 3 ( A ) , 3 1 5 . 3 1 6 AND.601 OF THE FEDERAL 
AVIATION ACT OF 1 9 5 8 ( 4 9 U . S . C . 1 3 5 4 ( A ) , 1 3 5 6 , 
1 3 5 7 AND 1 4 2 1 ) , AND'SEC. 6 { C ) OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT ( 4 9 U . S . C . 
1 6 5 5 ( C ) ) . 

NOTE.—THE FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINISTRATION HAS DEIERMINED THAI THIS 
DOCUMENT IS NOT SIGNIFICANT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE CRITERIA REQUIRED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER 
1 2 0 4 4 , AND SET FORTH IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION REGULATORY POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, 
FEBRUARY 2 6 , 1 9 7 9 ( 4 4 F R 11034J 

ISSUED IN WASHINGTON. D . C , ON SEPTEMBER 

1 1 . 1 9 7 9 . 

LANGHORNE BOND, 

ADMINISTRATOR. 

|FROOC 79-28B29 FILED 9-19-79,IM| 
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M 

( A s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r ( 4 4 F . R . 5 4 4 6 7 ) o n S e p t e m b e r 2 0 , 1 9 7 9 . ) 


