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ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This rule amends the flight
time limitations pertaining to pilots uti-
lized by flag air carriers who serve with
different flight crews in a calendar
montl,. The FAA has determined that
the current rule is not consistent with
the 1ule as it existed prior to recodifica-
tion. Since it was not intended that the
recodification program make any sub-
stantive changes to the regulations, the
;:ur;ent rule is helng amended accord-
ngly.

DATE: September 1, 1877,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT:

Donald A, Bcehroeder, Bafety Regula-

tions Division, Flight Standards Serv-

ice, Federal Aviation Administration,

800 Independence Avenue SW., Wash-

é:%gféon. D.C. 205391, telephone 202-755—
12,

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Section 121.487 of the Federal Aviation
Regulations specifies flight tlme limita-
tions applicable to pllots serving with
flag air carriers. The purpose of § 121.487
iz to provide a method for determining
which flight time limitations govern a
pilot who serves with multiple flight
crews during the course of & calendar
month.

The current rules in § 121.487 state
that the flight time limitstions govern-
ing pilots who serve with multiple fight
crews during the course of a caiendar
month are those contained in either
§5 121.48), 121483, or 121485, Section
121,481 specifies dafly. weekly, monthly,
and yearly flight time limitations:
§ 121.483 specifies daily, monthly, yearly,
and quarterly flight time limitations;
and § 121485 provides for quarterly and
yearly flight time limitations.

It has come to our attention that the
wording of paragraphs (b)-(e) of § 12] .-
487 imposes all of the flight time limita-
tions of either R§ 121481, 121483 or

121 485 on piiots who serve with multiple
flight crews during the course of a cal-
endar month, The FAA has determined,
however, that it was intended that para-
graphs (by—(e) of §121.487 should onlv
apply the monthly and quarterly flight
time Nmitations contained in % 121 481,
121 483..and 121.485, and should not ap-
ply the daily, weekly snd vearly flight
time limitetions of those sections.

Special Civil Air Reguiation No. 386F,
adopted February 26 1963. was the pred-
ecessor o current §121.487 (br-(e).
‘This special regulation contained provi-
sions which governed pilots serving with
multiple flight crews during the course
of a calendar month, and it applied only
the monthly and quarterly flight time
Himitations.

When the FAA proposed to recodify
Parts 40, 41, and 42 of the Civll Air Reg~
ulations tncluding all special regula-
tions associated with those parts) into
what is nhow Part 121 of the Federsl
Aviation Regulations (29 FR 12182, Au-
gust 28, 1864}, the agency stated that
changes In substance were not within the
scope of the recodification program. In
addition, the revision note contained in
§ 121.437 of the FAA's notice of proposed
rulemeking relating to the recodification
indicated that S.R. 386F and §41.323
were combined to create § 121.487 (29
FR 12214).

Bince S.R. 386F applied only the
monthly and guarterly flight time limi-
tations to pllots serving with multiple
flight crews. if § 121.487 (h)-(e) imposed
other limitations it would constitute a
substantive change and would be con-
trary to the stated purpose of the recodi-
fication program. Accordingly, the FAA
is amending paragraphs (b)-(e) of
# 121 487 to make them conform to the
meaning of S.R. 386F and to the agency's
intent in adopting Part 121 as part of the
recodification program.

This clarifying amendment removes
an unintended restriction and is neces-
sary to be consistent with the stated
poilicy of the FAA governing its regula~
tory recodification program. Accordingly.
I find that notice and publi¢ procedure
hereon are unnecessary and that good
cause exists for making this amendment
effective on less than 30 days notice.

DRAFTING INFORMATION

The principal authors of this document
are Charies H. Huettner, Flight Stand-
ards Service, and Marshall S. Filler, Of-
fice of the Chief Counsel.

THE AMENDMENTS
In consideration of the foregoing, Part

121 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
is amended, effective Seplember 1, 1977,
by revising paragraphs (b'=te: of § 121.-
487 to read as follows:

§ 121.487 Flight  time  limitations:
Pilots not regularly assizned.
- - o € L3

()} The monihly flight time limita-
tions for a pilot who is scheduled for duty
aloft for more than 20 hours in two-pilot
crevws in any calendar month, or whose
assignment in such a crew is irterrupled
more than once in that calendar month
by assignment to a crew consisting of two
or more pllots and an additional flight
crewmember, are those set forth in
£ 121481,

(¢) Except for a pilot covered by para-
graph (b)Y of this section. the monthly
ang quarterly fiight time Hmitations for
a pilot who is scheduled for duty aloft
for more than 20 hours in two-pilot and
additional flight crewmember crews in
any talendar mohth, or whose assign-
ment in such a erew is interrupted more
than conce in that calendar month by
pssignment to a crew consistlng of
three pilots and additional flight crew-
member, are those set farth in § 121.483.

(d)» The quarterly flight time limita-
tions for a pliot to whom paragraphs b
and (¢} of this section do not apply and
who is scheduled for duty aloft for a
total of not more than 20 hours within
any calendar month in two-pilor crews
{with or without additional flight erew-
members) are those set forth in §121.-
485,

(e) The monthly and quarterly flight
time limitations for g pilot assigned to
each of two-pilot, two-pilot and addi-
tional flight crewmember, and three-
pilot and additional Aight crewmember
crews In g given calendar month, and
who s not subject to paregraph (b, (&),
or (d), of this section, are those set
forth in § 121.483. ¢
{Secs. 313(a), 601, 604, Federal Aviation Act
of 1958 (40 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, 1424, sec.
8(c), Department of Transportation Act (48
US.C. 1665(c})}

NoTe —The Pederal Aviatlon Administrs-
tion has determined that this decurnent does
npet contain & major proposal reguiring prep.
aration of sn Economic Impact Statement
under Executive Order 11821, a5 amended by
ix?ltg;nve Order 11940, and OMB Circular

Issued in Washington, D.C., on Au-
Rgust 29, 1977,
LaNGHORNE BoNp,
Administrator.

“As published in the Federal Register /42 F.R. 43973/ on September 1, 1977)
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