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Title 14—Aeronaut ics and Space 
O p p o s i t i o n was expressed t o the r e q u i r e ­
m e n t t h a t the m a n e u v e r b e obse rved b y 
a c h e c k a i r m a n du r ing t he p r e c e d i n g 
p ro f i c i ency c h e c k o r s i m u l a t o r c o u r s e o f 
t ra in ing . I t w a s n o t e d tha t s o m e a i r c a r ­
riers use ins t ruc tors r a the r t h a n c h e c k 
a i r m a n to c o n d u c t s imu la to r courses o f 
t ra in ing and this w o u l d c o m p r o m i s e 
thei r usefulness . T h e F A A bel ieves t h a t 
wh i l e t he sub jec t m a n e u v e r m a y b e 
o m i t t e d f r o m a s i m u l a t o r c o u r s e o f 
t r a in ing o r a p rof ic iency c h e c k , the ru le 
s h o u l d p rov ide t h a t a n Individual b e 
c h e c k e d o n the m a n e u v e r a t l eas t o n c e 
a y e a r b y a n F A A - d e s i g n a t e d c h e c k a i r ­
m a n . If, a s t he c o m m e n t a t o r suggests , 
a n ind iv idua l a c c o m p l i s h e s the m a n e u ­
ver du r ing a course o f t ra in ing c o n d u c t e d 
b y a s imu la to r ins t ruc to r n o t des igna ted 
as a c h e c k a i rman , t h e n t he m a n e u v e r 
c o u l d b e o m i t t e d o n t he subsequen t p r o ­
f i c i ency c h e c k , a n d if the c y c l e c o n t i n ­
ued , t h e ind iv idua l c o u l d indef in i te ly 
a v o i d b e i n g c h e c k e d o n t he m a n e u v e r 
b y an F A A - d e s i g n a t e d c h e c k a i r m a n . 
T h i s is n o t the Intent o f t h e a m e n d m e n t . 

T h e c o m m e n t a t o r n o t e d t h a t t h e p r o ­
posa l w o u l d require c o m p l e t i o n o f a p r o ­
f i c i ency c h e c k o r c o u r s e o f t r a in ing w i t h ­
i n t h e p r e c e d i n g s ix c a l e n d a r m o n t h s , i n 
o r d e r t o t ake a d v a n t a g e o f t he f lexibi l i ty 
t o o m i t t h e s imu la t ed p o w e r p l a n t f a i l u r e 
m a n e u v e r . C o n c e r n w a s expressed o v e r 
t he ef fec t t h a t th i s r e q u i r e m e n t w o u l d 
h a v e o n t he " g r a c e m o n t h " p r o v i s i o n o f 
§ 121.401(b) o f t h e F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n 
R e g u l a t i o n s . I t Is n o t t h e in t en t o f th i s 
a m e n d m e n t t o nul l i fy t h e g r a c e m o n t h 
rule a n d r e f e r ence t o t h e p r e c e d i n g s ix 
c a l e n d a r m o n t h s h a s b e e n de le ted . 
Ins t ead , t he a m e n d m e n t refers t o t he 
p r e c e d i n g p ro f i c i ency c h e c k o r s imu la to r 
c o u r s e o f t r a in ing u n d e r a c h e c k a i rman , 
w h i c h e v e r w a s c o m p l e t e d l a te r . 

A n o t h e r c o m m e n t a t o r s t a t ed t h a t 
Not i ce 76-17 did n o t p r o p e r l y r e s p o n d t o 
t he overa l l n e e d f o r i m p r o v e d visual 
s i m u l a t i o n and tha t i t m a y e n c o u r a g e 
a i r l ines t o p o s t p o n e acqu i s i t ion o f I m ­
p r o v e d visual sys t ems . T h i s c o m m e n t is 
ou t s ide t h e s c o p e o f t he n o t i c e a n d is n o t 
c o n s i d e r e d i n th i s r u l emak ing a c t i o n . 
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A D O P T I O N O F T H E A M E N D M E N T 

A c c o r d i n g l y , A p p e n d i x F o f P a r t 121 
o f t h e Fede ra l A v i a t i o n R e g u l a t i o n s (14 
C F R P a r t 121) is a m e n d e d , effect ive 
A u g u s t 29, 1977, b y de l e t ing t h e las t 
s e n t e n c e In p a r a g r a p h V ( d ) ( 2 ) a n d b y 
a d d i n g a s e n t e n c e t o t he f lush p a r a g r a p h 
Immedia te ly f o l l o w i n g tha t p a r a g r a p h , 
a s f o l l o w s : 

A p p w o n F—PROFICIENCY C H E C K 
REQUIREMENTS 

• * * * • 

V. Landings and approaches t o landings: 
• » • • • 

(d) Maneuvering to a landing with simu­
lated powerplant failure as follows: 

(1) In the case of 3-englne airplanes, 
maneuvering to a. landing with an approved 
procedure that approximates the loss of two 
powerplants (center and one outboard 
engine) ; or 

(2) In the case of other multienglne air­
planes, maneuvering to a landing with a 
simulated failure of 60 percent of available 
powerplants. with the simulated loss of 
power on one side of the airplane. 

Notwithstanding the requirements o f sub­
paragraphs ( d ) ( 1 ) and Id) (2) of this para­
graph, In a proficiency check for other than 
a pilot-ln-command, the simulated loss of 
power may be only the most critical power-
plant. However, if a pilot satisfies the require­
ment of subparagraph ( d ) ( 1 ) or ( d ) ( 2 ) of 
this paragraph In a visual simulator, he also 
must maneuver In flight to a landing with a 
simulated failure of the most critical power-
plant. In addition, a pi lot- in-command may 
omit the maneuver required by subparagraph 
( d ) ( 1 ) or ( d ) ( 2 ) of this paragraph during 
a required proficiency check or simulator 
course of training if he satisfactorily per­
formed that maneuver during the preceding 
proficiency check, or during the preceding 
approved simulator course of training under 
the observation of a check airman, whichever 
was completed later. 

• • • • • 
(Sees. 313(a) . 601. 602. 604, Federal Aviation 
Act of 1968 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1421, and 
1424): sec. 0(c), Department of Transporta­
t ion Act (49 U.S.C. 1655(c) ) . ) 

NOTE.—The Federal Aviation Administration 
has determined that this document does no t 
contain a major proposal requiring prepara­
t ion of an Eco&omic Impact statement under 
Executive Order 11821, as amended by Execu­
tive Order 11949, and OMB Circular A-107. 

Issued in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , o n A u ­
gus t 22 ,1977 . 

L A N G H O R N E B O N D , 

Administrator. 

( A s p u b l i s h e d i n the F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r / 4 2 F .R . 4 3 3 8 8 / on August 29, 1 9 7 7 ) 
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PART 121—CERTIFICATION AND OPERA­
TIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND SUPPLE­
MENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND COMMER­
CIAL OPERATORS OF LARGE AIRCRAFT 

Proficiency Chech Requirements 

A G E N C Y : Federa l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n ( F A A ) , D O T . 

A C T I O N : F ina l rule . 

S U M M A R Y : T h i s a m e n d m e n t a l lows a 
p i l o t - l n - c o m m a n d to satisfy t he p r o f i ­
c i e n c y chech: requ i rements w t i h o u t p e r ­
f o r m i n g t he m a n e u v e r t o a l a n d i n g w i t h 
s imula ted p o w e r p l a n t fa i lure d u r i n g 
e a c h required p r o f i c i e n c y c h e c k o r c o u r s e 
o f t ra in ing . T h e a m e n d m e n t is n e e d e d t o 
p r o v i d e g rea te r ope ra t i ona l f lexibi l i ty 
a n d t o lessen t he n e e d t o p e r f o r m the 
m a n e u v e r i n an a i rp lane if t he v isua l 
s i m u l a t o r is Inopera t ive . 

E F F E C T I V E D A T E : A u g u s t 29 ,1977 . 
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S U P P L E M E N T A R Y I N F O R M A T I O N : 

H I S T O R Y 

T h i s a m e n d m e n t is based o n a n o t i c e 
o f p r o p o s e d ru le m a k i n g ( N o t i c e N o . 
76-17 ) publ i shed i n t he FEDERAL R E O I S T E R 

o n A u g u s t 26, 1976 (41 F R 3603«>. T h a t 
n o t i c e invi ted c o m m e n t .by al l pe r sons 
in teres ted in t he m a k i n g o f t he p r o p o s e d 
rule . Al l pe r sons h a v e b e e n a f fo rded a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o pa r t i c ipa t e in t h e m a k ­
i n g o f this a m e n d m e n t , a n d , d u e c o n ­
s ide ra t ion h a s b e e n g i v e n t o al l ma t t e r s 
presented . F o u r c o m m e n t a t o r s r e ­
s p o n d e d t o N o t i c e N o . 76 -17 a n d a l l s u p ­
p o r t a d o p t i o n o f t h e p roposa l . 

D I S C U S S I O N O F C O M M E N T S 

O n e c o m m e n t a t o r expressed c o n c e r n 
r ega rd ing t w o aspec ts o f t he p r o p o s a l . 


