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FIRST-AID KITS 
T h e purpo.se o f this a m e n d m e n t to 

A p p e n d i x A o f Pa r t 121 o f the Federa l 
Avia t ion R e g u l a t i o n s is to p rov ide f o r 
t he use o f F A A a p p r o v e d i t ems i n r e ­
qu i red first-aid kits tha t are n o t i nc luded 
in Federa l Spec i f ica t ion G G - K - 3 9 1 a , 
pe rmi t ce r t a in required a r m a n d leg 
spl in ts t o b e s t owed outs ide the f i rs t -a id 
ki ts , a n d t o m a k e cer ta in c la r i fy ing 
changes in the regula t ion . 

T h i s a m e n d m e n t is b a s e d o n a n o t i c e 
o f p r o p o s e d rule m a k i n g (Not ice N o . 7 4 -
3 1 ) , i ssued o n S e p t e m b e r 5, 1974, a n d 
publ i shed In the FEDERAL REGISTER o n 
S e p t e m b e r 12, 1914 (39 F R 3 3 9 2 0 ) . 

In te res ted pe r sons h a v e b e e n afforded 
a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o pa r t i c ipa t e i n t h e 
m a k i n g o f this a m e n d m e n t , a n d d u e c o n ­
s idera t ion h a s been g iven TO all c o m ­
m e n t s r ece ived in r e sponse t o the n o t i c e . 

I n r e sponse t o a c o m m e n t request ing 
a c lar i f ica t ion o f t he regula t ion , it shou ld 
b e po in t ed o u t tha t p a r a g r a p h ( 4 ) o f t he 
A p p e n d i x specif ies , as a m i n i m u m , the 
k i n d a n d quan t i ty OF i t ems that each 
first-aid k i t m u s t c o n t a i n . T h e A p p e n d i x 
does n o t p r o h i b i t the use OF a first-aid 
k i t t ha t con ta ins a n y o f t he i t ems spec i ­
fied i n p a r a g r a p h (4) in quant i t ies e x ­
c e e d i n g t he m i n i m u m s speci f ied in that 
p a r a g r a p h . H o w e v e r , as required b y p a r ­
a g r a p h ( 1 ) o f the A p p e n d i x , al l o f t he 
c o n t e n t s OF a f irst-aid ki t m u s t e i ther 
m e e t Federa l Spec i f i ca t ion G G - K - ^ 0 1 a 
o r toe approved b y the F A A . 

T h e FAA is unab le TO agree w i th c o m ­
m e n t s tha t o b j e c t e d t o t he p roposa l t o 
subst i tute t he word "a i rc ra f t " f o r 
" c a b i n " in p a r a g r a p h (2> OF A p p e n d i x A 
so tha t a first-aid kit, w h e n m o r e t han 
o n e is required, c a n be l o c a t e d in t he 
flight c r e w m e m b e r c o m p a r t m e n t . A s 
s ta ted iu S 121 .309(d) , the pu rpose o f r e ­
qu i r ing a p p r o v e d first-aid kits o n t he a i r ­
craf t is t o p rov ide m e a n s f o r the t rea t ­
m e n t o f in jur ies l ikely to o c e u r in flight 
o r In m i n o r , a s o p p o s e d to ca t a s t roph ic , 
acc iden t s . T h e F A A bel ieves a first-aid 
ki t l oca ted in the flight c r e w c o m p a r t ­
m e n t , w h e n m o r e t han one Is required b y 
A p p e n d i x A , will b e readi ly ava i lab le f o r 

use cons i s ten t w i th the p u r p o s e o f 
5 1 2 1 . 3 0 9 ( d ) . F u r t h e r m o r e , a s s ta ted b y 
o n e c o m m e n t a t o r , there is r ea son to b e ­
l i eve the ki t l o c a t e d in t he flight c r e w ­
m e m b e r c o m p a r t m e n t is less l ikely t o b e 
p i l fe red t han those l o c a t e d in t he p a s ­
s enge r c o m p a r t m e n t . A c c o r d i n g l y , this 
a m e n d m e n t a d o p t s t he c h a n g e in w o r d ­
ing p r o p o s e d . 

A s p roposed , this a m e n d m e n t de le tes 
t he "10 M M " spec i f ica t ion f o r an t i sept ic 
swabs and t he "6 M M " spec i f ica t ion f o r 
a m m o n i a inha lan ts . T h o s e re fe rences are 
cons ide red unnecessary , s i nce Federa l 
Spec i f i ca t ion G G - K - 3 9 1 a specif ies t he 
m i n i m u m p o r t i o n requi red for e a c h i t em 
se t fo r th i n p a r a g r a p h ( 4 ) a n d e a c h a p ­
p r o v e d subst i tute f o r a n y o f those i t ems 
w o u l d also h a v e t o m e e t t he s a m e m i n i ­
m u m por t ion requ i rement . 

A s exp la ined i n the p roposa l , o n e p u r ­
pose o f this a m e n d m e n t is t o m a k e t he 
provis ions o f A p p e n d i x A m o r e flexible 
b y pe rmi t t ing F A A a p p r o v e d first-aid k i t 
i t ems t o be subs t i tu ted f o r those specif ied 
i n p a r a g r a p h (4) o f the A p p e n d i x . I n ­
teres ted pe r sons c a n b e assured t h a t a p ­
p rop r i a t e m e d i c a l adv i ce will be avai lable 
wi th in the a g e n c y f o r t he g u i d a n c e o f 
F A A pe r sonne l in a p p r o v i n g i t ems f o r 
u se in f irst-aid kits. 

P a r a g r a p h <5> o f the A p p e n d i x p e r ­
mi ts urm ;UK3 leg spl ints w h i c h d o n o t fit 
w i th in a f irst-aid ki t t o be s t owed i n a 
read i ly access ib le l o c a t i o n as nea r as 
p rac t i cab le to the ki t . W h i l e ce r ta in c o m ­
m e n t s were o p p o s e d t o p r o p o s e d p a r a ­
g r a p h ( 5 ) , i t ha s b e e n a d o p t e d as p r o ­
posed , s ince the F A A believes i t will a d e ­
qua te ly ensure t he avai labi l i ty d u r i n g an 
e m e r g e n c y o f a r m a n d leg spl in ts t h a t 
c a n n o t be s t o w e d wi th in a kit . T h e s e 
a r m and leg spl in ts , as in the c a s e o f all 
o t h e r a p p r o v e d f lrst-ald equ ipmen t , mus t 
be c lear ly identif ied, m a r k e d , a n d i n ­
s p e c t e d i n a c c o r d a n c e wi th t he cu r r en t 
p rov i s ions o f 5 121.309. 

Cer t a in c o m m e n t s r e c o m m e n d e d the 
use o f inf latable spl ints . H o w e v e r , as e x ­
p l a ined in t he p r e a m b l e t o A m e n d m e n t 
121-107, cons ide ra t i on was g iven t o p e r ­
m i t t i n g t he use o f inf la table splints , bu t 
tests c o n d u c t e d d u r i n g d e c o m p r e s s i o n 
h a v e revea led tha t this t y p e o f splint c a n 
b e h a z a r d o u s f o r use in a i rplanes d u e t o 
c h a n g e s in the c a b i n pressure. 

C o m m e n t s were a l so r ece ived w h i c h 
r e c o m m e n d e d the a d o p t i o n o f r equ i re ­
m e n t s for f irst-aid e q u i p m e n t a n d c r e w ­
m e m b e r t ra in ing t h a t a re c o n s i d e r e d 
ou t s ide the s c o p e o f t he No t i ce c o n c e r n ­
i n g this a m e n d m e n t . However , t hose 
c o m m e n t * m a y be c o n s i d e r e d In fu tu re 
F A A regu la to ry a c t i o n . 

S i n c e this a m e n d m e n t is relaxft tory 
and c la r i fy ing in n a t u r e a n d requires an 
effect ive da te tha t co inc ides wi th the 
J a n u a r y 1. 1975, effect ive da te e s t a b ­
l ished b y A m e n d m e n t N o . 1 2 1 - 1 0 9 , 1 find 
tha t g o o d cause exis ts f o r m a k i n g this 
a m e n d m e n t effect ive o n less t han 30 days 
n o t i c e . 

(Sees. 313(a) , 601, and 604 of the Federal 
Aviation Act of 1S58 (49 U.S.C. 1354(a), 1431, 
and 1424), and sec. 6(c) o f the Department 
of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 1656(0))-) 

I n cons ide ra t i on o f t he fo rego ing . A p ­
p e n d i x A o f P a r t 121 o f t he Fede ra l A v i a ­
t ion Regu la t ions , as a m e n d e d by A m e n d ­
m e n t N o . 121-101 <38 F R 35233) a n d 
A m e n d m e n t N o . 121-109 (39 F R 20560) 
is a m e n d e d , effect ive J a n u a r y 1, 1075, as 
f o l l o w s : 

A p p e n d i x A [ A m e n d e d ] 

1. B y revis ing p a r a g r a p h (1) to r ead as 
f o l l o w s : 

* • • • * 
(1) Each first-aid kit must be dust and 

moisture proof, and contain only materials 
that either meet Federal Specification G G -
K-391a, as revised, o r are approved. 

» • » • • 
2. BY a m e n d i n g p a r a g r a p h <2) BY 

s t r ik ing o u t t he w o r d " c a b i n " af ter t he 

p h r a s e " t h r o u g h o u t t h e " and b e f o r e the 
w o r d " a n d " a n d b y subst i tu t ing the re fo r 
t h e w o r d "a i rc ra f t . " 

3. B y a m e n d i n g t he i n t r o d u c t o r y 
l a n g u a g e o f p a r a g r a p h ( 4 ) t o r ead as 
f o l l o w s : 

* • • • • 

(4) Except as provided In paragraph ( 6 ) , 
each flrst-ald kit must contain at least the 
following or other approved content*: 

* * • • * 

4. B y a m e n d i n g p a r a g r a p h ' 4 ) b y 
s t r iking o u t the p h r a s e " , 10 M M " a f t e r 
t he phrase "Ant i sep t i c s w a b s " a n d the 
phrase " , 6 M M " af ter the p h r a s e " A m ­
m o n i a inha lan t s . " 

5. B y a d d i n g a n e w p a r a g r a p h (5) t o 
r ead as f o l l o w s : 

* • * • • 

(5) Arm and leg splints which do not fit 
within a first-aid Kit may fee stowed In a 
readily accessible location that is as near as 
practicable to the kit. 

* • • * • 

I ssued i n W a s h i n g t o n , D .C. , o n D e ­
c e m b e r 26 ,1974 . 

ALEXANDER P. BUTTEKFIELD, 
Administrator. 

(As p u b l i s h e d i n the F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r / 4 0 F . R . 10397 on January 6 , 1 9 7 5 ) . 
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