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Title 14—Aeronautics and Space a l t h o u g h the p r o p o s e d w o r d i n g o f S 121.-
309(b ) ( 2 ) w o u l d require tha t all i tems o f 
e q u i p m e n t spec i f ied In ij 121.309, 121 . -
310, 121.339, and 121.340 b e read i ly a c ­
cessible t o b o t h t h e c r e w a n d passengers , 
s o m e o f t he required I tems m a y b e l o ­
ca ted i n t he c r e w c o m p a r t m e n t w h i c h is 
n o t access ib le to passengers . U p o n fu r ­
ther cons ide ra t ion i n t he l igh t o f this 
c o m m e n t , g 1 2 1 . 3 0 9 ( b ) ( 2 ) , as a d o p t e d , 
has been c h a n g e d t o p r o v i d e tha t o n l y 
tha t e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t l o c a t e d In 
the passenger c o m p a r t m e n t m u s t b e 
readi ly access ib le t o passengers . I n a d d i ­
t ion , t he rule, as a d o p t e d , specif ical ly 
p rov ides tha t e a c h i t e m o f e m e r g e n c y 
e q u i p m e n t m u s t b e c lea r ly identif ied t o 
fac i l i ta te access t o tha t e q u i p m e n t . 

T h e A T A also o b j e c t e d t o t he requi re ­
m e n t o f p r o p o s e d 5 121.309(b) ( 4 ) , w h i c h 
p r o v i d e d tha t w h e n the i t ems o f e q u i p ­
m e n t required b y SS 121.310,121.339, a n d 
121.340 a r e ca r r i ed i n a c o m p a r t m e n t o r 
c o n t a i n e r , t h a t c o m p a r t m e n t o r c o n ­
ta iner m u s t b e m a r k e d as t o c o n t e n t s a n d 1 

da t e o f las t inspec t ion . I t n o t e d tha t o n e 
c o m p a r t m e n t m a y c o n t a i n m o r e t h a n 
o n e I tem o f e m e r g e n c y equ ipmen t , and 
tha t l i fe rafts m a y be f requen t ly t r ans ­
fe r red f r o m a i rp lane t o a i rp lane m a k i n g 
t he labe l ing o f con t a ine r s as t o da t e o f 
las t Inspec t ion imprac t i ca l . T h e . F A A 
bel ieves tha t e a c h c o m p a r t m e n t c o n ­
t a in ing e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t m u s t b e 
m a r k e d as t o its c o n t e n t s t o fac i l i ta te 
access t o tha t equ ipmen t . Howeve r , the 
F A A cons ide r s the A T A c o m m e n t w i th 
r e s p e c t t o the da t e o f l a s t Inspec t ion t o 
h a v e mer i t , a n d t he rule, as adop ted , 
h a s been c h a n g e d t o a l l o w the p l a c i n g 
o f t he da t e o f last i n spec t ion o n t he i t em 
o f e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t i tself ins tead o f 
o n t he c o m p a r t m e n t o r c o n t a i n e r . 

F ina l ly , §§ 1 2 1 . 2 5 ( b ) ( 6 ) , 1 2 1 . 4 5 ( b ) ( 6 ) . 
121.135(b) ( 1 7 ) , 121.363(a) ( 2 ) , and 
121.369(b) h a v e b e e n a m e n d e d t o m a k e It 
c lear tha t m a i n t e n a n c e p rov i s ions c o n ­
t a ined the re in apply to e m e r g e n c y e q u i p ­
m e n t , a n d the w o r d " e m e r g e n c y " has 
b e e n a d d e d t o the t i t le o f SS 121.353 a n d 
121.339 t o c lar i fy t he n a t u r e o f the e q u i p ­
m e n t desc r ibed in t h o s e sec t ions . 

(Sees. 313(a) , 601, and 604, Federal Aviation 
Act oT 1968; 49 TJ.S.C. 13S4(u.), 1421, and 1424. 
Sec. fl(cl, Department o l Transportation Act; 
40.U.S.C. 1655(c).) 

I n cons ide ra t i on o f t he fo rego ing , and 
f o r t he reasons s ta ted i n No t i ce -72-20, 
Pa r t 121 o f the Federa l Av ia t i on R e g u l a ­
t i ons is a m e n d e d , effect ive S e p t e m b e r 19, 
1973, as f o l l o w s : 

1. B y a m e n d i n g p a r a g r a p h ( b ) ( 6 ) o f 
1121.25 , p a r a g r a p h ( b ) ( 6 ) o f §121 .45 , 
and p a r a g r a p h ( b ) ( 1 7 ) o f 5 121.135 b y 
s t r ik ing o u t the w o r d " a n d " af ter t he 
w o r d "prope l le r s" , and a d d i n g t he w o r d s 
" a n d e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t " af ter the 
w o r d "app l i ances . " 

2. B y a m e n d i n g pa rag raphs ( a ) and 

( b ) o f S 121.309 to read as f o l l o w s : 

§ 121.309 Emergency equ ipmen t . 

( a ) G e n e r a l : N o pe r son m a y opera te 
an a i rp lane unless i t is equ ipped wi th 
the e m e r g e n c y equ ipmen t l isted in this 
sec t ion and i n S 121.310. 

( b ) E a c h i t em o f e m e r g e n c y and flota­
t ion e q u i p m e n t l isted In this sec t ion and 
In S! 121.310.121.339, and 121.340— 

( 1 ) M u s t be Inspec ted regular ly in a c ­
c o r d a n c e wi th inspec t ion pe r iods e s t ab ­
l ished In t he opera t ions spec i f ica t ions t o 
ensure its c o n d i t i o n f o r con t i nued se rv­
iceab i l i ty and i m m e d i a t e readiness t o 
p e r f o r m its i n t ended e m e r g e n c y p u r ­
p o s e s ; 

( 2 ) M u s t b e readi ly access ib le t o t he 
c r e w and , w i th regard t o e q u i p m e n t l o ­
ca ted i n the passenger c o m p a r t m e n t , t o 
passengers ; 

( 3 ) M u s t b e c lear ly Identif ied a n d 
c lear ly m a r k e d t o Indicate its m e t h o d o f 
ope ra t i on ; 

( 4 ) W h e n ca r r i ed i n a c o m p a r t m e n t o r 
con ta ine r , m u s t be ca r r i ed i n a c o m p a r t ­
m e n t o r c o n t a i n e r m a r k e d as t o c o n t e n t s 
a n d t he c o m p a r t m e n t o r con ta ine r , o r 
t h e i t e m Itself, m u s t b e m a r k e d as t o da t e 
o f las t i n spec t ion . 

• • • * . " 
3. B y a m e n d i n g 5 121.339 b y c h a n g i n g 

t he ti t le t o r ead as f o l l o w s : 
§ 121.339 Emergency equ ipment f o r 

extended over-waier operat ions . 
• • * * ' 

4. B y a m e n d i n g 3 121.353 b y c h a n g i n g 
t h e ti t le t o r e a d as f o l l o w s : 
§ 121.353 E m e r g e n c y equ ipmen t for o p ­

erations o v e r uninhabi ted terrain 
; areas: flag and supplemental air car­

riers and commerc i a l operator*. 

• • • • 
6. B y a m e n d i n g p a r a g r a p h ( a ) ( 2 ) o f 

5 121.363 t o r ead as f o l l o w s : 
§ 121.363 Responsibi l i ty f o r airworthi­

ness. 
( a ) • * * 
(2X T h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t he m a i n t e ­

n a n c e , p reven t ive m a i n t e n a n c e , a n d a l ­
t e ra t ion o f its a ircraf t , i nc lud ing a i r ­
f rames , a i rc raf t engines , propel le rs , a p ­
p l iances , e m e r g e n c y equ ipmen t , a n d 
pa r t s thereof . In a c c o r d a n c e w i t h its 
m a n u a l a n d t he regula t ions o f this c h a p ­
ter . 

6. B y a m e n d i n g t he l e ad - in p o r t i o n o f 
p a r a g r a p h ( b ) of S 121.369 b y inser t ing 
t he w o r d s " e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t ; af ter 
t h e w o r d "app l i ances . " 

I ssued i n W a s h i n g t o n , D .C. , o n A u ­
gust 9 , 1 9 7 3 . 

A L E X A N D E R P . BT/TTEHFIBLD, 
Administrator. 

(As p u b l i s h e d i n Che F e d e r a l R e g i s t e r / 3 8 F .R . 22377 / on August 20 , 1973) 
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CHAPTER I—FEDERAL AVIATION ADMIN­
ISTRATION, DEPARTMENT OF TRANS­
PORTATION 

[Docket No. 12115; Amdt. No. 121-106] 

PART 121—CERTIFICATION AND OPERA­
TIONS: DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND SUPPLE­
MENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND COMMER­
CIAL OPERATORS OF LARGE AIRCRAFT 
Inspection o l Emergency Equipment 

T h e purpose o f these a m e n d m e n t s t o 
P a r t 121 o f the Fede ra l A v i a t i o n R e g u ­
la t ions is t o require in spec t ion pe r iods 
for ce r ta in e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t c a r ­
r ied a b o a r d a i rcraf t o p e r a t e d u n d e r tha t 
par t . 

In te res t ed persons h a v e been af forded 
a n oppor tun i ty t o pa r t i c ipa te in the m a k ­
ing of this a m e n d m e n t b y a No t i ce o f 
P r o p o s e d R u l e M a k i n g (No t i ce 72 -20 ) 
Issued o n July 26, 1972, a n d pub l i shed i n 
the FEDERAL R E G I S T E R o n Augus t 2, 1972 
(37 F R 1 5 4 3 6 ) . D u e cons ide ra t i on h a s 
been g iven to all c o m m e n t s p re sen ted i n 
response t o the N o t i c e . E x c e p t f o r m i n o r 
edi tor ia l changes , a n d e x c e p t as spec i f i ­
ca l ly d iscussed hereinaf ter , these a m e n d ­
m e n t s and the reasons t he re fo r a re t he 
s a m e as those i n No t i ce 72T-20. 

T h e F A A r e c e i v e d seven pub l i c c o m ­
m e n t s i n r e sponse t o N o t i c e 72—20. A l l o f 
the c o m m e n t s genera l ly f a v o r e d t he 
a d o p t i o n o f t he p r o p o s e d a m e n d m e n t s . 
H o w e v e r , s o m e c o m m e n t a t o r s r e c o m ­
m e n d e d cer ta in c h a n g e s tha t are d i s ­
cussed here inaf ter . Severa l c o m m e n t a ­
tors m a d e sugges t ions tha t w e r e n o t 
w i t h i n t he s c o p e o f t he no t ice , and , a c ­
c o r d i n g l y , those c o m m e n t s are n o t d i s ­
cussed, bu t will b e r e t a ined b y the F A A 
f o r cons ide ra t ion wi th regard t o future 
r u l e - m a k i n g p r o c e e d i n g s . 

T h e Ai r T r a n s p o r t Assoc i a t i on ( A T A ) 
In its c o m m e n t o b j e c t e d t o t he p h r a s e 
" m u s t be Inspected regu la r ly" i n p r o ­
p o s e d 9 1 2 1 . 3 0 9 ( b ) ( 2 ) i n tha t i t c o u l d 
b e in terpre ted as m e a n i n g tha t " h a r d 
t imes" m u s t be es tabl ished f o r de ta i led 
i n spec t i on o f i tems s u c h as life vests a n d 
l i fe rafts. H o w e v e r , the in ten t o f t he 
p r o p o s e d rule is t o p rov ide f o r r egu la r 
in spec t ion o f e a c h i t e m o f safety e q u i p ­
m e n t at specif ic t i m e intervals as p r o ­
v ided by the inspec t ion per iods set o u t 
i n e a c h cer t i f ica te ho lder ' s ope ra t ions 
spec i f ica t ions . A s s ta ted i n Not ice . 72-20 , 
t h e F A A d e e m s it appropr i a t e t o ex t end 
t h e r equ i r emen t f o r regular Inspec t ion 
o f the addi t iona l e m e r g e n c y e q u i p m e n t 
t o assure its c o n d i t i o n for c o n t i n u e d 
serviceabi l i ty and i m m e d i a t e readiness 
t o p e r f o r m its In tended use. A c c o r d i n g l y , 
t h e w o r d i n g o f the p roposa l o b j e c t e d t o 
b y t he A T A Is re ta ined i n this a m e n d ­
m e n t . 

I n addi t ion , t he A T A p o i n t e d o u t that , 


