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PART 121-—CERTIFICATION AND OPERA-
TIONS; DOMESTIC, FLAG, AND SUPPLE-
MENTAL AIR CARRIERS AND COMMER-
CIAL OPERATORS OF LARGE AIRCRAFT

Pubiic Address and interphone
Communications Systems

The purpeose of these amendments to
Part 121 of the Federal Aviation Regula-
tions is to require that all airplanes hav-
ing a passenger seating capacity greater
than 19 and cperated under Part 121 be
equipped with .an approved electronic
public address system and an interphone
rommunication system that are in satis-
faclory operating condition at takeoff.
Parts 122 and 135 of the Pederal Aviation
Regulations incorporate the require-
ments of this amendment by references
in $5123.27 and 1352, Therefore, this
amendment applies to Air Trave] Clubs
governed by Part 123 and also Afr Taxi
Operators governed by Part 135 using
large airplanes in the conduct of their
operations that have a passenger seating
capacity greater than 19,

Interested persons have been afforded
an opportunity to participate in the
making of this amendment by a notice
of proposed rulemaking (Notice No.
72-6° published in the FEDERAL RECISTER
on Mareh 2, 1972 (37 FR 4358) and due
consideration has been given fo all com-
ments received in response to the notice,
insofar as they relate to matters within
the scope of the notice, Except for edi-
torial changes, and except as specifically
discussed hereinafter, this amendment
and the reasons therefor are the same as
those contained in the notice.

All but one of the seven public com-
ments received were in favor of the pro-
posal, but recommended certain specific
changes.

The Air Transport Assoctation of
America (ATA) and the Aerospace In-
dustries Association of America (AIA)
recommended the addition of selector
switches and signaling devices to those
components that may be common to hoth
the public address system and the crew-
memher interphone system. The FAA
belleves this recormmendafion has merit
and has, therefore, included in this
amendment selector switches and sig-
naling devices as ¢components that may
be common to both systems. However,

the FAA is unable to agree with thé ATA:

that the commonality between the iwo
systems should be expanded to include
power sources. Accordingly, that recom-
mendation has not been adopted.

The AIA recommended that for prac-
tical reasons, such as the possibility that
use of the public address or Interphone
system may be preempted by a flight
crewmember in the pilot compartment.
the regulation should allow a delay of
ten seconds for operation of either sys-
tem by a flight attendant in the passen-
ger compartment, The FAA concurs and
provision for such a ten second delay has
been made in the amendment adopted.

However, the FAA does not agree that a -

ten second delay is appropriate for use
of the two systems by flight crewmem-
hers in the pilot compartment. Inm our
opinion, safety considerations tequire
both systems to be accessible for imme-
dinte use from each of two flight crew-
member stations in the pilot compart-
ment and such a requirement is adopted
In this amendment.

Comment also gbjecied to the proposal
to require, with respect to the inter-
phone system for large turbojet-powered
airplanes, both aural and visual signals
for use by flight crewmembers and flizht
attendants to alert each other of an In-
pending call. The FAA hbelieves there s
adequate justification for such re-
dundancy in the alerting system. since
it will reduce the probability of a com~
plete alert system failure or delays in re-
sponding to an alert, and provide greater
assurance that the recipient of an emer-
geney call will be alerted. Accordingly,
this requirement is adopted as proposed.
In this regard, it should be noted that
the requirement for both aural and visual
slgnals does not extend to the require-
ment for a means that enables the re-
ciplent to detertmine whether it is a nor-
mal or an emergency call.

The wording of the vroposal regarding
the location of interphone stations for
use by fiight attendants in the passenger
compartment of a large turbojet-
powered sirplane has been changed in
this amendment to more clearly express
its Intent. As adopted. the wording of
3 121,319(h) (5) (i) makes it clear that the
interphone system on those airplanes
must be asccessible for use at enough
flicht attendant stations so that all fioor
lavel emergency exists in the paasenger
compartment are observable from one or
more of those stations so equipped.

With regard to the reguirement in
§ 121.319(b) (5) (iv) for a separate ground
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to flizht attendant interphone commu-
nication svstem, the FAA believes that
experience gained from incidents en-
dangering the security oi passenger-
carrying  airplanes clearly indlcates the
need for a ground communication capa-
bility with a fiight attendant in the pas-
senger compartment. The FAA antici-
pates that aperators will establish appro-
priate procedures pertaining to inter-
phone switehing and alerting functions
ang include them m their operations
manuals and tralning programs for the
guidance of flizht crewmembers and
flight attendants. '

One commentator recommended that
operators be given four years to achieve
compliance witih the nutlic address and
interphone equipmen: reguirements of
§§121.318 and 121.319, On the basis of
our review of this mniter. we believe the
two year compliance period proposed will
provide operators with a sufficient
amount of time to accomplish the re-
quired equipment installations and
modifications,

Other minor word changes have been
adopted in this amendment for editorial
and clarification purposes.

These amendments are issued under
the nuthavity of sections 313(a), 601, and
604 of the Fedeoral Aviation Act of 1958,
49 U.8.C. 13547a+, 1421, and 1424, and
section 67¢) of the Denartment of Trans-
portation Act 49 US.C. 1655(cvY,

In consideration of the foregoing,
Part 121 of the Federal Aviatian Regula-
tions is nmended. ¢Tective Beptember 8,
19°t3, as follows:

1. By adding a new §121.318 to read
eg followa:

§121.318 Public address system.

{a) After Septembher 5, 1975. no per-
soh may operate an airplane with a seat-
tng capacity of more thun 19 passengers
unless the alrplane is equipped with a
public address system ihat:

(1) Is capable of operation independ-
ent of the crewmember intcrphone sys-
tem required by § 121.318(a; excent for
handsets, headsets, microphones. selector
switches, and signaline devices; and

(2) Meets the requirements of para-
graph (h) of this section,

(h) The public address system reguired
by paragraph (a) of this seetion must be
approved in accordance with 8 21.305 of
this chapter and meet the following re-
quirements:

(1' It must be accessible for immedi-
ate use from each of two fight crew-
member stations in the pilot eompart-
ment;

(2) It must be accessible for use from
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at leust one normal flight attendant sta-
tiont In the passenger compartment: -

(3» It must be capable of operation
within fen seconds by a flight attendant
at those stations in the passenger com-
partment from which Its use is accessi-
ble: and

14 Tronsmission must be audible at

exch possenger and fight attendant seat

and in each lavatory. e

2. By addlng I new § 121,319 to read as
follows: -

§121.319 (‘rewmcmber lnlerphone nys- '

. iem.

18) After September 8, 1975 no person '

nay eperateé an’airplane with & seating
capacity of more than 19 passengers un-
less the airplane is equipped with & crew-
member interphone system that;

(1} Is operational at takeoff;

2) I capable of operation Independ-

ent of the public address system required -

by $121.318(a) except fnr handsets,
headsets, microphones, selector switches,
and signnling devices; and

(3t Meets the requirements of pa.ra.-

graph (b) of this section.

(b) The crewmember interphaone sys-
tem required by paragraph (a) of this
section must he approved in accordance
with § 21.305 of this chapter and meet
the following requirements:

(1) It must provide a means of two-
way communication between the pllot

compartment and the pa.ssenger com—

pariment;.

(2) Tt must be accesslhle for immediate
use from each of two' flight crewmember
stations. in the pilot compartment;

{3) It must be accessible for use from
at least one normal fNight attendant sta-
tion In the passenger compartment;

(4) It must he caramble of operation

" within ten seconds by a flight attendant’
at those stations in the passenger com-

partment from which its use is accessi-
ble: and

(5) For large turbojet-powered alr-.

planes:

) It must be accesslble for use at

enough fight attendant stations so that
ell floor level emergency exits in the

passenger compartment are observable
irom ohe or more of those stations so-

...-'ZK-. e

equipped;

(1) It must have an alerting system
incorporating both aural and visual sig-
nals for use by the flight crewmember
to alert flicht attendants and for use by
Hight attendants fo alert flight crew-
members; :

({ili} The alerting system required by
subparagraph (b) (5) i) of this section
must have o means Tor the reciplent of a
call to determine whether it.is a normal
call or an emergency call; and

(tv) When the airplane -{s on the
ground, it must provide a means of two-
way commuhication between ground per-
sonnel and at least one flight attendant
in the passenger ¢abin, and. separately,
between ground personnel. and either of
at Ieast two fiight crewmembers in the
pilot compartment, The ihterphone sys-
tem station for-usé by the ground per-
sonnel must be so logated that personnel
using the system may avold visible detec-
tion from within the alrplane.

Issued in Washington. D.C, on July 27,
1973,

JAMES E Dow,
Acting 4dmm!stmta:_' :



