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TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS - APRIL 1981 

Based on preliminary reports from the State highway agencies, travel during 
April 1981 on all roads and streets in the nation increased by 1.7 percent as 
compared to April 1980, resulting in estimated travel for the month at 
125,990 million vehicle miles. This total includes 43,151 million vehicle miles 
on main rural roads, 12,089 million vehicle miles on other rural roads, and 
70,749 million vehicle miles on city streets. 

Travel for the current month as well as the cumulative yearly total on main rural 
roads and for all roads and streets is shown below. Similar totals for each year 
since 1970 are also included. 

TRAVEL IN MILLIONS 

MAIN RURAL ROADS ALL ROADS AND STREETS 
APRIL YEAR TO DATE AFRIL YEAR TO DATE 

1981 43,151 157,998 125,990 478,903 
I 

Traffic volume trends is a monthly report prepard by the Planning Services Branch, 
Highway Statistics Division, based on hourly traffic count data. These data, 
collected at approximately 4,000 continuous traffic counting locations nationwide, o 1 

are used to determine the percent change in traffic for the current month compared 
to the same month in the previous year. This percent change is applied to the 
travel for the same period in the previous year to obtain travel for the current a 

period. 

For extra copies, ar to be put on the monthly mailing list, contact: i" 

~ederal Highway Administration 
Highway Stat istics Division, Room 3300 
400 7th Streets SW., Washington, D.C. 20590 
Phone (202) 426-0160 
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TABLE 1.-SUHMARY BY ROAC CLASS AND B Y  GEOGRAPHIC AQEA 
C 

--__---_-----------------m--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1 PRELIMINARY DPTA FOR APRIL 1 REVISED DATA FOR MdRCH 
t-----------------------------------------------l----------------------------------------------- 

1 VEHICLE-NILES I I VEHICLE-MILES I 

t ( M I L L I O N S )  PERCENTAGF * ( M I L L I O N S I  V E R C E N T 4 G E  
I---------------------------------I CHANGE r---------------------------------r CHANGE 
a 1 9 8 1  I 1 9 8 0  1 I 1 9 8 1  1 1 9 8 0  I ................................................................................................................................... 

CLASS OF ROADt ALL STATES: I e r I P 1 
H A I h  RURAL ROADS.....'......... ' 43.151 * 4 1 1 8 2 0  . 3.2 * 41.936 40,555 ' 3.4 
LOCAL RURAL ROADS........ ...... V 2 r 0 8 9  ' 1 1 1 8 1 1  . 2.4 12 ,037 * 1 1 9 7 3 4  ' 2.6 
ALL RURAL ROADS................ I 55,241 * 5 3 , 6 3 2  . 3.0 5 3 9 9 7 2  5 2 ~ 2 9 0  ' 3.2 . C I T Y  STRkETS...*...r..........a * 70,749 * 7 0 9 2 9 9  0.6 * 72,923 ' 71,387 2.2 

P ALL ROADS AND STREETS.......... . 1 2 5 1 9 9 0  ' 123,930 . 1.7 ' 1 2 6 r 8 9 5  ' 123,576 ' 2.6 
1 1 1 1 I 1 

4 8  STPlES [MAIN RURAL ONLY 1: r t 
1 I 1 I 

EASTERN REGION..........‘...... 15 ,146  1 4 1 9 3 9  ' 1.4 ' 14,622 * 1 4 9 2 3 3  ' 2.7 
CENTRAL REGION*....... ...... m . 21,189 . 20,511 * 3.3 ' 20,449 13.687 ' 3.9 
UESTERN REGION......*.......... a 6,588 * 6,156 * 7.0 1 6,628 1 6,411 8 3.4 

b * 1 1 I I 1 

TOTAL...................' 42,923 . 41,606 ' 3.2 41.699 * 40.331 * 3.4 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------*----------------------------- 

TA9LE 2.-CHAYGES EM MAIN RURAL RDAOS PY STATES 

................................................................................................................................... 
I APRIL I YAKCH 11 9 APR I L I 

i i 
MARCH 

(P3ELIMlhARY 1 (REVISEC) (PRELIMINARY)  * (REVISED) 
D I V I S I O N  AND STATE I------------------------------------------- 1 1  C I V I S I O N '  STATE '------------------------------------------- 

NLMBtR ' PER- ' kUMSER PEE- * *  UUYBER PER- NUMRER * PER- 
* OF ' CENTAGE * UF ' CEhTAGE " * OF * CEWTAGE ' OF ' CENTAGE 

STATION5 ' CYANGE ' STATIONS CHAkGE l1 * STATIONS * CHANGE STATIONS ' CHANGE 
-----------------------------------------------*-----------------1l---------------------------------------------------------------- 

kEW EAGLANO: 1 1 m 1 * *EAST SOUTH CE\TRIL :  ' I I 
* 

CONhECTICUT......a1 5 . 2.1 * 5 a 5 . 0  *. ALAOAYA...........' 5 1  a 4.2 . . '  
MAIhE.............' 2 2  a 33.5 . 22 . e.6 " KENTUCKY..........' . a  3 3  5.6 - 

* * .. . . RASXACHUSETTS.. . . . . . .  - S f s l  HIS5ISSIPPI.......' 4 1  4.7 . .  .. . . .  NEW HAMPSHIRE.. . . . ' - *  5 7  5 8  TEYhESSEE.........' - 1 ;OR : - ;:z 
KHCCE ISLANO..*..*' - ' I -  1 - I *  1 1 I 1 . a . . VEEMONT..........rn 3 6  3.0 38  6 . 3  "WEST hOQTH CENTRAL: 1 1 

1 

I I 1 1 I. IOHA..............' 3 7  . 4.4 * 3 4  . 6.5 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC: ' I e 1 l. KANS&S............' 6 6  . 4.5 a 6 5  I 6.8 

- 1 -  1 . - l .  . * NEk JERSEY*.......' - . NIYkESOTA.........' 4 0  2.5 3 8  2.9 
NEU YORK..........' 2 7  * 0.1 ' 2 9  . 1.0 " HISSOLRT..........' 7 1  . 3.6 ' 74 . 6.6 
PEhbSYLVANIA.. . . . . ' '  I -  a - l .  NFRRASKA..........' 1 9  * 5.9 * 2 0  a 6.7 

I 1 1 I * ' . " NORTH DAKOTA......' 3 2  5.4 3 1  9.9 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 1 I v I " SOUTH CAKOTA......* 3 6  * 3.8 a 34 * 6.7 

(NORTH): 1 a I 1 I I I I Y 1 

OELAWARE..........' 1 3  . 0.1 * 1 3  . 5.2 "LEST SOUTH CENTRAL: ' 1 1 t 

MARYLAND. . . . . . . . . . ' . .  - I 20 . 9.0 l. ARYAYSAS..........' 1 9  . -  1.1 . 20 * 0.7 
VIkGINIA..........' . .  2 . 2 '  - * 0.7 'I LOUISIANA.........' - . I - t 

WEST VIRGINIA.....' 2 2  . 2.0 . 1 8  * 2.0 " OKL&HOMA..........' 3 0  ' 3.5 . 3 1  1 5.9 ' 1 1 1 ' 1 1. TEXbS.............' 1 1 7  ' 7.4 1 1 9  6.7 
SOUTH ATLANTIC t 1 I t 1 1  1 I 1 I 

(SCUTH) : I I 1 I "MOUNTAIN: I I I t 
FLCRIDA...........' 4 * - 8.1 . 1 I - 2.3 " AKIZOYA.....a.....* 1 9  . 9.3 * 1 7  * 4.0 
GEOKGIA...........' 2 3  . 7.3 . 23 * 6.1 " COLCSAOO....~.....' 4 1  a 8.8 . 4 2  * 2.0 
NOETH CAROLINA....' 4 6  * 2.4 . 4 6  1 2.6 l. IDAF~B.......~....' - 1  1 - I 

SOUTH CAROLINA....' 8 . 2.0 * 7 I -  1.7 " MONTAYA....~....~.' 18 * 5.7 * 11 * 7.6 
9 I I t " NEVADA............' 2 7  * 7.3 * 2 7  . 2.6 

EAST kORTH CENTRAL: ' I I I l. NEW flEXICD........' - * - * 22  ' 0.9 . .  ILLINOIS*...I*....* . .  38 ' 4.5 * *  UTAb..............' 3 9  8 6.1 . 4 3  . 6.9 
INCIANA.........*.* 2 0  I -0.5 ' 2 0  * 0.b " WYOMIMG...........* 2 3  ' 9.1 ' 2 3  10.4 
MICHIGAN..........' . .  - I 6 9  * 1 . 3 "  I 1 I 1 
OHlO...........r..' 2 0  . 0.7 * 20  I 0.0 "PACIFIC:  e I I 1 
HISCONSIN.........' 4 9  ' 3.2 * 5 0  ' 3.0 " CALIF3RNlA..m.....' 1 6  a 7.2 . 1 6  ' 1.6 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - - l *  OREGON............' - . - 1 1 5  * 3.9 
ALASKA............' 1 0  . 6 . 8 '  3 3  * 6.1  " hASbIYGTlIY........' 3 . 4 . 3 '  2 4  . 5.9 
HAWAII............' 3 . 6.5 . 3 ' 5.5 " t I 1 I ................................................................................................................................... 

NOTE: 1-RURAL MILEAGE OF EACH RGJGR TOLL ROUTE I S  CONSIDERED AS ONE GR HOVE STATIONS, DEPENDING ON STATES1 METHOD OF REPORTING. 

I 2-WHERE THE kUNBER OF STATIOiuS I S  SHOkN AS k DASH AND A VALUE FUR PERCENThGE CYANGE I S  lNDICATEDm THE LATTER VALUE I S  
BASED Uh A STATEKIOE ESTIMATE PROVIDED BY THE HIGHHAY AGENGY DETESMINEO FRDM EXTENSIVE TRAFFIC SAMPLING SURVEYS. 

3-WHFRE THE hUMBER OF S i A T I D h S  ANO THE DERCENTAGF CHANGE ARE SHOkN AS OASHFS, SUFFICIENT INFDSMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO DETERMlhE AN E'TIMATE. 
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