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TEXAS WELCOMES YOU . ..

Safety, comfort, and convenience are the features keynoting the 61,000
miles of Texas highways which make accessible our State’s scenic beauty,
historic sites, and delightful recreational facilities. Special traffic services
such as Tourist Bureaus and roadside parks add enjoyment to travel.
Enjoy all of Texas—and please drive safely.

Price Daniel
Governor of Texas

FACTS ABOUT TEXAS

Texas, the land of hospitality, encompasses 171,096,960 sprawling acres which
offer a variety of terrain and recreational facilities. It is also a prosperous land
with a diversified economy. The nearly ten million people inhabiting the Lone
Star State lay claim to many firsts, bests, mosts, and biggests; however, their
greatest virtue lies in their genuine friendliness. This trait has become somewhat
symbolic of the state and is known the world over. -

The colorful and romantic history of Texas reflects the story of o group of
pioneers who possessed courage, determination, and vision. Texas has served under

products. - -

state in the Union.

six flags and her sovereignty has changed eight times. The most hallowed pages
found in the annals of Texas history describe the War of Independence. Recorded
indelibly are the heroic and gallant deeds performed by Texans in their effort to
overthrow an obdurate goyernment and establish a Republic of Texas.
Recreational opportunities are excellent. Fishing and hunting are most popular.
The angler can find more than 200 species of fish in both fresh and salt waters.

Hunting for predatory animals, including mountain lion, coyote, and wolf, is

particularly thrilling in the vast undeveloped areas. An abundance of deer,
turkey, geese, quail, and other wild game provides excellent hunting in practically
all parts of the state during seasons. The Gulf Coast with its superb islands and
beaches offers fishing, sports, and plenty of healthful sunshine the year round.

 Texas has numerous inland lakes with excellent recreational facilities and all are

well stocked with fish. . : :
The Big Bend National Park in West Texas includes more than 707,000 acres of

majestic mountains and canyons which are inhabited bY’u"‘types of animals native
to the Southwest. Nature was especially kind to this region in creating scenic
~wonders. Excellent accommodations are provided in the park and the scenery
and restful solitude are unequaled. ; ‘ -

Texas has 52 state parks providing all types of recreation for the entire family.

No mention of attractions in Texas would be complete without including the
historic points of interest. Missions, monuments, and other historic milestones are
sprinkled throughout this land rich in history and legend. The varied terrain
affords an assortment of interesting and spectacular scenes, ranging from the
majestic mountains in the west to the cypress bayous in the east, from the Rio
Grande Valley in the south to the Great Plains in the northern Panhandle.

There are over 4,000 species of wild flowers, some of which grow exclusively
in Texas. The native flora ranges from rugged cacti to delicate orchids; however,
most notable is the bluebonnet, official state flower. The timber belt of Texas
produces lumber (both pines and hardwoods), paper pulp, and various other forest

Texas produces more than 60 crops on a commercial basis, with King Cotton first,
closely followed by a yuiiety of grains and vegetables. Citrus and deciduous fruits,
along with all kinds of vegetables, are grown the year round in the Ris Grande
Valley. ‘ : - . . .

The cattle industry is one of the oldest and most important industries in Texas.
Today about 10 per cent of the total cattle in the United States is raised in Texas.
Nearly 4/5 of the farm and ranch land is pasture and range land. In the produc-
tion of mohair Texas exceeds the rest of the world and is the top wool-producing

Texas leads the naotion in the total value of minerals produced, including some

2/5 of the nation’s supply of petroleum and 1/4 of the world’s supply of sulphur.
Many other natural resources, including salt, mercury, gold, silver, copper, and

iron are also mined. - - o
An abundance of raw materials and natural resources, along with an adequate
transportation system, have made Texas the manufacturing and industrial state
of the South. = - ~ - -
Texas normally enjoys a comfortable climate throughout the year, with tem-

_peratures varying from an annual mean of 56 degrees in the Panhandle to 74

degrees in the Lower Rio Grande Valley area. The summers are delightful in
the higher altitudes and on the Coast. The winters range from occasional freezing

northers and some snow in the northern area to the tropical sunshine enjoyed

in the southern extremities all year. Rainfall varies from an annual average of
more than 50 inches in the east to less than 10 inches in the west.
The official designations of the state are as follows:

The Pecan

Bluebonnet

The Mockingbird
“Texas, Our Texas”
“Friendship”

“The Lone Star State”

State Tree:
State Flower:
State Bird:
State Song:
State Motto:
State Sobriquet:

There are many factors which make Texas a unique and great state. lts size,
its wealth, its natural resources, its history and cultural environment all con-
tribute; but its greatest asset is its people—they make Texas the land of hospitality.

OFFICIAL HIG‘HWA‘Y TRAVEL MAP
Prepared for Free Distribution
TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

This map is produced for free distribution by the Texas Highway
Department for travel information only, and is not intended to be
used for promotional, commercial, or political purposes.

A TgXAS TRADITIdON . . . the expanding economy of Texas is built on the solid

foundation of a traditionally fine highway system carrying traffic to all points in the wild f - . . spring’ : '
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the prize-winning twin bridges spanning Buffalo Bayou in metropolitan Houston, typical
- Interstate Highways.

SAFETY DESIGN . . . This East Texas highway is part of more than 2,100

miles of multilane divided highways in Texas which carry o maximum of

traffic with a minimum of hazard, speeding travelers to different locales in e ——
pleasant comfort. :

TRAVEL SERVICES . . . the Texas Highway Department operates Tourists Bureaus at key points of entry
to Texas, where travel counselors provide free information, data on road conditions, maps, and descriptive

_BAYOU BRIDGES . . . the best of Man and Nature is seen’: in harmony as the calm splendor of a pastoral ksetting furnishes striking cbni- ;
of the m»’odern' facilities on Texas

wild flowers and a scattering of pa
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SPANNED BY STEEL . . . towering 140 feet above placid waters, the new Harbor Bridge at Corpus Christi eliminates the need for a draw-
bridge, providing a fast, uninterrupted crossing for motorists going to and from this Gulf Coast city while shipping passes safely beneath.

£
i

ACCESS TO CITIES . . . the graceful curve of an ultra-modern fréewuy, seen against the backdrop of Dallas’ soaring sky-
line, typifies Texas’ urban expressways, which provide safe, swift access to and through the State’s metropolitan areas.

 FREE FERRIES . .. A uniquet:"nfﬁc service of the Texas Highway Department is the operation of three toll-free ferries to
carry motorists safely over the five miles of open water from Galyeston to Port Bolivar on the Guif Coast. This 100 per cent
 seaworthy vessel, fitted with the most modern scientific safety devices, can carry up to 52 automobiles at an average speed of
‘ : - - twelve knots. i : '

.,

?, W:%Lm mi@ g‘r :ﬁwﬂ‘ .

INTERSTATE . . . many hundreds of miles of Interstate Highways now in use,

like this one in West Texas, provide high-speed arteries for commercial,

recreational, and national defense traffic movement. Texas will eventually
have 3,022 miles of these super highways.

AVENUES TO PLEASURE . . . Texas highways, such as this modern-day “Evergreen Route” through the verdant emerald world
of the Piney Woods in East Texas, are pathways to pleasure for the traveler, making accessible the recreational, historic,
and cultural points of interest in the State.

ROADSIDE PARKS . . . more than 1,000 of these rest areas (indicated on this map by green dots) are

scattered along the Texas highway system for the convenience of travelers. If you want to relax

and stretch after a long drive or enjoy a picnic in a pleasant outdoor setting, a roadside park will
always be just ahead.

| tourist literature to the traveling public.
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