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39 < Texas is really and truly a land of diversity, both in scenery

and history. The story of the Lone Star Republic’s struggle for
survival and the heroic fight for independence will remain
indelible forever in the annals of history. There are numerous
historical milestones including forts, missions, battlegrounds,
and other ballowed sites that have withstood the elements of
time, nature and man. They reflect the story of Texas. Strange
and romantic legends concerning the land have been recorded
and are still related, many of which will convince one that
truth indeed is stranger than fiction.

Texas is amply blessed with natural scenery, maintained by
nature and untouched by man, which may be viewed com-
fortably from your car. Our bighway system encompasses over
40,000 miles of modern scenic highways, engineered and
maintained for safety, comfort and pleasure. Many special
traffic services have been provided including 854 roadside
parks, border JTravel Information Bureaus, and a system of
signs and markings, all of which help to provide Texas motor-
ists with a maximum of conveniences and enjoyment.

Jf you want to see spectacular scenery at its best, fused
with colorful bistory and romantic legends, why not ““See
Jiexas Firstid . .

@ R Capltal
Of Texa It was at thlS site that the Texas Declaratlon
S.

1836. A
jgned on March 2, s
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foreword. ..

fwgr’exas history is a dramatic story of the great of the Magee-Gutierree Expedition, her sovereignty

Southwest and a part of that great western move-  chanded eight times. The most hallowed pages foun:i
ment for freedom adainst tyrannical dovernments. Jt in the annals of Texas bistory describe the war for
reflects the hardships and struggles of brave men and  JTexas Independence. Recorded indelibly are the heroic
women of many races, who defied the forces of man and gallant deeds performed by Texans in their effort
and nature in exploring and settling the country. The to overthrow an obdurate dovernment and establish
early-day inhabitants of the territory which is now a Republic of Texas. Austin became the capital of the Republic of Texas
Texas came for various reasons. Some had a lust for in 1839, and in spite of serious economic conditions
adventure and to explore, others were seeking freedom the young Republic atiracted many immigrants from
or wealth, while a few came for the sole purpose of France and Germany. Texas then included parts of
ministering to their fellow men. New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, and Wyoming, and
was offered and accepted annexation to the Union in
1845, becoming the twenty-eighth state, later receiving
ten million dollars indemnity.

ment and signed the treaty which launched the begin-
ning of the Republic of Texas. General Houston, the
leading figure in Texas history, served two terms as
President, his government and country being duly rec-
ognized as an independent republic.

- Q)dest ness
M\SS\ON . -(;ne Srar

THE BATTLESHIP TEXAS . . . has its place in the pages
of Texas history. In 1919, the first plane ever to be
launched from a war vessel was catapulted from the
decks of the Battleship Texas. After it was decommis-
sioned in 1948, private contributions were collected to
prepare the ship for its final resting place at the San
Jacinto Battleground . . .

In October, 1835, at Gonzales, the first battle was
fought and won by the JTexans. This incident chal-
lenged the Mexican Military Authorities and brought
about the realization to both sides that the revolution

The environment of the land, the effects of living had begun. A chain of battles and skirmishes ensued
under six different sovereign flags which have flown until an assembly was called and Texas officially de-
over the state, have had everlasting influence on the clared her independence from Mexico and adopted a

generations to come, eventually fusing a stock of peo-  constitution on March 2, 1836, at Washington-on-the- The Alamo, the Forts, the Missions, and other re- W
ple who were to shape the destiny of Texas. While Brazos, appointing Sam Houston as Commander-in- nowned landmarks have all been preserved as scenic 1
Texas served under six flags, and, according to some  Chief of the Army. When the call was sounded for and honored shrines, serving as milestones in the by- &/
historians, a seventh flag known as the “ Green Flag”  the fight for independence, numerous patriots from the  paths of history . .. ; s,
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