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The colorful and romantic history of Texas reflects the story of a group of
pioneers who possessed courage, determination, and vision. Texas has served under
six flags and her sovereignty has changed eight times. The most hallowed pages
found in the annals of Texas history describe the War of Independence. Recorded
indelibly are the heroic and gallant deeds performed by Texans in their effort to
overthrow an obdurate government and establish a Republic of Texas.

Recreational opportunities are excellent. Fishing and hunting are most popular.
The angler can find more than 200 different species of fish in both fresh and salt
waters. Hunting for predatory animals, including mountain lion, coyote, and wolf,
is particularly thrilling in the vast undeveloped areas. An abundance of deer,
turkey, geese, quail, and other wild game provides excellent hunting in practically
all parts of the state during seasons. The Gulf Coast with its superb islands and
beaches offers fishing, sports, and plenty of healthful sunshine the year round.
Texas has numerous inland lakes with excellent recreational facilities and all are
well stocked with fish.

The Big Bend National Park in West Texas encompasses over 707,000 acres of
majestic mountains and canyons which are inhabited by all types of animals native
to the Southwest. Nature was especially kind to this region in creating scenic
wonders. Excellent accommodations are provided in the park and the scenery
and restful solitude are unequaled.

There are 49 state parks providing all types of recreation for the entire family.

No mention of attractions in Texas would be complete without including the
historic points of interest. Missions, monuments, and other historic milestones are
sprinkled throughout this land, rich in both history and legend. The varied terrain
affords an assortment of interesting and spectacular scenes, ranging from the
majestic mountains in the west to the cypress bayous in the east, from the Rio
Grande Valley in the south to the Great Plains in the northern Panhandle.

There are over 4,000 different species of wild flowers, some of which grow
exclusively in Texas. The native flora ranges from rugged cacti to delicate orchids;
however, the most notable flower is the bluebonnet, official state flower. The
timber belt in Texas produces lumber (both pines and hardwoods), paper pulp,
and various other forest products.

Texas produces some 150 crops, with King Cotton first, closely followed by a
variety of grains and vegetables. Citrus and deciduous fruits, along with all
kinds of vegetables, are grown the year round in the Rio Grande Valley.

The cattle industry is one of the oldest and most important industries in Texas.
Today about 10 per cent of the total cattle in the United States is raised in Texas.
Nearly 4/5 of the farm and ranch land is pasture and range land. In the produc-
tion of mohair Texas exceeds the rest of the world and is the top wool-producing
state in the Union.

Texas leads the nation in the total value of minerals produced, including some
2/5 of the nation’s supply of petroleum and 1/4 of the world’s supply of sulphur.
Many other natural resources, including salt, mercury, gold, silver, copper, and
iron are also mined.

An abundance of raw materials and natural resources along with an adequate
transportation system, have made Texas the manufacturing and industrial state
of the South.

Texas normally enjoys a comfortable climate throughout the year, with tem-
peratures varying from an annual mean of 56 degrees in the Panhandle to 74
degrees in the Lower Rio Grande Valley area. The summers are delightful in
the higher altitudes and on the Coast. The winters range from occasional freezing
northers and some snow in the northern area to the tropical sunshine enjoyed
in the southern extremities all year. Rainfall varies from an annual average of
more than 50 inches in the east to less than 10 inches in the west.

The official designations of the state are as follows:

GREETINGS . . . .

Texas is blessed with spectacular scenery and delightful
recreational facilities, all studded with historic landmarks
and shrines. It is a privilege for me as Governor of Texas
to invite our out-of-state friends and Texans alike to
explore and vacation in the Lone Star State. Our system
of highways is unsurpassed, and special traffic services
have been provided to insure motorists a maximum of
safety. This year we have a special state-wide campaign

for highway safety, and your cooperation is appreciated.
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Price Daniel
Governor of Texas

Texas has the greatest floral variety of any state in theunion. In East Texas the yellow sand dollar and pink mist

flower line the fence rows. The bluebonnet, official stat flower, covers certain regions of the state in the early spring

with a blanket of blue. In summer and fall the brilliart red fruits of the wild balsam or pomegranate vine decorate

wayside fences, sprinkled with the conspicuous blue nctive widow’s tears. There are over 4,000 species of wild
flowers, some of which may be found blooming the year around, in Texas.

Facts About Texas

State Tree: The Pecan
State Flower Bluebonnet
S : - State Bird: The Mockingbird
Te)fas, the lond‘ of hosplfallty,_encompqsrse:s 171,0?6,960 sprawling acres creah.ng State Song: UTexa: OurToa
a variety of terrain and recreational facilities. It is also a prosperous land with State Motto: “Friendship”
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a diversified econo-my. The morc:z than nine million peopl'e inhabiting the Lon'e State Sobriquet: The Lone Star Stafe
Star State lay claim to many firsts, bests, mosts, and biggests; however, their
greatest virtue lies in their genuine friendliness. This trait has become somewhat
symbolic of the state and is known the world over.

There are many factors which make Texas a unique and great state. lts size,
its wealth, its natural resources, its history and cultural environment all con-
tribute; but its greatest asset is its people—they make Texas the land of hospitality.

The Huntsville Prison Rodeo
is one of the most eagerly
awaited events in Texas. Inmates
perform each Sunday during the
month of October in one of the most
thrilling rodeos held in the nation.

Beautiful Central Texas rivers
provide recreation seekers with
all kinds of water sports and good
fishing — with plenty of natural
beauty thrown in to boot.
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Playing is fun . . . . in the white sands piled lavishly here
and there throughout Texas by Nature’s giant hand.

Evening in the Big Thicket . . . . this two-million acre thicket of timber,

rare orchids, and a myriad of other flowers has yielded many interesting

facts, but the greater part of it remains a mystery because of its in-

accessibility to man. The Alabama-Coushatta Indian reservation is
located in the Big Thicket.

In Big Bend National Park, many rare and interesting species of both

plant and animal life await the visitor. Beyond the ocotillo, or devil’s

walking stick, one may see the winding park road which will lead the
visitor safely through this spectacular park.

PLAY BALL . . . all kinds of baseball are played in Texas.

From the Professional Class AA Texas League to the sandlot

variety, you’ll enjoy the thrills and excitement of watching
baseball under Texas skies.

The Pecos River Bridge is the highest highway bridge (273

feet) in the Southwest. This deep chasm once served as the

eastern boundary of Judge Roy Bean’s ““Law West of the
Pecos”’ country.

The Texas Gulf Freeway in Houston connects the busy Gulf Coast cities
of Houston and Galveston. This superhighway was one of the first of
the state’s many modern highways to be completed.

Shrimp fleet at dock in Port Aransas

Sundown in the west . . . . finds the
cattle bedded down for the night on
the sprawling plains in the great
Texas Panhandle. Many paths lead
to the familiar tank and windmill,
and many a thirsty cow and cowboy
alike will wander by for a cool drink.

D\

AN

"The Eyes of Texas’’ are upon The
University of Texas, which cele-
brates its seventy-fifth anniversary
in 1958. The tower, library, and
fountain are familiar and heart-
warming sights to those who have
crossed the “'forty acres.”

A stream in the picturesque Davis Mountains eagerly
feeds the pinon pines and goldenrods, along with other
wild flowers found in this region.

Deep in the heart of Texas, a farm to mar-

ket road can be seen winding its way

through the Frio Canyon. Colorful rose

mallow seen in the foreground is typical
of this region.

. . . . one of the many seaports

along the 624 miles of white, sandy

beach of Texas. Fishermen and

water sportsmen alike are beckoned

the year around to the Texas Gulf
Coast.

Indian blankets covering a limestone slope may be seen

from the roadside park on State Highway 71 at the Peder-

nales River. The roadside parks provided by the Texas

Highway Department offer visitors a place of relaxation,

and often a panoramic view of the many scenic wonders
of Texas.

It's a-maizing! Full heads of maize

await harvest in the great grain belt.

Over 150 different crops are raised
in Texas.
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