PUBLIC ROADS ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

.

| NFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM
DATE: ApriIL 30, 1946

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC VOLUME TRENDS

-During March 1946 traffic continued at a level slightly above
that established in 1941, the previous all-time high. On the basis
of preliminary estimates, totzl travel during March 1946 on rural
roads exceeded the amount of such traffic in March of 1941 by one
percent. Traffic on main highways was 4 percent above while that
on local roads was 6 percent below the 1941 figures.

- Traffic in the two western regions was 18 percent above corre-
sponding 1941 counts; that in the central regions was one percent
below; and that in the eastern regions was 6 percent below 1941
levels,. Im CQmparison with 1945 figures, traffic in the western
regions increased 58 percent, that in the central regions 44 per-
cent, and that in the eastern regions 52 percent.

Comparisons of city traffic in March 1946 with corresponding
traffic in March 1945 are as follows:

stations in Chicago, I1llinois +35.9 percent.
stations in Detroit, Michigan +24.4 percent.
station in Santa Fe, New Mexico 483.1 percent.
stations inSt., Louis, Missouri +35.0 percent.
stations in Washington, D. C. +37.6 percent.

DO O D

H. S. FAIRBANK, DEPUTY COMM!SSIONER
PuBt 1c ROADS ADMINISTRATION
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FOR MARCH 1946 INCLUDING 514 STATIONS IN 88 STATES!

TABLE 1.--PRELININARY SUNNARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA

Number Percentage Number Percentage
Type of highwey of change from| T¥Pe of highway of change from
end State stations | March 1045 snd State stations | Mareh 1945
| STATE HIGEWAYS STATE HIGHEWAYS
“Alabama ' 8 +38.1 (Continued)
Arizona 5 +55.7 Washington 10 +56.9
Arkansas 13 +38.7 West Virginia 11 +59.3
Californie 9 469.6 Wisconsin 9 +47.1
Colorado 5 +38.5 ¥yoming 5 +45.8
~Connecticut 17 +74.6 '
. Delaware 6 +40.2 | TOTAL - 38 STATES 481 +61.2
Georgia 5 +80.5 = ‘ -
Idahe '8 4+52.9 LOCAL HIGHWAYS
“Illinois 4 +40.2 1 Alabama 2 +55.5
‘Tows 26 450.1 Connecticut. 3 +45.8
Kentucky i0 ‘+46.7 Delaware 2 +26.6
Louisiana 8 +35.0 Georgia 4 +23.4
" Maine 10 +62.2 Iowa 9 +22.2
Maryland 17 448.0 Maryland 1 +23.5
Massachusetts 9 +52.6 Michigan 2 +35.2
Michigan- T26 $+33.2 Montana 2 +15.5
Mississippi 10 +47.2 Nebraska 1 +26.4
 Montana 12 +55.6 North Dakota 2 ~13.1
Nebraska 11 +43.2 ‘Ohio 2 +46.0
Nevada 16 +65.1 - Oregon 1 - +73.9
““New Mexico 14 $45.4 Rhode Island 1 +48.0
~ New York - 2 +39.8 Wisconsin 1 +32.4
- North Dakota it 4+93.8
Chio 22 +47.2 TOTAL - 14 STATES 33 +40.7
Okl shoma 20 +63.0
. Oregon 4 +86.8 ALL HIGHWAYS
Pennsylvania 29 +46.6 38 STATES 514 +48.2
‘Rhode Island 3 +31.2
South Dakota 10 +44.8 3 E4STERN REGIONS 132 +51.9
"~ Texas 74 +41.1 ' ;
Utah 10 %39.4 4 CEXTRAL REGIORS 281 +42.8
Vermont 9 +53.7
~ Virginia 3 +28.7 2 WESTERN REGIONS 101 +58.5

4 New Jersey,

South Caroline, and Tennessee.

lxncludel al! States except Florids, Indisna, Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota, New Hampshire,
North Caroclina, '
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TABLE 2.-~REVISED SUNWARY OF AUTONATIC TRAFFIC RECORDER DATA FOR
FEBRUARY 1946 INCLUDING 613 STATIONS IN 45 STATES!

Number- Percentage ) Number Percentage
Region and State . of _change from| Region and State of change from
stations | Feb. 1945 stations Feb. 1945
NEW ENGLAND FAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Connecticut 20 +67.5 Alabama 9 +41.7
Maine 10 +48.3 Kentucky 12 +58.3
Massachusetts 9 +45.4 Mississippi 10 +50.7
New Hampshire 8 +66.1 Tennessee 4 +77.9
Rhode Island 4 +25.8 Subtotal 35 +54.8
Vermont 9 +67.4 )
Subdtotal 60 +57.4 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL
Arkansas 13 +84.5
MIDDLE ATLANTIC Louisiana 8 +35.5
New York 3 +39.0 Oklahoma 20 +67.8
- Pennsylvania 29 161.5 Texas 74 +41.9
Subtotal 32 t+58.4 Subtotal 115 +y7.1
SOUTH ATLANTIC NOUNTAIN :
Delaware 8 +48.8 Arizona 5 +69.8
Maryland 18 +49, 1 Colorado 6 +46.4
Virginia : 3 +43.9 Idsho 8 +48.0
West Virginia 11 164, 4 Montana 14 +48.1
Subtotal north : Nevada 16 - 1+66.9=
portion 4o t52.0 New Mexico 13 +46.1
o Utah 10 +30,6
Florida 18 185.4 Wyoming 5 +57.9
Georgia 9 +76.3 Subtotal 77 +52.8
North Carolina 20 +74.5 :
Subtotal south PACIFIC
portion 47 +79.3 California 6 +81.4
Oregon 5 +75.7
Subtotal region 87 +69.3 Washington .- 10 +57.2
Subtotal 21 +68.0
EAST NORTH CENTRAL -
Illinois : 4 +47.8 TOTAL ALL STATES? 613 152.0
Indiana 22 +59.1
Michigan 28 +31.6 STATE HIGHWAYS? 580 +57.4
Ohio 22 +52.0
Wisconsin 10 +48.1 LOCAL HIGHWAYS 33 +38.9
Subtotel 88 44,9 , -
WEST NORTH CENTRAL : :
Iowa 35 +62.4 3 FISEERI‘RFGIOIS‘ 179 +54.3
Kansas® 14 +43.8 R
Missouri 20 +84.0
Nebraska 11 450.3 4 CENPRAL REGIONS 336 ti48.4
North Dakota 12 +39.5 s
South Dakota 8 +42.3 :
Subtotal 100 +83.1 2 WESTERY REGIOKS 88 +58.3

lCunbined State. and locsl highwaya

2

Includes al]l States except the following: ﬁinnc-oti. New Jersey, and South Cnfulin--

gﬁbnornul ccﬁditiana in 19485 or 1946 affected 1 count in Kansas: excluding station 10, the
increase is 67.7 percent. ' i )

P-3843







1946 COXPARED. WITH THOSE IN NARCH 1945 AND 1941.

T4BLE 3.--NUNBER OF VEHICLES, CLASSIFIED BY TfPES, USING TOLL FACILITIES IN MARCH

1946

Percentage change

Percentage change

from 1045 from 1041
Facilities
Trucks Trucks Trucks
Total Passenger and Total Passenger and Total Passenger and
cars busses ears busges gsrs busses
EASTERN REGIONS

2 in the New England States 35,818 32,160 3,658 +30.2 +31.8 +17.7 +24.1 +21.7 +50.1
17 in the Middie Atlantic States 8,725,912 7,551,835| 1,174,077} 453.0 +63.0 + 9.8 +33.7 +34.5 +29.1
Fleetwood Viaduct, Westchester .

County, Néw York 355,445 355,445 - +150.9 |  +150.9 .- + 7.8 + 7.8 .-
‘Pennsylvania Tutnpike 156,763 124,075 32,688 +87.1 +129.8 + 9.6 +27.0 +23.6 +41.8
5 in the SBouth Atlsntic States 356,302 293,591 62,71t} +73.6 +102.0 + 4.8 +16.9 +18.2 +10.8

fm“dL - 26 facilities! 9.63‘0.250‘ 8,357,116 | 1,273,134 456.8 +67.1 -+.9.8 +31.7 +32.2 +28.4
4 AL = 30 facilities 10,154,820 8,825,446 ) 1,329,3874| +55.6 166.3 +9.0
CENTRAL REGIONS

4.on the Great Lakes Canadian

Border? 348,684 306,391 42,293 126.5 +29.6 8.0 1 +492.9 +94.8 | t80.1
2 in the Great Lakes Region 84,643 64,205 20,437% 457.4 +96.6 - 3.2 +11.2 +26.6 ~16.6

‘Subtotel - § fecilitdes %33,327 370,587 62,730 t31.¢6 +37.7 + 4.1 +68.7 +78.2 +28.8

Man the Ohio River$ 473,717 398,158 75,559{ +42.7 +49.3 +16.0 +21.5 +25.7 + 3.4
¥ .n Kentucky 22,691 16,790 5,901) +85.1 +110.2 +38.2 +78.9 +87.4 +58.4

Subtotal - § fecilities 498,408 414,948 81,480 tHd.2 +51,0 +17.3 +23.3 +27.3 + 6.1
9 on the Mississippi and St.Croix .

"Rivers St. Louis and Nerth 1,008,368 819,226 189,142] +33.0 +42.6 + 3.0 - 7.5 - 3.5 -21.4

2. on the Mississippi River south : e

of St. Louis 52,415 46,039 12,376 +39%.8 +60.0 - 1.7 +14.0 +30.0 -18.5

Subtotal - 11 faecilities 1,060,783 859,285 201,518 +33.3 +43.3 + 2,7 - 6.6 - 2.4 -21.3
Zieng  the Missouri River 139,749 110,352 29,3971 +40.9 +48.0 +1%.3 +51.5 +58.6 +29.5
i 1 the Missouri River area 3,832 3,127 7061 +96.9 +105.6 +65.7 + 5.4 + 5.2 + 3.1
Subtotel ~ § faciilities 143,582 113,479 30,108} t41,9 +ug.1 +20.1 | +48.7 +56.85 t+28.8
TOTAL ~ 30 facilitieal 2,134,100 1,758,289 375,811} 435.9 t44.2 + 7.1} +12.8 +18.3 - 7.2
TGTAL ~ 35 facilities 2,313,065 1,904,150 408,915 ] +36.7 +44.2 + 9.9
WESTERN REGIONS
1 in California 1,962,199 1,794,164 168,035) +35.4 +39.9 + 0.6 +33.8 +31.8 +68.0
5-in the Oregon-Washington area 414,318 365,760 48,558 +95.2 +102.7 +52.8 | +133.3 +132. 4 +140,1
TOTAL ~ 6 facilities 2,376,517 2,159,924 216,593] +43.0 +47.7 + 9.0 | +44.6 +41.7 +80.1
‘UNITED STATES
TOTAL - 62 fecilities? 14,140,867 | 12,275,329 1,865,538 450.5 +59.8 + 8.9 | +30.4 +31.6 +23.0
POTAL -~ 71 facilities 14,844,402 | 12,889,520 1,954,882} +50.2 +59.8 + 9.1
g ‘l‘ﬂulo facilities have comparative data for 1946, 1945, :ndvlwfl and sre included in the larger totsl below.
2rwo of these facilities are in Western New York and therefore are related to similar fecilities in the Central Stntcl.
3Fous of theee facilities are between Ohio and West Virginia. P-3843







FERCENTAGE OF TRAFFIC IN“CORRESPONDWKZ MONTHS OF 1941
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FIGURE 1.— PERCE’.NTAGE RELATIONS OF RURAL TRAFFIC IN MONTHS OF 1944, 1945

AND 1946 WITH THAT IN CORRESPONDING MONTHS OF {941,
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