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I'm v~ry _happy to join in this ground-breaking ceremony . 

._,. Th{~ is - a very happy occa~ion. 
,r • • • • I ... •

( I congratulate all parties concerned for the way they
• ~ .i. ,,: 

have. pl~n~ed -£6~ the futu~e -- not just the imrned~~te· future 
• -r • .~ 

· but the .big bright future that lies just over . the horizon. 

,., ·,:This bridge is desigited not just to sp~n th~ Trin{t.y River ... ' .- ' . . ,• - .\ 

today . , .. I~,. is·_ de_~~gned s~ that it will also pr?yide clearance 

for 'a~·ve·ssel•~ that will some day b~ s~iling . up a future Trinity 

canal . 

As you probably know the U.S. Coast Gp.ard, which is part 

of the Department of Transportation -- works closely with our 

highway people when it comes to the bridging of navigable waterways.
/ 

We are delighted that this project being started here today 

is a fine example of the cooperation that can be a watchword when 

good planning and good people get together. 

- more -



-~. (• I want to report that ,ta" lot of Texans in Washington had a 
hand in this planning. One '·of them is a Dallas native -- my very 
good friend .,and1 th~.. ~v~ry .,c.ap,able head . of the Feder.al Highway
Administrati'orr: :;_ ;;:- . Fra'nk ' Turrier ·. ··· ·Frank is a graduate civil engineer 
from Texas A&M and has been in the road-building business throughout 
his professional career. He is the best man we could have for 
the job. 

The bridge we begin today is another landmark in the Texas 
Interstate Highway System. 

This program -- statewide is more than two-thirds complete 
and open to traffic. Another twelve percent is under construction. 
This totals nearly 2,500 miles. 

This is a fine record and it speaks well ·for the high 
degree of .cooperation between the Texas Highway Department and 
our 9wn .Federal government highway officials.· We have always 
~ork~d well togethei. 

Bu~ Texas goes big for all kinds of transportation. This 
is evide·nt from the fact that among the states receiving the most 
funds from the Department of Transportation, Texas ranks fourth. 
The to~~~~~- co~i~~n~ to Te~~s~for Fiscal 1~69 was $273 millio~. c· 

I want .. to wish -everybody connected with this proj·ect . . 
success .and ·good luck -- the fine employees of the Ashland Oil 
and Refining Company who will bu1ld the 'bridge -- the public 
officia~~ of_ ~h~ _qity ?f .~~lla~ ang the ~exas Highway Department . 

1 

. ~ w~nt ~o also _th~nk . the Trinity Improvement Association 
and the Dallas Chamber· of .Commerce for' sponsoring· this ceremony. 

~ ..... • • .. . ·, • -- t ' ',f • • . • • • •/ • ·r- am·· sure ·y6ur ·: ne{;rbridge will prove a ·valuable asset to' 
_the comrnuntty. I know it will -- as a c9mponent of the outer 
16op -- help ·relieve congestion for the people 'of Dallas and 
make their traveling easier. 

I . know it will contribute to their safety. I know finally, 
that thiS' new bridge will in .itseif pro\re to be a monument of 
spl~ndor and strength . 

. · . ,., I shall pe closely watching your progres~ in constructionr • from' Washington. I wish you well. 

. ' ... ( 
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