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Rl~MAIU~S PREPARED FOR ;])ELIVERY BY SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.- JOHN A_. VOLPE 
01-J 1AlUUVAL I N SHANNON, IRELAND, ON JUNE_ 5,, _1969 , ENROUTE TO THE J.969 PARIS 
INTERNATIONAL /\IR SHOW IN PARIS, FRANCE
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My stopover in Shannon is regrettably sliort, but my i.n terest in lrelnnd 
. ·, _has b een l ong. As Gqvernor of Mns·;nchusetts, with lts Jni-ge Irish-/\mci: icnur { -~_,'- popl1lation, I . became well aw<;1re how uniquely Irish enei:g{cs h.:ivc contributed 

t,: - ). to .th~· developmcmLof the ~tliteq St·!ltes . ~ Preside_nt Kennedy put i.t we ll: 
• '· .- 111~.elatid·.has never- ,be en~ r i ch arid .bountiful country, b1.1t throughout the· 

• ~,. •·ii," , L '. "'cen~uy.t•c~~ ~its eq11tr.~l1uUon~")YclVC .l>cfn ;#ch -~no bount1ful to the ·wo~1d. ii ~ 
• • • • f'. :l . ,• 

• • • ~ ,. ' ' , • •/,: • ' • • ~ : j. . ...: ~ 

Presi.dent NJxon Mmself is. proud of his , Irish ancestry. On the 
:_paternal sl1c, . Jt-1m~;; Ni.JC.on_ernigrate,,d from. Ireland in about 1740; on the 
maternal side, 1'homas Millious~ ·1eft County Kildare in 1729_. 
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•. -; •• ,, ;1.fh.e' Irish' in · r-reland play ~an impo'r_~ant-•.r;5>+e in ,world affairs today -·-
for ·exampl c· in ~eacekecpiug,.._ and ·arsarmameat. I am aware of the new i<l~as 

:"ana:.mode1.·n attitil.d..es · in ·your historic . country / ·and I ·11oj.)C to have the 
r opportunity 'to return and obsC:!rvc both the btistling pnce of cl1ange and theI ·qui.et ench~'.1t-ment of t:he"ro~1~ti:ysi~c. 
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