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REt'Ll\RKS P.HEPJ\.RED FOR DELIVERY BY UNITED S'J'A'rES SECRE'.i'ARY OF 
TRANSPOR'I'l\'f:CON JOHN A. VOLPE l\'l'· 1\. DINNER GIVEN BY 'l'J-m M:CNIS~r1.m 
OF COMl·-1UNJCNI'IONS AND PUBLIC worms PAl-WO AI'J.'IO I IN JJELSINKI' 
FINLAND ON JUNE 11, 1969 ---

Minister AiU.o cJ.n<l M.:r.s. l\it:i..o, may I f:il:-s-t: of alJ. exp:,:·cr.;s 
my Rpprcc:iation for/yO\.U'.' genc.t·ous r emarks nnd your wnrrn Finn:i.f,h 
hospitality and , on'behc:J.f of all of you:c guests, our ~;incci:e 
thanks for this <lelight.:i:ul dinner in these beautiful surro1.rnc1ings. 
Finnish hospitality is legendury, and this evening c9nfixms 1111 
I have ever heaxd from those fortunate e11ongh to have hcid the 
pleasrire of n visit to Fi.nland. 

It is a particular pleasure for an American to visit 
this magnificent country. Our two conn.tries are linked by long 
years of . friendship and by the fc1.t11ily ties e:xist:i.ng between the 
thousands of Finns who have rnigrat.eu to the Unite<l Stat.es ana· 
t he people of Finland . Our relations are friendly and frank 

·and arc bnsed on a common vision of the dignity of the in<liv:i._du0. l 
and the enduring v a lue of a free societ.y . We both see k a world 
at peace i~ which past inequities are corrected crnd free and 
independent nations c:.re enabled to realize their potent:i.al in il 

res_ponsibfl,e and cooper·ative internn tionG.l society. 

This morning I h ad the honor to be received by my counter
pi1rt in the F i nnish gove:,~nment. , Mini ste:,: Aiti o , by Foreign Ministei~ 
J~arjalainen , nnd then I hnd c:. most pleasant and productive li1lk 
with President . Kekkonen . I brought to those gentlemen and I bring 
to- you now \·1arrn greetings from PresicTcnt Nixon. Foll.0\-:ing· my 
meetings with the two ministers and President Kekkonen lam 
delighted to confirm the _j.mprcss io11 I had before coming to Finland 
that there are no outstanding problems bet\•1cen our t wo countries 
and that there exists both in ouJ~ official and our private relations 
an. atmosphere of rnu.j::ual cordi.ali t.y . 

I am l ooking forward later on thi f; af tcrnoon to the t alks 
which are scheduled with your civil aviation of f:ice1.·s . l\.s the 
wo)~ld continues to shrink and a.s rnoJ:-e and more people arc able to 
«f.r:01-d to tra vel l on9 dist~nCf!n by c:.ir , we will cont.:i.nnc to 
develop avia.t:i.on route~; to ;.n,c.1 :-r:orn otn: Vi'J.:,:-ious countr:i.cs. In 
the .United S·i.:;:: t:cr. \·10. we'd.come st·• d'J <..~.cve:toprn~:mts · as_ -L:hc n ew F51111.:d.J: 

route t.o • Ncv1 Yo:cl: ,1::: an :i.mp cn: t ,:, nt: s tt~p .i.n inc:ceo.sin9 con c.,:c·:.~_; 
bct.-..·rnen Finland and AmcJ-:ica. 1·lc~ loo}; f on-;;u:c] to fu:d:hc:r dcvc lopme:,!1Ls 
in this field a1,d ,-,e will b-2 rnoi; t . :i.nt:e:ces tcd t:o h crff i:lboul F:i.nl,md'r: 
pln n s for the futur e in air tr~napprt . 
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