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Recent and ongoing collaborations

• Linked Data: URIs

• Library of Congress Subject Headings

• BIBFRAME

• New RDA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some things we’ve been working on. I’ll talk about each one.
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Linked Data
Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) in GPO’s Bibliographic Records

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First is linked data.
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URIs added

• URI = Uniform Resource Identifier

• Enables linked data among institutions

• Added for authorized access points in bibliographic records

• Connects to the associated authority record

• Close to 5 million URIs added to the Catalog of U.S. 
Government Publications (CGP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide]
GPO has begun experimenting with Linked Data by adding URIs to the bibliographic records in our catalog.
A URI makes a direct connection from a bibliographic record to the authority record for an associated entity or subject. Close to 5 million URIs were added to the CGP this year.
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URI link from bib to authority

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
URIs display only in the MARC view of bibliographic records in the CGP. The blue box on the left is the CGP MARC record for the GPO Cataloging Guidelines, with the URI for the author – GPO’s Library Technical Services – outlined in orange. The orange box on the right is the corresponding Library of Congress Name Authority File web page for the URI, representing LTS.
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Impact of URIs added

• Imperfect machine matching 

• Some mismatches (mostly for personal names)

• Need to prevent mismatches

• Re-evaluated GPO policy to limit creation of personal name 
authority records (NARs)

• Less robust NARs for some persons

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide] 

Machine processing to add URIs efficiently provides millions of correct matches to authority records, but human intervention is needed to prevent bad matches. One type of intervention is to create new authority records so the machine does not incorrectly match two different people who have the same name. Because this means more authority records will be needed, we are developing criteria to create brief authority records at GPO. The brief records will not contain as much information about a person as we would ideally include, but they will sufficiently differentiate people in the authority file, and they will be available for other libraries to use.
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LCSH
Library of Congress Subject Headings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Also in the authorities realm: Subject authorities. GPO’s primary vocabulary for subject analysis is LCSH, the Library of Congress Subject Headings. LCSH is a controlled vocabulary used to indicate what a resource is about, and occasionally what a resource is.
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Types of subject authority headings (+ examples)

• Buildings/Structures
• J. Edgar Hoover Building 

(Washington, D.C.)
• Patterson-McDermott Cabin 

(Skagway, Alaska)

• Events
• Hurricane Irma, 2017
• Mobile Campaign, 1865

• Geographic features
• Little Black River Watershed 

(Ark. and Mo.)
• Manhattan Project National 

Historical Park

• Topical concepts
• Digital currency
• Off-label drug use

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are four main types of headings that GPO contributes to the LCSH authority file. Of course there are topical concepts and ideas. There are also named buildings and structures, events, and certain types of geographic features – including national parks and monuments. 
The examples under each type here are headings GPO has created. 
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Proposing headings

• GPO is a member of SACO (Subject Authority Cooperative 
Program), a component of PCC (The Program for Cooperative 
Cataloging)

• SACO members can submit proposals for additions and 
changes to LCSH 

• Most GPO proposals are reviewed internally before 
submission

• All proposals are reviewed for editorial consistency by staff at 
the Library of Congress, with community input

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read instead of slide]

As a member of SACO (the Subject Authority Cooperative Program), GPO proposes new subject authority records, and changes to existing ones. 
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Considerations before proposal

• Is there any subject in the work being cataloged that cannot 
be covered by existing LCSH?

• Does the subject comprise at least 20% of the work?

• Is the subject a discrete, identifiable concept?

• Could the subject term from the work be a synonym or 
variant for an existing LCSH?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read instead of slide]

These are some of the questions we ask ourselves before making a SACO proposal.
As Marisa Hughes mentioned in last month’s TLR, LCSH is set up based on literary warrant. Terminology might exist in MeSH or NASA or other vocabularies, but not in LCSH, because a SACO cataloger did not encounter the term yet.
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LCSH created by GPO

• Aerial lifts
• COVID-19 (Disease) 
• Cryptocurrencies
• Election Security
• Herd immunity
• Hurricane Ida, 2021
• Metropolitan areas--

Economic conditions
• Muslims--Persecutions 

• National security--Climatic 
factors 

• Official Time
• Robocalls
• Shell companies 
• Electronic government 

information--Law and 
legislation 

• Wildlife trafficking

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a sample of new (original) LCSH proposed by GPO and accepted within the past 6 years. We’ve created headings for well-known entities and concepts, some of which have been around for a long time, and others which are more recent developments.
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LCSH created by GPO

• Appalachian Development 
Highway System 

• Blended wing-body aircraft
• Consolidation of gains 

(Military science) 
• Emtricitabine/tenofovir 

disoproxil fumarate 
• FedNow Service (Service 

mark)

• Indium tin oxide 
• Town Creek Aqueduct (Md.)
• X-34 (Research plane) 
• Yermo xanthocephalus
• Zumwalt Class (Destroyers) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some other new headings we’ve had approved, for less common topics. The variety here is representative of the variety of materials we catalog. Headings on this slide (and the previous one) were created to catalog products from various government agencies, including Agriculture, Defense, Health & Human Services, Interior, and Congress.
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When are change proposals needed?

• Main heading needs replacement because it is offensive 
and/or out-of-date

• Synonyms are discovered and must be added

• The hierarchy needs to be adjusted

• A reciprocal scope note is needed for an existing heading, to 
differentiate it from a new but similar subject

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read instead of slide]

LCSH is a living vocabulary. It is meant to reflect current American usage, and therefore headings can be changed to replace offensive or outdated terms. We also adjust the hierarchy to accommodate new terms, and we add synonyms when they’re found.
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Changes initiated by GPO

Changes to main heading:

• Problem youth --> At-risk youth (Social sciences)

• Protective clothing --> Personal protective equipment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are a couple of changes that resulted from GPO proposals. The slide says “initiated” because we made our proposals within the established LCSH structure, and then the editors at LC decided to combine our proposed terms with existing terms.
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Changes by GPO

Addition of cross references:

• + Private activity bonds (Industrial development bonds) 
for Industrial development bonds

• + Residential reentry centers
for Halfway houses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are a couple examples of cross references we’ve added to existing LCSH.
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SACO monthly review process

• Tentative List*

• Editorial Meeting

• Summary of Decisions*

• *Freely available online – or sign up for the SACO listserv to 
receive via email
ohttps://listserv.loc.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read instead of slide]

There are basically 3 steps to the SACO review process. First, a tentative list of proposed headings is released. Second, an editorial meeting is held to discuss complex or controversial proposals. Finally, the Summary of Decisions is published to announce availability of new headings and reasons for unapproved proposals.
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https://listserv.loc.gov/
https://listserv.loc.gov/


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

Tentative monthly lists

• Proposed headings scheduled for review 

• Headings are not yet approved or available for use in 
current cataloging

• Anyone can submit comments to argue for or against 
proposals on the list

• List date is when it will be discussed and reviewed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://classweb.org/tentative-subjects/

[read 1st 3 bullets]

Straightforward proposals are approved or denied by Library of Congress staff. More complicated proposals are brought to the monthly editorial meeting.
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Monthly editorial meeting

• Open to interested members of the library community and the 
public at large 

• Held once a month on Fridays 
• Discussion to consider any of the subject proposals on the 

current monthly list
• Schedule & access:

• 2022: https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-
Meetings-2022.pdf

• 2023: https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-
Meetings-2023.pdf

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The monthly editorial meeting is open to all, but you must register if you’d like to attend (link on slide)

This is where I learned that Library of Congress staff truly want to be inclusive and considerate of what works best for libraries and the public. They genuinely value input from meeting attendees and are grateful when they receive feedback from people who are knowledgeable about the subjects proposed.
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Monthly editorial meeting 

• 2022 discussions:
• Digital undertakers and undertaking 
• Mass incarceration 
• White privilege
• Non-standard employment
• Urban indigenous peoples
• Manga

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are some of the proposals that have been discussed at meetings I’ve attended this year. Reasons for discussion generally include usage (Is the term a commonly used word or phrase?) – and precision of language (does the term have a clear meaning? If the meaning is not intuitive, can it be distinguished from other headings by a well-composed scope note?)
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Summary of Decisions

• Summary of Decisions is usually released around 2 weeks 
after the Editorial Meeting

• Announcement of proposals that were not approved as 
submitted, with justifications from the deciding committee

• May also include announcements about large scale or 
systematic changes to groups of headings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/saco/cpsoed/cpsoeditorial.html

[read instead of slide]

The Summary of Decisions is usually released around 2 weeks after the Editorial Meeting. It is an announcement of proposals that were not approved as submitted, with justifications from LC staff. Approved proposals are not announced; they are simply made available for use.
Reading each month’s summary is a good idea, because it provides insight into the decision-making process. It’s also a reliable way to get general announcements about LCSH, such as large scale or systematic changes to groups of headings. 
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GPO’s LCSH proposals for 2022 so far

• More than 40 new headings

• Approx. 1 dozen updated headings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So far this year, GPO has proposed more than 40 new headings and approximately a dozen updates. We don’t have approval results for all of them yet, but our success rate is generally very good.
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BIBFRAME
Bibliographic Framework Initiative
Partnership with the Library of Congress

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Switch gears to share info about a partnership we recently completed with the Library of Congress
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BIBFRAME

• https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/

• Developed by the Library of Congress

• Linked Data cataloging model

• Relies on URIs

• Replacement/Alternative to MARC 21

• Not incompatible with RDA, but not a straightforward match 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide]

LSCM is staying informed about Linked Data initiatives in the library world. One such initiative is BIBFRAME, a cataloging model created by the Library of Congress to serve as a replacement (or alternative) to MARC 21. 
BIBFRAME is designed to be compatible with the RDA cataloging model, though concepts don’t always align 1-to-1.
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BIBFRAME Partnership

David Hitchings (Technical Services Librarian, GPO), Jodi Williamschen (Senior Technical Metadata Standards Specialist, LC), 
Oksana Osborne (Metadata Integrity Librarian, GPO), Paul Frank (Cataloging Policy Specialist, LC)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Currently there is no external access to the Library of Congress BIBFRAME editor, called Marva. In order for GPO to learn more about BIBFRAME and experiment with creating records, two LTS catalogers (David and I) were granted temporary access to the Library of Congress system. Paul Frank and Jodi Williamschen are two of the amazing LC staff members who helped us get situated and comfortable using Marva.
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Marva BIBFRAME Editor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In May, LC downloaded the entire CGP, converted the MARC records into BIBFRAME, and stored those on LC’s servers, to provide us with a full test database. 
Jodi created some profiles in Marva specifically for GPO so that our most commonly used metadata fields would be pre-set.
David and I then used Marva to create new bibliographic records.
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BIBFRAME test database

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is how a record for an over-arching Work displays in the current BIBFRAME test database; it includes general information such as creator and subject matter. In the top right are links to Instance records, which are like sub-records for the different published formats; they contain manifestation-level information such as publisher data. 
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BIBFRAME Partnership: Statistics

• 70+ questions asked (& answered by LC staff!)
• 26 Work, 31 Instance records completed
• Record types: 

• monograph, multipart monograph, serial, integrating 
resource

• map, hearing, public law, foreign language, bilingual, 
streaming video, braille

• print format, electronic format

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide] 

Because the learning curve was rather steep, we ended up having many questions which LC staff graciously answered. We only created around a quarter of the records we had hoped to. But we did utilize several different Marva templates, and we successfully completed a representative sample of record types, listed here.
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BIBFRAME Partnership: Outcome

• LTS gained firsthand experience with BIBFRAME

• LTS provided LC with an “outsider” perspective 

• Marva and public-facing database are still in development

• LC network staff are continually making changes based on 
cataloger feedback

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide]

Not only did LTS gain firsthand experience with BIBFRAME, but we were also able to provide LC with an outsider’s perspective of features needed by other institutions – because not all of us catalog the same materials in exactly the same way. LC has already implemented some of our ideas. Marva is unique, because LC network staff designed it and maintain it. This allows for great flexibility; changes to the system are made continually, based on cataloger feedback. While Marva and the public-facing database are still in development, their usability and capabilities are already impressive.
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BIBFRAME: Next steps

• LSCM will need to decide whether/when to implement

• Decisions will need to be made for elements unique to 
Government documents

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read slide]
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RDA 
Resource Description and Access

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
RDA = Resource Description and Access 
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Official RDA

• a.k.a. “New RDA”
• Launched December 15, 2020
• Now in use worldwide
• Not yet adopted by the Program for Cooperative Cataloging 

(PCC)
 Not yet adopted by GPO
 Original RDA is still valid

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide]

GPO utilizes the RDA cataloging model to create and update catalog records. A new iteration of RDA was released in 2020. It is now known as “Official RDA” and represents the biggest change in cataloging since the original RDA was implemented in 2013. Many new, complex concepts are being introduced in this iteration.
LTS will not begin using the new RDA until it is implemented by the Program for Cooperative Cataloging. We recently learned that PCC will not do so before June 2023, because they need to complete some testing first.
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Official RDA

• New & different features for PCC

• Revised LC-PCC PS (Library of Congress - Program for 
Cooperative Cataloging Policy Statements)

• Newly created MGDs (Metadata Guidance 
Documentation)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Official RDA has prompted some new and different features for PCC.

Policy Statements were part of the original RDA Toolkit, but they’ve been edited to align with the structure of the new Official Toolkit.

The MGDs are completely new, created to support the policy statements with examples and explanatory text. This is also where MARC coding instructions will be found, as MARC is not part of the official RDA environment. 
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PCC Test of the Official RDA Toolkit

Test of the Official RDA Toolkit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GPO is participating in the PCC Test of the Official RDA Toolkit. 

The test is designed to assess whether the Toolkit’s new LC-PCC Policy Statements and associated Metadata Guidance Documents are user-friendly and accurate.
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PCC Test of the Official RDA Toolkit
• Testing LC-PCC PS and MGDs for accuracy and usability

 1 LTS Technical Services Librarian tester

 1 LTS Metadata Integrity Librarian evaluator

• Designed by PCC Task Group to Test the Official RDA Toolkit

 1 LTS Metadata Integrity Librarian on Task Group

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[read this instead of the slide]

There are 72 participants from PCC libraries. This includes:

1 LTS Technical Services Librarian tester, who will catalog using the Official Toolkit, LC-PCC PS, and MGDs, and record observations about their functionality.
1 LTS Metadata Integrity Librarian evaluator (myself) – I will compile observations from multiple testers, and look for trends and opportunities for improvement of the documentation.
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PCC Test of the Official RDA Toolkit

• Testing period: Oct. 17 - Jan. 6, 2023

• Task Group will analyze data and provide recommendations 
to PCC in early 2023

• PS and MGDs will be updated based on recommendations

• Official RDA will be implemented by PCC no sooner than 
June 2023 
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RDA/3R Project Page on fdlp.gov

> fdlp.gov 
> About The FDLP 
> Projects 
> The New Version of Resource Description and Access (RDA): 
GPO’s Preparations and Impacts on the FDLP Community

https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/the-new-version-of-resource-description-and-
access-rda-gpo-s-preparations-and-impacts-on-the-fdlp-community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have a page on the FDLP website to keep libraries informed of our progress in learning about, and adapting to, the official RDA. Here is the path and link to access it.


https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/the-new-version-of-resource-description-and-access-rda-gpo-s-preparations-and-impacts-on-the-fdlp-community
https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/the-new-version-of-resource-description-and-access-rda-gpo-s-preparations-and-impacts-on-the-fdlp-community


Federal Depository Library Program

https://www.fdlp.gov |  https://catalog.gpo.gov |  https://www.govinfo.gov 

General links

• Catalog of U.S. Government Publications (CGP)
• https://catalog.gpo.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The slides from here on out are links to resources mentioned.
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LCSH links

• LCSH (Library of Congress Subject Headings)
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/FreeLCSH/freelcsh.html

• SACO (Subject Authority Cooperative Program)
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/saco/

• SACO listserv
• https://listserv.loc.gov/
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SACO links

• Tentative Monthly Lists
• https://classweb.org/tentative-subjects/

• Editorial Meeting sign-up
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-

Meetings-2022.pdf
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-

Meetings-2023.pdf

• Summaries of Decisions
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/saco/cpsoed/cpsoeditorial.html

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
https://www.govinfo.gov/
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https://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/LCSH-Editorial-Meetings-2023.pdf
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BIBFRAME links

• BIBFRAME home page
• https://www.loc.gov/bibframe/

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
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RDA links

• PCC’s RDA Metadata Guidance Documentation (MGDs)
• https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/

• PCC Task Group to Test the Official RDA Toolkit – official 
charge

• https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/taskgroup/Test-Official-RDA-Toolkit-
charge.pdf

• GPO’s RDA Project Page
• https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/the-new-version-of-resource-

description-and-access-rda-gpo-s-preparations-and-impacts-on-
the-fdlp-community

https://www.fdlp.gov/
https://catalog.gpo.gov/F
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Thank you!
oosborne@gpo.gov
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