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sl TEXAS UNDER SIX FLAGS

The history of Texas reflects the struggle between the Spanish,
the French, the English and the Indian, for the possession of America.

Through the discovery of America by Columbus, Spain gained
the first claim to the New World. She began to occupy Texas,
then known as the ‘‘New Philippines,’” and in 1689 built one of
the first Spanish Missions in East Texas.

The French entered into the contest for possession of Texas
when La Salle, in 1685, explored the territory around Matagorda
Bay. The -struggle between France and Spain for possession of
Texas continued until France gave Western Louisiana to Spain,
which at that time included Texas. From 1712 to 1803, Texas
was alternately under the control of France and Spain.

ULF FISHING. ' , . . - S . f o . o : Mexico became independent of Spain in 1821, and in order to

T ; o e ‘ . ‘ o ‘. : e : — R ‘ _ expand its trade territory. offered liberal bounties of land to repu-

‘ table foreigners who would settle in Texas. By 1836 there were

o : b v - | o _ : . ' / % 4 8 at least 25,000 Anglo-Americans in Texas. While Texas was a

T P.ANCH, , ‘ | O . , . ‘ - . - 4 i e o 1 " - ' : : \ . o Ny . , - v __ part of Mexico, which was from 1821 to 1836, it was united

- - e . SH ok . : ‘ ’ : . ., , . ‘ _ . - , . with: the Mexican State of Coshuila, and the two states had a
: : . : ' ' single governor and legislature. - -

The Battle of San Jacinto, on April 21, 1836, established the
independence of Texas. The United States, deeply in sympathy = (;’\;[)argcehdeld 1931:8
with the new republic, recognized its independence in 1837. 5
The only state that has ever maintsined a sovereign existence, I
Texas, remained an independent republic from 1836 to 1846,

when by mutual sgreement, it became the twenty-eighth state of STATE HIGHWAY COMMISSION

the Union. Harry Hines Chairman

Texas remained a state of the Union until 1861, when it seceded D. K Markin Member
to join the Confederacy. The Confederate flag floated over John Wood Member
;.te:i(apsesfor four years. In 1865, it was replaced by the Stars and Gt Gildhrist S
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