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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Y (e
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.€. 20590

REMARKS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY BY ALAN S. BOYD, SECRETARY OF
TRANSPORTATION, BEFORE THE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE INDUSTRY

ASSOCIATION AT THE CONVENTION BALLROOM OF THE STARDUST HOTEL
IN LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1968, AT 4:00 PM.

I am delighted to be here in Las Vegas - where.a shortage

of "box-cars" is a problem I don't have to worry about.

And-T¥m particularly gladato meet 'with a groupsthat

doesn't think a wheel is something you lose your roll on.

We “have dn: our different. ways,;®a great! deal 1in, commons:
We' both epend & great deal of our:time coneerned with the" cape

and. Teeding ofi the ‘automabile.,

Youwttay: to keep themspunning. And L Ery. o keep ithem: from
runningsinto ‘edehother. —dand i irom. running, us out, o eur

urban areas.

Some orie once calculated that - allowing for the vagaries of
statistical reporting and the basis used - America has some
506,446 miles of urban streets and highways. The number of

vehicles in urban areas is roughly 77 million (or about 80
percent of the total). That adds up to about 152 vehicles per
e L evessit iy ousa sl oW ol caverage often (Teel per velyd eile sabinais
means we are almost one third of the way toward the possibility
of solid bumper-to-bumper traffic on all our urban streets.
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hat may seem  fap-—fetched at First but only last November
the Ok lahoma  Wighway Patrol reperted a 1l19-car pileup on
nterstate 40 near Oklahoma City. We may be a lot closer than
we think to that bumper-to-bumper day when a driver in San
PDiemos jams on his brakes and starts a. chain reaction which
eyentlal iytemashes ‘theigridl ol atear=in Pertiland, Maine:

But I think we have some grounds both for consolation and
For-topasmi sin .

Consolation in the sense that -we aren't alone with this
pretdem,  Nebt longtaso, a national newspaper ran g stopRy
describing how officials in Soviet cities were beceming
deeply concerned about the prospective impact of "hundreds of
thousands of automobiles on the country's inadequate streets
gndiviishwayst, “repalir parages, fasoline stations and.parking
facilities."

Optimism in theisense that both industry and '‘government
havesbegun o face Uup. o, the eritiecal transportaticnsprob lems
ool Urban areas: —randitteo take steps: to meet  bhens

B onetthing s am certvaine . ter Che foreseeabieSfuture SWe
dre going to hayve vo learn to lLiveswith a growlngsnumnber ot
automobiles. That means we are going to have to make far
bet e nuse. of eour urban strects and highways.

This does not mean we shouldn't do everything we can to
encolurage -the development of genuine alternatives Lo Ghe
automobile. On the contrary, I think we must develop those
glternatines . as a matternvof The ntmeost urgency < but notone
shionldrbe dnder sthe Pldusion Chat ttiiey will beanythiinstbut
alternatives.

It does mean that we cannot simply turn our: backs “on Gthe
problems we have today and plan, instead, for that mythical
day" when the American pubilic deeides the ear is just too mueh
and transfers his allegiance — and his affections - to rail
transit, helicopters, electric sidewalks, passenger capsules in
pneumatic tubes and what have you.

Any effort to cope with the ‘fransportation: problems din
urban areas must start with one fundamental fact of life:
the overwhelming desire of The American citizen to owan and use
gigar.
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The Bureau of Public Roads estimates conservatively that
there will be 156-million automobiles in this country in a
1iGtle over 200years, That' ls twice as many .as we have now,
puttotheruesiEimates run much higherl « I, for example g wereon=
tinue to buy automobiles at the rate we have bought them since
1930, we will have nearly 200-million by 1990 and could have
350-million by the year 2000. Unless we stop buylng cars
tomorrow, we are going to need new highways. We will need them,
in fact, ewen if we never manufacture another car. There is
novguestiondof need.

The only questions are: how many miles and lanes of surface
and where. And what they ought to look like. And what's the
best way to use them.

There isn't, for example, any guestion but that our cities
havera' ot mowre iecapacity  than. the cerunch: that oeccurs every rush
houre: mitghb:lead-us to bhelieves

And we are actively testing ways to better use the streets
and highways we already have - ways that include off-street
parking, special lanes for buses, off-street loading for trucks,
so-called reversible streets (which run all one way in the
morning and all the other way at night), radar-controlled
signals on freeway entry and exit ramps, overpasses in city
streets to eliminate intersection tie-ups, and so on.

We are also, as ‘you know, supporting demonstration projects
to test the feasibility of new high-speed ground transportation -
and seeking, 1in every way we know: how, to explore and uncover
new ways of improving the public transportation alternatives
nows avad labletdn our cities ., “We rare. evenilooking at whe
possiblilities of free public: transportation — trylng to «find
out just what the various costs and benefits are, and where it
might be workable and where not.

Beyond this,.I think we are going to have to understand
that transpeortation must ibe.carefully bullt into theibgsie
degiientofsthescity » Justiias sanselevater i s part: off 'the. Very
bliueprintiref a. doud ldings o lthd s a rare grechitectrnhosdest s a
bl lding ‘and-then tells-fthe eontractor: to nald on'some«elevators
as :best he'ican.s. Yet that 1s preclisely-how we go about expanding
and ‘rebuilding ourpscities and suburbstt e Sometimes;iwe teyeirse
the procedure. We design great elevators and nail buildings
around them. We go blithely along tearing down old buildings
and putting new ones In thelr ‘place wifh double the .floor
space of the o0ld; yet with no provision made to double the
capacity of the transportation system which must get people
to and from the new building.
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Weake el ngi to have toliundersitand sthat cistiies S apra for
peopleandisosare ihighways. and -autemobiles .. o And: we: have
peachedsthe s pneinil ) 1 most ol cursmajortcitdesiswierelwertcan
tolerate more freeways and .automobiles ‘only to the extent that
theysare: fuldy integrated into the overall transportalion 'system
Qi Thie e yeas owellll casiil tse overall pEatternt ol daiiic

i slsis Wiy =i neebBa it imeretiarde Chdie dgos, et Deparbmentt i orn
Transportation is underwriting a new effort to dntegrate freeway
design - with the development plans of those citles - an effort
Phatsanve iesdarchitects ety iplannersi economitsits s eciolion sz
as well as highway engineers.

In all these efforts to improve. our transportation system =
andi to make it ‘better serve the total needs of our society —
tlieee Wiisi i to T Rcourse, nolmersi ursenit g - finpo Rtan s concern sGlian
saflety = Safefy in all modes of transportationibutiparntdcilanly
inEmotor: vehicle transportation.

EeEhTnk “one dofc thelimere . grati EyinssaspectisioBsthes e S rsT
menthstoftthe fDepartment’ has' been ‘therdegrees of neooperalion
and rassiastance ‘whieh we ‘have' recelved  from . the' states in The
implementation of our highway safetfy ‘program and from- industry
Im S therimmpl ementat iontef sourt auto, e ety progeam il Hdoni' 6 ‘
believe I need to reiterate here how significant both these
programs are in terms of what is perhaps our most important
goald —sithe “prevenuior oirdeath. and iseriousSinjury..

All: of ‘us on occasion, 1 am sure, wish ‘that we could mowve
faster: that' we could fachieve the' goals of aur programs
guickepr st the samet tbime - dnassessingawhere we lare “todays,
Lethinldiwe shave ito be realiistics

I am pleased with the progress we have made in the
automobile safety standards. Our first standards were issued
last January affecting such things as braking, safety belts,
energy absorbing steering columns, crash padding and so on.
This was followed up with our proposal of some 47 new standards
which will affect 1969 and subsequent model year automobiles.
These standards place new emphasis on the improvement of
sadielyast it fraed atie sbotbrakes o itires: aldich ts S windshileilds
chii Ediand ‘oceupant protection ‘and other dtems:.
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We, also, have issued standards for insuring adeguate
gafleryireliiability in automobille ‘tires.. 'The auto. standares
that we have issued and those we have under consideration by
no mecans represent the ultimate in safety reliability that we
all ape striving: for and expect:to achieve 'someday.
llowever, our best efforts now are to continue to work hard and
consistently to bring about motor vehicle safety improvements
as fast as possible. I am convinced in my own. mind, that  the
safety features the auto manufacturers have incorporated into
thelr new models and those incorportated in anticipation of new
sbandards ¢ already are saving many., many lives.

And we have in the works, as you know, standards affecting
pEcdeaguboneni less — standards whieh willishe 1sstedi dnsthelnear
RCiEe

Fbelieve we are already beginning to see the results or
These e Riertsy

Last year, we came very close to recording the first absolute
drops instrafiic fatalied es Sl n manytyears aalihe nunbeBt o RSPt ic
deaths in 1967 - 53,000, according to recent figures of the
National Safety Council - equalled that of 1966. Because vehicle-
miies of travel grew last year, the death rate did fall somewhat.

So we are making progress - and the efforts of government,
of 1ndustry, of private safety campaigns, of all whor have worked
for safer driving, -are beginning te. bear Fruit:

DUt progress: does @Ot mean we can now let downls: Rois is
neelnkesataagtba Ll icame ' with a tidy beginning and ends: It is
a problem we may never completely resolve - a game we play
forever in sudden death overtime.

And a game in which nobody simply sits on the sidelines -
nobody issamply a spectator.

InweurSsarfetysefliopts = as. insal luourie fiforts —wer in rthe
Department of Transportation have tried to work closely with
transportation industry and unions, with ouri states and
localities. « Bor we are convinced that while the solution o
our transportation problems will require some hard choices,
thatias netesbhe same Uhingeas sehoosing: sides)

We ‘eanlt solve our transportation problems by embracing
pheSiiodeanaeie limimatine or ignoringval lSothers,

Nor can we solve them simply by cletiing everybady 2o
his own way.
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These approaches have been tried, and they don't work.

S0 now we're trying to do the job together, and this
is beginning to show results.

Wikthispour el pa L know TEswil 1t ‘work:.

# ###
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