REMARXS BY ALAN S. BOYD, SECRETARY OF
PRANSPORTATION, PREPARED“FOR DELIVERY BEEFORE

TEE WOMEN'S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CLUB, WASHINGTON,
D. C., JANUARY 30, 1967

who gave America, in the midst of a desperate economic

emergency, renewed confidence in the creative powers oI
c

Members o0f the Women's National Demccratic
Club need no reminder of this heritage. You are the

‘custodians of ‘that £raditlen .

I want to share some personal impressions with

you, observations on the growing social crisis which has

. ' Anéd I'm pleased that the opportunity has
occurred on Franklin Roosevelt's birthday. For he was
Dresident who re-asserted the radical idea that a Goverznnm
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_—~thousand times?

'"‘“‘*;17aly21ng effects of conges

o —

"taking place

mobility can hardly be overstated. But the neg
aspects of the means of mobility have involved

donmestically, in the secon

this century.

: How can I say anything about our stre
highways that you have not already heard repeat

.

The
icn in the central

o

The ugly litter on the roadside. Strip development

and suburban sprawl. ' Communities isolated,

destroyed.
We have virtually lost cont

.environment. We have allowed it

L}

repulsive.
.\‘. - v :
- Jets bring us
diesels bring us filth, and transit b
It is true that many of our citizens
Yet tais

been complaining about ‘these abuses.

a remark ascribed to Fredexick the Great, King

Prussia:

-

rol of the urban

to become hostile and

cars b:*ﬁc us pollution,

rings us nowhere.
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the case OIf tne National Highway Safety Lct of 1%€€, and
o s - < - 3 NT = g - P i :

‘ ~ its companion measure, the National Traffic and Mctocr

Vehicle Safety Act. These historic programs are nctainc
4

less than the public's decision to upgrade the eniire

}J

] ' in this country. In this connection, I should mention
that a National Transportation Safety Board is soocn to
exist alongside the Department, With semi-autonomous
authority, overseeing-safety conditions in land and
| & -v air transportation.
I have been speaking of wvery broad objectives;
1 B I think I must acknowledge certain practical and
philosophicalllimitations.

\ To begin with, this Department cannot hgve
a very pronounced influence on the transportation
;gdustry through purchasing power alone. We have, as

AL 8

f St I said, a budget of about §6 billion. This is

)

very.
-~~;__;ef”1arge amount, bu; not when compared to the total
l | transportation economy. It is cne-third smaller than
the amouﬁt spent by the local and state Governments
| i themselves on construction of transport facilities.

.

And, as for the transportation purchases by all users,

the total freight and passenger bill in America last
‘ year was said to be around $150 billion!
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to make transportation morc efficient, more economical
and more expeditious.

We're going to insist that all forms of

transportation become safer and more reliable for the

emdieaiin, | _
‘*“*itqgf especially the passenger.

We'll want to see transportation continue to
advance technologically, keeping pace with the progress of
American industry, exploring new scientific possibilities.
: n Department will encourage the transportation

—‘G‘. L‘industry ir_x a selective expansion prog*an to sexve the

o predictably expanding domestic market.

We'll work for success of our transport industry
in foreign competition, not just for balance of payments

reasons but because of a simple and honest pride in the

W,

home tean.

“ly,

Most empha lCally we want the transportation
business to be a profitable business :o“ its owners.
“ For when it is, fresh investment capital becomes available

as needed from private sources, ané--most important Iorm

of capital--our bright and ambitious young men and womelx

-

4 : are attracted to the field.




.

We are going to“try to f£ind ways for

“.transportation to assist in the economic developmernt

of depressed areas.

Above all, we wish transportation to make a
more positive contribution to the urban environmen: of
this country. Assuredly, we want an end o the ncise,
pollution and general disfigurement it has brought tc
our cities. |

All of these are rational objectives, desirable

m3

objectives. Thelr achievement should come about zlmost

automatically in an orderly, logical scheme of things.

g
But our nation's transportation sysbem coes

not happen to be a neat and tidy operation, conforming

to the symmetry of a mat.e;atical model or engineering

blueprint

We have a great ‘and glorious mixturs. We have

free enterprise and public ownership. :.We have common

carriers and private carr iers. We have a system that is

tly at war,

H
m

artly .subsidized, partly regulated, pa
partly in receivership‘and p"rtiy headed for the mqon.u
On the oﬁhe; side, we have these numezous:
Federal agencies concerned with bits and pieces of th
total transportation picture, agencies that have never

before worked goceuner tow“ras common goals.
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