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F O R E W O R D 

This act is 1 of 5 acts which constitute the uniform vehicle code 
as revised and recommended for State enactment as the foundation 
for uniform traffic regulation 

The uniform vehicle code was originally prepared in 1925-26 by 
the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety in coopera
tion with the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws It was reviewed and revised by the National Con
ference on Street and Highway Safety in 1930 and again this year. 
In. each case the revisions were based upon thorough study by a 
representative committee, extending over a period of months, of 
the provisions of the various acts in the light of experience and 
changed conditions 

The changes in substance in the present code from the 1930 draft 
are few The speed restrictions have been rewritten to make them 
simpler and more easily understood The lighting provisions for 
motor vehicles have been revised in recognition of recent mechanical 
developments Changes have been made in the sections dealing with 
sizes and weights of motor vehicles There has been incorporated 
provision for periodic inspection of motor vehicles. 

The first two acts of the 1930 draft, covering respectively vehicle 
registration and certificate of title, have been consolidated and 
amplified to provide for a highway patrol and new administrative 
features Two new acts have been added, dealing respectively with 
civil liability and salety responsibility. "Former acts III and IV, 
covering respectively drivers' licenses and regulation of traffic on 
highways, have been renumbered acts II and V In all of the acts 
long sections have been broken up into shorter sections for clarity. 

The National Conference on Street and Highway Safety as here
tofore recommends two other sets of standards to supplement the 
uniform vehicle code—a model municipal traffic ordinance for mu
nicipalities and a Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices— 
the latter now covering conditions both in rural areas and in cities. 

The importance of uniform legislative standards in reducing 
accidents and facilitating the movement of traffic cannot be over
estimated, and the adoption of these standards by all States and 
municipalities is earnestly recommended 

D A N I E L C R O P E R , 
Secretary of Commerce, Chairman, 

National Conference on Street and Highway Safety. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D C , July 31,1934-

N O T E — T h e following associations hare cooperated with the Department of Commerce 
in conducting the Conference: Bureau of Public Roads, United States Department of 
Agricultuie; American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators; Ameiican Auto
mobile Association; American Mutual Alliance; American Railway Association ; Ameri
can Transit Association; Chamber of Commerce of the United States; National Auto
mobile Chamber of Commerce; National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters; 
and National Safety Council. The Automobile Club of Southern California has made 
substantial contributions to the staff work of the uniform vehicle code and model munie 
ipal traffic ordinance 
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T I T L E or A C T 

A n act relating to the giving of pi oof of financial responsibility 
by owners and operators of motor vehicles and to make uniform 
the law with reference thereto 

Be it enacted * * * 

A R T I C L E I 

W O R D S A N D P H R A S E S D E F I N E D 

SECTION 1 Definitions—The following words and phiases when 
used in this act shall, for the puipose of this act, have the meanings 
respectively ascribed to them in this article 

S E C 2 (a) Commissioner•—The commissioner of motoi vehicles 
of this State 

(b) Department—The department of motor vehicles of this State 
acting directly or through its duly authorized officers and agents 

S E C 3 (a) Person—Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 
association, or corporation 

(b) Operator—Every person, other than a chauffeur, who is in 
actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon a highway cjjtr (c) Chauffeur—Every person who is employed for the principal 
purpose of operating a motor vehicle and every person who drives 
a motor vehicle while in use as a public or common carrier of persons 
or propei ty 

(d) Owner.—A person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or in 
the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional 
sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance 
of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate 
right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in 
the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such 
conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner 
for the purpose of this act 

(e) Nonresident—Every person who is not a resident of this 
State 

S E C 4 (a) Vehicle —Every device in, upon or by which any per
son or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, 
except devices moved by human power or used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks 

1 This act IV of the uniform vehicle code is based upon and includes the substantive 
provisions of the safety responsibility bill of 1932 sponsored by the American Automobile 
Association Certain changes have been made to harmonize the text with the pro
visions of act II of this code 

1 
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(b) Motor vehicle—Every vehicle which is self-propelled and 
every vehicle which is propel led by electric power obtained f rom 
overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails 

S E C 5 Street or high/May—The Entire width between proper ty 
lines of every way or place o f whafeVer nature when any part thereof 
is open t o the use o f the public, &4\ matter of l igh t , for purposes o f 
vehicular traffic 

S E C -6 State—Any State of the Uni ted States, the District o f 
Columbia , or any Prov ince o f the D o m i n i o n o f Canada 

A R T I C L E I I 

W H E N PROOF OF F I N A N C I A L R ESPONSIB IL ITY R E Q U I R E D D U T I E S OF 
C O M M I S S I O N E R 

S E C 1 Commissioner to administer act — (a) The commissioner 
shall administer and enforce the provisions o f this act 

(b) T h e commissioner is hereby authorized to adopt and enforce 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary fo r the administra
t ion o f this act 

S E C 8 Proof required upon certain convictions—(a) Whenever 
the commissioner is required under any law of this State to suspend 
or revoke the operator 's o i chauffeur's license of any person u p o n 
receiving record o f the convict ion o f such person for any offense 
under the motor vehicle laws o f this State, the commissioner u p o n 
leceiv ing such lecord shall forthwith without notice or hearing 
suspend or revoke the license o f such pe ison as required 

(b) I n any event heieinbefore stated the commissioner shall also 
suspend any and all o f the registration certificates or cards and regis
tration plates issued fo r any moto i vehicle registered in the name o f 
the person so convicted as owner except that he shall not suspend 
such evidences o f registration in the event such owner has previously 
g iven or shall immediately give and thereafter maintain, fo r a per iod 
o f three years, p r o o f o f financial responsibility in the manner here
inafter specified in this act with respect to each and every motor 
vehicle owned and legistered by such person 

(c) T h e suspensions or Ievocat ion hereinbefore requi ied shall 
remain in effect and the commissioner shall not issue to any such per
son any new or renewal o f license or legistei or reregister in the 
name o f such person any motor vehicle until permitted under the 
motor vehicle laws o f this State and not then unless and until said 
person gives p r o o f o f his financial responsibility in futuie as herein
after p rov ided in this act 

(d) T h e commissioner shall take action as required in this section 
upon receiving proper evidence o f any such convict ion o f any person 
in another State 

(e) F o r the purposes o f this1 act the term convict ion shall include 
a forfeiture o f bail o r collateral deposited to secure a defendant 's 
appearance in court , which forfeiture has not been vacated, upon 
a charge which upon convict ion o f the defendant requires the c o m 
missioner to suspend or revoke the license o f such person 2 

2 For effect of this section in the event revised act I I is adopted, see sec 29 of said 
act 
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S E C 9 Proof required in the event of certain judgments—(a) 
The commissioner shall also suspend the opeiator's and chauffeur's 
license and all registration certificates or cards and registration 
plates, issued to any person upon receiving authenticated report as 
hereinafter provided that such person has failed for a period of 30 
days to satisfy any final judgment in amounts and upon a cause of 
action as heieinafter stated 

(b) The judgment hereinbefore referred to shall mean a final 
judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction in any State or of 
the United States against a person as defendant upon a cause of 
action as hereinaftei stated 

p (c) The judgment herein referied to shall mean any final judg
ment for damag^to property in excess of $100 oi for damages in any 
amount on account of bodily injury to or death of any person result
ing from the operation of any motor vehicle upon a highway 

(d) This act shall not apply to any such judgment rendered 
against this State or any political subdivision thereof or any 
municipality therein 

S E C 10 Suspension effective until judgment satisfied and proof 
given of financial responsibility—(a) The suspensions required in 
section 9 shall lemain in effect and no other motor vehicle shall be 
registered in the name of such judgment debtor nor any new license 
issued to such person unless and until such judgment is satisfied 
or stayed and the judgment debtor gives proof of financial responsi
bility in future, as hereinafter provided, except under the condi
tions as herein stated in the next succeeding sections 

(b) A discharge in bankruptcy following the rendering of any 
such judgment shall not relieve the judgment debtor from any of 
the requirements of this act 

S E C 11 Payments sufficient to satisfy requirements of act—Every 
judgment herein referred to shall for the purposes of this act be 
deemed satisfied 

1 When $5,000 has been credited upon any judgment or judgments 
rendered in excess of that amount for bodily injury to or the death 
of one person as the result of any one accident; or 

2 When, subject to said limit of $5,000 as to one person, the sum 
of $10,000 has been credited upon any judgment or judgments rend
ered in excess of that amount for bodily injury to or the death of 
more than one person as the result of any one accident; or 

3 When $1,000 has been credited upon any judgment or judg
ments rendered in excess of that amount for damage to property of 
others in excess of $100 as a result of any one accident. 

Credit for such amounts shall be deemed a satisfaction of any such 
judgment or judgments in excess of said amounts only for the pur
poses of this act 

Whenever payment has been made in settlement of any claims for 
bodily injury, death, or property damage arising from a motor 
vehicle accident resulting in injury, death, or property damage to 
two or more persons in such accident, any such payment shall be: 
ci edited in I eduction of the amounts provided for in this section 

S E C 12. Suspension waived upon payment of judgment in installs 
ments—(a) The commissioner shall not suspend a license or regis^ 
tration of a motor vehicle and shall restore any suspended license 

84453—34 2 
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or registiation following nonpayment of a final judgment when the 
judgment debtor gives pi oof of financial responsibility in future 
and when the judgment debtor obtains an ordei fiom the trial court 
in which such judgment was lendered, permitting the payment of 
such judgment in installments and while the payment of any said 
installment is not in default 

(b) A judgment debtor upon 5 days notice to the judgment credi
tor may apply to the trial court in which the judgment was obtained 
for the privilege of paying such judgment in installments and the 
couit in its discietion and without prejudice to any other legal 
remedies which the judgment creditor may have may so order, fixing 
the amounts and times of payment of the installments 

(e) In the event the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment 
as permitted by the order of the couit, then upon notice of such de
fault the commissioner shall forthwith suspend the license and regis
tration certificates and registration plates of the judgment debtor 
until said judgment is satisfied as provided in this act 

S E C 13 Duty of courts to report convictions and judgments — 
(a) The cleik of a court or the judge of a court which has no clerk 
in which any person is convicted of any offense under the laws of 
this State which requires the commissioner to suspend or revoke the 
operatoi's or chauffeur's license of any person shall, when such con
viction has become final, oi in such other event as stated in section 
8 (e) heieof, forthwith foiwaid to the commissioner a certified rec
ord of such conviction oi of the pioceedings upon such charge 

(b) The clerk of a court or the judge of a court which has no 
clerk shall forward to the commissioner a certified record of any 
judgment for damages, the rendering and nonpayment of which 
judgment requiies the commissioner to suspend the operator's or 
chauffeur's license and registrations in the name of the judgment 
debtor hereunder, such record to be forwarded to the commissioner 
immediately upon the expiration of 30 days after such judgment 
has become final and when such judgment has not been stayed or sat
isfied within the amounts specified in this act, as shown by the records 
of the couit 

S E C 14 Required suspension and proof upon second judgment 
not satisfied—Whenever, after one judgment is satisfied and proof 
of financial responsibility is given as herein requiied, another such 
judgment is rendered against the judgment debtor for any accident 
occuning prior to the date of the giving of said pi oof and such 
person fails to satisfy the latter judgment within the amounts speci
fied herein within 30 days after the same becomes final, then the 
commissioner shall again suspend the operator's or chauffeur's li
cense of such judgment debtor and the registration of any vehicle 
registered in the name of such judgment debtor as owner and shall 
not renew the same and shall not issue to him any operator's or 
chauffeur's license or registration of any vehicle while such latter 
judgment remains in effect and unsatisfied within the amounts speci
fied herein 

S E C 15 Action against nonresident—(a) A l l of the provisions of 
this act shall apply to any person who is not a resident of this State, 
:and if such nonresident has been convicted of an offense which would 
require the suspension or revocation of the license of a resident 
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or if such nonresident has failed to satisfy a judgment within 30 
days after the same became final, which would require suspension 
or revocation hereunder in respect to a resident, then in either 
such event such nonresident shall not operate any motoi vehicle in 
this State nor shall any motor vehicle owned by him be operated 
within this State by any person and the commissioner shall not issue 
to such nonresident any operator's or chauffeur's license or register 
any motor vehicle owned by such nonresident unless and until such 
nonresident shall give proof of financial responsibility and shall 
satisfy any such judgment all as required with respect to a resident 
of this State 

(5) The commissioner shall transmit a certified copy of any rec
ord of any such conviction of a nonresident to the motor vehicle 
commissioner or state officer performing the functions of a com
missioner in the State in which such nonresident resides and shall 
likewise forward to such officer a certified record of any unsatisfied 
judgment rendered against such nomesident which requires suspen
sion of such noniesident's driving privileges in this State 

S E C 16 Owner may give proof for chauffeur or member of fam
ily—Whenever the commissioner determines that any person re
quired to give proof hereunder by leason of a conviction is not the 
owner of a motor vehicle but was at the time of such conviction a 
chauffeur or motor vehicle opeiatoi, however designated, in the 
employ of an owner of a motor vehicle or a member of the im
mediate family or household of the owner of a motor vehicle, the 
commissioner shall accept proof of financial responsibility given 
by such owner in lieu of proof given by such other person so long 
as such latter person is operating a motor vehicle for which the 
owner has given proof as herein provided The commissioner shall 
designate the restrictions imposed by this section on the face of 
such person's opeiator's or chauffeur's license No such license 
shall be reinstated or any new license issued until otherwise per
mitted under the laws of this State 

S E C 17 Surrender of license and evidences of registration — (a) 
Any_ person whose operator's or chauffeur's license or registration 
certificate or card or registration plates have been suspended as pro
vided in this act and have not been reinstated shall immediately 
return every such license, registration certificates, and registration 
plates held by such person to the commissioner Any person will
fully failing to comply with this requirement is guilty of a mis
demeanor 

(6) The commissioner is hereby authorized to take possession of 
any license, registration card, or registration plate upon the sus
pension thereof under the provisions of this act or to direct any peace 
officer to take possession thereof and to return the same to the 
office of the commissioner * 

A R T I C L E I I I 

R E Q U I R E D PROOF OF F I N A N C I A L RESPONSIB IL ITY 

S E C 18 Amount of proof required—Proof of financial responsi
bility shall mean proof of ability to respond in damages for any 
liability thereafter incurred resulting from the ownership, main-
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tenance, use, or operation of a motor vehicle for bodily injury 
to or death of any one person in the amount of $5,000, and subject 
to said limit for any one person injured or killed, in the amount 
of $10,000 for bodily injury to or death of two or more persons 
in any one accident, and for damage to property in the amount of 
$1,000 resulting from any one accident Such proof in said amounts 
shall be furnished for each motor vehicle registered by such person. 

S E C 19 Alternate methods of giving proof—Proof of financial 
responsibility when required under this act may be given by the 
following alternate methods: either by proof that a policy or policies 
of liability insurance have been obtained and are in full force and 
effect or that a bond has been duly executed or that deposit has 
been made of money or securities all as hereinafter provided 

S E C 20 Certificate showing insurance policy obtained — (a) 
Proof of financial responsibility may be made by filing with the 
commissioner the written certificate or certificates of any insurance 
carrier duly authorized to do business in this State, certifying that 
it has issued to or for the benefit of the person furnishing such proof 
and named as the insured a motor vehicle liability policy or poli
cies, or in certain events an operator's policy, meeting the require
ments of this act and that said policy or policies are then in full 
force and effect Such certificate or certificates shall give the dates 
of issuance and expiration of such policy or policies and certify 
that the same shall not be canceled unless 10 days' prior written 
notice thereof be given to the commissioner and shall explicitly 
describe all motor vehicles covered thereby, unless the policy or 
policies are issued to a person who is not the owner of a motor 
vehicle 

(5) The commissioner shall not accept any certificate or certifi
cates unless the same cover all motor vehicles registered in the 
name of the person furnishing such proof as owner and an addi
tional certificate or certificates shall be required as a condition 
precedent to the subsequent registration of any motor vehicle or 
motor vehicles in the name of the person giving such proof as owner 

S E C 21 Restrictions in operating motor vehicles when certain 
type of policy issued—(a) When a certificate is filed showing that 
a policy or policies have been issued covering all motor vehicles 
owned by the insured but not insuring such person when operating 
any motor vehicle not owned by him it shall be unlawful for such 
person to operate any motor vehicle not owned by him or not cov
ered by such certificate In such event the commissioner shall des
ignate the above restriction upon the operator's Or chauffeur's li
cense of such person 

(6) In the event the owner of a motor vehicle or motor vehicles 
desires to be relieved of the foregoing restriction and to be per
mitted to drive any other motor vehicle he may have such restric
tions removed upon filing a certificate showing that theie has been 
issued to him a policy of insurance insuring him as insured against 
liability imposed by law upon such insured for bodily injury to or 
death of any person or damage to property to the amounts and 
limits as provided under section 23 of this act with respect to any 
motor vehicle operated by him and which otherwise complies with 
the requirements of this act with respect to such type of policy. 
Such policy is hereinafter referred to as an operator's policy 
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(<?) When the person required to give proof of financial respon

sibility is not the ownei of a motor vehicle then an operator's policy 
of the type and coverage described in the preceding paragraph shall 
be sufficient under this act 

S E C 22 Certificate furnished by nonresident—(a) The nonresi
dent owner of a foreign vehicle may give proof of financial respon
sibility by filing with the commissioner a written certificate or certif
icates of ah insurance cairier authorized to transact business in the 
State in which the motor vehicle or motor vehicles described in such 
certificate is registered or if such nonresident does not own a motor 
vehicle then in the State in which the insured resides and otherwise 
conforming to the provisions of this act and the commissioner shall 
accept the same upon condition that said insurance carrier complies 
with the following provisions of this section 

1 Said insuiance earlier shall execute a power of attorney author
izing the commissioner to accept service on its behalf of notice or 
process in any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident in this 
State. 

2 Said insurance carrier shall duly adopt a resolution which shall 
be binding upon it, declaring that its policies shall be deemed to be 
varied to comply with the law of this State relating to the terms 
of motor vehicle liability policies issued herein 

3 Said insurance carrier shall also agree to accept as final and 
binding any final judgment of any couit of competent jurisdiction 
in this State duly rendered in any action arising out of a motor 
vehicle accident 

(b) I f any foreign insurance earlier which has qualified to furnish 
proof of financial responsibility as hereinbefore required defaults in 
any said undertakings or agreements, the commissioner shall not 
thereafter accept any certificate of said carrier, whether theretofore 
filed or thereafter tendered, as pi oof of financial responsibility so 
long as such default continues 

S E C 23 Motor vehicle liability policy—(a) 1. A motor vehicle 
liability policy as said term is used in this act shall mean a policy of 
liability insurance issued by an insuiance carrier authorized to trans
act business in this State to or for the benefit of the person named 
therein as insured which policy shall meet the following require
ments : 

2 Said policy shall designate by explicit description or by appro
priate leference all motor vehicles with respect to which coverage is 
thereby intended to be granted 

3 Said policy shall insure the peison named therein and any other 
pei son using or responsible for the use of said motor vehicle or 
motor vehicles with the express Or implied permission of said 
insured 

4 Said policy shall insure eveiy said person on account of the 
maintenance, use or operation of said motor vehicle or motor vehicles 
within the continental limits of the United States or the Dominion 
of Canada against loss from the liability imposed by law arising 
from such maintenance, use or operation to the extent and aggregate 
amount, exclusive of interest and costs, with respect to each such 
motor vehicle, of $5,000 for bodily injury to or death of one person 
as a lesult of any one accident and, subject to said limit as to one 
person, the amount of $10,000 for bodily injury to or death of all 
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persons as a result of any one accident and the amount of $1,000-
for damage to property of others as a result of any one accident 

(b) When an operator's policy is required it shall insure the per
son named therein as insured against the liability imposed by law 
upon the insured for bodily injury to or death of any person or 
damage to property to the amounts and limits above set forth and; 
growing out of the use or operation by the insured within the conti
nental limits of the United States or the Dominion of Canada of any 
motor vehicle not owned by him 

(o) Any liability policy or policies issued hereunder need not 
cover any liability of the insured, assumed by or imposed upon said 
insured under any workman's compensation law nor any liability for 
damage to property in charge of the insured or the insured's 
employees 

(d) Any such policy may, however, grant any lawful coverage 
in excess of or in addition to the coverage herein specified or contain^ 
any agreements, provisions or stipulations not in conflict with the 
provisions of this act and not otherwise contrary to law 

(e) Any motor vehicle liability policy which by endorsement con
tains the provisions required hereunder shall be sufficient proof of 
ability to respond in damages 

( / ) The department may accept several policies of one or more 
such carriers which together meet the requirements of this section 

(g) Any binder pending the issuance of any policy, which binder 
contains or by reference includes the provisions hereunder shall be 
sufficient proof of ability to respond in damages 

S E C 2 4 Additional requisites of motor vehicle liability policy — 
No motor vehicle liability policy or operator's policy shall be ac
cepted as proof of ability to respond in damages hereunder unless 
and until all of the following requirements of this section shall be 
complied with 

(a) A copy of the form of such policy shall be filed with the com
missioner of insurance who shall within 30 days approve or disap
prove the same If the commissioner of insurance aproves the same 
within such time or fails to take action for 30 days the form of policy 
shall be deemed approved If within said 30 days the commissioner 
of insurance disapproves such form of policy upon the ground that 
it does not comply with the requirements of this act he shall give 
written notice thereof and his reasons therefor to the carrier and said 
policy shall not be accepted as proof of financial responsibility under 
this act 

Any said form of policy shall specify the name, address, and busi
ness, if any, of the insured, the coverage afforded by the policy, the 
premium charged therefor, the policy period, and the limits of lia
bility and shall contain an agreement that the insurance thereunder 
is provided in accordance with the coverage defined in this act as 
respects bodily injury and death or property damage or both and is 
subject to all the provisions of this act 

(b) Every motor vehicle liability policy and every operator's 
policy accepted as proof under this act shall be subject to the follow
ing provisions whether or not contained therein 

1 The liability of the insurance carrier under any such policy 
shall become absolute whenever loss or damage covered by such 
pol icy occurs and the satisfaction by,the insured of a final judgment 
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for such loss or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the 
right or obligation of the carrier to make payment on account of 
such loss or damage. 

2 The insurance carrier shall, however, have the right to settle 
any claim covered by the policy, and if such settlement is made in-
good faith, the amount thereof shall be deductible from the limits 
of liability specified in the policy 

3 No such policy shall be canceled or annulled as respects any 
loss or damage by any agreement between the carrier and the in
sured after the said insured has become responsible for such loss or 
damage and any such cancellation or annulment shall be void 

4 The policy may provide that the insured, or any other person 
covered by the policy, shall reimburse the insurance carrier for pay
ment made on account of any loss or damage claim or suit involving 
a breach of the terms, provisions, or conditions of the policy; and 
further, if the policy shall provide for limits in excess of, the limits 
specified in this act, the insurance carrier may plead against any 
plaintiff, with respect to the amount of such excess limits of liability,, 
any defenses which it may be entitled to plead against the insured,, 
and any such policy may further provide for the.pro-rating of the 
insurance thereunder with other applicable valid and collectible 
insurance 

5 The policy, the written application therefor, if any, and any 
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with the provisions of 
this act shall constitute the entire contract between the parties 

S E C 25 When insurance carrier to issue certificate—An insur
ance carrier who has issued a motor vehicle liability policy or poli
cies oi an operator's policy meeting the requirements of this act shall 
upon request of the insured therein deliver to the insured for filing, 
or at the request of the insured shall file direct with the commissioner,, 
an appropriate certificate showing that such policy or policies have 
been issued, which certificate shall meet the requirements of this act 

S E C 2 6 Notice required before cancelation —When an insurance 
carrier has certified a motor vehicle liability policy under this act 
it shall give 10 days' written notice to the commissioner before can
celation of such policy and the policy shall continue in full force and 
effect until the date of cancelation specified in such notice or until 
its expiration 

S E C 27 Act not to affect other policies—(a) This Act shall not 
be held to apply to or affect policies of automobile insurance against 
liability which may now or hereafter be required by any other law 
of this State, and such policies, if endorsed to conform to the re
quirements of this act, shall be accepted as proof of financial respon
sibility when lequired under this act 

(b) This act shall not be held to apply to oi affect policies in
suring solely the insured named in the policy against liability re
sulting from the maintenance, operation, or use by persons in the 
insured's employ or in his behalf of motor vehicles not owned by 
the insured 

S E C 28 Filing a bond as proof of financial responsibility—(a) A 
person required to give proof of financial responsibility may file with 
the commissioner a bond meeting the requirements of this section 

(b) Such bond shall be executed by the person giving such proof 
nnrl W n Rmretv n o m D a n v dulv authorized to transact business in 
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this State or by the person giving such proof and by two individual 
sureties, each owning real estate within this State and having an 
-equity therein in the amount of such bond, which real estate shall 
be scheduled therein, and the commissioner shall not accept any such 
real estate bond unless it is first approved by a judge of a court 
of record 

(c) The commissioner shall not accept any such bond unless it 
is conditioned for payments in amounts and under the same circum
stance as would be required in a motor vehicle liability policy fur
nished by the person giving such proof under this act 

(d) Jtfo such bond shall be canceled unless 10 days' prior written 
notice of cancelation is given the commissioner but cancelation of 
such bond shall not prevent recovery thereon with respect to any 
right or cause of action arising prior to the date of cancelation 

(e) Whenever a judgment is obtained against the principal of any 
such real estate bond upon a liability covered by the conditions of 
such bond and a notice to that effect is filed in tbe office of (the 
pioper clerk or court of the county or city) where such real estate 
is located, then such bond shall constitute a lien upon suchreal estate. 

(e) (Alternate) —Before any said real estate bond is accepted 
by the commissioner it shall be recorded as other instruments 
affecting real property in the county or counties wherein any real 
estate described therein is located Any liability covered by the 
conditions of said bond shall constitute a lien upon such leal estate 
effective as of the date said bond is so recorded 

( / ) If a judgment is rendered against the principal of any such 
surety or real estate bond upon a liability covered by the conditions 
of such bond and such judgment is not satisfied within 30 days 
after it becomes final, then the judgment creditor may, for his 
own use and benefit and at his sole expense, bring an action or 
actions in the name of the State against tbe company or persons 
who executed such bond including an action or proceeding to fore
close any lien that may exist upon the real estate of a person who 
has executed such bond, which foreclosure action shall be brought 
in like manner and subject to all the provisions of law applicable 
to an action to foreclose a mortgage upon real estate 

S E C 29 Money or securities deposited as proof of financial re
sponsibility—(a) A person may give proof of financial responsi
bility by delivering to the commissioner a receipt of the treasurer 
of this State showing the deposit with said treasurer of money in 
an amount or securities approved by said treasurer and of a market 
value in a total amount as would be required for coverage in a 
motor vehicle liability policy furnished by the person giving such 
proof under this act Such securities shall be of a type which may 
legally be purchased by savings banks or for trust funds 

(b) All money or securities so deposited shall be subject to exe
cution to satisfy any judgment mentioned in this act but shall not 
otherwise be subject to attachment or execution 

(c) The State treasurer shall not accept any such deposit or issue 
a certificate therefor, and the commissioner shall not accept such 
certificate unless accompanied by evidence that there are no un
satisfied judgments against the depositor registered in the office of 
the county clerk of the county where the depositor resides 
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S E C 30 Transfer after suspension of registration—This act 

shall not prevent the owner of a motor vehicle, the registration of 
which has been suspended hereunder, fiom effecting a bona fide 
sale of such motor vehicle to another person whose rights or privi
leges are not suspended under this act nor prevent the registration 
of such motor vehicle by such transferee 

S E C 31 Person having given proof may substitute other proof — 
The commissioner shall cancel any bond or return any ceitificate 
of insurance, or the commissioner shall direct and the State treas
urer shall return any money or securities to the person entitled 
thereto, upon the substitution and acceptance of other adequate 
proof of financial responsibility pursuant to this act 

S E C 32 / / proof fails commissioner may require other proof — 
Whenever any evidence of proof of abilitj^ to respond in damages 
filed by any person under the provisions of this act no longer fulfills 
the purpose for which required, the commissioner shall, for the pur
pose of this act, require other evidence of ability to respond in dam
ages as required by this act, and shall suspend the operator's license, 
chauffeur's license, and registration certificates and registration 
plates of such person pending such proof 

S E C 33 When commissioner may telease proof—The commis
sioner shall upon request cancel any bond or letuin any certificate 
of insurance, or the commissioner shall direct and the state tieasuiei 
shall return to the person entitled thereto any money or secuiities 
deposited pursuant to this act as proof of financial responsibility, or 
waive the requirement of filing proof of financial responsibility in 
any of the following events: 

1 A t any time after 3 years from the date such proof was required 
when during the 3-year period preceding the request the person 
furnishing such proof has not been convicted of any offense refeired 
to in section 8 of this act; oi 

2 In the event of the death of the person on whose behalf such 
proof was filed, or the permanent incapacity of such person to oper
ate a motor vehicle; or 

3 In the event the person who has given proof of financial respon
sibility surrenders his operator's oi chauffeur's license, registration 
certificates, and registration plates to the commissioner, but the com
missioner shall not release such proof in the event any action for 
damages upon a liability refer reel to in this act is then pending or 
any judgment upon any such liability then outstanding and unsatis
fied or in the event the commissioner has received notice that such 
person has within the period of 3 months immediately preceding 
been involved as a di iver in any motor vehicle accident A n affidavit 
of the applicant of the nonexistence of such facts shall be sufficient 
evidence thereof in the absence of evidence to the contrary in the 
records of the department 

Whenever any person to whom proof has been surrendered, as 
provided in the foregoing paragraph, applies for an operator's or 
chauffeur's license or the registration of a motor vehicle within a 
period of 3 years from the date proof of financial responsibility was 
originally required any such application shall be refused unless the 
applicant shall reestablish such proof for the remainder of such 
period 
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S E C 34 Commissioner to furnish operating record—The commis
sioner shall upon request furnish any insurance carrier or any person 
or surety a certified abstract of the operating record of any person 
subject to the provisions of this act, which abstract shall fully 
designate the motor vehicles, if any, registered in the name of such 
person, and if there is no record of any conviction of such person 
of a violation of any provision of any statute relating to the op
eration of a motor vehicle or of any injury or damage caused by 
such pei son as herein provided, the commissioner shall so certify. 
The commissioner shall collect for each such certificate the sum 
of dollars Such record shall not be admissible as evidence 
in any action for damages or criminal proceeding arising out of a 
motor vehicle accident. 

A E T I C L E I V 

V I O L A T I O N OF PROVISIONS OF A C T — P E N A L T I E S 

S E C 3 5 Operating without giving proof when proof required — 
Any person whose operator's or chauffeur's license or registration 
card or other privilege to operate a motor vehicle has been suspended 
oi revoked and restoration thereof or issuance of a new license or 
legistration is contingent upon the furnishing of proof of financial 
responsibility and who during such suspension or revocation or in 
the absence of full authorization from the commissioner drives any 
motoi vehicle upon any highway or knowingly permits any motor 
vehicle owned by such person to be operated by another upon any 
highway except as permitted heieunder shall be punished by im
prisonment for not less than 2 days nor more than 6 months and 
there may be imposed in addition thereto a fine of not more than 
$500 

S E C 36 Forging or without authority signing evidence of ability 
to respond in damages —Any person who forges or without author
ity signs any evidence of ability to respond in damages as required 
by the commissioner in the administration of this act shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than 90 days or by fine of 
not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 or both such fine and 
imprisonment 

S E C 37 Otherwise violating act—Any person who violates any 
provision of this act for which another penalty is not prescribed 
by law shall be punished by impiisonment for not more than 90 days 
or by a fine of not less than $100 or more than $1,000 or both 

A E T I C L E V 

E F F E C T OF A N D SHORT T I T L E OF A C T 

S E C 38 Act not to repeal other motor vehicle laws —This act shall 
in no respect be considered as a repeal of the provisions of the State 
motor vehicle laws but shall be constiued as supplemental thereto 

S E C 39 Uniformity of interpretation —'This act shall be so inter
preted and construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make 
uniform the law of those States which enact it 



ACT TV, SAFETY RESPONSIBILITY ACT 13 
S E C 40 Short title—This act may be cited as the Unifoim Motor 

Vehicle Safety Responsibility Act 
S E C 41 Act not retroactive —This act shall not have a retroactive 

effect and shall not apply to any judgment or cause of action arising 
•out of an accident occurring prior to the effective date of this act 

S E C 42 This act does not prevent other process—This act shall 
not be constiued to prevent the plaintiff in any action at law fiom 
reiving for security upon the other processes provided by law 

S E C 43 Constitutionality—If any part oi parts of this act shall 
-be held unconstitutional such unconstitutionality shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining part of this act The legislature heieby 
declares that it would have passed the remaining parts of this act 
if it had known that such part or parts theieof would be declared 
unconstitutional 

S E C 44 The (existing motor vehicle safety responsibility act) is 
hereby repealed 

S E C 45 Time of taking effect —This act shall take effect from and 
after the day of 

Table showing source of present provisions of act IV of the uniform vehicle code 
' I This act IV is based upon and includes the substantive provisions of the Safety Responsibility bill of 1932 

sponsored by the American Automobile Association, the essential provisions of which have been adopted 
in a substantial number of States The text of the A A A bill has been rearranged, set forth in shorter 
sections and certain changes have been made to harmonize this act with act II of the uniform vehicle 
code In the following table the sections listed under "source" are sections of the A A A bill] 

Section and subdivision of act IV as revise^ Source in A A A. bill—section and sub 
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