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F O R E W O R D 

This act is one of five acts which constitute the uniform vehicle 
code as revised and recommended for State enactment as the founda
tion for uniform traffic regulation. 

The uniform vehicle code was originally prepared in 1925-26 by 
the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety in coopera
tion with the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws. It was reviewed and revised by the National Con
ference on Street and Highway Safety in 1930 and again this year. 
In each case the revisions were based upon thorough study by a rep
resentative committee, extending over a period of months, of the 
provisions of the various acts in the light of experience and changed 
conditions. 

The changes in substance in the present code from the 1930 draft 
are few. The speed restrictions have been rewritten to make them 
simpler and more easily understood. The lighting provisions for 
motor vehicles have been revised in recognition of recent mechan
ical developments. Changes have been made in the sections dealing 
with sizes and weights of motor vehicles. There has been incorpo
rated provision for periodic inspection of motor vehicles. 

The first two acts of the 1930 draft, covering respectively vehicle 
registration and certificate of title, have been consolidated and 
amplified to provide for a highway patrol and new administrative 
features. Two new acts have been added, dealing respectively with 
civil liability and safety responsibility. Former acts I I I and I V , 
covering respectively drivers' licenses and regulation of traffic on 
highways, have been renumbered acts I I and V . In all of the acts 
long sections have been broken up into shorter sections for clarity. 

The National Conference on Street and Highway Safety as here
tofore recommends two other sets of standards to supplement the 
uniform vehicle code—a model municipal traffic ordinance for 
municipalities and a manual of uniform traffic control devices—• 
the latter now covering conditions both in rural areas and in cities. 

The importance of uniform legislative standards in reducing 
accidents and facilitating the movement of traffic cannot be over
estimated, and the adoption of these standards by all States and 
municipalities is earnestly recommended. 

D A N I E L C. R O P E R , 
Secretary of Commerce, Chairman, 

National Conference on Street and Highway Safety. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . , July 31,19$k-

N O T E . — T o e following associat ions have cooperated with the Department of Commerce 
in conducting the Conference : Bureau of Public Roads. United States Department of 
Agriculture ; American Association of Motor Vehicle Adminis t ra tors ; American Automobile 
Assoc ia t ion ; American Mutual A l l i ance ; American Railway Assoc ia t ion ; American Transit 
Associa t ion; Chamber of Commerce of the United States; National Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce ; National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwri ters ; and National 
Safety Council. TTie Automobile Club of Southern California has made substantial con
tributions to the staff worn of the Uniform Vehicle Code and Model Municipal Traffic 
Ordinance. 
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A C T n i—UNIFORM M O T O R V E H I C L E C I V I L L I A B I L I T Y 
A C T 

T A B L E OF C O N T E N T S 

ARTICLE I .—WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED (SECS. l TO 5 ) 

ARTICLE I I . — C I V I L LIABILITY OP OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
Page 

Section 6. Liability of State, counties, municipalities, and other public 
corporations 1 

Section 7 . Imputing negligence or wiUfulmisconduct of operator to owner 2 
Section 8. Liability for bodily injury to or death of guest 3 
Section 9. Service of process on nonresident 3 

ARTICLE I I I .—OWNERS OF FOR RENT VEHICLES 

Section 10 . Owner of for rent motor vehicle to give proof of financial 
responsibility 4 

Section 11 . Owner of for rent vehicle liable when no policy obtained 5 

ARTICLE IV.—EFFECT OF AND SHORT TITLE OF ACT 

Section 12 . Uniformity of interpretation 6 
Section 13. Short title 6 
Section 14. Act not retroactive—_ 6 
Section 15. Constitutionality 6 
Section 16. (Repeal acts inconsistent herewith) 6 
Section 17. Time of taking effect 6 
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