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Abstract 
Roadway construction and maintenance have become increasingly common as the U.S. 
transportation system ages and the population and traffic volume increase. This places 
more and more work zone workers near high-speed vehicles and increases the probability 
of being struck by them. This project innovatively deployed 360-degree LiDAR sensors at 
the roadside and tested their potential to provide work zone safety in terms of detection 
accuracy, efficiency, and ease of use. Researchers developed a set of algorithms to 
collect and interpret real-time information for each approaching vehicle and worker (e.g., 
location, speed, and direction) in and outside work zones using roadside LiDAR. 
Ultimately, the outcome of this pilot study could lead to developing a full-scale warning 
system deployable in a real work zone environment. Such a system could detect and 
analyze live traffic and work zone activity, activate the appropriate warning scheme, and 
deliver information to roadway workers in work zones in a timely manner so they can take 
evasive actions instead of relying on traditional “passive” safety countermeasures. This 
kind of panoramic, trajectory-level data for work zone actors can be used to develop a 
next-generation work zone situational awareness system. 
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Introduction 

Work Zone Safety  
Roadway construction and maintenance have become increasingly common as the transportation 
system in the United States ages and the population and traffic volume increase. This fact places 
more and more work zone workers near high-speed vehicles and increases the probability of those 
workers being struck. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
and the National Work Zone Safety Information Clearinghouse, work zone crashes have 
consistently led to hundreds of fatalities and thousands of injuries each year (Figure 1). The 
economic and societal impact of these crashes is substantial, affecting not only those directly 
involved but also their families, communities, and the economy as a whole [1].  

 

Figure 1. Graph. Fatalities and estimated injuries occurring in work zones, 2011 – 2020 [2]. 

Based on the New York State Department of Transportation Work Zone Accident Database, there 
were more than 3,400 traffic crashes and construction crashes over a 6-year period (2000-2005). 
Among them, 7.5% of all daytime crashes (133 in total) involved work zone intrusion, and 12.4% 
of nighttime work crashes (39 in total) involved an intrusion into the workspace. If focusing strictly 
on freeway lane closure work zones, the numbers are 9.7% and 14.2% for daytime and nighttime 
work zone crashes, respectively [3]. Another study from the Center for Construction Research and 
Training (CPWR) also indicated that the most common cause of road construction deaths between 
2011 and 2016 was pedestrian vehicular incidents where a worker (nonoccupant of vehicle) was 
struck by a vehicle or mobile equipment (50.2%). Of the 267 pedestrian vehicular incidents, 61.4% 
were due to a worker (nonoccupant of vehicle) being struck by a forward-moving vehicle in the 
work zone (e.g., an intrusion vehicle from passing traffic),1 followed by being struck by a vehicle 
backing up in the work zone (24.7%) [4]. Although only a small proportion of these intrusion 

 
1 It should be noted that the data does not differentiate between being struck by a motorist's vehicle going forward 
(i.e., a true intrusion) and a construction vehicle (dump truck or other vehicle) that was allowed in the workspace but 
that struck a worker on foot.  
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events involve a worker (approximately 8% to 30% depending on type of work zone and time of 
day) [3], construction workers are twice as likely to be killed by a motor vehicle than workers in 
any other industry sector [5]. Thus, improving work zone safety is one of the leading concerns for 
transportation agencies and highway contractors across the country. 

Work Zone Safety Applications 
Traditionally, efforts to reduce the risk of injuries and deaths have focused on improving work 
zone related traffic control devices, operations, and configurations to minimize collisions 
involving motorists. Such injury prevention measures include optimizing work zone layout, using 
temporary traffic control devices, motorist education and speed enforcement, high-visibility 
apparel, and work zone illumination [6]. However, inattentive or speeding drivers often disregard 
or ignore work zone traffic control devices and other warning information systems, which has led 
to work zone intrusions and serious crashes [7]. Because the work environment on the highway is 
often chaotic and noisy, it can be difficult for personnel to spot an errant vehicle in time to take 
appropriate action. Active strategies, such as deploying intrusion sensing and alerting technologies 
in highway work zones, may be an effective countermeasure in mitigating the risk of potential 
incidents in highway construction and maintenance sites. 

Work Zone Intrusion Alert Systems (WZIAS) use sensing technologies and can help workers avoid 
an impending incident by detecting a vehicle intruding into the work zone and providing advance 
warning to the affected workers. Ideally, these systems would have alarm mechanisms that warn 
workers with enough time to properly react to the impending hazard [8]. The first such system was 
the product of a Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP) sponsored study [9] and was 
introduced to work zones in 1995. Since SHRP, various departments of transportation (DOTs) 
have developed, evaluated, and implemented several other systems on their highway projects [7], 
[10]. These systems can be divided into three major categories:  

• Mechanical systems use mechanisms, such as impact-activated or pressure-activated 
systems, that are triggered by physical contacts or impacts of intruding vehicles [11]. 

• Electronic systems apply sensing technologies such as ultra-wideband (UWB) [12], [13], 
Global Positioning Systems (GPS) [14], radio-frequency identification (RFID) [15], 
magnetic field [16], radar [17], infrared [18], laser [7], video [19], [20], and several others 
to detect intruding objects.  

• Dedicated observers are workers or flaggers strategically positioned to spot intrusions and 
trigger alarms [19]. 

Although potential benefits were identified from these systems, only a few of them have been 
adopted by highway construction industry organizations. Some of the concerns reported about 
these technologies were effectiveness, cost implications of adopting new technology, and lack of 
technology feature synergy [7]. For example, the major limitation of mechanical systems is that 
the system’s operator must be present at the time of a warning to notice any changes in work-zone 
barricade formations, while the major limitations of electronic systems are the frequency of false 
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alarms and the difficulty in setting up the systems. Table 1 summarizes these applications, with 
commercially available systems in bold. Developing innovative methods to reduce the number of 
crashes and vehicles intruding into the work zone is still critical. 

Table 1. Existing WZIAS [7], [10] 

Intrusion 
Technology 

Type 

Intrusion 
System 

States 
Tested 

Commercially 
Available 

Audible 
Alert 

Visual 
Alert 

Vibratory 
Alert 

Mechanical SonoBlaster New Jersey 
DOT  

Kansas DOT 

Yes Yes No No 

Infrared-Based Safety Line None No Yes Yes No 

Pneumatic and 
Microwave 

Traffic Guard 
Worker Alert 

System 

None Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Pneumatic and 
Microwave 

Intellistrobe Oregon DOT Yes Yes No No 

Radar-Based AWARE System Missouri and 
Texas 

No Yes Yes Yes 

Radio-Based Intellicone Kansas DOT Yes Yes Yes No 

Radio-Based Wireless Warning 
Shield 

None No Yes No Yes 

Laser-Based ProAlert None No Yes Yes No 

LiDAR and Its Roadside Applications  
Using advanced detection technology and edge processing to obtain reliable and enriched 
information about the various users in a multimodal traffic environment is the core function of 
intelligent transportation systems (ITS). The current ITS sensors such as loop detectors, video 
cameras, microwave radars, and Bluetooth sensors mainly provide macro traffic data, namely 
traffic flow rates, average speeds, and occupancy. However, new traffic systems and applications 
such as connected and autonomous vehicles (CAVs), adaptive traffic signal control, near-crash 
analysis, and automatic pedestrian crossing warning system require traffic flow information with 
more detail and higher accuracy—especially high-accuracy, high-resolution trajectory data for all 
users in a multimodal traffic environment. 

As a type of active vision sensor, a light detection and ranging (LiDAR) sensor emits pulsed light 
waves into the surrounding environment. These pulses bounce off surrounding objects and return 
to the sensor. The sensor uses the time it took for each pulse to return to the sensor to calculate the 
distance it traveled. Repeating this process millions of times per second creates a precise, real-time 
3D map of the environment. This 3D map is called a point cloud. LiDAR shows its great potential 
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in providing high-resolution micro traffic data (HRMTD) through a 360-degree detection of the 
surrounding environment in real time (Figure 2). It also has advantages of insensitivity to external 
light changes, strong adaptability to complex environments, high accuracy and frequency, wide 
coverage, and enriched depth information [21]. Especially when deployed at the infrastructure 
level, LiDAR can obtain the high‐resolution fine‐grained position, direction, speed, and even the 
trajectory of each road user within the scanning range, which could be used as a valuable data 
input for vehicle-to-everything (V2X) and Cooperative Vehicle Infrastructure System (CVIS) 
applications (Figure 3 shows some examples).  

 

Figure 2. Images. A LiDAR 3D point cloud data:  

(a) Original point clouds displayed in the VeloView™ software; (b) The projected point cloud in the polar 
coordinate system.  

 

Figure 3. Photos and text. Current roadside or infrastructure-based LiDAR ITS applications in Nevada and 
Tennessee [22]. 
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Currently, the most typical LiDAR application is to detect roadway and traffic information for 
automated driving vehicles [23]. However, a growing number of roadside LiDAR applications and 
studies can be found in the field [24], [25], though most are still in the proof-of-concept stage [26], 
exploring this possibility [27], [28], or just providing some system prototypes [29].  

The HRMTD for all work zone “actors” (e.g., workers, construction equipment, passing vehicles) 
can be collected simultaneously and in real time by a LiDAR sensor, including each work zone 
user classification, presence, location, speed, and direction. This kind of panoramic, trajectory-
level data of work zone actors can potentially be used to develop an intelligent and reliable work 
zone situational awareness or intrusion alert system. In other words, LiDAR can be a potentially 
powerful sensing technology to significantly improve intrusion sensing accuracy and speed while 
reducing false alarms.  

Motivations of this Study 
This project innovatively deployed 360-degree LiDAR sensors at the roadside and tested their 
potential for providing work zone safety in terms of detection accuracy, efficiency, and ease of 
use. The objective of this pilot study was to develop a set of algorithms to collect and interpret 
real-time information of each approaching vehicle and worker (e.g., location, speed, and direction) 
in and outside work zones using the roadside LiDAR sensing equipment. Ultimately, the outcome 
of this pilot study could lead to the development of a full-scale warning system that is deployable 
in a real work zone environment. Such a system could detect and analyze live traffic and work 
zone activity, activate the appropriate warning scheme, and deliver information to roadway 
workers in work zones in a timely manner so that they can take evasive actions instead of relying 
on traditional “passive” safety countermeasures. This kind of panoramic, trajectory-level data of 
work zone actors can potentially be used to develop an intelligent and reliable work zone 
situational awareness or intrusion alert system. 

This research addressed the following research questions: 

1) Can we use the emerging 360-degreee roadside LiDAR sensing technology to provide 
advance warning of potential vehicle intrusions? What are potential barriers for a LiDAR-
based intrusion alert system? 

2) How can we develop a set of algorithms to detect, classify, and track vehicles and 
“pedestrian” workers with high accuracy and in real time? Is a LiDAR-based intrusion alert 
system more reliable than other systems (e.g., avoiding false alarms)? 

3) What work zone scenario(s) has/have the most need to be tested for preventing potential 
vehicle intrusions (e.g., two-lane highway with low-medium speed, four-lane freeway with 
high speeds)? 

4) How can we properly test and validate the algorithms in designed experimental scenarios 
in terms of reliability, accuracy, and computational efficiency? 
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5) How can we provide proof of concept for such a work zone awareness system in a real 
work zone environment? What is the optimal detection setup (single vs. multiple sensors, 
location, height, etc.) given specific work zone configurations? 

Data Collection and LiDAR Datasets 
In this section, the datasets utilized in the research project to develop and evaluate a LiDAR-based 
work zone intrusion system will be discussed (Figure 4). By utilizing a variety of datasets, 
including simulated data, data from test sites, data from a controlled work zone experimental site, 
and data from real work zone sites, researchers thoroughly evaluated and refined the LiDAR-based 
work zone intrusion system. The details of each dataset, data collection methodologies, and 
insights gained can be found in Appendix B, providing a comprehensive understanding of our 
system's development and performance. 

 

Figure 4. Photos and diagram. Data collection and LiDAR datasets used in this study. 

System Development 
In this innovative project, 360-degree LiDAR sensors were strategically installed at the roadside 
to evaluate their effectiveness in enhancing work zone safety. The primary focus was on assessing 
the detection accuracy, efficiency, and user-friendliness of these sensors. The pilot study aimed to 
develop algorithms capable of capturing and analyzing real-time data about vehicles and workers, 
including their location, speed, and direction, both within and outside the work zones. The roadside 
LiDAR sensing equipment played a crucial role in achieving this objective, enabling the collection 
and interpretation of valuable information to improve overall work zone safety measures. At a high 
level, the developed system included or consisted of the following functions: 

• Detect 2D (x, y) position of vehicles in the adjacent lanes of the work zone. 
• Perform data association and tracking of detected vehicles (for inflow and outflow 

monitoring and position filtering). 
• Assess tracked vehicles’ behaviors to accurately determine threats. 
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• Accurately determine or predict threats. 
• Send an intrusion alert.   

The system has the following modules (Figure 5 and Figure 6): 

1) Point Cloud to Image Module  
2) Image Module to Clusters Module  
3) Clusters Module to Detection/Tracking Module 
4) Trajectory Extraction Module  
5) Intrusion Risk Prediction/Warning Module 

 

Figure 5. Flowchart. The developed system and its modules. 

 

Figure 6. Screen shot. Visualization of the system interface. 

System Configuration and Calibration  
The success of any LiDAR-based application, especially one focused on detecting work zone 
intrusions, heavily relies on the proper configuration and calibration of the LiDAR system. In this 
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section, we will delve into the details of the system components, their arrangement, and the 
calibration procedures employed to achieve accurate and reliable detection results. 

The LiDAR system utilized in this work zone intrusion detection application is the Ouster OS-1 
32 LiDAR. The LiDAR operates at a wavelength of 1,550 nm and is equipped with a rotating 
mirror mechanism to capture a 360-degree view. The system we developed processes the LiDAR 
point cloud data in real time. The LiDAR sensor is strategically mounted on a sturdy tripod 
approximately 1.5 to 2 m above ground level at the roadside, facing the work zone. The sensor's 
mounting position is selected for an unobstructed 360-degree view of the surroundings, including 
the work zone and potential intrusion paths. Careful consideration is given to avoiding occlusions 
from nearby objects like signposts or vegetation that might hinder the sensor's line of sight. 

The LiDAR system's data is recorded in a local Cartesian coordinate system, with the LiDAR 
sensor as the origin. To georeference the LiDAR measurements to real-world coordinates, a Global 
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) receiver is co-located with the LiDAR sensor to obtain 
accurate positional information. The GNSS data is post-processed and fused with the LiDAR data 
using a Kalman filter to compute precise georeferenced point cloud data. In this project, we only 
tested the georeferencing process in experiments on the Texas A&M University (TAMU) RELLIS 
Campus. 

Perception Requirements 
Different sensors provide varying levels of fidelity, each with their drawbacks. Commercially 
available traffic monitoring radar systems, including direct and side-fired radars, have been used 
to detect and track vehicles up to 300 m [30]. Radar measurements, however, are lower in fidelity, 
detecting only the vehicle pose/velocity, and can often be noisy, which decreases accuracy [31]. 

Optical machine vision sensors have also been used in traffic detection for both pose and 
orientation [31], though they can suffer from poor accuracy in nighttime operation. Although the 
percentage of work zone nighttime crashes is lower than in daytime traffic (due to higher volumes), 
crash rates per million vehicles are substantially higher at night [32], [3]. Cameras also require 
extrinsic/intrinsic calibration, which relates the image pixels to a physical point in 3D space. A 
work zone is a dynamic site; researchers determined that the sole use of cameras was not feasible 
due to lengthy setup times with calibration, especially if this process must be repeated multiple 
times. Day/night operation requirements also warranted a different or additional sensing modality. 

3D LiDAR offers a higher resolution than radar, which not only allows increased accuracy in 
position estimation but can also allow detection of the orientation of the vehicle. LiDAR is also 
not subject to varying lighting conditions and produces a 3D point cloud rather than 2D pixel 
images. Calibration is more straightforward, as the operator would only need to provide semantic 
information such as the road and work zone area in a 3D map. As LiDAR technology progresses 
with reduced costs, we still forecast its use as a vital component in developing a Smart Work Zone 
(SWZ). These can include systems with multiple LiDARs and in combination with other sensors. 
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2The team started by researching the theoretical capabilities—which vary based on the LiDAR 
model, configuration, and resolution—to issue guidance on the LiDAR model and placement for 
roadside application. For these purposes, a highway posted at 65 mph (104 kph) was defined as 
having four travel lanes 3.6 m wide in each direction. In one direction, the far right lane is closed 
as part of the work zone, including the 2.4 m wide shoulder.  

Let the horizontal placement Dh be the distance between the LiDAR and edge of the closest open 
lane and Dv be the vertical mounting distance from the ground (Figure 9). Setback distances are 
limited to the work zone (i.e., 0 ≤ Dh < 6.0 m). The placements Dh, Dv, horizontal and angular 
resolution γ, φ, and number of LiDAR beams nbeams dictate the spacing between the returned points. 
As the spacing increases with the beam distance, the vehicle detection range diminishes. 

To define the spacing between points, consider two simplified concepts on one side of an eight-
lane highway. In the first scenario, only consider the horizontal spacing Ak distances in the XY 
plane for LiDAR measurements taken against an imaginary flat wall, visualized in Figure 8, with 
Ak given by Equation (1). Extending the imaginary wall to a vehicle, Ak represents the separation 
distance between points taken on the side from bumper to bumper. In another scenario, the 
horizontal Bk and vertical Ck spacing distances are considered for measurements in the XZ plane, 
visualized in Figure 9 and given by Equation (2) through Equation (4). These represent the 
spacings from the tires to roof (Ck) and the distances between points on the roof (Bk). A conically 
shaped blind spot lies directly underneath the LiDAR that varies in angle and radius based on the 
placement. This is characterized by the minimum height δmin, and an object is detectable at distance 
Dh. 

 

There are several competing metrics affected by adjusting the LiDAR placement2. The first priority 
is to ensure that δmin remains low enough that at least a portion of the vehicle side is detectable. It 
is also desirable to keep Ck sufficiently small to observe multiple beams on a vehicle. If there is 
enough resolution, we can design for a δmin that allows us to cover side and vehicle roof. 

The theoretical spacing results for both the popular VLP-16 and the less common Ouster OS1-32 
are shown in Figure 7. Note that only half the VLP-16’s beams are utilized for vehicles shorter 
than Dv. The OS1-32 not only has more than twice as many beams, but it can also be manufactured 

 
2 A control parameter of interest is not studied, β , the pitch relative to the ground. Adjusting the pitch will 
unilaterally increase the utilized in beams in one side. In on-going work we are considering worker detection, which 
may not be possible with certain pitches. Further, in specially designed LiDARs, the pitch may not need to be 
adjusted. 
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to vertically scan below zero (down to −22.5°). This allows the full utilization of the 32 beams and 
concentrates on the γ resolution. 

 

For the spacing analysis, researchers fixed the vertical mounting distance at 2.2 m, as this allowed 
the flexibility to detect both the roofs and the sides of most vehicles. Observing the Ak spacing 
results, the limitations on tracking ranges are quickly evident. Beyond Ak > 0.5, too few points are 
received to reliably detect a vehicle. Results for Bk demonstrate that the VLP-16 cannot observe 
multiple bands of points of the roofs and that the vehicle sides are mostly detected via Ck. Though 
it is possible for vehicles in all lanes to be detected, severe occlusions will occur when the closest 
lane is occupied. However, there are better results for Bk, and the roofs of the vehicles in the closest 
lane can likely be detected with the full utilization of the OS1-32. Researchers did not have a 
below-horizon configured OS1-32 for testing, but we hypothesize that the tracking distances 
should improve ±20 to 25 m, or 45 m in total, based on the spacing distances Ak. Hence, 
considerations of the placement and LiDAR configuration as it relates to the application will allow 
for greater utilization of the sensor. Selecting a sensor configured to scan below the horizon such 
as the OS1-32 with resolutions φ = 0.17° and γ = 0.70° and placement at Dh = 4 − 6, Dv = 2.2 m 
would allow detection of both vehicle sides and roofs for up to one to two lanes, as seen in Figure 
7. 

 

Figure 7. Graphs. Ak, Bk, and Ck theoretical spacing results. ΣCk + δmin represents the distance from the 
ground, ΣBk − Dh represents the horizontal spacing along the lanes, while ΣAk is the longitudinal spacing 

along the lane [33]. 
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Figure 8. Graph. Horizontal spacing in XY plane between points for a 2D scan of a flat wall with the LiDAR 
sensor positioned Dh away. n ranges from N = 1 to N = π/φ [33]. 

 

Figure 9. Graph. Horizontal/vertical spacing between points in the ZX plane at _min. The mounting height Dv 
and setback distance Dh from the road affect the spacing [33]. 

Communication and Alarm Considerations 
Researchers also considered the alarm as it relates to sensor update rates, worker notification, and 
processing requirements. The sensor update rate ranges are given by the LiDAR manufacturer—
the VLP-16 is configurable from 5 to 20 Hz, while the Ouster OS1 series can either be 10 or 20 
Hz. Because the total number of points per second remains the same, the horizontal resolution 
changes depending on the rotation rate ω. An appropriate ω must balance the horizontal resolution 
φ, while also providing a fast enough update rate to accurately predict threats. At 104 kph (65 mph) 
and ω = 10 Hz, the position difference between updates is 3 m. Doubling ω reduces the position 
difference by half, but the resolution φ doubles to 0.4° with the VLP-16. Determining the minimum 
frequency ω required to accurately predict threats is still under active study, but researchers 
selected ω = 10 Hz for the current methodology to balance resolution and the update rate.  
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Figure 10. Flowchart of the developed system architecture. 

For processing requirements, the detection algorithms should run at an update rate at least as fast 
as the sensor frequency. Because the processing happens onsite in real time for threat prediction, 
it is highly desirable to produce lightweight algorithms. 

Methodology 
Platform and Software 
For this work, researchers designed the system architecture using the popular Robotic Operating 
System (ROS) [34] as the middle-ware software. Each system sub-task is designed in components 
to run separately on “ROS-nodes,” as illustrated in Figure 10. The algorithms for this research 
were developed in C++ and Python utilizing the open-source Point Cloud Library (PCL) [35] and 
OpenCV Libraries [36]. With ROS’s portability and standardized messages, researchers were able 
to deploy on multiple types of machines and even use different types of LiDAR sensors. 

Background Removal 
Background removal is the process in which stationary objects, such as the ground readings, are 
removed from the point cloud. In the case where the LiDAR is static, the background removal 
process is much simpler than the dynamic case. Researchers applied a common methodology using 
the “Max Distance” [37] or “Azimuth-Channel-Distance” [38] method. In this procedure, the 
background is subtracted based on maximally recorded distances for each beam of the LiDAR, 
which assumes the background is impenetrable. 
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Figure 11 illustrates a scenario of readings of two beams at t0;1. Because the true background point 
Pi,j|t1 exists outside the region of interest (ROI), Pi,j|t0|2 is incorrectly chosen as the maximum 
background distance. Therefore, it is desired to (1) collect the distances when no or few vehicles 
are present, and (2) set the distance to 1 for any beams not measured during this time. However, 
solving (1) requires manual operation to start the background collection when no vehicles are 
present. To solve this issue, an initial background estimate can be measured for a tunable number 
of frames, which removes the majority of the background (but also includes some false positives). 
Subsequently, the vehicle detection algorithm can be started, and when there are a few numbers of 
detected vehicles, the background can be recomputed online. Further robustness may be added in 
cases where the background changes over time. 

 

Figure 11. Diagram. LiDAR readings for t = 0, 1. At t0, the vehicle occludes beams Pi,j , Pi,j+1 path. At t1, the 
vehicle is gone, and the previous beams fall incident on the world background [33]. 

Bird’s-eye View Image Generation 
Vehicles in LiDAR data are easily distinguishable by a bird’s-eye view (BeV). This 2D projection 
of the LiDAR data provides a simple and efficient way to cluster vehicles. A binary or RGB color 
image can be used, depending on what features are to be encoded. In this methodology, researchers 
utilized a binary image I(x, y) defined by: 

 

Hence, even with multiple point pairs (x, y) at different heights z, the bitmap will remain 1. In other 
methodologies, the height and intensity values can be encoded by using multiple color channels, 
which has been useful in deep learning-based approaches [39]. 

It is recommended that a limit xmin ≤ x ≤ xmax, ymin ≤ y ≤ ymax be applied to bound and pre-allocate 
the image dimensions m × n. The image scale can be empirically chosen; in these experiments, 
researchers found that a scale of 8 to10 worked best for a 15 × 60 m area. The scaling factor affects 
the precision of the data—a scale factor of 10 pixels per meter will have a precision of ±10 cm. 
Computing BeV images spent less than 1 millisecond (ms) of computation time. 
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Vehicle Detection 
1) Clustering: After the BeV image is generated, a clustering scan algorithm can be used to 

generate potential image detections. Density-Based Spatial Clustering of Applications with 
Noise (DBSCAN) has been a popular method for clustering LiDAR data [38], [40]. Two 
parameters, ε and ηmin, are utilized; however, the LiDAR’s characteristic of returning sparse 
point clouds as the radial distances increases makes it difficult to choose a single ε value. 
Zhao proposed a variable ε based on the radial distance from the LiDAR [38]. Researchers 
applied a dilation operation wk to the BeV image ηd times prior to clustering, which 
increases the density of partial vehicle scans. Experimentally, we found that a single 
operation of a 3 × 3 dilation kernel of ones is sufficient for clustering with ε = 8, ηmin = 15.  

2) Vehicle Detection: After the clusters have been generated, classification is needed to 
determine if the track is a vehicle. Common methodology for classification includes 
Support Vector Machines (SVM). In [41], a 28-feature SVM for vehicle classification in 
mixed urban environments was utilized. The current study is primarily interested in 
detecting vehicles, so researchers simply categorized between vehicle and nonvehicle 
based on the area, dimensions, and dimension ratio of the detection. Examples of 
nonvehicle detections can include pedestrians, noise, and small partial scans of vehicles. 
Lastly, the cluster bounds in the dilated image are then used to find the bounding box in 
the original image. A pseudocode of the vehicle detection process is shown (Algorithm 1) 
is shown in Figure 12. The overall detection process is illustrated in Figure 13. 

 

Figure 12. Text image. Vehicle detection algorithm [33]. 
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Figure 13. Graphs. Image dilation and detection process for two different vehicles (I-II). (a) BeV points, (b) 
points after dilation and corresponding cluster bounding boxes, (c) cluster search on original points, and 

convex hull generation, and (d) refined cluster bounding boxes [33]. 

Vehicle Tracking 
Multi-object tracking (MOT) involves four consecutive stages: (1) object detection, (2) data-
association, (3) prediction, and (4) track life-cycle management. Several methods have been 
developed for data association depending on the context and application. Some methods include 
the Joint Probabilistic Data Association Filter (JPDAF) [42] and the Hungarian/Munkres algorithm 
[43]. As a starting point, the team used the Hungarian algorithm due to its simplicity. The cost 
function is based on the Euclidean separation distance between new detections and predicted 
vehicle positions. The detections are assigned to tracks based on the lowest cost, though they must 
be within a maximum distance cost Δ max-cost. A life-cycle observer removes tracks that have had 
more than ηinvisible  frames and tracks whose center position has transitioned near the end of the 
ROI. Unassigned detections typically (though not exclusively) result from the following: (1) a new 
vehicle that is untracked, (2) multiple partial detections for a new or already tracked vehicle, and 
(3) detections from a previously deleted tracked vehicle(s). Lastly, for prediction and filtering, the 
team used a discrete constant velocity Kalman filter running at the same frequency as the LiDAR 
setting. The tracking execution time did not exceed 3 ms. 

Vehicle Trajectory Extraction and Prediction 
The Kalman filter is a mathematical algorithm used to estimate the state of a system based on a 
series of noisy measurements. It was first developed by Rudolf E. Kalman in 1960 and has since 
become a widely used technique in many applications, including vehicle trajectory tracking and 
predicting. An overview of the Kalman filter, its formula, its applications in vehicle trajectory 
tracking and predicting, and its advantages appear in Appendix A. 

Researchers used the Kalman filter to track and predict the trajectory of detected objects [44]. The 
Kalman filter can offer estimates for certain unknown variables observed over time via given 
measurements. Upon initialization, the Kalman filter anticipates the system state for the 
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subsequent step while also giving the prediction's uncertainty. After a measurement has been taken, 
the Kalman filter revises (or adjusts) the prediction and the present state's uncertainty. 
Simultaneously, it predicts future states in a continuous manner.  

Vehicle Intrusion Alerting 
Figure 14 shows the threat alert system. First, researchers set a buffer called the warning zone; the 
distance of the warning zone to the edge of the detection zone is D, and the distance between the 
vehicle and the detection zone is d. When a vehicle approaches the detection zone, if it reaches the 
warning zone (d <= D), it would be considered a threat. At this point, a warning signal is sent.  

 

Figure 14. Diagram for the threat alert system. 

Visualization 
ROS visualization (Rviz) is an application for 3D visualizing robots, sensors, and algorithms [45]. 
Users can observe the robot's perspective of the real world or simulated scenario. In this study, 
researchers applied Rviz to visualize the LiDAR data, trajectory detection and prediction, and 
threat alert. 

The dynamic reconfiguration function in ROS can be used to dynamically change a parameter's 
value while a node is operating. This package provides the ability to alter parameters on the 
parameter server during runtime and send that adjustment to a specific active node that requires 
the parameter's most recent value [46]. In the current research, the size of the work zone and the 
scale of images of multiple views can be adjusted when the program is running. The ability to 
adjust the size of the work zone provides flexibility to adapt to changing conditions or 
requirements. For example, if the user needs to expand or reduce the warning zone, they can easily 
adjust the work zone size to reflect the new requirements. 
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Results and Discussion 

Detection Results 
Researchers collected data with a VLP-16 attached to a heavy-duty tripod with spirit bubble 
indicators to balance the roll and pitch at two real-world test sites (Table 2). Datasets are stored 
for offline use in a “rosbag” format, which can later replay captured sensor data. 

The first (01-TAMU) test site was an urban road intersection near TAMU at Church & University. 
Researchers collected LiDAR vehicle data during the day and windy conditions for about 10 
minutes. The LiDAR was positioned at Dh = 5.0; Dv = 2.2 m. The second test site (02-TAMU) was 
collected during the day on a highway SH-21 near the RELLIS Campus. For safety reasons, the 
LiDAR was positioned further back at Dh = 8.3 m; Dv = 2.2 m. Compared to the urban scenario, 
the point cloud for the highway was much sparser. This was due to both the LiDAR being located 
further away and the high vehicle speeds (75 mph / 120 kph) resulting in shorter detections. 

Researchers tested rosbags offline on two machines to evaluate the performance: (1) a mobile 
laptop with an Intel i7-8750H @ 3.9 GHz, and (2) a Raspberry Pi 4 with a Quad Cortex A72 @ 
1.5 GHz. Relevant statistics and run-time performance were measured on a frame-by-frame basis, 
with averaged results presented. 

For the detection results (Table 3), researchers observed the precision, recall, and mean 
Intersection Over Union (mIOU) averaged over a frame-by-frame basis. We observed these 
metrics in the context of the annotated LiDAR BeV images. In 01-TAMU, there was a very high 
precision where 99.5% of the detections were present in the annotations. Most instances of false-
positives/false-negatives were due to over/under clustering, respectively. The mIOU score (i.e., 
the averaged intersection over union) was around 60% to 65% in both datasets. The remaining 
40% error is majorly attributed to misclustering in vehicles with sparse LiDAR returns and 
marginally due to small error offsets in annotations. The small performance increases in most 
metrics for 02-TAMU may be attributed to the lower number of vehicles per frame. The 
background filtering, image generation, detection, and tracking processes were all within the 100 
ms target time (for ω = 10 Hz) on the i7 laptop. However, in instances with four or more vehicles 
in a frame, the computation time on the Raspberry Pi platform was >100 ms. Further improvements 
can be made by transitioning the detection code into C++ from Python. 

Table 2. Background Filtering Results [33] 

Dataset Avg. error 
[%] 

exec time 
[ms] 

Avg. False 
Positive [%] 

Avg. False 
Positive [pts] 

01_TAMU 0.50 1.90 1.08 60.60 
02_TAMU 0.88 1.00 2.18 119.10 
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Table 3. Detection Results [33] 

Dataset Precision Recall mIOU 
Avg. exec 
time [ms] 

per cluster 
[ms] 

01_TAMU 99.5% 93.9% 58.5% 8.25 3.24 
02_TAMU 100.0% 96.3% 66.7% 5.38 4.90 

Trajectory Prediction/Alerting 
Figure 15a shows the trajectory tracking and prediction results. The vehicle is bounded by a box, 
and five frames of the vehicle’s future trajectory are predicted (as shown by cyan color dots). 
Figure 15b shows the threat alert response. When a vehicle reaches the edge of the warning zone, 
a message “warning” appears (shown in red). When the vehicle leaves, the threat alert disappears. 

 

Figure 15. Graph and diagram. Threat detection and alarm: a) Trajectory and predicted path of the vehicle. 
b) Visualization of threat alert. 

The Rviz interface displays the LiDAR data and how the system works (Figure 16). The box in 
the center shows a 3D view within the detection zone including the work zone LiDAR point cloud 
data. Three windows on the left visualize the top view, the centroid of moving objects, and 
trajectory tracking and prediction. With the dynamic reconfiguration, the size of the work zone 
and the detection zone can be adjusted.  

 

Figure 16. Screen shot. Rviz interface of the threat alert system. 

Researchers tracked and predicted the trajectories of 184 vehicles; 176 of them are accurate, and 
eight are inaccurate. The accuracy of tracking and prediction is 95.65%. There are a few reasons 
that explain the threat alert errors: 
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• Complex driving scenarios: Trajectory prediction assumes that the vehicle will continue to 
behave in a predictable manner. However, complex driving scenarios like sudden stops or 
sharp turns can make trajectory prediction challenging. 

• Model assumptions: The Kalman filter algorithm assumes that the system dynamics and 
sensor noise are normally distributed and linear. However, in real-world scenarios, the 
behavior of vehicles and sensor noise may not always follow a linear or normal distribution. 
In such cases, the accuracy of the Kalman filter algorithm may be limited. 

• Object clustering algorithms: Object clustering algorithms could lead to incorrect or 
delayed threat alerts. DBSCAN, like any clustering algorithm, is designed to group similar 
data points based on the maximum distance between points and the minimum number of 
clustering data points. The accuracy of object clustering being 90%+ could result in 
incorrect threat alerts. For example, if the algorithm is not sensitive enough, it may fail to 
detect clusters or objects actually approaching the work zone, resulting in delayed alerts. 

The result of threat alert appears in Table 4. In the 147 related threat information recorded, 119 
are reported accurately; 25 of the threat information are not actual threats but are predicted as 
threats by the system. The system also considers three of them as not threats (False Positive). 
Overall, the system has an accuracy of 80.95%. 

Table 4. Accuracy of the Intrusion Alerting 

Ground truth 

Prediction 

 TRUE FALSE 
TRUE 119 25 
FALSE 3 / 

There are a several reasons that explain the threat alert errors: 

• System delay can impact the accuracy and timeliness of threat alerts. Processing time varies 
based on algorithm complexity, computational resources, and LiDAR data size. This delay 
occurs between receiving LiDAR data and generating alerts. 

• Vehicle speed is a significant factor in providing timely and accurate threat alerts. The 
LiDAR sensor in this study effectively detects up to 30 m. High-speed approaching 
vehicles reduce the system's time to detect and respond to potential threats. Quick vehicle 
arrival at the work zone necessitates rapid threat detection and response. 

• Incorrect or delayed threat alerts can result from object clustering algorithms. DBSCAN 
clusters similar data points based on distance and minimum cluster size. With a 90% 
clustering accuracy, there may be incorrect alerts. Insensitivity in the algorithm could fail 
to detect approaching object clusters, leading to delayed alerts. 
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Future Research 
In this study, researchers developed a prototype for a work zone vehicle intrusion/alerting system 
by using roadside LiDAR, which helps improve safety for workers. However, this study still has 
a few limitations.  

Currently, the alert system can only show incoming threats that can be displayed on a device in 
the work zone. As we know, the velocity of vehicles is sometimes very high, and traffic crashes 
can happen in just seconds. Displaying threat information in a particular spot in the work zone is 
probably not effective enough for workers to see and react. We will further refine the alert function, 
and one of the solutions is to connect the threat alert to a wearable device such as a vest. When the 
potential threat is found, the signal will be sent and displayed to individual workers directly on 
their wearable devices. This measure will improve efficiency and make more time for workers to 
escape from danger.  

Also, the detection scope in this research is another limitation. The effective detecting and tracking 
distance for the device is 30 m, which is not enough to monitor the traffic condition and alert all 
threats in advance, especially for the potential vehicle threats with high speed on highways. We 
will apply better LiDAR devices to collect data with a larger range in the future. Furthermore, it is 
not our goal to do individual research, gather information, and analyze results in a specific location. 
We hope the information we gain and process via the LiDAR sensor can be connected and 
incorporated into the traffic information platform as a helpful tool to monitor the traffic condition 
around the work zone in real time. 

There are also other relevant research questions that warrant further examination: 

1) The system has been tested in a two-lane work zone (one lane closure for construction). It 
would be beneficial to expand the test to more complicated roadway and work zone 
configurations (e.g., four-lane undivided road, freeway). 

2) The system should also be tested in extreme weather events to see the tolerance of LiDAR 
sensors in extreme conditions (e.g., rain, snow, maximum temperature).  

3) The system and algorithms can be further refined by fusing the data from multiple LiDAR 
sensors (at least two) to reduce occlusion and to increase the warning lead time.    

Additional Products 

Education and Workforce Development Products 
Within the scope of this project, a master's student demonstrated commendable achievement by 
successfully completing their thesis, which focused on the project's central topic. Furthermore, two 
undergraduate students enthusiastically engaged in the project, acquiring valuable learning 
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experience. Additionally, a Ph.D. student made substantial contributions to the project, 
significantly expanding their knowledge and establishing a foundation for future research. 

Technology Transfer Products 
1) IEEE International Intelligent Transportation Systems Conference 2021 (September 2021): 

“Building a Smart Work Zone Using Roadside LiDAR” 
2) TAMU Transportation Data Science Seminar Series (August 26, 2021): “Building a Smart 

Work Zone Using Roadside LiDAR” 
3) TexITE Webinar Series, “ITS, TSMO and Big Data” (August 27, 2021): “Building a 

Roadside LiDAR Based Intrusion Alerting System to Improve Work Zone Safety” 
4) TAMU Design & Analytics for Urban Artificial Intelligence Workshop (June 2022): 

“Leveraging Emerging Data and AI Technologies to Enhance Transportation 
Infrastructures” 

5) Transportation Research Board (TRB) Annual Conference (January 2022): “Simulation of 
Roadside LiDAR Applications: A Smart Work Zone Case Study”  

6) IEEE Sensors Conference (October 2022): “An Automatic Lane Marking Detection 
Method with Low-Density Roadside LiDAR Data” 

7) University of Texas at Arlington Presentation (Nov. 2022): “Development of a Roadside 
LiDAR Based Vehicle Intrusion Altering System for Work Zones” 

8) ASCE International Conference on Transportation & Development 2023 (June 2023): 
“Development of a Roadside LiDAR Based Situational Awareness System to Improve 
Work Zone Safety: A Pilot Study” 

9) TRB Annual Conference (to be planned): “Development of a Roadside LiDAR Based 
Situational Awareness System to Improve Work Zone Safety: A Pilot Study” 

Data Products  
The LiDAR datasets will be uploaded to the Safe-D data portal.  
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Appendix A: Literature Review 

Work Zone Safety  
Work zone crashes can be attributed to various factors, which can be broadly categorized into 
human-related factors and environmental or external factors. Understanding these causes can help 
mitigate the risks associated with work zones. 

Human-Related Factors: 

• Driver inattention: As previously mentioned, driver inattention is a significant cause of 
work zone crashes, with distractions leading to slower reaction times [47]. 

• Speeding: Driving at excessive speeds in work zones increases the likelihood of collisions 
due to reduced reaction time and increased stopping distance [48]. 

• Aggressive driving: Aggressive behaviors, such as tailgating, sudden lane changes, and 
frequent acceleration or deceleration, can lead to crashes in work zones [49]. 

• Impaired driving: Driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs severely impairs a 
driver's ability to safely navigate work zones, resulting in an increased risk of crashes [50]. 

Environmental or External Factors: 

• Work zone design: Poorly designed or maintained work zones with unclear signage, 
insufficient lighting, or inadequate lane markings can cause confusion and increase the risk 
of crashes [51]. 

• Construction equipment and workers: The presence of construction equipment and workers 
in work zones creates additional hazards for drivers, who may be unfamiliar with the 
movements and operations of such machinery [6]. 

• Weather conditions: Adverse weather conditions, such as rain, fog, or snow, can reduce 
visibility and create hazardous driving conditions in work zones [52]. 

• Road surface conditions: Uneven or slippery road surfaces due to construction activity or 
weather can cause drivers to lose control of their vehicles, resulting in crashes [48]. 

Methods to Improve Work Zone Safety 
Improving work zone safety requires a multifaceted approach that addresses various aspects; the 
methods are list below: 

• Engineering: Implementing proper work zone design and traffic control can help reduce 
the risk of crashes. This includes using clear signage, adequate lighting, and well-defined 
lane markings. Additionally, portable barriers and rumble strips can help channel traffic 
and alert drivers to changing conditions [53]. 

• Enforcement: Strict enforcement of work zone regulations, such as speed limits and lane 
restrictions, can deter unsafe driving behaviors. Automated enforcement systems, like 
speed cameras, can be used to supplement traditional police enforcement [54]. 
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• Education: Public awareness campaigns and driver education programs can help drivers 
understand the risks associated with work zones and promote safe driving behaviors [55]. 

Despite the potential benefits of these measures, they also have limitations. Engineering solutions 
can be costly to implement and maintain, and they may not fully address issues related to driver 
behavior or unforeseen circumstances. Enforcement efforts can be resource-intensive, and public 
acceptance of automated enforcement systems may be limited due to privacy concerns. The 
effectiveness of education measures may be limited by drivers' willingness to change their 
behaviors and the difficulty of reaching all drivers with the intended message. Figure 17 shows the 
effectiveness of different types of work zone safety controls.  

 

Figure 17. Diagram. Effectiveness of different types of controls (Source: CDC). 

WZIAS 
WZIAS are safety technologies designed to monitor and detect unauthorized vehicles, pedestrians, 
or objects entering a designated work zone. These systems provide real-time alerts to construction 
crews and supervisors, allowing them to respond quickly to potentially dangerous situations [53]. 
WZIAS aim to reduce the risk of crashes, injuries, and fatalities in work zones.  

• Enhancing safety: WZIAS help protect construction workers, drivers, and pedestrians by 
providing real-time alerts and warnings about potential hazards in work zones. By detecting 
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intrusions and alerting those in the vicinity, these systems help prevent crashes and save 
lives. 

• Reducing crashes: Work zones often have reduced speed limits, lane closures, and other 
changes in traffic patterns that can lead to increased crashes [56]. By monitoring and 
managing work zones using WZIAS, the number of crashes can be significantly reduced. 

• Improving work zone management: WZIAS can improve work zone management by 
providing real-time data on traffic conditions, worker locations, and equipment status [57]. 
This information can be used to optimize work zone layouts, scheduling, and overall 
operations, leading to more efficient project delivery. 

• Enhancing public perception: WZIAS can contribute to positive public perception by 
demonstrating that transportation agencies are proactive in implementing safety measures 
to protect workers and the public. Improved public perception can lead to increased support 
for infrastructure projects and funding. 

The development of WZIAS can be traced back to the growing awareness of work zone safety 
issues and the need to protect construction crews from crashes. Their development has been a 
gradual process, driven by advancements in technology and research on work zone safety. In the 
early 1990s, the focus on work zone safety increased as the Federal Highway Administration began 
emphasizing the importance of reducing work zone fatalities and injuries [8]. This led to the 
development of various traffic control devices and technologies aimed at improving work zone 
safety, including intrusion alarm systems. Initial work zone intrusion detection systems utilized 
sensors and alarms, which were designed to alert construction workers of unauthorized intrusions 
by vehicles or pedestrians [58]. These early systems faced challenges in terms of reliability and 
false alarms, prompting further research and development. Over the years, advancements in 
technology have led to the improvement of WZIAS. For example, the introduction of radar and 
wireless technologies has improved the accuracy and effectiveness of intrusion detection systems 
[59]. Additionally, the integration of GPS and other location-based technologies has further 
enhanced the ability of WZIAS to provide real-time alerts to construction crews and supervisors 
[60]. As research on work zone safety continues, new technologies and strategies are being 
developed and refined to improve WZIAS. For instance, the use of artificial intelligence and 
machine learning algorithms may further enhance the effectiveness of WZIAS by reducing false 
alarms and increasing the accuracy of intrusion detection [61].  

The systems mentioned can be categorized into three main types: 

 Mechanical systems utilize mechanisms such as impact-activated or pressure-activated 
systems. These mechanisms are triggered by physical contact or impacts caused by 
intruding vehicles [11]. 

 Electronic systems employ various sensing technologies such as UWB [12], [13], GPS 
[14], RFID [15], magnetic field sensors [16], radar [17], infrared sensors [18], laser sensors 
[7], video cameras [19], [20], and others to detect intruding objects. 
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 Dedicated observers are individuals positioned strategically as workers or flaggers whose 
primary task is to identify intrusions and activate alarms [19]. 

Although these systems offer potential benefits, their adoption in the highway construction 
industry has been limited. Some concerns raised about these technologies include their 
effectiveness, the cost implications associated with adopting new technology, and the lack of 
synergy among different technological features [7]. For instance, mechanical systems have a 
significant limitation, as they require the operator to be present during a warning in order to notice 
any changes in work-zone barricade formations. On the other hand, electronic systems face 
challenges such as frequent false alarms and difficulties in system setup. 

Roadside LiDAR Data Processing Algorithms 
LiDAR technology utilizes laser beams to accurately detect and determine the positions of objects. 
It comprises a swiftly rotating array of detector pairs housed within a fixed structure, allowing 
efficient scanning of the surroundings. By emitting and receiving laser beams, LiDAR gathers 
highly detailed 3D information about the surrounding environment. The detection range is 
typically 0 to 200 meters. Each laser is fired approximately 18,000 times per second, generating a 
real-time stream of comprehensive 3D point data. The recorded attributes of a laser point include 
distance, intensity, x-coordinate, y-coordinate, z-coordinate, azimuth, and timestamp. The point 
cloud output from roadside LiDAR is shown in Figure 18 [62].   

 

Figure 18. Graphs. The output point cloud from roadside LiDAR [62]. 
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Compared to traditional traffic detectors like video, infrared, radar, radio frequency, and 
geomagnetic sensors, LiDAR sensors offer a more extensive and detailed range of traffic flow 
characteristics and parameters. Within the scanning range of LiDAR, it becomes possible to extract 
high-resolution, fine-grained data regarding the position, direction, speed, and even the trajectory 
of each road user. The micro-level traffic data collected by a roadside LiDAR sensor holds great 
value as an input for various traffic applications, including vehicle-infrastructure cooperation 
systems, connected/autonomous vehicle systems, analysis aimed at reducing vehicle-to-pedestrian 
crashes, intelligent traffic signals, and other related fields [63]. 

The objectives and requirements for processing roadside data differ significantly from onboard 
LiDAR data [64]: 

• Onboard LiDAR sensors, usually equipped with a minimum of 64 lasers, are mounted on 
moving vehicles to capture high-density point cloud data. In contrast, roadside LiDAR 
sensors, which are cost-effective and typically have 16 or 32 lasers, are installed on the 
infrastructure side. The data they capture are relatively low-density. 

• Onboard LiDAR sensors primarily focus on the immediate surroundings of the vehicle. In 
contrast, roadside LiDAR sensors face the challenge of covering a much larger area, such 
as an entire intersection. Therefore, the detection and tracking task becomes more 
challenging for roadside LiDAR within the designated ROI.  

• Onboard LiDAR sensors are commonly considered secondary sensors in autonomous 
vehicles. They work in conjunction with other sensors like video cameras and rely on 
additional data sources such as high-resolution 3D maps and GPS information. Conversely, 
roadside LiDAR sensors are expected to operate independently, without relying on 
additional sensors or data sources. 

Considering the unique characteristics of roadside LiDAR, different data processing approaches 
have been proposed and developed recently. A common processing pipeline for roadside LiDAR 
data includes four major tasks: background filtering (or removal), object clustering or detection, 
object classification, and real-time tracking.  

Background Filtering 
Background filtering in a roadside LiDAR project refers to the process of separating and removing 
unwanted data points or noise from the main objects of interest, such as vehicles, pedestrians, and 
infrastructure [65]. Background points will significantly increase the computational resource and 
time in point cloud processing. For example, when scanning an intersection, about 30,000 points 
can be generated in a point cloud frame from a roadside LiDAR sensor (i.e., Velodyne VLP- 16). 
However, the point number of road users within the scanning range for HRMTD extraction is just 
about 500 points (less than 1.7% of the total points) [66]. In addition, the background filtering 
result will also influence the precision of HRMTD extraction. If background points are not filtered 
correctly and completely, the remaining background points will be identified as road users and 
cause misidentification of targets. In contrast, incorrect point cloud rejection can also result in 
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missing road users. In this regard, background filtering is crucial for improving the accuracy and 
efficiency of subsequent data analysis and interpretation. 

Background Filtering with Static Background Construction  
Static background construction is a commonly employed technique for filtering background points 
in point cloud processing. Zhao et al. [66] conducted a comparison between the raw LiDAR point 
cloud and the static background point cloud using a predefined azimuth-height table to classify 
points as belonging to target objects or the background. Similarly, Zhang et al. [67] determined 
background points by calculating the distance of each point to the static background. However, 
these methods necessitate manual selection of an ideal background point cloud frame, which is 
labor-intensive, time-consuming, and incompatible with real-time point cloud data processing and 
online HRMTD extraction [68]. 

To address this background filtering gap, Z. Zhang et al. [69] proposed a method that automatically 
constructs the background point cloud by utilizing the farthest and mean distance measurements 
for each azimuth in the LiDAR data. Y. Zhang et al. [68], on the other hand, employed a 
classification approach that groups subspace-frames and identifies the background group based on 
background characteristics. The presence of subspace frames without road users indicates the 
background group, with the corresponding points in that subspace designated as background 
points. 

Alternatively, some researchers have adopted the approach of rasterizing the 3D space into 
isometric small cubes to construct the background. Among these methods, Wu's 3D density 
statistic filtering [70], [71] is widely utilized. This method involves segmenting the 3D space and 
overlapping frames. If the density of points within a cube exceeds a predefined threshold after 
overlapping, the cube is classified as background space. Additionally, some scholars have 
introduced a method based on changes in cube point cloud density between adjacent frames [16]. 
These methods exhibit high accuracy in background filtering and eliminate the need for manual 
frame selection. However, they require dividing the 3D space into small cubes, some as small as 
0.05 m x 0.05 m per cube, to ensure accuracy, resulting in a significant increase in background 
construction time. Furthermore, in high-density traffic flow scenarios, achieving the desired 
accuracy and robustness remains challenging [68], [72]. 

Background Filtering Algorithms Without Static Background Construction 
Several researchers have developed background filtering algorithms that do not rely on the 
construction of a static background. One approach is the layer-based method, which analyzes the 
distance distribution of LiDAR points within each layer's horizontal angles to remove background 
points [73]. Another method, known as channel-based filtering, utilizes channel ID information to 
exclude noise points from the background [74]. Additionally, a DBSCAN algorithm has been 
employed to filter noise based on the differences in point density and shape between ground and 
non-ground points. In a different study, the slice-based projection filtering (SPF) method was 
proposed to filter background points [21]. This method involves projecting the 3D point cloud onto 



38 
 

2D polar coordinates, and traffic objects are identified within an individual frame using an artificial 
neural network (ANN)-based model. These methods can identify objects without the need for 
constructing a background, resulting in improved efficiency. However, it should be noted that 
these algorithms or models may encounter challenges when applied to sparse point clouds, 
particularly in the far range of the LiDAR scanning area. 

Algorithms that Improve the Detection Accuracy in the Far Range 
It has been observed that the point density decreases as the distance increases [74]. This issue poses 
a challenge in accurately detecting road users at longer distances, where the point cloud becomes 
sparser. To address this issue, Zhang et al. [69] employed a projection technique on horizontal and 
vertical angles to construct a background dataset, thereby expanding the detection space and 
enhancing accuracy in further distance. Wang and Goldluecke [75] utilized the complementary 
properties of LiDAR, radar, and camera data to filter valid radar points as critical points, providing 
additional cues for the network to exploit. Moreover, some researchers have employed multiple 
detections to improve the detection performance of pedestrians in far-reaching areas [76]. These 
methods have shown promising results in the farther distant range. 

While numerous innovative methods exist for background filtering in roadside LiDAR, each with 
its own advantages in algorithmic accuracy or operational efficiency, there remains a challenge in 
further enhancing the precision of background filtering algorithms. Therefore, more research is 
required to develop automated and highly accurate approaches for removing background points, 
particularly in the far detection range. 

Object Detection 
Object detection refers to the process of identifying and locating objects of interest, such as 
vehicles, pedestrians, and infrastructure, within the acquired LiDAR point cloud data [77]. This is 
essential for various applications, including autonomous driving, traffic monitoring, and 
infrastructure management [62].   

It is noted that numerous LiDAR detection models are developed for self-driving applications, in 
which LiDAR sensors are mounted on the top of a vehicle. Recently, roadside LiDAR applications 
began to gain momentum as a new promising measure of traffic data collection for safety analysis 
and connected vehicle applications. Compared to the mobile LiDAR models that are developed 
for an automated vehicle to explore and understand its ever-changing surrounding environment, 
the roadside or stationary LiDAR is mainly to detect moving objects in a fixed setting. In a roadside 
LiDAR point cloud, vehicles and other road users are distributed randomly within the LiDAR 
scanning range. Their point features, such as density and shape, change dynamically in the space. 
In this case, the models that are developed based on the mobile LiDAR scanning need to be 
investigated for their suitability and adaptability for the detection of roadside LiDAR point clouds. 

Most current object detection methods can be classified as traditional machine learning and deep 
learning.  
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Machine learning-based methods have seen significant development over the years, evolving and 
refining to better address object detection tasks in roadside LiDAR projects (Table 5). DBSCAN 
is a popular clustering algorithm that has been applied to object detection tasks in roadside LiDAR 
projects.  

DBSCAN was introduced by Ester et al. (1996) as a density-based clustering algorithm that 
identifies dense regions in the data while separating noise [78]. The algorithm works by grouping 
points based on their density, with a user-defined distance parameter (ε) and a minimum number 
of points (η_min) in a neighborhood. Initially, DBSCAN was applied to generic spatial datasets. 
However, researchers soon recognized its potential for object detection in LiDAR data, given its 
ability to separate dense clusters from sparse noise points [79]. DBSCAN has been integrated with 
other algorithms to improve object detection performance. For example, [8] combined DBSCAN 
with the Hough Transform to detect and track moving vehicles in LiDAR data. A key challenge in 
using DBSCAN for object detection in LiDAR data is determining the optimal values for Eps and 
MinPts. Researchers have proposed various techniques for parameter optimization, such as using 
the k-distance graph to estimate Eps [80]. Several extensions and variations of DBSCAN have 
been proposed to address specific challenges in object detection tasks, including handling variable 
density clusters and reducing the sensitivity to parameter choices. Examples include OPTICS, 
which creates a hierarchical representation of the data, and HDBSCAN [81], which automatically 
determines the optimal number of clusters. 

Machine learning-based methods have evolved over time, with various techniques and 
improvements being introduced to enhance object detection performance in roadside LiDAR 
projects. The progression from DBSCAN to ensemble methods, coupled with advancements in 
feature engineering and selection, has contributed to the refinement and success of these 
approaches.  

Table 5. Summary of Machine Learning-based Methods for Object Detection 

Citation Method Features Classifier Pros Cons 

[82] SVM 

Handcrafted 
features (e.g., 
geometric, 
statistical 
properties) 

Support 
Vector 
Machines 

Effective at 
finding optimal 
decision 
boundaries, good 
generalization 
performance 

Requires 
appropriate choice 
of kernel function, 
sensitive to noise 
and outliers 

[83] Random 
Forest 

Handcrafted 
features (e.g., 
geometric, 
statistical 
properties) 

Random 
Forest 

Robust to noise 
and overfitting, 
handles high-
dimensional data 
well 

Can be slow to 
train and predict, 
requires parameter 
tuning (e.g., 
number of trees) 

[84] GBM 

Handcrafted 
features (e.g., 
geometric, 
statistical 
properties) 

Gradient 
Boosting 
Machines 

Can achieve high 
accuracy, handles 
high-dimensional 
data well 

Requires 
parameter tuning, 
can be slow to 
train, sensitive to 
noise and outliers 
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Citation Method Features Classifier Pros Cons 

[85] AdaBoost 

Handcrafted 
features (e.g., 
geometric, 
statistical 
properties) 

AdaBoost 

Combines weak 
classifiers to 
create a strong 
classifier, can 
achieve high 
accuracy 

Sensitive to noise 
and outliers, 
requires parameter 
tuning (e.g., 
number of 
iterations) 

[80] DBSCAN Spatial coordinates 
Density-
based 
clustering 

Automatically 
detects clusters of 
varying shapes, 
handles noise well 

Requires 
appropriate choice 
of parameters 
(Eps, MinPts), not 
suitable for 
clusters with 
varying densities 

[86] OPTICS Spatial coordinates 
Density-
based 
clustering 

Automatically 
adapts to varying 
density clusters, 
does not require 
specifying Eps 

Requires 
specifying MinPts, 
slower than 
DBSCAN 

[81] HDBSCAN Spatial coordinates 
Density-
based 
clustering 

Automatically 
determines 
optimal number 
of clusters, 
handles noise and 
varying densities 
well 

Slower than 
DBSCAN, 
requires specifying 
MinPts 

 

The emergence of deep learning-based methods has further pushed the boundaries of object 
detection performance thanks to their ability to automatically learn hierarchical feature 
representations (Table 6). 

• Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) 

CNNs were introduced as a method to learn local and hierarchical feature representations 
in image data through a series of convolutional and pooling layers (Figure 19) [87]. 
Researchers have adapted CNNs to process 3D LiDAR data by first converting it into a 2D 
image-like representation, such as a BeV or range image [88]. 
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Figure 19. Diagram. Convolutional neural networks (CNNs) architecture [89]. 

• 3D CNNs 

3D CNNs extend traditional CNNs to process 3D volumetric data directly by applying 3D 
convolutional and pooling operations. Researchers have utilized 3D CNNs for object 
detection in LiDAR data by discretizing the point cloud into voxels and feeding the 
volumetric representation into the network [90]. 

• PointNet and PointNet++ 

PointNet [91] was introduced as a pioneering method for processing unordered point 
clouds directly, eliminating the need for data conversion or voxelization. The architecture 
consists of a series of fully connected layers, shared Multi-Layer Perceptrons (MLPs), and 
a symmetric function (e.g., max pooling) to handle permutation invariance (Figure 20). 
PointNet++ extended PointNet by incorporating a hierarchical structure to capture local 
and global contextual information [91]. 

 

Figure 20. Diagram. PointNet architecture [92]. 

• Graph neural networks (GNNs) 

GNNs were introduced to process irregularly structured data, such as point clouds or 
graphs, by modeling the relationships between nodes through graph convolutions (Figure 
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21). For LiDAR data, GNNs can be used to capture the relationships between points in the 
point cloud, enabling more effective object detection [93]. 

 

Figure 21. Diagram. Graph neural networks (GNNs) architecture [94]. 

• VoteNet 

VoteNet is a deep learning-based method for 3D object detection in LiDAR data that uses 
PointNet++ as a backbone to learn point features. VoteNet utilizes a voting mechanism to 
generate 3D bounding box proposals by aggregating votes from points in the point cloud 
(Figure 22). The method is robust to varying point densities and achieves high accuracy 
and efficiency [91]. 

 

Figure 22. Diagram. VoteNet architecture [95]. 

• Voxel-based methods 

Voxel-based methods, such as VoxelNet [96] and SECOND [97], discretize the LiDAR 
point cloud into a 3D voxel grid and use 3D CNNs or sparse convolutions to process the 
data efficiently. These methods achieve high accuracy and have been widely adopted in 
the autonomous driving industry. 
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Deep learning-based methods for object detection have evolved and been refined over time through 
a series of innovations, including the adaptation of CNNs to process 3D LiDAR data, the 
development of PointNet and PointNet++ for direct point cloud processing, the introduction of 
GNNs for modeling relationships in point clouds, and the development of Voxel-based methods 
for efficient and accurate object detection (Figure 23). These advancements have led to significant 
improvements in performance and paved the way for the adoption of deep learning in real-world 
LiDAR applications, such as roadside LiDAR object detection. 

 

Figure 23. Diagram. VoxelNet architecture [96]. 

Table 6. Summary of Features of Deep Learning-based Methods for Object Detection 

Citation Method Architecture Data 
Requirement 

Pros Cons 

[98] Multi-view 2D CNNs 2D image-like 
representation 

Utilizes 
existing 2D 

CNN 
architectures 

Information 
loss during 
conversion 

[90] VoxNet 3D CNNs Voxelized 
point cloud 

Processes 
volumetric 

data directly 

High 
computational 

cost and 
storage 

requirements 

[91] PointNet 

Fully 
connected 

layers, shared 
MLPs, max 

pooling 

Raw point 
cloud 

Direct point 
cloud 

processing 

Limited in 
capturing local 

structures 

[91] PointNet++ Hierarchical 
PointNet 

Raw point 
cloud 

Captures local 
and global 
contextual 

information 

Slightly 
increased 

complexity 
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Citation Method Architecture Data 
Requirement 

Pros Cons 

[99] Dynamic 
Graph 

Graph Neural 
Networks 
(GNNs) 

Raw point 
cloud 

Models 
relationships 

in point 
clouds 

Higher 
computational 

resources 
required 

[96] VoxelNet 3D CNNs Voxelized 
point cloud 

High accuracy 
and efficient 
processing 

Loss of fine-
grained 
details, 

increased 
memory 

[97] SECOND Sparse 
convolutions 

Voxelized 
point cloud 

Efficient and 
accurate 
object 

detection 

Loss of fine-
grained 
details, 

increased 
memory 

[100] VoteNet 
PointNet++ 
with voting 
mechanism 

Raw point 
cloud 

Robust, high 
accuracy, and 

efficient 
processing 

Relatively 
complex 

architecture 

 

However, the current research on object detection has several limitations: 

• High computational cost: Deep learning methods, especially 3D CNNs and GNNs, can 
require significant computational resources for processing large-scale point cloud data. 

• Loss of fine-grained details: Voxel-based methods and early approaches that convert point 
clouds to 2D image-like representations may result in loss of fine-grained details due to 
discretization or transformation. 

• Sensitivity to noise and varying point densities: Some methods may be sensitive to noise 
or varying point densities in the point cloud data, which can affect the performance of 
object detection [91]. 

• Limited generalization capability: Machine learning and deep learning models, such as 
SVMs, Random Forests, or CNNs, may not generalize well across different LiDAR sensors 
or environments, as their performance is heavily influenced by the training data. 

• Labeling and annotation challenges: Supervised learning methods require large annotated 
datasets, which can be expensive and time-consuming to generate for 3D LiDAR data. 

• Scalability: Many methods may not scale well to handle large-scale, high-resolution, and 
real-time LiDAR data, which is crucial for practical applications such as autonomous 
driving. 

Object Tracking  
Object tracking and prediction involve the continuous monitoring, identification, and estimation 
of the future positions of objects, such as vehicles and pedestrians, within the field of view of the 
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LiDAR sensor. This process is crucial for various traffic monitoring and management applications 
and for the safety and efficiency of autonomous vehicles and advanced driver assistance systems. 

Key problems that need to be addressed specifically for object tracking and prediction in roadside 
LiDAR projects include: 

• Data association: Associating the detected objects across consecutive LiDAR frames is 
essential for tracking objects over time. This involves determining which object in the 
current frame corresponds to which object in the previous frame, considering potential 
issues like missed detections, false alarms, and occlusions [101]. 

• Object state estimation: Estimating the state (e.g., position, velocity, and orientation) of the 
tracked objects is a crucial aspect of object tracking. Techniques such as Kalman filtering 
or particle filtering can be used to estimate and update the object state based on the 
measurements from the LiDAR sensor [77]. 

• Motion modeling and prediction: Developing accurate motion models for different object 
types is essential for predicting their future positions and velocities. These models should 
account for various factors, such as road geometry, traffic rules, and typical driving 
behaviors [102]. 

• Handling occlusions and partial visibility: Roadside LiDAR sensors may not always have 
a complete view of the objects in the scene, leading to occlusions and partial visibility. 
Robust tracking algorithms should be capable of handling these situations and maintaining 
accurate object tracking and prediction [103]. 

• Real-time processing: Object tracking and prediction algorithms should be capable of 
processing the data in real-time to ensure timely and accurate information for traffic 
monitoring and management applications. This often involves optimizing the algorithms 
for computational efficiency and minimizing the latency [104]. 

For object tracking, the distance characteristics of objects between adjacent frames are commonly 
used in mainstream methods, such as the Hungarian method. Predictive tracking algorithms using 
Kalman and particle filtering are also another major type of methods [105]. Zhang et al. proposed 
an adjacent-frame fusion method for vehicle detection and tracking in complex traffic 
circumstances. In addition, the occlusion problem can be improved as well [40]. Another research 
study developed a tracking framework from roadside LiDAR to detect and track vehicles with the 
aim of accurate vehicle speed estimation [41]. Zhao et al. proposed a detection and tracking 
approach for pedestrians and vehicles [106]. To track the detected objects, researchers used a 
discrete Kalman filter to identify the same object in continuous data frames [107]. Table 7 
summarizes tradition tracking methods and deep learning-based tracking methods.  
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Table 7. Summary of Object Tracking and Predicting Methods 

Category Method Feature Pros Cons Reference 

Traditional 
Method 

Kalman Filtering Linear, recursive 
state estimation 

Computationally 
efficient, easy to 
implement 

Limited to 
linear, Gaussian 
systems 

[108] 

Extended Kalman 
Filtering 

Non-linear state 
estimation using 
linearization 

Handles non-
linear systems, 
computationally 
efficient 

Inaccuracies due 
to linearization [109] 

Unscented 
Kalman Filtering 

Non-linear state 
estimation using 
deterministic 
sampling 

Robust to non-
linearities, 
improved 
accuracy 

Computationally 
more expensive 
than EKF 

[107] 

Particle Filtering 

Non-linear, non-
Gaussian state 
estimation using 
particles 

Flexible, handles 
complex systems 

Computationally 
intensive [110] 

Multiple 
Hypothesis 
Tracking 

Data association 
technique 
maintaining 
multiple 
hypotheses 

Handles 
complex 
scenarios with 
interactions, 
occlusions 

Computationally 
demanding [111] 

Joint Probabilistic 
Data Association 

Estimation of 
association 
probabilities 
between 
measurements and 
tracks 

Handles 
uncertainties in 
data association, 
reduces track 
loss risk 

Computationally 
intensive in 
high-object 
situations 

[112] 

Neural 
Network 

Convolutional 
Neural Networks 

Learning spatial 
hierarchies of 
features from raw 
data 

State-of-the-art 
performance, 
handles complex 
data 

Requires large 
labeled data, 
computationally 
expensive 

[113] 

Recurrent Neural 
Networks (RNNs) 
and Long Short-
Term Memory 
(LSTM) 
Networks 

Modeling 
temporal 
dependencies in 
sequential data 

Learns complex 
patterns and 
relationships in 
sequences 

Requires large 
labeled data, 
computationally 
expensive 

[114] 

Siamese Neural 
Networks 

Learning 
similarity metric 
between image 
patches 

Computationally 
efficient, 
suitable for real-
time tracking 

  [115] 



47 
 

Category Method Feature Pros Cons Reference 

Graph Neural 
Networks 
(GNNs) 

Modeling complex 
relationships and 
interactions 
between objects 

Handles 
occlusions, 
interactions, and 
long-term 
dependencies 

Requires large 
labeled data, 
computationally 
expensive 

[99] 

 

There are multiple methods to evaluate the accuracy of object tracking and prediction. The 
commonly used evaluation metrics include: 

• Multiple Object Tracking Accuracy (MOTA): 
MOTA is a commonly used metric that considers three error types: false positives, false 
negatives, and identity switches. MOTA combines these errors into a single measure, 
which provides a comprehensive evaluation of a tracking algorithm's performance [116]. 

• Multiple Object Tracking Precision (MOTP): 
MOTP measures the average localization error of correctly tracked objects. It provides a 
quantitative measure of the tracker's ability to precisely estimate object positions [116]. 

• Precision and Recall: 
Precision and recall are widely used evaluation metrics for object detection and tracking 
tasks. Precision measures the proportion of true positive detections among all positive 
detections, while recall measures the proportion of true positive detections among all 
ground-truth objects [117]. 

• Intersection over Union (IoU): 
IoU is a measure of the overlap between predicted bounding boxes and ground-truth 
bounding boxes. It is defined as the area of intersection divided by the area of union of the 
two bounding boxes. A higher IoU score indicates better tracking performance [117]. 

• F1 Score: 
The F1 score is the harmonic mean of precision and recall, providing a single measure that 
balances the trade-off between these two metrics. A higher F1 score indicates better 
tracking performance [118]. 

• Root Mean Square Error (RMSE): 
RMSE is a commonly used metric for evaluating the accuracy of object prediction. It 
measures the average squared difference between predicted and ground-truth object 
positions. A lower RMSE indicates better prediction performance [119]. 

The limitations of current research in object tracking and prediction for roadside LiDAR projects 
include: 

• Sensitivity to noise and occlusions: 
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LiDAR sensors can be affected by noise, which might lead to false detections or missed 
objects. Additionally, occlusions caused by other objects or the environment can make it 
challenging to maintain accurate tracking and prediction. 

• Complexity and computational demands: 
Advanced tracking and prediction algorithms, particularly those based on deep learning, 
often require significant computational resources and memory. This can limit their 
deployment in real-time or resource-constrained environments. 

• Limited generalization: 
Object tracking and prediction models might not generalize well to new environments or 
scenarios, especially if they have not been exposed to sufficient diverse data during 
training. This could lead to degraded performance in real-world applications. 

• Challenges in data association: 
Data association, which involves matching detected objects with existing tracks, remains a 
challenging problem in object tracking and prediction. Ambiguities in data association can 
lead to identity switches or track fragmentation, affecting overall tracking performance. 

LiDAR Installation/Configuration 
The major types of LiDAR sensor include (Table 8): 

• Airborne LiDAR 
Airborne LiDAR systems are mounted on aircraft, such as planes or helicopters, and are 
commonly used for large-scale topographic mapping and environmental monitoring [120]. 
They can cover vast areas quickly, making them ideal for forestry, floodplain mapping, 
coastal zone management, and infrastructure monitoring. 

• Terrestrial LiDAR 
Terrestrial LiDAR systems are ground-based and can be either stationary or mobile. They 
are used for detailed 3D modeling of objects, structures, and landscapes [121]. Applications 
include architectural documentation, structural analysis, mining, archaeology, and 
transportation infrastructure assessment. 

• Mobile LiDAR 
Mobile LiDAR systems are mounted on moving platforms, such as vehicles or boats, 
allowing for rapid data acquisition in urban environments and transportation corridors 
[122]. Applications include road and railway infrastructure management, asset inventory, 
and urban planning. 

• Solid-State LiDAR 
Solid-state LiDAR systems are compact and have no moving parts, making them more 
durable and cost-effective than traditional mechanical LiDAR sensors [123]. They are ideal 
for applications that require small, lightweight sensors, such as robotics, drones, and 
autonomous vehicles. 
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Table 8. Summary of Different Types of LiDAR Sensors 

Classification Feature Application Reference 

Airborne 
LiDAR 

Mounted on aircraft, 
large-scale data 
collection 

Forestry, floodplain 
mapping, coastal zone 
management 

[120] 

Terrestrial 
LiDAR 

Ground-based, 
stationary or mobile, 
high-resolution 

Architectural 
documentation, 
archaeology, 
infrastructure 

[121] 

Mobile 
LiDAR 

Mounted on moving 
platforms, rapid data 
acquisition 

Road and railway 
management, asset 
inventory, urban 
planning 

[122] 

Solid-State 
LiDAR 

Compact, no moving 
parts, durable, cost-
effective 

Robotics, drones, 
autonomous vehicles [123] 

 

Several factors can cause positional accuracy issues for LiDAR sensors: 

• Occlusion: In roadside environments, objects like buildings, trees, vehicles, and other 
structures can obstruct the LiDAR sensor's line of sight, leading to occlusion and 
incomplete data collection [124]. 

• Multipath effects: The LiDAR sensor's laser pulses can bounce off multiple surfaces before 
returning to the sensor, causing false distance measurements (Figure 24). This phenomenon 
is common in urban environments where there are reflective surfaces, such as glass 
windows and metallic structures [125]. 

 

Figure 24. Illustration. Driving scenario with ghost object presence [126]. 
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• Sensor motion: For mobile LiDAR systems, abrupt changes in speed, direction, or the 
sensor’s angle due to road unevenness or sudden maneuvers can introduce errors in the 
data [122]. 

• Shadowing effects: When a laser pulse is obstructed by an object, a shadow is created in 
the scanned area behind the object. The shadowing effect can cause data gaps, making it 
difficult to reconstruct the complete scene [127]. 

• Sensor calibration: Errors in the calibration of the LiDAR sensor, including range, 
boresight, and mounting parameters, can result in positioning inaccuracies [128]. 

• Atmospheric conditions: The presence of dust, fog, rain, or snow can affect the propagation 
of laser pulses, causing errors in the measured distances. In addition, variations in air 
temperature, pressure, and humidity can impact the speed of light, leading to inaccuracies 
in distance measurements [129]. 

• GPS errors: Airborne and mobile LiDAR systems rely on GPS for georeferencing, and any 
errors in GPS positioning can lead to inaccuracies in the LiDAR data [130]. Factors 
contributing to GPS errors include satellite geometry, signal multipath, atmospheric 
effects, and receiver noise. 

• Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU) errors: IMUs are used in combination with GPS to 
estimate the platform’s orientation. Errors in IMU measurements, such as biases, drifts, 
and noise, can lead to inaccuracies in the LiDAR data (Figure 25) [131]. 

 

Figure 25. Graph. An example of IMU errors [132]. 

• Systematic errors: Errors inherent to the LiDAR sensor itself, such as range measurement 
errors, laser beam divergence, and scanning angle errors, can impact positioning accuracy 
[130]. 

• Target surface properties: The reflectivity, color, and texture of the target surface can 
influence the return signal strength and quality, affecting the accuracy of distance 
measurements [113]. 
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Data Fusion for Roadside LiDAR Applications 
Data fusion is the process of integrating data from multiple sources to obtain a more 
comprehensive and accurate understanding of a system, often resulting in improved decision-
making or enhanced performance [133]. In the context of traffic data, data fusion methods are used 
to combine information from various traffic sensors and data sources to obtain a more complete 
and reliable picture of traffic conditions, travel times, and other traffic-related parameters. 

The limitations of current research on data fusion for roadside LiDAR projects include: 

• Heterogeneous data sources: 
Roadside LiDAR projects often involve fusing data from multiple, diverse sensors, such as 
cameras, radar, and LiDAR. Integrating heterogeneous data effectively remains a challenge 
due to differences in data formats, resolutions, and measurement errors [134]. 

• Scalability and computational complexity: 
Data fusion techniques can be computationally demanding, particularly when dealing with 
large-scale, high-dimensional, or streaming data. This can limit the real-time applicability 
of data fusion methods in roadside LiDAR projects [135]. 

• Sensor noise and uncertainty: 
Sensor noise and uncertainty can adversely affect data fusion performance. Developing 
robust methods to handle sensor noise and model uncertainties is a key challenge in data 
fusion research for roadside LiDAR projects [134]. 

• Synchronization and alignment: 
Temporal synchronization and spatial alignment of data from multiple sensors is crucial 
for accurate data fusion. Achieving precise synchronization and alignment can be 
challenging, particularly when dealing with large-scale, dynamic environments [136]. 

• Lack of standardized evaluation methods: 
There is a lack of standardized evaluation methods and benchmarks for assessing the 
performance of data fusion techniques in roadside LiDAR projects. This makes it difficult 
to compare different approaches and gauge their real-world applicability [134]. 
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Appendix B: More Information for Data Collection 

Simulated Datasets 
This project aimed to develop and implement a set of algorithms for a roadside LiDAR-based work 
zone intrusion system. The system can conduct vehicle trajectory analysis and threat assessment 
needed to accurately provide advanced warning to workers for any possible vehicle intrusion in 
the work zone. However, researchers found that recreating these intrusion scenarios and the needed 
traffic environment in the real world requires significant time, resources, and expense, and may 
present high risks in tests. Therefore, simulation of the system seems like a particularly safer and 
more efficient option before we implement it in the field. 

The main purpose of the simulation study was to use a 3D virtual environment to enable testing of 
roadside LiDAR applications, which will significantly reduce the amount of required road tests in 
the real world. The simulation was based on a co-simulation framework for modeling and 
visualizing driving algorithms in MATLAB Simulink® in a rich simulation environment powered 
by Unreal Engine®. The testing results facilitated the development of perception and control 
algorithms, verified the system’s functionality, and improved robustness at the system level. The 
developed simulation framework also demonstrated that it can run at sufficient frame rates for real-
time computations on a reasonable desktop workstation leveraging the power of a graphics 
processing unit (GPU). The major contributions of this simulation work are the following: 

• Development of a co-simulation framework for roadside LiDAR applications by using 
MATLAB, Simulink, and Unreal Engine. 

• Demonstration of the developed simulation framework in a SWZ case study to show its 
capacity for assisting the system development and its adaptability to other roadside LiDAR 
applications. 

Simulation  
In the simulation, researchers used MATLAB as the basic simulation software development 
platform to verify the rationality of the design parameters of the roadside LiDAR-based system. 
The simulation results showed that the software platform consistently and robustly achieved the 
purpose of evaluating and guiding the design process of system parameters.  

MATLAB provides a co-simulation framework for modeling and visualizing driving algorithms 
in Simulink in a rich simulation environment powered by the Unreal Engine from Epic Games 
(Figure 26). With this simulation environment, researchers can configure prebuilt scenes, place 
and move vehicles within the scene, and set up and simulate sensors (i.e., camera, radar, or LiDAR) 
on the vehicles or at the roadside. A photorealistic 3D environment and sensor detections of objects 
can be simulated and outputted for analysis by generating simulated driving scenarios. 
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Figure 26. Diagram. The co-simulation framework that is built on MATLAB/Simulink and Unreal Engine 
[22]. 

Simulation Procedures 
In the simulation, Unreal Engine creates 3D virtual driving environments and dynamic scenarios, 
supports the exporting of data to MATLAB over shared memory, and acquires data about the 3D 
environment necessary to generate synthetic sensor data (i.e., camera and LiDAR data). 
Environments created in this method can achieve a realistic, detailed appearance and geometry for 
the generation of synthetic camera and LiDAR data. Meanwhile, MATLAB and Simulink can 
process this data and develop prototype perception and control algorithms. This includes toolboxes 
for computer vision, image processing, and LiDAR point cloud processing, which is integrated in 
MATLAB Automated Driving Toolbox [137]. Therefore, an interface is enabled between 
MATLAB/Simulink and Unreal Engine, which allows a full pipeline to be tested that includes 
these capabilities. The following diagram in Figure 27 summarizes the communication between 
MATLAB/Simulink and the visualization engine (Unreal Engine).  

 

Figure 27. Diagram. Communication flows between MATLAB/Simulink and Unreal Engine [22]. 

Simulink Blocks 
Simulink blocks related to the simulation environment can be found in the automated driving 
toolbox in MATLAB. These blocks provide the ability to: 1) configure scenes in the simulation 
environment; 2) place and move vehicles within these scenes; 3) set up camera, radar, and LiDAR 
sensors on the vehicles; 4) simulate sensor outputs based on the environment around the vehicle; 
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and 5) obtain ground truth data for semantic segmentation and depth information. Figure 28 shows 
the Simulink blocks created for the SWZ case study. 

 

Figure 28. Screen shot. MATLAB/Simulink blocks in a designed simulation model for the SWZ case study 
[22]. 

Unreal Engine Blocks 
During the simulation, Unreal Engine executes its simulation blocks in a specific order. First, the 
simulation 3D Vehicle with Ground Following blocks initialize the vehicles and send their X, Y, 
and Yaw signal data to the Simulation 3D Scene Configuration block. Next, the Simulation 3D 
Scene Configuration block sends the data to the sensor blocks. Finally, the sensor blocks use the 
data to accurately locate and visualize the vehicles. The priority property of the blocks controls 
this execution order (as shown in Figure 29). By default, Simulation 3D Vehicle with Ground 
Following blocks have a priority of -1, Simulation 3D Scene Configuration blocks have a priority 
of 0, and sensor blocks have a priority of 1. 
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Figure 29. Diagram. Execution order for Unreal Engine simulation blocks [22]. 

In conjunction with vehicle models and driving algorithms, these blocks can be used to perform 
realistic closed-loop simulations that encompass the entire automated driving stack, from 
perception to control. Figure 30 shows a roadside LiDAR-based SWZ application with LiDAR 
output results. The LiDAR sensor was placed at the beginning of the work zone transition area (as 
delineated by traffic cones). 

 

Figure 30. Illustration and screen shot. Visualization of a SWZ application with LiDAR output in Unreal 
Engine [22]. 
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Data Collection from Test Sites 
Two datasets, which will be publicly available for other researchers, 3  were collected with a 
Velodyne VLP-16 sensor, mounted at 2.2 meters high on a portable tripod in two different sites 
(Table 9). The first dataset, named 01-TAMU, was collected on a six-lane urban road segment, 
though the primary ROIs covers one travel direction (three lanes). The second dataset (Figure 31), 
named 02-TAMU, was collected on a four-lane highway segment, with again the primary ROI 
covering one travel direction (two lanes). Quantitative analysis of 01-TAMU and 02-TAMU was 
made available through hand-annotated LiDAR data of several hundred frames with vehicles in-
scene. 

This dataset contains two approximately 10-minute segments on an urban (45 mph) and highway 
segment (75 mph), consisting of >1,000 frames labeled of measurements taken with a Velodyne 
VLP-16. The dataset format is as follows: 

• Raw (unprocessed ROI filtering) data in rosbag data format4  
• BeV projection images of LiDAR data 
• Labels in .csv format for each image 

Table 9 summarizes the dataset: 

Table 9. Description of 01-TAMU and 02-TAMU Datasets 

 

 
3 The dataset will be available through the SAFE-D Data Portal 
4 Rosbag format data refers to recorded bags of messages in the Robot Operating System (ROS), which are 
commonly used for storing and replaying robotic system data 
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Figure 31. Graph and photos. The data collection site on the RELLIS Campus (02-TAMU). 

Experimental Work Zone Data Collection 
Purpose 
The data from this experimental work zone collection was to test and validate the developed 
detection and tracking algorithms through some designed scenarios under a controlled testing 
environment on the TAMU RELLIS Campus. The test aimed to measure/quantify the system’s 
reliability, accuracy, and computation efficiency. Through the experiment, researchers also 
investigated the optimal LiDAR detection system setup for given specific work zone 
configurations (e.g., single vs. multiple sensors, location, height and alignment of the sensors) and 
vehicle intrusion scenes (e.g., high speed or low speed intrusions, different intrusion types). The 
test data were used to improve the algorithms and prepare the team for the implementation in a 
real work zone environment.  

The research facilities on the RELLIS Campus allow faculty, students, and private-sector partners 
to collaborate on cutting-edge research and technology development activities while benefiting 
from the use of the proving grounds and testbeds that will be available at the RELLIS Campus. 
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These testbeds and proving grounds afford large-scale testing of the technologies developed 
through these collaborations in a safe and controlled environment.  

The proving grounds of the facility have multiple runways, aprons, and transportation-related 
pavements, signs, and markings, which make them ideal research testing sites (Figure 33). The 
proving ground (or runaway) area reserved for this field experiment is highlighted in yellow in 
Figure 32: 35L Sect 1, 35L Sect 2, 35L Sect 3, 35L Sect 4, Taxi 7 Sect 5. The area has two painted 
lanes on the west side of runaway.  

 

Figure 32. Satellite image. The TAMU RELLIS Campus testing facility. 

 

Figure 33. Satellite image and photo. The experimental work zone data collection site in the RELLIS 
Campus.  
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Experimental Work Zone Tests 
In the experimental data collection, the team collected the data under several controlled work zone 
settings and vehicle intrusion scenarios. There are many possible work zone configurations in the 
real world. However, due to time and resource limits, this proof-of-concept study only investigated 
a specific work zone configuration based on the literature review and expert suggestions: a single 
lane closure on a four-lane highway segment (two-lane in each direction). Researchers designed 
two tests for this specific work zone configuration:  

• Test 1: One lane closure on a high-speed four-lane highway (60 mph) 
 Single LiDAR sensor settings  
 Multiple LiDAR sensor settings (two LiDAR sensors) 

• Test 2: One lane closure on a low-speed four-lane road (30 mph) 
 Single LiDAR sensor settings  
 Multiple LiDAR sensor settings (two LiDAR sensors) 

Various LiDAR setup factors were also considered in the experiments, including but not limited 
to: mounting or installation method, height and location of LiDAR sensor(s) in the work zone, 
detecting range, alignment of multiple sensors (if needed), etc. The optimal configuration for 
LiDAR sensor(s) was determined for this specific work zone configuration by the testing results 
and the theoretical analysis. Temporary traffic cones or barriers were placed to indicate work zone 
areas for the target vehicles. No other installation was required. 

Test 1: One Lane Closure on a High-speed Two-lane Highway (60 mph Speed Limit)  
In this test, the team designed a one-lane closure scenario on a high-speed two-lane highway 
segment. The highway has a standard lane width of 12 ft and shoulder width of 10 ft. However, 
the shoulder on 35L has a width of 12 ft, which allowed additional room in the experimental 
testing. The posted speed limit for the highway is set as 60 miles per hour.  

Figure 34 shows the designed work zone configurations. In this case, the transition area (or the 
buffer area) of the work zone should be at least 720 ft long according to the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD); 250 ft is advanced signing before transition area. 

 

Figure 34. Diagram. High-speed two-lane highway work zone configurations [19]. (D is the distance to start of 
the taper). 
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Test 2: One Lane Closure on a Two-lane Road with Two LiDAR Sensors (30 mph Speed 
Limit) 
In this test, the team designed a one-lane closure scenario on a low-speed road segment (the posted 
speed limit is 30 mph), which was intended to represent a construction work zone on a local street.   

Figure 35 shows the designed work zone configurations. In this case, the transition area (or the 
buffer area) of the work zone should be at least 180 ft long.  

 

Figure 35. Diagram. Low-speed two-lane highway work zone configurations. 

LiDAR Configuration 
The LiDAR configuration was changed depending on whether one or two sensors were operated 
at a time. There are three parameters of interest for this study: the longitudinal placement along 
the travel direction, the lateral placement across the lane, and the mounting height. The LiDAR’s 
roll, pitch, and yaw angles were fixed to 0 degrees.  

When testing a single LiDAR, the placement was closest to the intrusion area, labeled with a 
numeral 1 in the two scenarios below. When testing two LiDARs, an additional LiDAR (labeled 
2) was added to the work zone with overlapping coverage from the first LiDAR. The separation 
distance should not exceed 30 m between two LiDARs to maintain overlapping coverage.  

Table 10. LiDAR Configuration Parameters 

Parameter Testing Range Unit 
𝑫𝑫𝒗𝒗 (vertical mounting distance) 1.6-2.5 Meter 
𝑫𝑫𝒉𝒉(horizontal setback distance) 1.0-8.0 Meter 
𝚫𝚫𝐱𝐱(longitudinal separation distance) 15.0-30.0 Meter 

 

Vehicle Intrusion Scenarios 
Two work zone collision types have been investigated in the test. Since these are experiments, the 
actual work zone cones should not be placed. Instead, the cones were used to create channeling 
guides for the test vehicles to maneuver safely into the work zone. 

Testing Scenario 1: Buffer Zone Collision 
The buffer zone collision test collected data from a simulated full-frontal collision from the buffer 
zone as shown in Figure 36 and Figure 37. This test was planned to be conducted at 30 and 60 
mph. A minimum stopping distance of 1,000 ft allowed the vehicle to safely slow after the 
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maneuver was complete. The width of the lane for travel was at a minimum 12 ft. No testing 
personnel were in the work zone area due to safety concerns.  

 

Figure 36. Diagram. Settings of Testing Scenario 1. 

 

Figure 37. Photo and graph. Visualization of Scenario 1’s LiDAR outputs. 

Testing Scenario 2: Side Sweep Collision 
The second scenario to be tested was the side sweep collision scenario (Figure 38, Figure 39). For 
safety, this scenario was conducted at only 30 mph. Personnel were behind or in front of the work 
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zone collision, depending on the number of LiDARs used. Cones were used to channel the vehicle 
safely into the work zone, emulating a gradual intrusion crash. A minimum stopping distance of 
1000 ft allowed the vehicle to safely slow after the maneuver was complete. The width of the lane 
for travel should be at a minimum 12 ft. 

 

Figure 38. Diagram. Settings of Testing Scenario 2. 

 

Figure 39. Photo and graph. Visualization of Scenario 2’s LiDAR outputs. 
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Testing Scenario 3: Detection of Work Zone Workers 
In this scenario, the testing team used LiDARs to collect simulated workers’ activities by having 
personnel walk around in the work zone area (Figure 40). 

 

Figure 40. Photo and graph. Visualization of Scenario 3’s LiDAR outputs. 

Real Work Zone Data Collection 
The research team continued to collect data from a real work zone environment. Researchers 
worked closely with the Texas DOT (TxDOT) Dallas District to identify work zone sites 
appropriate for the purpose of this project. Two sites were located on US-380, as shown in Figure 
41. US-380 is a major highway located in the areas of Denton and Collin counties in Texas. It 
serves as a critical transportation route, connecting various cities and communities within the 
region. The highway plays a pivotal role in facilitating transportation and supporting economic 
activities in the region. With its proximity to populated areas and diverse traffic conditions, US-
380 offers a suitable environment for conducting research, testing, and implementing innovative 
technologies and safety measures aimed at enhancing the efficiency and safety of the roadway 
system. 

These sites represented typical cross-sections of the highway and work zone elements, including 
traffic lanes, shoulders, median, signage, and temporary barriers (Figure 42). The posted speed 
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limit at the sites (50 mph5) was recorded to establish a baseline for system performance. LiDAR 
technology was utilized as the primary sensor system, generating detailed 3D point clouds to detect 
and track vehicles and potential intrusions within the work zone. The collected data will contribute 
to refining intrusion detection algorithms and enhancing work zone safety measures on US-380 
(note that this may not be within the scope of this project).  

 

Figure 41. Satellite image. The identified TxDOT work zone sites. 

 
5 Due to safety concerns, the speed limit on US-380 at the locations designated for data collection, where a 
construction widening project is currently in progress, is being decreased to 50 mph. 
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Figure 42. Photo. Site photo of the identified work zone sites on US-380. 

 

Figure 43. Photo. The LiDAR setup in the work zone. 
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