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F O R E W O R D 

This act is one of five acts which constitute the uniform vehicle 
code as revised and recommended for State enactment as the founda
tion for uniform traffic regulation 

The uniform vehicle code was originally prepaied in 1925-26 
by the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety in coop
eration with the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws I t was reviewed and revised by the National Confer
ence on Street and Highway Safety in 1930 and again this year 
In each case the revisions were based upon thorough study by a rep-
lesentative committee, extending ovei a period of months, of the 
provisions of the various acts in the light of experience and changed 
conditions 

The changes in substance in the present code fiom the 1930 draft 
are few The speed restrictions have been rewritten to make them 
simpler and more easily understood The lighting provisions for 
motor vehicles have been revised in recognition of recent mechanical 
developments Changes have been made in the sections dealing with 
sizes and weights of motor vehicles There has been incorporated 
provision for periodic inspection of motoi vehicles 

The first two acts of the 1930 draft, covering respectively vehicle 
registration and certificate of title, have been consolidated and am
plified to provide for a highway patrol and new administrative fea
tures Two new acts have been added, dealing respectively with civil 
liability and safety responsibility Former acts I I I and I V , cover
ing respectively drivers' licenses and regulation of traffic on high
ways, have been renumbered acts I I and V In all of the acts long 
sections have been broken up into shorter sections for claiity 

The National Conference on Stieet and Highway Safety, as here
tofore, recommends two other sets of standards to supplement the 
uniform vehicle code—a model municipal tiaffic ordinance for mu
nicipalities and a Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices—the 
latter now covering conditions both in luial areas and in cities 

The importance of uniform legislative standards in reducing acci
dents and facilitating the movement of traffic cannot be overesti
mated, and the adoption of these standaids by all States and munici
palities is earnestly recommended 

D A N I E L C R O P E E , 
Secretary of Commerce, Chairman, 

National Conference on Street and Highway Safety 
W A S H I N G T O N , D C , July SI, 193b 

NOTE —The following associations have cooperated with the Department of Commerce 
in conducting the Conference: Bureau of Public Roads, D S Department of Agriculture; 
American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators; American Automobile Associa
tion ; American Mutual Alliance; American Railway Asosciation; American Transit 
Association ; Chamber of Commerce of the United States; National Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce; National Bureau of Casualty and Surety Underwriters; and National 
Safety Council The Automobile Club of Southern California has made substantial 
contributions to the staff work of the uniform vehicle code and model municipal traffic 
ordinance 
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A C T V — U N I F O R M A C T R E G U L A T I N G T R A F F I C 
ON H I G H W A Y S 

T I T L E OF A C T 

A n act regulating traffic on highways and defining certain crimes 
in the use and operation of vehicles, providing for traffic signs and 
signals and defining the power of local authorities to enact or enforce 
ordinances, rules, or regulations in regard to matters embraced with
in the provisions of this act and to provide for the enforcement 
of this act and the disposition of fines and forfeitures collected 
hereunder and to make uniform the law relating to the subject 
matter of this act 

Be it enacted * * * 

A R T I C L E I 

W O R D S A N D P H R A S E S D E F I N E D 

S E C 1 Definition of words and phrases—The following words 
and phrases when used in this act shall, for the purpose of this act, 
have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this article 

S U B D I V I S I O N I . — V E H I C L E S A N D E Q U I P M E N T D E F I N E D 

S E C 2 (a) Vehicle—Every device in, upon, or by which any 
person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a high
way, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively 
upon stationary rails or tracks 

(b) Motor vehicle—Every vehicle which is self-propelled and 
every vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from 
overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails 

(o) Motorcycle—Every motor vehicle having a saddle for the 
use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three 
wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a tractor. 

(d) Authorized emergency vehicle—Vehicles of the fire depart
ment (Fire Patrol), police vehicles, and such ambulances and 
emergency vehicles of municipal departments or public service cor
porations as are designated or authorized by the (commissioner) or 
the (chief of police of an incorporated city) 

(e) School bus—Every motor vehicle owned by a public or gov
ernmental agency and operated for the transportation of children 
to or from school or privately owned and operated for compensa
tion for the transportation of children to or from school 

S E C 3 (a) Truck tractor —Every motor vehicle designed and used 
primarily for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to 
carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load 
so drawn 

84456—34^—2 1 



2 UNIFORM VEHICLE CODE 

(5) Farm tractor.—Every motor vehicle designed and used pri
marily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, 
and other implements of husbandry. 

(c) Road tractor.—Every motor vehicle designed and used for 
drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load 
thereon either independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle 
or load so drawn. 

S E C . 4. (a) Trailer.—Every vehicle without motive power designed 
for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor 
vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon 
the towing vehicle. 

(6) Semitrailer.—Every vehicle without motive power designed 
for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor 
vehicle and so constructed that some part of its weight and that 
of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle. 

S E C . 5, (a) Pneumatic tire.—Every tire in which compressed air 
is designed to support the load. 

(b) Solid tire.—Every tire of rubber or other resilient material 
which does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the 
load. 

(c) Metal tire.—Every tire the surface of which in contact with 
the highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard nonresilient 
material. 

S E C . 6. (a) Railroad.—A carrier of persons or property upon 
cars, other than street cars, operated upon stationary rails. 

(b) Railroad train.—A steam engine, electric or other motor, with 
or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except street 
cars. 

(c) Street car.—A car other than a railroad train for transporting 
persons or property and operated upon rails principally within a 
municipality. 

S E C . 7. (a) Explosives.—Any chemical compound or mechanical 
mixture that is commonly used or intended for the purpose of pro
ducing an explosion and which contains any oxidizing and combus-
tive units or other ingredients in such proportions, quantities, or 
packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by per
cussion, or by detonator of. any part of the compound or mixture 
may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the 
resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructible 
effects on contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb. 

(b) Flammable liquid.—Any liquid which has a flash point of 
•70° F., or less, as determined by a tabliabue or equivalent closed cup 
test device. 

SUBDIVISION I I . — G O V E R N M E N T A L AG E N C I E S , PERSONS, O W N E R S , E T C . T 

D E F I N E D 

S E C . 8. (a) Commissioner.—The commissioner of motor vehicles 
of this State. 

(b) Department.—The department of motor vehicles of this State 
acting directly or through its duly authorized officers and agents. 

S E C . 9. (a) Person.—Every natural person, firm, copartnership? 
association, or corporation. 

(&) Pedestrian.—Any person afoot. 



A C T V , R E G U L A T I N G T R A F F I C O N H I G H W A Y S 3 

1 T h e above definition renders the teims "street" or " highway" synonymous and 
interchangeable 

, (c) Driver—Eveiy person -who drives or is in actual physical 
control of a vehicle 

(d) Owner — A person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or in 
the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional 
sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance 
of the conditions stated in the agreement and with an immediate 
right of possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in 
the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then such 
conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner 
for the purpose of this act 

S E C 10 Police officer —Every officer authorized to direct or regu
late traffic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations. 

S E C 11 Local authorities—Every county, municipal, and other 
local board or body having authority to adopt local police regula
tions under the constitution and laws of this State 

SUBDIVISION I I I — H I G H W A Y S , RESTRICTED D ISTRICTS, ZONES, E T C , 
D E F I N E D 

S E C 12 (a) Street or highway —The entire width between prop
erty lines of every way or, place of whatever nature when any part 
thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for 
purposes of vehicular traffic 1 

(b) Private road or driveway—Every way or place in private 
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner t and those 
having express or implied permission from the owner out not by 
other persons 

(c) Roadway—That portion of a highway improved, designed, or 
ordinarily used for vehicular travel 

(d) Sidewalk.—That portion of a street between the curb lines, 
or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent pioperty lines 
intended for the use of pedestrians 

(e) Laned highway — A highway the roadway of which is divided 
into three or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic 

(/) Through highway •—Every highway or portion thereof at the 
entrances to which vehicular traffic from intersecting highways is 
required by law to stop before entering or crossing the same and 
when stop signs are erected as provided in this act 

S E C 13 Intersection—The aiea embraced within the prolongation 
or connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral 
boundaiy lines of the roadways of two highways which join one 
another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area within 
which vehicles traveling upon different highways joining at any 
other angle may come in conflict 

S E C 14 Crosswalk — (a) That portion of a roadway ordinarily 
included within the prolongation or connection of the lateral lines of 
sidewalks at intersections 

(b) Any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian 
ci ossing by lines or other markings on the surface 

S E C 15 Safety zone —The area or space officially set apart within 
a roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected 
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or is so marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible 
at all times while set apart as a safety zone 

S E C 16 (a) Business district—The territory contiguous to and 
including a highway when 50 percent or more of the frontage theieon 
for a distance of 300 feet or more is occupied by buildings in use 
for business 

(b) Residence district—The territory contiguous to and including 
1 a highway not comprising a business district when the pioperty on 
such highway foi a distance of 300 feet or more is in the main im
proved with residences or residences and buildings in use for 
business 

S E C 17 (a) Official traffic control devices—All signs, signals, 
markings, and devices not inconsistent with this act placed or erected 
by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the 
purpose of regulating, warning, or guiding traffic 

(b) Official traffic control signal—Any device, whether manually, 
electrically or mechanically operated, by which traffic is alternately 
directed to stop and to proceed 

(c) Railroad sign or signal—Any sign, signal, or device erected 
by authoiity of a public body or official oi by a railroad and intended 
to give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach of 
a railroad train 

S E C 18 Traffic-—Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, 
street cars, and other conveyances either singly or together while 
using any highway for puiposes of travel 

S E O 1 9 Bight-of-way —The privilege of the immediate use of the 
highway , 

A R T I C L E I I 

O B E D I E N C E TO A N D E F F E C T OF T R A F F I C L A W S 

S E C 2 0 Provisions of act refer to vehicles upon the highways— 
exceptions—The provisions of this act relating to the operation of 
vehicles refer exclusively to the operation of vehicles upon highways 
except: 

1 Where a different place is specifically referred to in a given 
section 

2 The provisions of articles I V and V shall apply upon highways 
and elsewhere throughout the State 

S E O 2 1 Required obedience to traffic laws—It is unlawful and, 
unless otherwise declared in this title with respect to particular 
offenses, it is a misdemeanor for any peison to do any act forbidden 
or fail to perform any act required in this act 

S E C 2 2 Obedience to police officers —No person shall willfully fail 
or refuse to comply with any lawful order or direction of any police 
officer invested by law with authority to direct, control, or regulate 
traffic 1 

S E C 23 Public officers and employees to obey act—exceptions.— 
(a) The provisions of this act applicable to the drivers of vehicles 
upon the highways shall apply to the drivers of all vehicles owned 
or operated by the United States, this State or any county, city, 
town, district, or any other political subdivision of the State, subject 
to such specific exceptions as are set forth in this act with reference 
to authorized emergency vehicles 
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(h) The driver of any authorized emergency vehicle when re
sponding to an emergency call upon approaching a red or stop sig
nal or any stop sign shall slow down as necessary for safety but 
may proceed cautiously past such red or stop sign or signal A t 
other times drivers of authorized emergency vehicles shall stop in 
obedience to a stop sign or signal 

(c) No driver of any authorized emergency vehicle shall assume 
any special privilege under this act except when such vehicle is 
operated in response to an emeigency call or in the immediate pur
suit of an actual or suspected violator of the law 

(d) The provisions of this act shall not apply to persons, teams, 
motor vehicles and other equipment while actually engaged in work 
upon the surface of a highway but shall apply to such persons and 
vehicles when traveling to or from such work SEC 24 Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles or animals or driving animal-drawn vehicles —Every person riding a bicycle or1 

an animal or driving any animal drawing a vehicle upon a roadway 
shall be subject to the piovisions of this act applicable to the driver 
of a vehicle, except those provisions of this act which by their nature 
can have no application 

S E C . 25 Provisions of act uniform throughout State—The pro
visions of this act shall be applicable and uniform throughout this 
State and in all political subdivisions and municipalities therein and 
no local authority shall enact or enforce any rule oi -regulation in 
conflict with the provisions of this act unless expressly authorized 
herein Local authorities may, however, adopt additional traffic 
regulations which are not in conflict with the provisions of this act. 

S E C 26 Powers of local authorities—(a) The provisions of this 
act shall not be deemed to prevent local authorities with respect to 
streets and highways undei their jurisdiction and within the reason
able exercise of the police power from— 

1 Regulating the standing or paiking of vehicles; 
2 Regulating traffic by means of police officers or traffic control 

signals; 
3 Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the 

highways; 
4 Designating particular highways as one way highways and 

requiring that all vehicles thereon be moved in one specific direction; 
5 Regulating the speed of vehicles in public parks; 
6 Designating any highway as a through highway and requiring 

that all vehicles stop before entering or crossing the same or desig
nating any intersection as a stop intersection and requiring all 
vehicles to stop at one or more entrances to such intersections; 

7 Restricting the use of highways as authorized in article X V I 
of this act 

(5) No ordinance or regulation enacted under subdivisions (4 ) , 
( 5 ) , (6 ) , or (7) .of this section shall be effective until signs giving 
notice of such local traffic regulations are posted upon or at the 
entrances to the highway or part thereof affected as may be most 
appropriate SEC 21 This act not to interfere with rights of owners of real ' property with reference thereto —Nothing in this act shall be con
strued to prevent the owner of real property used by the public for 
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purposes of vehicular tiavel by permission of the owner and not as 
matter of i ight from prohibiting such use, or from requiring other or 
different or additional conditions than those specified in this act, or 
otherwise regulating such use as may seem best to such owner 

A R T I C L E I I I 

TR A F F I C S I G N S , S I G N A L S , A N D M A R K I N G S 

S E C 28 State highway commission to adopt sign manual — (The 
State highway commission) shall adopt a manual and specifica
tions for a uniform system of traffic-control devices consistent with 
the provisions of this act foi use upon highways within this State 
Such uniform system shall correlate with and so far as possible con-
foim to the system then current as approved by the American Asso
ciation of State highway officials 

S E C 29 (State highway commission) to sign all State (and county) 
highways—(a) (The State highway commission) shall place and 
maintain such traffic-control devices, conforming to its manual and 
specifications, upon all State (and county) highways as it shall deem 
necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this act or to 
regulate, warn, oi guide traffic 

(b) No local authority shall place or maintain any traffic-control 
device upon any highway under the jurisdiction of (the State high
way commission) except by the latter's permission 

S E C 30 Local traffic-control devices—(a) Local authorities in 
their respective jurisdictions shall place and maintain such traffic-
control devices upon highways under their jurisdiction as they may 
deem necessary to indicate and to carry out the provisions of this act 
oi local traffic ordinances or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic A l l 
such traffic-control devices hereafter erected shall conform to the State 
manual and specifications2 

(b) Optional: Local authorities in exercising those functions re-
feired to in the preceding paragraph shall be subject to the direction 
and control of (the State highway commission) 3 

S E C 31 Obedience to official traffic-control devices—No driver 
of a vehicle or motorman of a street car shall disobey the instruc
tions of any official traffic-control device placed in accordance with 
the provisions of this act, unless at the time otherwise directed by 
a police officer 

S E C 3'2 Traffic-control signal legend—Whenever traffic is con
trolled by traffic-control signals exhibiting the words " Go ", " Cau
tion ", or " Stop " or exhibiting different colored lights successively 
one at a time the following colors only shall be used and said teims 
and lights shall indicate as follows: 

2 SEC 3 0 Sub fa) leaves to local authority complete -jurisdiction to deteimine the 
number and location o f all such traffic-control devices upon highways under their 
jurisdiction requiring only that all such devices shall conform to the State manual 
and specifications 

3 Optional Sub (6 ) if adopted would vest in the (State highway commiss ion) authority 
to direct and control where and what number of traffic-control devices might be erected by 
local authorities. This may be objectionable to some local authorities although it is 
recognized that in certain instances local authorities having a free hand in this matter 
have erected such numbers of regulatory signs and signals as to unduly delay traffic and 
invite disobedience by the motoring public 
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(a) Green alone or " Go " 
1 Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight thi ough 

or turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either such 
turn. But vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to other 
vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection at the 
time such signal is exhibited 

2 Pedestrians facing the signal may proceed across the roadway 
within any marked or unmarked crosswalk 

(&) Yellow alone or " Caution " when shown following the green 
oi " Go " signal 

1 Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering the 
nearest crosswalk at the intei section, but if such stop cannot be made 
in safety a vehicle may be driven cautiously through the intersection 

2 Pedestrians facing such signal are thereby advised that there 
is insufficient time to cross the roadway, and any pedestrian then 
starting to cross shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles. 

(c) Red alone or " Stop " 
1 Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering 

the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at such othei point as 
may be indicated by a clearly visible line and shall remain standing 
until green or " Go " is shown alone 

2 No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadway unless 
he can do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular 
tiaffic 

(d) Red with green arrow 
1 Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously enter the 

intei section only to make the movement indicated by such arrow 
but shall not interfere with other traffic or endanger pedestrians 
lawfully within a crosswalk 

2 No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadway unless 
he can do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular 
traffic 

(e) The motorman of any street car shall obey the above signals 
as applicable to vehicles 4 

S E C 3 3 Flashing signals.—Whenever flashing red or yellow sig
nals are used they shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as 
follows: 

1 Flashing red (stop signal) When a red lens is illuminated 
by rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before 
entering the nearest crosswalk at an intersection or at a limit line 
when marked and the right to proceed shall be subject to the rules 
applicable after making a stop at a stop sign 

2 Flashing yellow (caution signal) When a yellow lens is il
luminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may 
proceed through the intersection or past such signal only with 
caution 

S E C 3 4 Display of unauthorised signs, signals, or markings — 
(a) No person shall place, maintain, or display upon or in view of 
any highway any unauthorized sign, signal, marking, or device 

4 It is recommended that the color yellow be used only before red If yellow is used 
following the red, traffic facing a signal has a tendency to start before the green signal 
appears, causing interference with cross traffic clearing the intersection 
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which purports to be or is an imitation of or resembles an official 
traffic-control device or raihoad sign or signal, or which attempts 
to direct the movement of traffic, or which hides from view or in
terferes with the effectiveness of any official traffic contiol device 
or any railroad sign or signal, and no person shall place or maintain 
nor shall any public authority permit upon any highway any traffic 
sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial advertising This 
shall not be deemed to prohibit the erection upon private property 
adjacent to highways of signs giving useful directional information 
and of a type that cannot be mistaken for official signs 

(b) Every such prohibited sign, signal, or marking is hereby 
declared to be a public nuisance and the authority having jurisdic
tion over the highway is hereby empowered to remove the same or 
cause it to be removed without notice 

S E C 35 Interference with official traffic-control devices or rail
road signs or signals—No person shall without lawful authority 
attempt to or in fact alter? deface, injure, knock down, or remove any 
official traffic-contiol device or any railroad sign or signal or any 
inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or any other part thereof 

A R T I C L E I V 

AC C I D E N T S 

S E C 36 Accidents involving death or personal injuries—(a) The 
driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury to 
or death of any person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the 
scene of such accident or as close thereto as possible but shall then 
forthwith leturn to and in every event shall remain at the scene of 
the accident until he has fulfilled the requiiements of section 38 
Every such stop shall be made without obstructing traffic more than 
is necessary 

(b) Any person failing to stop or to comply with said require
ments under such circumstances shall upon conviction be punished 
by imprisonment for not less than 30 days nor more than 1 year or 
by fine of not less than $100 nor more than $5,000, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

(c) The commissioner shall revoke the operator's or chauffeur's 
license of the person so convicted 

S E C 37 Accident involving damage to vehicle —The driver of 
any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to a 
vehicle which is driven or attended by any person shall immediately 
stop such vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close thereto 
as possible but shall forthwith return to and in every event shall 
remain at the scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the re
quirements of section 38 Every such stop shall be made without 
obstructing traffic more than is necessary Any person failing to 
stop or comply with said requiiements under such circumstances 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 

S E C 38 Duty to give information and render aid—The driver 
of any vehicle involved in. an accident lesulting in injury to or death 
of any person or damage to any vehicle which is driven or attended 
by any person shall give his name, address, and the registration 
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numbei of the vehicle he is driving and shall upon request and if 
available exhibit his operator's or chaufTem's license to the person 
stiuck oi the driver or occupant of or person attending any vehicle 
collided with and shall lender to any peison injured in such accident 
leasonable assistance, including the carrying, or the making of ar
rangements for the carrying, of such person to a physician, surgeon, 
or hospital for medical or smgical tieatment if it is appaient that 
such treatment is necessaiy or if such cairying is requested by the 
injured person 

S E C 39 Duty upon striking unattended vehicle—The drivei of 
any vehicle which collides with any vehicle which is unattended 
shall immediately stop and shall then and there either locate and 
notify the opeiatoi or owner of such vehicle of the name and addiess 
of the diiver and owner of the vehicle striking the unattended 
vehicle oi shall leave in a conspicuous place in the vehicle struck a 
written notice giving the name and address of the diiver and of the 
owner of the vehicle doing the striking and a statement of the 
circumstances theieof 

S E C 40 Duty upon striking -fixtures upon a highway —The driver 
of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only in damage to 
fixtures legally upon oi adjacent to a highway shall take reasonable 
steps to locate and notify the ownei or peison in charge of such 
pioperty of such fact and of his name and address and of the 
registration number of the vehicle he is driving and shall upon le-
quest and if available exhibit his operator's or chauffeur's license 
and shall make report of such accident when and as zequiied in 
section 41 hereof 

S E C 41 Duty to report accidents—(a) The driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person 
or total property damage to an apparent extent of $50 or more shall, 
within 24 hours after such accident, foiwaid a written xepoit of such 
accident to the department 

(b) The department may lequiie any drivei of a vehicle involved 
in an accident of which repoit must be made as provided in this 
section to file supplemental reports whenevei the original report is 
insufficient in the opinion of the department and may requiie wit
nesses of accidents to render reports to the department 

S E C 42 When driver unable to report—Whenever the driver of 
a vehicle is physically incapable of making a required accident report 
and there was another occupant in the vehicle at the time of the 
accident capable of making a repoit, such occupant shall make oi 
cause to be made said report 

S E C 43 Accident report forms — (a) The department shall pre
pare and upon request supply to police departments, coioners, sheiiffs, 
and other suitable agencies oi individuals, foims for accident reports 
lequiied heieunder, which reports shall call for sufficiently detailed 
information to disclose with reference to a traffic accident the cause, 
conditions then existing, and the persons and vehicles involved 

(6) Every required accident report shall be made on a form 
approved by the department 

S E C 44 Coroners to report—Every coioner or other official per
forming like functions shall on or before the 10th day of each month 
repoit in writing to the department the death of any peison within 
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his jurisdiction during the preceding calendar month as the result 
of an accident involving a motor vehicle and the circumstances of 
such accident 

S E C 45 Accident reports confidential—All required accident re
ports and supplemental reports shall be without prejudice to the 
individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use of the 
department except that the department may disclose the identity of 
a person involved in an accident when such identity is not otherwise 
known or when such person denies his presence at such accident No 
such report shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, 
arising out of an accident, except that the department shall furnish 
upon demand of any person who has, oi claims to have, made such a 
report or, upon demand of any court, a certificate showing that a 
specified accident repoit has or has not been made to the department 
solely to prove a compliance or a failure to comply with the require
ment that such a report be made to the department 

S E C 46 Department to tabulate and analyze accident reports — 
The department shall tabulate and may analyze all accident reports 
and shall publish annually or at more frequent intervals statistical 
information based thereon as to the number and circumstances of 
li affic accidents 

S E C 47 Any incorporated city may require accident reports — 
Any incorporated city, town, village, or other municipality may by 
ordinance require that the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 
shall also file with a designated city_ department a leport of such 
accident or a copy of any report herein required to be filed with the 
department A l l such reports shall be for the confidential use of the 
city department and subject to the provisions of section 45 of this 
act 

A R T I C L E V 

NEGLIGENT H O M I C I D E , D R I V I N G W H I L E INTOXICATED, AND R E C K L E S S 
D R I V I N G 

S E C . 48 Negligent homicide—(a) When the death of any person 
ensues within 1 year as a proximate result of injury received by the 
driving of any vehicle in reckless disregard of the safety of others, 
the person so opeiating such vehicle shall be guilty of negligent 
homicide 

(b) Any person convicted of negligent homicide shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not more than 1 year or by fine of not less than 
$100 nor more than $1,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment 

(c) The commissioner shall revoke the operator's or chauffeur's 
license of any person convicted of negligent homicide 

S E C 49 Persons under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
narcotic drugs-—(a) I t is unlawful and punishable as provided in 
subdivision (b) of this section for any person who is an habitual 
user of narcotic drugs or any person who is under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs to drive any vehicle within this 
State 

(b) Every person who is convicted of a violation of this section 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 10 days nor more 
than 1 year, or by fine of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000, 
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or by both such fine and imprisonment. On a second or subsequent 
conviction he shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
90 days nor more than 1 year, and, in the discretion of the court, a 
fine of not more than $1,000 

The commissioner shall revoke the operator's or chauffeur's license 
of any person convicted under this section 5 

S E C 50 Reckless driving—(a) Any person who drives any vehicle 
in such a manner as to indicate either a willful or a wanton dis
regard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless 
driving 

(5) Every person convicted of reckless driving shall be punished 
upon a first conviction by imprisonment for a period of not less than 
5 days nor more than 90 days, or by fine of not less than $25 
nor more than ($500), or by both such fine and imprisonment, and 
on a second or subsequent conviction shall be punished by impris
onment for not less than 10 days nor more than 6 months, or by a 
fine of not less than $50 nor more than ($1,000), or by both such 
fine and imprisonment 

A R T I C L E V I 

S P E E D RESTRICTIONS 

S E C 51 Speed restrictions—(a) No person shall drive a vehicle 
on a highway at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent 
under the conditions then existing 

(b) Where no special hazard exists the following speeds shall be 
lawful but any speed in excess of said limits shall be prima facie 
evidence that the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is 
unlawful: 

1 Twenty miles per hour in any business district; 
2. Twenty-five miles per hour in any residence district; 
3 Forty-five miles per hour under other conditions 
(c) The fact that the speed of a vehicle is lower than the fore

going prima facie limits shall not relieve the driver from the duty 
to decrease speed when approaching and crossing an intersection, 
when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching a 
hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, or 
when special hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic 
or by reason of weather or highway conditions, and speed shall be 
decreased as may be necessary to avoid colliding with any person, 
vehicle, or other conveyance on or entering the highway in com
pliance with legal requirements and the duty of all persons to use due 
care 

(d) Whenever the (State highway commission) shall determine 
upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that any 
prima facie speed hereinbefore set forth is greater than is reasonable 
or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or 
other place or upon any part of a highway, said (commission) shall 
determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima facie speed limit 
thereat -which shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice 

5 Sees 48, 49, and 50 apply whether any such offense is committed upon a public high
way or elsewhere within the State 
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thereof are erected at such intersection or other place or part of the 
highway. 

(e) In every charge of violation of this section the complaint, 
also the summons or notice to appear, shall specify the speed at which 
the defendant is alleged to have driven, also the prima facie speed 
applicable within the district or at the location 

(/) The foregoing provisions of this section shall not be construed 
to relieve the plaintiff in any civil action from the burden of proving 
negligence upon the part of the defendant as the proximate cause 
of an accident 

S E C 52 When local authorities may alter prima facie limits — 
(a) Whenever local authorities within their respective jurisdictions 
determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation 
that the prima facie speed permitted under this act at any intersection 
is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to 
exist at such intersection, such local authority shall determine and 
declare a reasonable and safe prima facie speed limit thereat, which 
shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are 
elected at such intersection or upon the approaches thereto 

(b) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may in their 
discretion authorize by ordinance higher prima facie speeds than those 
stated in section 51 upon through highways or upon highways or 
portions thereof where there are no intersections or between widely 
spaced intersections provided signs are erected giving notice of the 
authorized speed, but local authorities shall not have authority to 
modify or alter the basic rule set forth in subdivision (a) of section 
51 or in any event to authorize by ordinance a speed in excess of 
45 miles per hour 

S E C 53 Minimum speed regulation—No person shall drive a 
motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal 
and reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced speed is 
necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law 

Police officers are hereby authorized to enforce this provision by 
directions to drivers, and in the event of apparent willful disobedi
ence to this provision and refusal to comply with direction of an 
officer in accordance herewith the continued slow operation by a 
driver shall be a misdemeanor 

S E C 54 Special speed limitation on elevated structures—(a) No 
person shall drive a vehicle over any bridge or other elevated struc
ture constituting a part of a highway at a speed which is greater 
than the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to 
such bridge or structure, when such structure is sign posted as 
provided in this section 

(b) The (State highway commission) upon request from any 
local authority shall, or upon its own initiative may, conduct an 
investigation of any bridge or other elevated structure constituting a 
part of a highway, and if it shall thereupon find that such structure 
cannot with safety to itself withstand vehicles traveling at the speed 
otherwise permissible under this act, the (commission) shall deter
mine and declare the maximum speed of vehicles which such struc
ture can withstand, and shall cause or permit suitable signs stat
ing such maximum speed to be erected and maintained at a distance 
of 100 feet before each end of such structure 
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(c) Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of 
this section, proof of said determination of the maximum speed by 
said (commission) and the existence of said signs shall constitute 
conclusive evidence of the maximum speed which can be maintained 
with safety to such bridge or structure 

S E C 55 When speed restrictions not applicable —The prima facie 
speed limitations set forth in this article shall not apply to author
ized emergency vehicles when responding to emergency calls and the 
drivers thereof sound audible signal by bell, siren, or exhaust whistle 
This provision shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emer
gency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety 
of all persons using the street, nor shall it protect the driver of any 
such vehicle from the consequence of a reckless disregard of the 
safety of others 

A R T I C L E V I I 

D R I V I N G ON R I G H T S I D E OF R O A D W A Y — O V E R T A K I N G A N D PA S S I N G , E T C 

S E C 56. Drive on right side of roadway—exceptions—Upon all 
roadways of sufficient width a vehicle shall be driven upon the right 
half of the roadway, except as follows: 

1 When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in 
the same direction under the rules governing such movement; 

2 When the right half of a roadway is closed, to traffic while 
under construction or repair; 

3 Upon a loadway divided into three marked lanes for traffic 
under the rules applicable thereon; or 

4 Upon a roadway designated and sign posted for one way traffic. 
S E C 57 Passing vehicles proceeding in opposite directions — 

Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each 
other to the right and upon roadways having width for not more 
than one line of traffic in each direction each driver shall give to the 
other at least one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway 
as nearly as possible. 

S E C 58 Overtaking a vehicle on the left—The following rules 
shall govern the overtaking antl passing of vehicles proceeding in 
the same direction, subject to those limitations, exceptions, and 
special rules hereinafter stated: 

(a) The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle proceed
ing in the same direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe dis
tance and shall not again drive to the right side of the roadway until 
safely clear of the overtaken vehicle 

(b) Except when overtaking and passing on the right is per
mitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall give way to the 
right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and shall 
not increase the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the 
overtaking vehicle 

S E C 59 When overtaking on the right is permitted—(a) The 
driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon the right of another 
vehicle which is making or about to make a left turn 

(b) The driver of a vehicle may overtake and, allowing sufficient 
clearance, pass another vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
either upon the left or upon the right on a roadway with unob-
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ructed pavement of sufficient width for four or more lines of mov-
g traffic when such movement can be made in safety No person 
all drive off the pavement or upon the shoulder of the roadway in 
ertaking or passing on the right 
S E C 60 Limitations on overtaking on the left—(a) No vehicle 
all be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in over-
king and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
dess such left side is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic 
r a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing 

be completely made without interfering with the safe operation 
any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction or any vehi-

3 overtaken In every event the overtaking vehicle must return 
the right-hand side of the roadway before coming within 100 feet 
any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction 
(&) No vehicle shall, in overtaking and passing another vehicle 
at any other time, be driven to the left side of the roadway undei 

e following conditions: 
1 When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the 
ghway where the driver's view along the highway is obstructed; 
2 When approaching within 100 feet of any bridge, viaduct, or 
nnel or when approaching within 100 feet of or traversing any 
tersection or railroad grade crossing; 
3 Where official signs are in place directing that traffic keep to 
e right, or a distinctive center line is marked, which distinctive 
le also so directs traffic as declared in the sign manual adopted by 
he State highway commission) 
S E C 61 One-way roadways and rotary traffic islands—(a) Upon 
roadway designated and sign-posted for one-way traffic a vehicle 
all be driven only in the direction designated 
( » ) A vehicle passing around a rotary traffic island shall be driven 

.ly to the right of such island 
S E C 62 Driving on roadways lamed for traffic—Whenever any 
adway has been divided into three or more clearly marked lanes 
r traffic the following rules in addition to all others consistent 
rewith shall apply: 
(a) A vehicle shall be diiven as neaily as piactical entirely within 
single lane and shall not be moved from such lane until the driver 
,s first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety 
(b) Upon a roadway which is divided into 3 lanes a vehicle shall 

it be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing 
L O t h e r vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center 
tie is clear of traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a, 
ft turn or where such center lane is at the time allocated exclu-
rely to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding 
Ld is sign-posted to give notice of such allocation 
(c) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to 
e a designated lane or allocating specified lanes to traffic moving 
the same direction and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions 
every such sign 

S E C 63 Following too closely—(a) The drivei of a motor vehicle 
all not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable 
id prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and 
e traffic upon and the condition of the highway. 
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( 5 ) The driver of any motor truck or motor truck drawing an
other vehicle when ti aveling upon a roadway outside of a business or 
residence district shall not follow within 150 feet of another motor 
truck or motor truck drawing another vehicle The provisions of _ 
this subdivision shall not be construed to prevent overtaking and' 
passing nor shall the same apply upon any lane specially designated 
for use by motor trucks 

A R T I C L E V I I I 

^ T U R N I N G A N D S T A R T I N G A N D S I G N A L S O N STOPPING A N D T U R N I N G 

S E C 64 Turning at intersections—The diiver of a vehicle intend
ing to turn at an intersection shall do so as follows: 

(a) Both the appioach for a light turn and a right turn shall be 
made as close as practical to the right-hand curb or edge of the 
roadway 

(b) Appioach for a left turn shall be made in that poition of the 
right half of the roadway nearest the centei line thereof and aftei 
entering the intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave 
the intersection to the right of the center line of the roadway being 
entered 

(o) Approach foi a left turn from a 2-way street into a 1-
way stieet shall be made in that portion of the right half of the 
roadway nearest the center line thereof and by passing to the light 
of such center line where it enters the intersection A left turn from 
a 1-way street into a 2-way street shall be made by passing to the 
right of the center line of the street being entered upon leaving the 
intersection 

(d) Local authorities in theii respective jurisdictions may cause 
markeis, buttons, or signs to be placed within or adjacent to inter
sections and thereby require and direct that a different course from 
that specified in this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an 
intersection, and when markers, buttons, or signs are so placed no 
driver of a vehicle shall turn a vehicle at an intersection other than 
as directed and required by such markers, buttons, or signs 

S E C 65 Turning on curve or crest of grade prohibited —No vehi
cle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite direction upon any 
curve, or upon the approach to, or near the crest of a grade, where 
such vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other vehicle 
approaching from either direction within 500 feet 

S E C 66 /Starting parked vehicle —No person shall start a vehicle 
which is stopped, standing, or parked unless and until such move
ment can be made with reasonable safety 

S E C 67 When signal required—(a) No peison shall turn a vehicle 
from a direct course upon a highway unless and until such movement 
can be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving a 
clearly audible signal by sounding the horn if any pedestrian may be 
affected by such movement or after giving an appropriate signal in 
the manner hereinafter provided in the event any other vehicle may 
be affected by such movement 

(b) A signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given con
tinuously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle 
before turning 
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(<?) No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a 
vehicle without first giving an appropriate signal in the manner 
provided herein to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear 
when there is opportunity to give such signal. 

. S E C 6 8 Signals by hand and arm or signal device.—The signals 
herein requii ed shall be given either by means of the hand and arm 
or by a signal lamp or signal device of a type approved by the 
department, but when a vehicle is so constructed or loaded that a 
hand and arm signal would not be visible both to the front and rear 
of such vehicle then said signals must be given by such a lamp orr 
device ^ 

S E C 6 9 Method of giving hand and arm signals —Whenever the 
signal is given by means of the hand and arm the driver shall indi
cate his intention to start, stop, or turn by extending the hand and 
aim horizontally from and beyond the left side of the vehicle 

A L T S E C 6 9 Method of giving hand and arm signals 6 — A l l sig
nals herein required given by hand and arm shall be given from the 
left side of the vehicle in the following mannei and such signals shall 
indicate as follows: 

^ 1 Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally 
2 Eight turn—Hand and arm extended upward or moved with 

s sweeping motion from the rear to the front 
3 Stop or decrease of speed—Hand and arm extended downward. 

1 A R T I C L E I X 

R I G H T - O F - W A Y 

S E C 7 0 Vehicles approaching or entering intersection — (a) The 
driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection shall yield the right-
of-way to a vehicle which has entered the intersection from a different 
highway 

(&) When two vehicles enter an intersection from different high
ways at the same time the driver of the vehicle on the left shall 
yield the right-of-way to the vehicle on the right 

(c) The foregoing rules are modified at through highways and 
otherwise as hereinafter stated in this article 

S E C 7 1 Vehicle turning left at intersection—The driver of a 
vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to the left shall yield 
the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direc
tion which is within the intersection oi so close thereto as to consti
tute an immediate hazard, but said driver, having so yielded and 
having given a signal when and as required by this act, may make 
such left turn and the drivers of all other vehicles approaching the 
intersection from said opposite direction shall yield the right-of-way 
to the vehicle making the left turn 

S E C 7 2 Vehicle entering through highway or stop intersection — 
(a) The driver of a vehicle shall stop as required by this act at the 
entrance to a through highway and shall yield the right of way to 
other vehicles which have entered the intersection from said through 
highway or which are approaching so closely on said through high-

3 When a State desires to require distinctive signals for a left or right turn or a 
stop this method is recommended 
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way as to constitute an immediate hazard, but said driver having so 
yielded may proceed and the drivers o f all other vehicles approaching 
the intersection on said through h ighway shall yield the r ight -of : 

way to the vehicle so proceeding into 01 across the through^ h ighway 
(5) The driver o f a vehicle shall likewise stop in obedience to a 

stop sign as required heiein at an intersection wheie a s top ,s ign is 
erected at one or more entrances thereto al though not a part o f a 
t h iough h ighway and shall proceed cautiously, y ie lding to vehicles 
not so obl iged to stop which are within the intersection or approach
ing so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard, but may then 
proceed 

S E C 73 Vehicle entering highway from private road or drive-
way—The drivei of a vehicle about to enter or cross a h ighway 
f rom a private road or dr iveway shall yield the r ight-of-way to all 
vehicles app ioach ing on said h ighway 

S E C 74 Operation of vehicles and street cars on approach of 
authorized emergency vehicles—(a) U p o n the immediate approach 
o f an authorized emeigency vehicle, when the drivei is g iv ing audi
ble signal by sir en, exhaust whistle, or bell, the diiver o f every other 
vehicle shall y ie ld the r ight-of-way and shall immediately dr ive to 
a posit ion parallel to, and as close as possible to , the i ight -hand 
edge or curb of the h ighway clear o f any intei section and shall stop 
and remain in such posi t ion until the authorized emergency vehicle 
has passed, except when otherwise directed by a pol ice officer 

(b) U p o n the approach o f an authorized emeigency vehicle, as 
above stated, the motorman o f every street car shall immediately 
stop such car cleai o f any intersection and keep i t in such posi t ion 
until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed, except when 
otheiwise directed b y a pol ice officer 

(c) Th i s section shall not operate to relieve the driver o f an 
authorized emergency vehicle f r o m the duty to dr ive wi th clue 
regard foi the safety o f all persons using the h ighway 

A R T I C L E X 

PEDESTRIANS ' R I G H T S A N D D U T I E S 

S E C 75 Pedestrians subject to traffic control signals —Pedestrians 
shall be subject to tiaffic control signals at intersections as hereto
fore declared in this act, but at all other places pedestrians shall 
be accorded the pr ivi leges and shall be subject to the restrictions 
stated in this article 

S E C 76 Pedestrians'1 right-of-way at crosswalks—(a) W h e r e 
traffic con t io l signals are not in place or in ope ia t ion the driver o f 
a vehicle shall y ie ld the r ight -of-way, s lowing down or s topping 
i f need be to so yield, to a pedestrian crossing the i o a d w a y within 
any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an 
intersection, except as otheiwise prov ided in this article 

(b) Whenever any vehicle is s topped at a marked crosswalk or 
at any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permi t a pedestrian 
to cross the i o a d w a y , the dr iver o f any other vehicle app ioach ing 
f rom the rear shall not overtake and pass such s topped vehicle 

S E C 77 Grossing at other than crosswalks—(a) Every pedes
trian crossing a roadway at any poin t other than within a marked 

84456—34 4 
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crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection shall 
yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway 

(b) A n y pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point where a pe
destrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing has been provided 
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway 

(a) Between adjacent intersections at which traffic control signals 
are in operation pedestrians shall not cross at any place except in a 
marked crosswalk 

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section every driver 
of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pe
destrian upon any roadway and shall give warning by sounding the 
horn when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon 
observing any child or any confused or incapacitated person upon a 
roadway 

S E C 78 Pedestrians, to use right half of crosswalks —Pedestrians 
shall move, whenever practicable, upon the right half of crosswalks 

S E C 79 Pedestrians soliciting rides—No person shall stand in a 
roadway for the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any 
private vehicle 

A R T I C L E X I 

STREET C A R S A N D S A F E T Y Z O N E S 

S E C 80 Passing street car on left—(a) The driver of a vehicle 
shall not overtake and pass upon the left nor drive upon the left 
side of any street car proceeding in the same direction, whether 
such street car is actually in motion or temporarily at rest, except: 

1 When so directed by a police officer; 
2 When upon a one-way street; or 
8 When upon a street where the tracks are so located as to 

prevent compliance with this section 
(b) The driver of any vehicle when permitted to overtake and 

pass upon the left of a street car which has stopped for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging any passenger shall reduce speed and 
may proceed only upon exercising due caution for pedestrians and 
shall accord pedestrians the right-of-way when required by other 
sections of this act 

S E C 81 Passing street car on right —The driver of a vehicle over
taking upon the right any street car stopped or about to stop for 
the purpose of receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop 
such vehicle at least five feet to the rear of the nearest running 
board or door of such street car and thereupon remain standing 
until all passengers have boarded such car or upon alighting have 
reached a place of safety, except that where a safety zone has been 
established a vehicle need not be brought to a stop before passing 
any such street car but may proceed past such car at a speed not 
greater than is reasonable and proper and with due caution for 
the safety of pedestrians 

S E C 8 2 Driving on street car tracks—(a) The driver of any 
vehicle proceeding upon any street-car track in front of a street 
car upon a street shall remove such vehicle from the track as soon 
as practical after signal from the operator of said street car 
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(5) When a street car has started to cross an intersection, no 
driver of a vehicle shall drive npon or cross the car tracks within 
the intersection in front of the street car 

(c) The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking and passing a street 
car shall not turn in front of such street car so as to interfere with 
or impede its movement 

S E C 83 Driving through safety zone prohibited —No vehicle shall 
at any time be driven through or within a safety zone 

A R T I C L E X I I 

S P E C I A L ST O P S R E Q U I R E D 

S E C 84 Obedience to signal indicating approach of train—(a) 
Whenever any person driving a vehicle approaches a railroad grade 
crossing and a clearly visible electric oi mechanical signal device 
gives warning of the immediate approach of a train, the driver of 
such vehicle shall stop within fifty feet but not less than ten feet 
from the nearest track of such railroad and shall not proceed until 
he can do so safely 

(b) The driver of a vehicle shall stop and remain standing and 
not traverse such a grade crossing when a crossing gate is lowered 
or when a human flagman gives or continues to give a signal of the 
approach or passage of a train 

S E C 85 All vehicles must stop at certain railroad grade cross
ings—The (State highway commission) is hereby authorized to 
designate particularly dangerous highway grade crossings of rail
roads and to erect stop signs thereat When such stop signs are 
erected the driver of any vehicle shall stop within 50 feet but not 
less than 10 feet from the nearest track of such grade crossing and 
shall proceed only upon exercising due care 

S E C 86 Certain vehicles must stop at all railroad grade cross
ings— (a) The driver of any motor vehicle carrying passengers for 
hiie, or of any school bus carrying any school child, or of any 
vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable liquids as a cargo 
or pait of a cargo, before crossing at giade any track or tracks 
of a railroad, shall stop such vehicle within 50 feet but not less than 
10 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so stopped 
shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any 
approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach of a 
train, except as hereinafter provided, and shall not proceed until 
he can do so safely 

(b) No stop need be made at any such crossing where a police 
officer or a traffic contiol signal directs traffic to proceed 

(c) This section shall not apply at street railway grade crossings 
within a business or residence district 

S E C 87 Moving heavy equipment at railroad grade crossing — 
(a) No person shall operate or move any caterpillar tractor, steam 
shovel, derrick, roller, or any equipment or structure having a normal 
operating speed of 6 or less miles per hour or a vertical body or 
load clearance of less than 9 inches above the level surface of a road
way upon or across any tracks at a railroad grade crossing without 
first complying with this section 
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: (b) Not ice o f any such intended crossing shall be given to a super
intendent o f such railroad and a reasonable time be given to such rail
road to p i ov ide propei protect ion at such crossing 

(c) Before making any such crossing the person opeia t ing or 
m o v i n g any such vehicle or equipment shall first s top the same not 
less than 10 feet nor m o i e than 50 feet f i o m the neaiest la i l o f such 
rai lway and while so s topped shall listen and look in both directions 
along such track for any approaching train and for signals indicat
ing the approach of a t iain, and shall not proceed until the ciossing 
can be made safely 

(d) N o such c ioss ing shall be made when warning is given by 
automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagman oi otherwise of the 
immediate approach o f a railroad train or car 

S E C 88 Vehicles must stop at through highways—(a) T h e (State 
h ighway commiss ion) wi th reference to State (and coun ty) high
ways, and local authoiities with reference to other h ighways under 
their jur isdict ion may designate through highways and eiect s top 
signs at specified entrances theie to oi may designate any intersection 
as a stop intersection and erect like signs at one oi m o i e entrances 
to such intersection 

(&) E v e r y said sign shall bear the w o i d " S top " in letteis not 
less than 6 inches in height which shall be self-illuminated at night 
or , i f not , shall be p rov ided with reflector buttons E v e r y stop sign 
shall be located as near as p i actical at the proper ty line o f the high
way at the entrance to which the stop must be made, or at the nearest 
line o f the crosswalk thereat, o i , i f none, at the nearest line o f the 
roadway 

(c) E v e i y driver o f a vehicle and every motorman of a stieet 
car shall s top at such sign or at a clearly marked stop line before 
entering an intersection except when directed to proceed b y a pol ice 
officer or traffic con t io l signal 

S E C 89 Stop befoie emerging from alley or private driveivay — 
T h e driver o f a vehicle within a business or residence district emerg
ing f rom an alley, dr iveway, or bui ld ing shall stop such vehicle 
immediately pr io i to ch iv ing onto a sidewalk or into the sidewalk 
area extending aci oss any al leyway or private dr iveway 

A R T I C L E X I I I 

STOPPING, S T A N D I N G , A N D P A R K I N G 

S E C 90 Stopping, standing, or parking outside of business or 
residence distncts—(a) U p o n any h ighway outside o f a business 
or lesidence district no person shall s top, park, or leave standing 
any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved o r 
improved or main traveled pa i t o f the h ighway when it is pract ical 
to stop, park, or so leave such vehicle off such part o f said h ighway , 
but in every event a clear and unobst iucted width o f at least 20 feet 
o f such pa i t o f the h ighway opposi te such standing vehicle shall be 
left fo r the free passage o f other vehicles and a cleai v iew o f such 
s topped vehicle be available f r o m a distance o f 200 feet in each 
di iect ion upon such h ighway 
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(b) This section shall not apply to the drivei o f any vehicle which 

is disabled while on the paved or improved or main t iaveled po i t i on 
o f a h ighway in such mannei and to such extent that i t is impossible 
to avoid s topping and tempoi a i i ly leaving such disabled vehicle in 
such posit ion 

S E C 91 Officers authorized to remove illegally stopped vehicles •— 
(a) Whenevei any pol ice officer finds a vehicle standing upon a high
way in violation of any o f the fo i ego ing p iovis ions o f this ai t icle 
such officei is hereby authoiized to m o v e such vehicle, or requiie the 
d i ive i or othei pe ison in charge of the vehicle to move the same, to 
a position on the paved 01 improved 01 main traveled part o f such 
h ighway. 

(b) Wheneve i any pol ice officei finds a vehicle unattended upon 
any bridge or causeway or in any tunnel wheie such vehicle consti
tutes an obst iuct ion to traffic, such officer is hereby authorized to 
provide f o r the l emova l o f such vehicle to the neaiest garage or 
other place o f safety 

S E C 92 Stopping, standing, or parking prohibited in specified 
places—(a) N o peison shall stop, stand, oi p a i k a vehicle, except 
when necessaiy to avoid conflict wi th othei tiaffic or in compliance 
with the diiections o f a pol ice officei oi traffic control device, in any 
o f the fo l lowing p laces : 

1 On a s idewalk; 
2 In fi ont o f a public or private d r iveway ; 
3 Wi th in an inteisect ion; 
4 W i t h i n 15 feet of a fiie hydrant ; 
5 On a crosswalk; 
6 W i t h i n 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection; 
7 W i t h i n 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop 

sign, or traffic-control signal located at the side o f a l o a d w a y ; 
8 Between a safety zone and the adjacent cu ib or within 30 feet 

o f points on the cu ib immediately opposi te the ends of a safety zone, 
unless the (tiaffic authori ty) indicates a different length by signs oi 
mark ings ; 

9 Wi th in 50 feet o f the neaiest la i l o f a l a i h o a d crossing; 
10 Wi th in 20 feet o f the dr iveway entiance to any fire station 

and on the side o f a street opposite the entiance to any fire station 
within 75 feet of said entrance (when p i o p e r l y sign-posted) ; 

11 Alongs ide or opposi te any street excavation or obstruction 
when such stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic; 

12 On the roadway side o f any vehicle s topped oi parked at the 
edge or cu ib of a street; 

13 U p o n any br idge or other elevated structure upon a h ighway 
or within a h ighway tunnel; 

14 A t any place wheie official signs p iohib i t s topping 
(b) N o person shall move a vehicle not owned b y such person into 

any such prohibited, area or away f rom a curb such distance as is 
unlawful 

S E C 93 Parking at right-hand curb—Except wheie angle park
ing is permitted b y local o id inance every vehicle s topped or parked 
upon a roadway where there is an adjacent cu ib shall be so stopped 
or parked with the r ight-hand wheels o f such vehicle paial lel with 
and within 12 inches o f the r ight-hand curb 
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A R T I C L E X I V 

M ISCELLANEOUS R U L E S 

S E C 94 Unattended motor vehicle—No peison driving or in 
charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended with
out first stopping the engine, locking the ignition and removing the 
key, or when standing upon any perceptible grade without effectively 
setting the brake thereon and turning the front wheels to the curb 
or side of the highway. 

S E C 95. Obstruction to driver's view or driving, mechanism.—(a) 
No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there 
are in the front seat such number of persons, exceeding three, as to 
obstruct the view of the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle 
or as to interfere with the driver's control over the driving mecha
nism of the vehicle 

(b) No passenger in a vehicle or street car shall ride in such posi
tion as to interfere with the driver's or motorman's view ahead or 
to the sides, or to interfere with his control over the driving mecha
nism of the vehicle or street car 

S E C 96 Driving on mountain highways—The driver of a motor 
vehicle traveling through defiles or canyons or on mountain high
ways shall hold such motor vehicle under control and as near the 
right-hand edge of the highway as reasonably possible and, upon 
approaching any curve where the view is obstructed within a dis
tance of 200 feet along the highway, shall give audible warning with 
the horn of such motor vehicle. 

S E C 97 Coasting prohibited—(a) The driver of any motor ve
hicle when traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the 
gears of such vehicle in neutral 

(b) The diiver of a commeicial motor vehicle when traveling 
upon a down grade shall not coast with the clutch disengaged 

S E C 98 Following pre apparatus prohibited—The driver of any 
vehicle other than one on official business shall not follow any fire 
appaiatus traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than 500 feet 
or drive into or park such vehicle within the block wheie fire appa
ratus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm 

S E C 99 Crossing pre hose —No stieet car or vehicle shall be driven 
over zjxj unprotected hose of a fire department when laid down on 
any stieet, private driveway, or street cai track, to be used at any 
fire or alaim of fire, without the consent of the fire department 
official in command 

, S E C 100 Putting glass, etc , on highway prohibited—(a) No per
son shall throw or deposit upon any highway any glass bottle, glass,, 
nails, tacks, wire, cans, or any other substance likely to injure any 
person, animal, or vehicle upon such highway 

(&) Any person who drops, or peimits to be dropped or thrown, 
upon any highway any destructive or injuiious material shall imme
diately remove the same or cause it to be removed 

(c) Any person removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle from 
a highway shall remove any glass or other injurious substance 
dropped upon the highway fiom such vehicle 
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S EO 101 Overtaking and passing school bws—(a) The driver of 
a vehicle upon a highway outside of a business or residence district 
upon meeting or overtaking any school bus which has stopped on 
the highway for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school 
children shall drive at a speed which is reasonable and prudent and 
with due caution for the safety of any such children and in no event 
in excess of 10 miles per hour in passing such school bus 

(b) This section shall be applicable only in the event the school 
bus shall bear upon the front and rear thereon a plainly visible sign 
containing the words " school bus " in letters not less than 4 inches 
in height which can be removed or covered when the vehicle is not 
in use as a school bus 

S E C 102 Regulations relative to school busses-—(a) The (State 
board of education) by and with the advice of the motor vehicle 
commissionei shall adopt and enforce regulations not inconsistent 
with this act to govern the design and operation of all school busses 
used for the transportation of school children when owned and oper
ated by any school district or privately owned and operated under 
contract with any school district in this State and such regulations 
shall by reference be made a part of any such contract with a school 
district Every school district, its officeis and employees, and every 
person employed under contract by a school district shall be subject 
to said regulations 

( 5 ) Any officer oi employee of any school district who violates any 
of said regulations or fails to include obligation to comply with said 
regulations in any contract executed by them on behalf of a school 
district shall be guilty of misconduct and subject to removal from 
office or employment A n y person operating a school bus under con
tract with a school district who fails to comply with any said regu
lations shall be guilty of breach of contract and such contract shall be 
canceled after notice and hearing by the responsible officers of such 
school distiict 

A R T I C L E X V 

E Q U I P M E N T 

S E C 1 0 3 Scope and effect of regulations—(a) I t is a misde
meanor for any person to drive or move or for the owner to cause 
or knowingly peimit to be driven or moved on any highway any 
vehicle oi combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe condition 
as to endanger any person, or which does not contain those parts or 
is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other equipment in 
proper condition and adjustment as required in this article, or which 
is equipped in any manner in violation of this article, or for any per
son to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required under 
this article 

(b) The provisions of this article with respect to equipment on 
vehicles shall not apply to implements of husbandry, road machinery, 
load rollers, or farm tractois except as herein made applicable 

S E C 1 0 4 When lighted lamps are required — (a) Every vehicle 
upon a highway within this State at any time from a half hour after 
sunset to a half hour before sunrise and at any other time when theie 
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is not sufficient l ight to render clearly discernible persons and vehicles 
on the h ighway at a distance o f 5 0 0 feet ahead shall display l ighted 
lamps and i l luminating devices as hereinafter respectively required 
for different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions wi th respect to 
parked vehicles as hereinafter stated 

( 5 ) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the dis
tance f i o m which certain lamps and devices shall render objects 
visible or within which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said 
provisions shall apply during the times stated in subdivision (a) o f 
this section upon a straight level unlighted h ighway under normal 
atmospheric condit ions unless a different time or condi t ion is 
ex23ressly stated 

S E C 1 0 5 Head lamps on motor vehicles—(a) Eve ry motor vehicle 
other than a motorcycle shall be equipped with at least two head 
lamps with at least one on each side o f the front o f the motor vehicle, 
which head lamps shall comply with the requirements and l imitations 
set forth in this article 

( 6 ) Eve ry motorcycle shall be equipped with at least one and not 
more than two head lamps which shall comply with the requirements 
and limitations o f this article 

S E C 1 0 6 Bear lamps and reflectors—(a) E v e r y moto i vehicle 
and every vehicle which is being drawn at the end o f a train o f 
vehicles shall be equipped with a l ighted rear lamp, exhibiting a red 
l ight plainly visible f rom a distance of 5 0 0 feet to the rear 

( 5 ) Either such reai lamp or a separate lamp shall be so con
structed and placed as to illuminate with a white l ight the rear 
registration plate and render it clearly legible f rom a distance of 5 0 
feet to the i ear W h e n the rear license plate is i l luminated by an elec
tric lamp other than the lequired reai lamp, said t w o lamps shall be 
turned on or off only by the same control switch at all t imes when
ever head lamps are l ighted. 

(c) Eve ry new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer heieafter sold 
and every commercial vehicle hereafter opeiated on a h ighway shall 
also carry at the rear, either as a part o f the rear lamp or separately, 
a red leflector meet ing the requirements o f this section 

(d\ Whenever a red reflector is required or permitted to be used in 
substitution of lamps upon a vehicle under any o f the p iovis ions of 
this act, such lefieetor shall be mounted upon the vehicle at a height 
not to exceed 4 2 inches nor less than 2 4 inches above the ground upon 
which the vehicle stands, and every such reflector shall be so designed 
and maintained as to be visible at night f rom all distances within 5 0 0 
feet to 5 0 feet f r o m such vehicle when directly in f ront o f a motor 
vehicle d isplaying lawful ly l ighted head lamps as p rov ided in section 
1 1 5 (a) hereof 

S E C 1 0 7 ' Glearam.ce, identification, and side marker lamps — 
With in ( — ) days after the effective date o f this act every motor 
vehicle or motor-drawn vehicle designed or used fo r the transporta
tion of proper ty or for the transportation o f passengers for compen
sation, except buses operated entirely within municipalit ies when 
their interiors are illuminated, shall display l ighted lamps at the 
times mentioned in section 1 0 4 when and as required in this section, 
except that such lamps may be but are not required to be lighted 
when any such vehicle is upon a h ighway which is sufficiently i l lumi-

http://Glearam.ce
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mated by street lamps to render any person or vehicle visible at a 
distance of 500 feet 

1 Clearance lamps: Eveiy such vehicle having a width at any 
part in excess of 80 inches shall be equipped with two clearance lamps 
located on the extreme left side of such vehicle, one located at the 
front and displaying a green light visible from a distance of 500 feet 
to the front of the vehicle and the other located at the rear of the 
vehicle and displaying a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet 
to the rear of the vehicle, which said rear clearance lamp shall be in 
addition to the red rear lamp hereinbefore required 

2 Identification lamps, front and iear: Every such vehicle or com
bination of such vehicles having a length in excess of 30 feet or a 
width in excess of 80 inches shall be equipped with lamps on the 
front displaying 3 green lights and lamps on the rear displaying 
3 zed lights and the lights in each such group shall be evenly spaced 
not less than 6 nor more than 12 inches apait along a horizontal line 
near the top of the vehicle and said lights shall be visible fiom dis
tances of 500 feet to the front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle 

3 Side marker lamps: Every such vehicle or combination of such 
vehicles which exceeds 20 feet in overall length shall be equipped 
with at least 4 side marker lamps, 1 on each side near the front and 
1 on each side near the rear Said lamps near the front shall display 
.green lights and said lamps near the rear shall display red lights 
each visible from a distance of 500 feet to the side of the vehicle 
on which it is located I f the clearance lamps on the left side of a 
vehicle as hereinbefore required display lights visible from a distance 
of 500 feet at right angles to the left of the vehicle they shall be 
-deemed to meet the requirements as to left marker lamps in this 
paragraph In lieu of such side marker lamps any such vehicle 
may be equipped with 4 reflected s, 2 on each side and otherwise 
meeting the requirements of this act 

S E C 108 Lamp or flag on projecting load—Whenever the load 
upon any vehicle extends to the rear 4 feet or more beyond the bed 
or body of such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear 
end of the load, at the times specified in section 104 hereof, a red 
light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet 
to the sides and rear The red light ox lantern required under this 
section shall be in addition to the red iear light required upon every 
vehicle A t any other time there shall be displayed at the extreme 
rear end of such load a red flag or cloth not less than 16 inches 
square 

S E C 109 Lamps on parked vehicles—Whenever a vehicle is 
parked or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, 
whether attended or unattended during the times mentioned in sec
tion 104, such vehicle shall be equipped with one or more lamps which 
shall exhibit a white light on the roadway side visible from a dis
tance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle and a red light visible 
from a distance of 500 feet to the rear, except that local authorities 
may provide by ordinance or resolution that no lights need be dis
played upon any such vehicle when stopped or parked in accordance 
with local parking regulations upon a highway where there is suffi
cient light to reveal any person or object within a distance of 500 
feet upon such highway Any lighted headlamps upon a parked 
vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed. 
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S E C 110 Lamps on bicycles.—Every bicycle shall be equipped! 
with a lamp oil the front exhibiting a white light visible from a 
distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a lamp on the reai 
exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear; 
except that a red reflector meeting the requirements of this act may 
be used in lieu of a rear light 

S E C 111 Lamps on other vehicles and equipment—All vehicles, 
including animal-drawn vehicles and including those leferred to in 
section 103 (b) not hereinbefore specifically required to be equipped 
with lamps, shall at the times specified in section 104 hereof be 
equipped with at least one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting a white 
light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle 
and with a lamp or lantern exhibiting a red light visible from a 
distance of 500 feet to the rear 

S E C 112 Spot lamps and auxiliary driving lamps—(a) Any 
motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed one spot lamp 
and every lighted spot lamp shall be so aimed and used upon ap
proaching another vehicle that no part of the high-intensity portion of 
the beam will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme 
left side of the vehicle nor more than 100 feet ahead of the vehicle 

(5) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed three 
auxiliary driving lamps mounted on the front at a height not less 
than 12 inches nor more than 42 inches above the level surface upon 
which the vehicle stands, and every such auxiliary driving lamp oi 
lamps shall meet the requirements and limitations set forth in this 
article 

S E C 113 Signal lamps and signal devices—(a) Any motor vehicle 
may be equipped, and when a signal lamp or device is required under 
this act shall be equipped, with a signal lamp or signal device which 
is so constructed and located on the vehicle as to give a signal of 
intention to stop which shall be red or yellow in color and signals 
of intention to turn to the light or left, all of which signals shall be 
plainly visible and understandable in normal sunlight and at night 
from a distance of 100 feet to the front and rear but shall not project 
a glaring or dazzling light; except that a stop signal need be visible 
only from the lear 

(b) A l l mechanical signal devices shall be self-illuminated when 
in use at the times mentioned in section 104 

S E C 114 Additional lighting equipment—(a) Any motor vehicle 
may be equipped with not more than two side cowl or fender lamps 
which shall emit an amber or white light without glare 

(b) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than one 
running board courtesy lamp on each side thereof which shall emit 
a white or amber light without glare 

(c) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with a back-up lamp 
either separately or in combination with another lamp; except that 
no such back-up lamp shall be continuously lighted when the motor 
vehicle is in foiward motion 

S E C 115 Multiple-beam road lighting equipment7—Except as 
hereinafter provided, the headlamps, or the auxiliary driving lamps, 
or combinations thereof, on motor vehicles shall be so arranged that 
the driver may select at will between distributions of light projected 

7 See footnote on page 28 
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different elevations, subject to the following requirements and 

nitations: 
(a) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or composite 

am, so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons and 
hides at a distance of at least 350 feet ahead for all conditions of 
ading. The maximum intensity of this uppermost distribution of 
rht or composite beam 1 degree of arc or more above the hori-
ntal level of the lamps when the vehicle is not loaded shall not 
:ceed 8,000 apparent candlepower, and at no other point of the 
stribution of light or composite beam shall there be an intensity 
more than 75,000 apparent candlepower. 
(b) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light,- or composite 
am, so aimed that: 
1 When the vehicle is not loaded, none of the high-intensity poi-
>n of the light which is directed to the left of the prolongation 
the extreme left side of the vehicle shall, at a distance of 25 feet 
ead, project higher than a level of 10 inches below the level of 
3 center of the lamp from which it comes 
2 When the vehicle is not loaded, none of the high-intensity por-
>n of the light which is directed to the right of the prolongation 
the extreme left side of the vehicle shall, at a distance of 25 feet 
ead, project higher than a level of 5 inches below the level of the 
iter of the lamp from which it comes 
3 In no event shall any of the high intensity of such lowermost 
stribution of light or composite beam project higher than a level 
42 inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance 
75 feet ahead. 
(c) Where one intermediate beam is provided, the beam on the 
t side of the road shall be in conformity with (6) (1) of this section 
sept when arranged in accordance with the practice specified in (<?). 
(d) A l l road lighting beams shall be so aimed and of sufficient 
;ensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a distance of at least 100 
t ahead 
(e) A l l load lighting equipment manufactured and installed on 
d after January 1 , 1936, shall be so ai ranged that whenever any 
im is used which is not in conformity with paragraph (b) ( 1 ) of 
.s section, two white or yellow lights, one on each side of the 
aide, visible to an oncoming driver and to the driver of said 
licle shall be lighted, except that other suitable alternate means 
ly be provided for indicating to the driver behind the light when 
;h beams are on Indicator lights shall not be connected otherwise 
in as required in this paiagraph Beam indicator lights and front 
rMng lights shall be so connected that neither of said lights shall 
lit when a beam is in use which conforms with paragraph (b)(1) 
this section 
3EC 116 Use of multiple-beam road lighting equipment1—(a) 
tienever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder 
jacent thereto during the times specified in section 104, the driver 
ill use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high 
>ugh and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a 
;e distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the following 
[uirements and limitations 

See footnote on page 28 
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(b) Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming 
vehicle within 5 0 0 feet, such driver shall use a distribution of _ light 
•or composite beam so aimed that the glaring rays are not projected 
into the eyes of the oncoming driver, and in no case shall the high 
intensity portion which is projected to the left of the prolongation 
of the extreme left side of the vehicle be aimed higher than the 
•center of the lamp from which it comes at a distance of 2 5 feet 
ahead, and in no case higher than a level of 4 2 inches above the 
level upon which the vehicle stands at a distance of 7 5 feet ahead 

S E C 1 1 7 Single-beam road lighting equipment7—Headlamps ar
ranged to provide a single distribution of light not supplemented 
by auxiliary driving lamps shall be permitted on motor vehicles 
manufactured and sold prior to one year after the effective date of 
this act in lieu of multiple-beam road lighting equipment herein 
specified if the single distribution of light complies with the follow
ing requirements and limitations: 

1 The headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not 
loaded none of the high intensity portion of the light shall at a 
distance of 2 5 feet ahead pxoject higher than a level of 5 inches 
below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in 
no case higher than 4 2 inches above the level on which the vehicle 
stands at a distance of 7 5 feet ahead 

2 The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles 
at a distance of at least 2 0 0 feet 

S E C 1 1 8 Alternate road lighting equipment7—Any motor vehicle 
may be operated under the conditions specified in section 1 0 4 when 
equipped with two lighted lamps upon the fiont thereof capable of 
revealing persons and objects 7 5 feet ahead in lieu of lamps lequired 
in section 1 1 5 or section 1 1 7 provided, however, that at no time shall 
it be operated at a speed in excess of 2 0 miles per hour 

S E C 1 1 9 Number of driving lamps required or permitted—(a) 
A t all times specified in section 1 0 4 , at least two lighted lamps shall 
be displayed, one on each side at the front of every motor vehicle 
except when such vehicle is parked subject to the regulations govern
ing lights on parked vehicles 

(b) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as herein 
required is also equipped with any auxiliary lamps or a spot lamp 
or any other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam of an inten
sity greater than 3 0 0 candlepower, not moie than a total of four of 
any such lamps on the front of a vehicle shall be lighted at any one 
time when upon a highway 

S E C 1 2 0 Special restrictions on lamps —(a) Any lighted lamp or 
illuminating device upon a motor vehicle other than head lamps, 
spot lamps, or auxiliary driving lamps which projects a beam of 
light of an intensity greater than 3 0 0 candlepower shall be so direc
ted that no part of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on 
which the vehicle stands at a distance of more than 7 5 feet from the 
vehicle 

7 It is recommended that the motor vehicle commissioner in each State adopt current 
standard specifications for headlamps, auxiliary driving lamps, rear lamps, signal lamps 
and reflectors as promulgated by the recognized engineering societies. In view of the 
fact that the headlighting art is a developing one, these specifications are necessarily of a 
temporary character, and are subject to revision from time to time It follows, therefoie, 
that while they are applicable to use in connection with regulation by State authorities 
having administrative powers, they are not suitable for inclusion in State laws where the 
requisite flexibility of revision is absent 
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(5) No person shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon 

any highway with any lamp or device thereon displaying a red light 
visible from directly in front theieof This section shall not apply to, 
authorized emergency vehicles 

(c) Flashing lights are prohibited on motor vehicles, except as a. 
means for indicating a right or left turn 

S E C 121 Selling or using lamps or devices—(a) No person shall 
have for sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon or as a part of the 
equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer or use upon any 
such vehicle any head lamp, auxiliary driving lamp, rear lamp, signal 
lamp or reflector which reflector is required hereunder, 01 parts of 
any of the foregoing, which tend to change the original design or 
performance, unless of a type which has been submitted to the com
missioner and approved by him 

(5) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale for use upon-
or as a part of the equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi
trailer any lamp or device mentioned in this section which has been, 
appioved by the commissioner unless such lamp or device bears 
theieon the trade-mark or name under which it is approved so as to 
be legible when installed 

(c) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, trailer or semi
trailer any lamps mentioned in this section unless said lamps are-
equipped with bulbs of a rated candlepower and are mounted and 
adjusted as to focus and aim in accordance with instructions of the 
commissioner 

S E C 122 Authority of commissioner with reference to lighting' 
devices—1 The commissioner is hereby authorized to approve or-
disapprove lighting devices 

2 The commissioner is hereby required to approve or disappiove 
any lighting device, of a type on which approval is specifically 
required in this act, within a reasonable time after such device has 
been submitted 

3 The commissioner is fuither authorized to set up the procedure 
which shall be followed when any device is submitted for approval 

4 The commissioner upon approving any such lamp oi device 
shall issue to the applicant a certificate of approval together with 
any instructions determined by him 

5 The commissioner shall publish lists of all lamps and devices 
by name and type which have been approved by him, together with 
instructions as to the permissible candlepower rating of the bulbs; 
which he has determined for use therein and such other instructions 
as to adjustment as the commissioner may deem necessary.8 

S E C 123 Revocation of certificate of approval on lighting de
vices —When the commissioner has reason to believe that an ap
proved device as being sold commercially does not comply with the 
requirements of this act, he may, after giving 30 days' previous^ 
notice to the person holding the certificate of approval for such 
device in this State, conduct a hearing upon the question of com
pliance of said' appioved device After said hearing the com
missioner shall determine whether said approved device meets the 

8 It is recommended in the interest of national uniformity (that the procedure with 
respect to submission of devices for approval shall, so far as- possible, conform with, 
the procedure followed in other States 
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requirements o f this act. I f said device does not meet the require
ments of this act he shall give notice to the person holding the cer
tificate o f approval for such device in this State 

I f at the expiration of 90 days after such notice the person hold
ing the certificate o f approval for such device has failed to satisfy 
the commissioner that said approved device as thereafter to be sold 
meets the requirements of this act, the commissioner shall suspend 
or revoke the approval issued therefor until or unless such device 
is resubmitted to and retested by an authorized testing agency and 
is found to meet the requirements of this act, and may require that 
all said devices sold since the notification following the hearing be 
replaced with devices that do comply with the requirements of this 
act The commissioner may at the time of the retest purchase in 
the open market and submit to the testing agency one or more sets 
of such approved devices, and if such device upon such retest fails to 
meet the requirements of this act, the commissioner may refuse to 
renew the certificate of approval of such device. 

S E C 124 Brakes—(a) Brake equipment required 
1 Every motoi vehicle, other than a motorcycle, when operated 

upon a highway sha l l be equipped with brakes adequate to control 
the movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle, including two 
separate means of applying the brakes, each of which means shall 
be effective to apply the brakes to at least two wheels I f these 
two separate means of applying the brakes are connected in any way, 
they shall be so constructed that f ailuie of any one part of the operat
ing mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without brakes 
on at least two wheels.. 

2 Every motorcycle, and bicycle with motor attached, when oper
ated upon a highway shall be equipped with at least one brake, which 
may be operated by hand or foot 

3 Every trailer or semitrailer of a gross weight of 3,000 pounds 
oi more when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with 
brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and to 
hold such vehicle and so designed as to be applied by the driver 
of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, and said brakes shall be 
so designed and connected that in case of an accidental breakaway 
of the towed vehicle the brakes shall be automatically applied 

4 Every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer hereafter sold 
in this State and operated upon the highways shall be equipped with 
service brakes upon all wheels of every such vehicle, except any 
motorcycle, and except that any semitrailer of less than 1,500 pounds 
gross weight need not be equipped with brakes 

(b) Performance ability of brakes 
1 The service brakes upon any motor vehicle oi combination of 

vehicles shall be adequate to stop such vehicle or vehicles when 
traveling 20 miles per hour within a distance of 30 feet when upon 
dry asphalt or concrete pavement surface fiee from loose material 
where the grade does not exceed 1 percent 

2 Under the above conditions the hand brake shall be adequate 
to stop such vehicle or vehicles within a distance of 55 feet and 
said hand brake shall be adequate to hold such vehicle or vehicles 
stationary on any grade upon which operated 
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3 Under the above conditions the service brakes upon a motor 
vehicle equipped with two-wheel brakes only, and when permitted 
hereunder, shall be adequate to stop the vehicle within a distance of 
40 feet and the hand brake adequate to stop the vehicle within a 
distance of 55 feet 

4 Al l braking distances specified in this section shall apply to all 
vehicles mentioned, whether such vehicles are not_ loaded or are 
loaded to the maximum capacity permitted under this act 

5 Al l brakes shall be maintained in good working order and 
shall be so adjusted as to operate as equally as practicable with 
iespect to the wheels on opposite sides of the vehicle 

S E C 125 Horns and warning devices — {a) Eveiy motoi vehicle 
when opeiated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in 
good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under 
normal conditions from a distance of not less than 200 feet, but no 
horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or 
harsh sound or a whistle The driver of a motor vehicle shall when 
reasonably necessary to insure safe operation give audible warning 
with his horn but shall not otherwise use such horn when upon a 
highway 

(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use 
upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or bell, except as otherwise per
mitted in this subdivision I t is permissible but not required that 
any commercial vehicle be equipped with a theft alarm signal de
vice which is so arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an 
ordinary warning signal Any authorized emergency vehicle may 
he equipped with a siren, whistle, or bell, capable of emitting sound 
audible under normal conditions from a distance of not less than 500 
feet and of a type approved by the department, but such siren shall 
not be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to an 
emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual or sus
pected violator of the law, in which said latter events the driver of 
such vehicle shall sound said siren when necessary to warn pedestri
ans and other drivers of the approach thereof 

(<?) No bicycle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use 
upon a bicycle any siren or whistle 

S E C 126 Mufflers, prevention of noise —Every motor vehicle shall 
at all times be equipped with a muffler in good working order and 
in constant operation to prevent excessive or unusual noise and 
annoying smoke, and no person shall use a muffler cutout, bypass or 
similar device upon a motor vehicle on a highway 

S E C 127 Mirrors—Every motor vehicle which is so constructed 
or loaded as to obstruct the driver's view to the rear thereof from 
the driver's position shall be equipped with a mirror so located as 
to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of at 
least 200 feet to the rear of such vehicle 

S E C 128 Windshields must be unobstructed and equipped with 
loipers—(a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any 
sign, poster or other nontransparent material upon the front wind
shield, sidewings, side or rear windows of such vehicle other than a 
certificate or other paper required to be so displayed by law 

(b) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped with 
a device for cleaning rain, snow or other moisture from the wind-
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shield, which device shall be so constructed as to be controlled or 
operated by the driver of the vehicle 

S E C 129 Restrictions as to tire equipment—(a) Every solid rub
ber tire on a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface 
at least 1 inch thick above the edge of the flange of the entire 
periphery 

(b) No person shall operate or move on any highway any motor 
vehicle, trailer, or semitiailei having any metal tiie in contact with-
the loadway. 

(c) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its 
periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat, or spike or any othei pro
tuberances of any material other than rubber which projects beyond 
the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that it shall be 
permissible to use farm machinery with tires having protuberances 
which will not injure the highway, and except also that it shall be 
permissible to use tire chains of reasonable proportions upon any 
vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice, or other con
ditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid 

(d) The (State highway commission) and local authorities in 
their respective jurisdictions may, in their discretion, issue special 
permits authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction en
gines or tractors having movable tracks with transverse corrugations 
upon the periphery of such movable tracks or farm tractors or other 
farm machinery, the operation of which upon a highway would 
otherwise be prohibited under this act. 

S E C 130 Safety glass in motor vehicles —(a) On and after (date) 
( 6 months suggested) no peison shall sell any new motor vehicle 
nor shall any new motor vehicle be registered thereafter which is de
signed or used for the purpose of transporting passengers for com
pensation or as a school bus unless such vehicle is equipped with 
safety glass wherever glass is used in doors, windows, and 
windshields 

(5) On and after (date) (1 year suggested) no person shall sell 
any new motor vehicle nor shall any new motor vehicle be registered 
thereafter unless such vehicle is equipped with safety glass wherever 
glass is used in the windshield 

(c) The term " safety glass " shall mean any product composed 
of glass, so manufactured, fabricated, or treated as substantially to 
prevent shattering and flying of the glass when struck or broken or 
such other or similar product as may be approved by the 
commissioner 

(d) The commissioner shall compile and publish a list of types of 
glass by name approved by him as meeting the requirements of this 
section and the commissioner shall not register any motor vehicle 
which is subject to the provisions of this section unless it is equipped 
with an approved type of safety glass, and he shall suspend the regis
tration of any motor vehicle so subject to this section which he finds 
is not so equipped until it is made to confoim to the requirements of 
this section 

S E C 131 Trucks to carry flares or similar devices—(a) No per
son shall operate any motor truck upon a highway outside of a 
business or residence district at any time from a half hour after 
sunset to a half hour before sunrise unless there shall be carried in 
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such vehicle a sufficient number of flares, not less than thiee, or 
electric lanterns oi other signals capable of continuously producing 
three warning lights each visible from a distance of at least 500 
feet for a period of at least 8 hours, except that a motor vehicle 
transporting flammables may carry red reflectors in place of the 
other signals above mentioned. 

Every such flare, lantern, signal, or reflector shall be of a type 
approved by the commissioner and he shall publish lists of those 
devices which he has approved as adequate for the purposes of this 
section 

(b) Whenever any motor truck and its lighting equrpment are 
disabled during the period when lighted lamps must be displayed 
on vehicles and such motor truck cannot immediately be removed 
from the main travelled portion of a highway outside of a business 
or residence district, the driver or other person in charge of such 
vehicle shall cause such flares, lanterns, or other signals to be lighted 
and placed upon the highway, one at a distance of approximately 100 
feet in advance of such vehicle, one at a distance of approximate^ 
100 feet to the rear of the vehicle and the third upon the roadway 
side of the vehicle, except that if the vehicle is transporting flamma
bles three red reflectors may be so placed in lieu of such other 
signals and no open burning flare shall be placed adjacent to any 
such last mentioned vehicle 

(c) No person shall at any time operate a motor truck transport
ing explosives as a cargo or part of a cargo upon a highway unless 
it carries flares or electric lanterns as herein required, but such 
flares or electric lanterns must be capable of producing a red light 
and shall be displayed upon the roadway when and as required in 
this section 

S E C 132 Vehicles trans-porting explosives.—Any person operat
ing any vehicle transporting any explosive as a cargo or part of 
a cargo upon a highway shall at all times comply with the pro
visions of this section 

(a) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded on each side and 
the rear with the word " Explosives " in letters not less than 8 
inches high, or there shall be displayed on the rear of such vehicle a 
red flag not less than 24 inches square marked with the word 
" Danger " in white letters 6 inches high 

(5) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less than two 
fire extinguishers, filled and ready for immediate use, and placed 
at a convenient point on the vehicle so used 

(c) The commissioner is hereby authorized and directed to 
promulgate such additional regulations governing the transporta
tion of explosives and other dangerous articles by vehicles upon the 
highways as he shall deem advisable for the protection of the 
public 9 

S E C 133 Appointment of official inspection stations—(a) The 
commissioner shall issue permits for and furnish instructions and 
all necessary forms to official inspection stations for the inspection 
and adjustment of brakes, lighting equipment, steering mechanism, 
horns, mirrors, windshield wipers, and other equipment of motor 
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers 
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(b) Application for permit shall be made upon an official foim 
and shall be granted only when the commissioner is satisfied that the 
station is properly equipped and has competent personnel to make 
such inspections and adjustments and will be properly conducted 
The commissioner before issuing a permit may require the applicant 
to file a bond conditioned that it will make compensation for any 
damage to a vehicle during an inspection or adjustment due to 
negligence on the part of such applicant or its employees 

(<?) The commissioner shall properly supervise and cause inspec
tions to be made of such stations and shall revoke and require the 
surrender of the permit issued to a station which he finds is not 
properly equipped or conducted The commissioner shall maintain 
and post at the office of the department lists of all stations holding 
permits and of those whose permits have been revoked 

S E C 1 3 4 Commissioner to require periodical inspection—(a) The 
commissioner shall at least once each year, but not more frequently 
than twice each year, by public announcement designate a period 
of not to exceed 3 months during which all resident owners of motor 
vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers must submit such vehicles to in
spection and obtain for each such vehicle a certificate of inspection 
and approval duly issued by an official station Thereafter, for a 
period of 3 months every resident owner of any said vehicle must 
display a certificate of inspection and approval duly issued for such 
vehicle either upon the lower right-hand corner of the windshield 
thereof ,when required by the commissioner or upon such vehicle 
in such position as to be visible from the outside 

(b) The commissioner may authorize the acceptance in this State 
of a certificate of inspection and approval issued in another State 
having an inspection law similar to this act and may extend the 
time within which a certificate shall be obtained by the resident 
owner of a vehicle which was not in this State during the time 
an inspection was required 

(o) The commissioner may suspend the registration of any ve
hicle which he determines is in such unsafe condition as to consti
tute a menace to safety or which after notice and demand is not 
equipped as requiied in this act or for which a required certificate 
has not been obtained 

S E C 1 3 5 Operation of official inspection stations—(a) No permit 
for an official station shall be assigned or transferred or used at any 
location other than therein designated and every said permit shall 
be posted in a conspicuous place at the location designated 

(b) The person operating an official inspection station shall issue 
a certificate of inspection and approval upon an official form to the 
owner of a vehicle upon inspecting such vehicle and determining 
that its equipment required hereunder is in good condition and 
proper adjustment, otherwise no certificate shall be issued When 
required by the commissioner record and report shall be made of 
every inspection and every certificate so issued 

(<?) A certificate of inspection and approval may be issued free 
of charge or a fee of not more than 5 0 cents may be charged for 
an inspection and issuance of such certificate 

S E C 1 3 6 Improper representation as official station—(a) No per
son shall in any manner represent any place as an official inspection 



A C T V , R E G U L A T I N G T R A F F I C O N H I G H W A Y S 35 

station unless such station is then operating under a valid permit 
Nor shall any person issue a certificate of inspection and approval 
unless then holding a valid permit hereunder 

(b) No person shall make, issue, or knowingly use any imitation 
or counterfeit of an official certificate of inspection 

S E C 137 Owners and drivers to comply with inspection laws — 
(a) In the event repair or adjustment of the equipment of any 
vehicle is found necessary upon inspection, the owner of said vehicle 
may obtain such repair or adjustment at any place he may choose, 
but in every event a certificate of inspection and approval must be 
obtained from an official inspection station whenever required under 
the provisions of this act; otherwise any such vehicle shall not be 
operated upon the highways of this State 

(b) No person shall display or cause or permit to be displayed 
upon any vehicle any certificate of inspection and approval knowing 
the same to be fictitious or issued for another vehicle or issued with
out an inspection having been made 

S E C 138 Enforcement by police officers—(a) The commissioner 
and such officers and employees of the department and such other 
police officers as the commissioner may authorize in writing may, 
upon reasonable cause, require the driver of a vehicle to stop and 
submit such vehicle and its equipment to an inspection and such 
test with reference thereto as may be appropriate In the event 
such vehicle is found to be in an unsafe condition or the required 
equipment is not present or is not in proper repair and adjustment 
the officer shall give a written notice to the driver and shall send 
a copy thereof to the department Said notice shall require that 
such vehicle be placed in safe condition and its equipment in proper 
repair and adjustment and a certificate of inspection and approval 
for such vehicle be obtained within 5 days 

Every owner or driver upon receiving any such notice shall com
ply therewith and shall within said 5 days secure an endorsement 
upon such notice by an official inspection station that such vehicle 
is in safe condition and its equipment in proper repair and adjust
ment and shall then forward said notice to the department 

(b) No person shall operate any vehicle after receiving a notice 
with reference thereto as above provided except as may be necessaiy 
to return such vehicle to the residence or the place of business of 
the owner or driver if within a distance of 20 miles, or to a garage, 
until said vehicle and its equipment has been placed in proper 
repair and adjustment and otherwise made to conform to the require
ments of this act. 

A R T I C L E X V I 

S I Z E , W E I G H T , A N D L O A D 

S E C 139. Scope and effect of article—(a) I t is a misdemeanor 
for any person to drive or move or for the owner to cause or 
knowingly permit to be driven or moved on any highway any 
vehicle or vehicles of a size or weight exceeding the limitations stated 
in this article or otherwise in violation of this article, and the maxi
mum size and weight of vehicles herein specified shall be lawful 
throughout this State, and local authorities shall have no power 
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or authority to alter said limitations except as express authority 
may be granted in this article 

(b) The provisions of this article governing size, weight, and 
load shall not apply to fire apparatus, road machinery, or to imple
ments of husbandry temporarily moved upon a highway, or to a 
vehicle operated under the teims of a special permit issued as 
herein provided 

S E C 140 Width of vehicles—(a) The total outside width of any 
vehicle or the load thereon shall not exceed 8 feet except as other
wise provided in this section 

(b) The total outside width of a farm tractor shall not exceed 
10 feet 

(c) Whenever pneumatic tires, in substitution of the same type 
or other type of tiies, have been heretofore or are hereafter placed 
upon a vehicle in opeiation upon the effective date of this act, the 
maximum width from the outside of one wheel and tire to the out
side of the opposite wheel and tire shall not exceed 8 feet 6 inches, 
but in such event the outside width of the body of such vehicle 
oi the load thereon shall not exceed 8 feet 

S E C 141 Projecting loads on passenger vehicles—No passenger-
type vehicle shall be operated on any highway with any load carried 
thereon extending beyond the line of the fenders on the left side 
of such vehicle nor extending more than 6 inches beyond the line 
of the fenders on the right side thereof 

S E C 142 Height and length of vehicles—(a) No vehicle unladen 
or with load shall exceed a height of 12 feet 6 inches 

(b) No vehicle shall exceed a length of 35 feet extreme over-all 
dimension, inclusive of front and rear bumpeis A truck tractor and 
semitrailer shall be regarded as one vehicle for the purpose of deter
mining lawful length 

(c) No combination of vehicles coupled together shall consist of 
more than two units and no such combination of vehicles shall ex
ceed a total length of 45 feet subject to the following exceptions: 
Said length limitation shall not apply to vehicles operated in the 
day time when transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects 
of a structural nature which cannot readily be dismembered, nor 
to such vehicles transporting such objects operated at night time 
by a public utility when required for emergency repair of public 
service facilities or properties or when operated under special per
mit as provided in section 148, but in respect to such night trans
portation every such vehicle and the load thereon shall be equipped 
with a sufficient number of clearance lamps on both sides and marker 
lamps upon the extreme ends of any projecting load to clearly mark 
the dimensions of such load 

(d) The load upon any vehicle operated alone, or the load upon 
the front vehicle of a combination of vehicles, shall not extend more 
than 3 feet beyond the front wheels of such vehicle or the front 
bumper of such vehicle if it is equipped with such a bumper 

S E C 143 /Spilling loads on highways prohibited—No vehicle 
shall be driven or moved on any highway unless such vehicle is so 
constructed oi loaded as to prevent any of its load from dropping, 
sifting, leaking or otherwise escaping therefrom, except that sand 
may be dropped for the purpose of securing traction, or water or 
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other substance may be sprinkled on a roadway in cleaning or 
maintaining such roadway 

S E C 144 Trailers and towed vehicles—(a) When one vehicle is 
towing another the drawbar or other connection shall be of sufficient 
strength to pull all weight towed thereby and said diawbar or other 
connection shall not exceed 15 feet from one vehicle to the other 
except the connection between any two vehicles transporting poles, 
pipe machinery or other objects of structural nature which cannot 
readily be dismembered 

(i) When one vehicle is towing another and the connection con
sists of a chain, lope, or cable, there shall be displayed upon such 
connection a white flag or cloth not less than 12 inches square 

S E C 145 Wheel and axle loads10—(a) The gross weight upon 
any wheel of a vehicle shall not exceed the following: 

1 When the wheel is equipped with a high pressure pneumatic, 
solid rubber or cushion the, 8,000 pounds 

2 When the wheel is equipped with a low pressure pneumatic tire, 
9,000 pounds 

(o) The gross weight upon any one axle of a vehicle shall not 
exceed the following: 

1 When the wheels attached to said axle are equipped with high-
pressure pneumatic, solid rubber oi cushion tires, 16,000 pounds 

2 When the wheels attached to said axle are equipped with low-
pressure pneumatic tires, 18,000 pounds 

(c) For the purposes of this section an axle load shall be defined 
as the total load on all wheels whose centers are included within 
two parallel transverse vertical planes not more than 40 inches 
apart 

(d) For the purposes of this section every pneumatic tire designed 
for use and used when inflated with air to less than 100 pounds 
pressure shall be deemed a low-pressure pneumatic tire and every 
pneumatic tire inflated to 100 pounds pressure or more shall be 
deemed a high-piessure pneumatic the 

S E C 146 Gross weight of vehicles and loads 11—(a) No vehicle or 
combination of vehicles shall be moved or operated on any highway 
or bridge wThen the gross weight thereof exceeds the limits specified 
below: 

1 The gross weight upon any one axle of a vehicle shall not exceed 
the limits prescribed in section 145 of this act 

2 Subject to the limitations prescribed in section 145 of this act 
the gross weight of any vehicle having twro axles shall not exceed 

pounds 
3 Subject to the limitations prescribed in section 145 of this act 

the gross weight of any single vehicle having three or more axles 
shall not exceed pounds 

1 0 The Amei ican Associa t ion of State Highway Officials recommends the l imitat ions 
stated for vehicles operated on all main ruial and inter city roads but suggests that 
heavier axle loads might be permitted upon vehicles operating in metropoli tan areas if any 
ci ty so desires Also, the American Associat ion of State Highway Officials recommends 
that the State highway department be authorized to restrict wheel and axle weights for 
reasonable periods where road subgrades aie materially weakened by thawing after deep 
frost oi from a continued saturated condition of the soil. 

1 1 In view of the varying condit ions of traffic, and lack of uniformity in highway con
struction in the several States, no uniform gross weight limitations are here recommended 
for general adoption throughout the country For the protection of bridges the Ameri
can Associat ion of State Highway Officials recommends the fol lowing fo rmula : Tx* = 700 
( £ + 40) where W = the gross weight in pounds and L equals the length in feet between 
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4 Subject to the limitations presciibed in section 145 of this act 
the gross weight of any combination of vehicles shall not exceed 

pounds 
(b) The commissioner, upon registering any vehicle under the laws 

of this State which vehicle is designed and used primarily for the 
transportation of property or for the transportation of 10 or more 
persons, may require such information and may make such investi
gation or test as necessary to enable him to determine whether such 
vehicle may safely be operated upon the highways in compliance 
with all the provisions of this act H e shall register every such 
vehicle for a permissible gross weight not exceeding the limitations 
set forth in this act Every such vehicle shall meet the following 
lequirements: 

1 I t shall be equipped with brakes as required in section 124 of 
this act 

2 Every motor vehicle to be operated outside of business and resi
dence districts shall have motive power adequate to propel at a 
reasonable speed such vehicle and any load thereon or to be drawn 
thereby 1 2 

(c) The commissioner shall insert in the registration card issued 
for every such vehicle the gross weight for which it is registered,, 
and if it is a motor vehicle to be used for propelling other vehicles 
he shall separately insert the total permissible gross weight of such 
motor vehicle and other vehicles to be propelled by it. He may also 
issue a special plate with such gross weight or weights stated thereon,, 
which shall be attached to the vehicle and displayed thereon at all 
times I t shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle 
or combination of vehicles of a gross weight in excess of that for 
which registered by the commissioner or in excess of the limitations 
set forth in this act 

S E C 147 Officers may weigh, vehicles and require removal of 
excess loads—(a) Any police officer having reason to believe that 
the weight of a vehicle and load is unlawful is authorized to require 
the driver to stop and submit to a weighing of the same either by 
means of portable or stationary scales and may require that such 
vehicle be driven to the nearest public scales in the event such scales 
are within two miles 

(b) Whenever an officer upon weighing a vehicle and load, as 
above provided, detei mines that the weight is unlawful, such officer 
may require the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable place and 
remain standing until such portion of the load is removed as may 
be necessary to reduce the gross weight of such vehicle to such limit 
as permitted under this act Al l material so unloaded shall be cared 
for by the owner or operator of such vehicle at the risk of such 
owner or operator 

(c) Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refuses to stop and submit 
the vehicle and load to a weighing, or who fails or refuses when 

1 2 A suggested method of determining whether the motive power is adequate to propel 
the vehicle and load at a reasonable speed is to require that the vehicle be powered so 
that it can ascend a grade -of — percent at a speed of not less than 20 miles pei nour 
A speed of 20 miles per hour for commercial vehicles is considered reasonable on an 
ascending grade. The percentage gradient to be inserted should be representative 
of conditions within each paiticular State In a State of flat terrain a 3-percent grade 
should be adequate In hilly and mountainous territory the giade should be 5 or 6 
percent 
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directed by an officer upon a weighing of the vehicle to stop the 
vehicle and othei wise comply with the provisions of this section, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor 

S E C 148 Permits for excess size and weight — (a) The (State 
highway commission) with lespect to highways under its jurisdic
tion and local authorities with respect to highways under their juris
diction may, in their discretion, upon application in writing and good 
cause being shown therefor, issue a special permit in writing author
izing the applicant to operate or move a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the maximum 
specified in this act or otherwise not in conf oimity with the provisions 
of this act upon any highway under the jurisdiction of the party 
granting such permit and for the maintenance of which said party 
is responsible 

(b) The application for any such permit shall specifically de
scribe the vehicle oi vehicles and load to be operated or moved and 
the particular highways for which permit to operate is requested, and 
whether such permit is requested for a single trip or for continuous 
operation 

(c) The (State highway commission) or local authority is author
ized to issue or withhold such permit at its discretion; or, if such 
permit is issued, to limit the number of trips, or to establish seasonal 
or other time limitations within which the vehicles described may be 
operated on the highways indicated, or otherwise to limit or pre
scribe conditions of operation of such vehicle or vehicles, when neces
sary to assure against undue damage to the road foundations, surfaces 
or structures, and may require such undertaking or other security 
as may be deemed necessary to compensate for any injury to any 
roadway or road structure 

(d) Every such permit shall be carried in the vehicle or combina
tion of vehicles to which it refers and shall be open to inspection 
by any police officer or authorized agent of any authority granting 
such permit, and no person shall violate any of the terms or condi
tions of such special permit 

S E C 149 When the State highway commission or local authori
ties may restrict right to use highways.— (a) Local authorities with 
respect to highways under their jurisdiction may by ordinance or 
resolution prohibit the operation of vehicles upon any such high
way or impose restrictions as to the weight of vehicles to be operated 
upon any such highway, for a total period of not to exceed 90 days in 
any one calendar year, whenever any said highway by reason of de
terioration, rain, snow, or other climatic conditions will be seriously 
damaged or destioyed unless the use of vehicles thereon is prohibited 
or the permissible weights thereof reduced 

(b) The local authority enacting any such ordinance or resolu
tion shall erect or cause to be erected and maintained signs desig
nating the provisions of the ordinance or resolution at each end 
of that portion of any highway affected thereby, and the ordinance 
or resolution shall not be effective unless and until such signs are 
erected and maintained 

(c) Local authorities with respect to highways under their juris
diction may also, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit the operation of 
trucks or other commercial vehicles, or may impose limitations as to 
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the weight thereof, on designated highways, which prohibitions and 
limitations shall be designated by appropriate signs placed on such 
highways 

(d) The (State highway commission) shall likewise have authori
ty as heieinabove gi anted to local authoiities to determine by resolu
tion and to impose lestrictions as to the weight of vehicles operated 
upon any highway under the jurisdiction of said (commission) and 
such restrictions shall be effective when signs giving notice thereof 
are erected upon the highway or portion of any highway affected by 
such resolution 

S E C 150 Liability for damage to highway or structui e — (a) Any 
person diiving any vehicle, object, or contrivance upon any highway 
or highway structure shall be liable for all damage which said 
highway or structure may sustain as a result of any illegal opera
tion, driving, or moving of such vehicle, object, or contrivance, 
or as a result of operation, driving, or moving any vehicle, object, 
or contrivance weighing in excess of the maximum weight in this 
act but authorized by a special permit issued as provided in this 
article 

(5) Whenevei such driver is not the owner of such vehicle, object, 
or contrivance, but is so operating, driving, or moving the same with 
the express or implied permission of said owner, then said owner 
and driver shall be jointly and severally liable for any such damage 

(c) Such damage may be recovered in a civil action brought by 
the authorities in control of such highway or highway structure 

A R T I C L E X V I I 

P E N A L T I E S A N D DISPOSITION OF F I N E S A N D FORFEITURES 

S E C 151 Penalties for misdemeanor—(a) I t is a misdemeanor 
for any person to violate any of the provisions of this act unless such 
violation is by this act or other law of this State declared to be a 
felony 

(6) Every person convicted of a misdemeanor for a violation of 
any of the provisions of this act for which another penalty is not 
provided shall for first conviction thereof be punished by a fine of 
not more than $100 or by imprisonment for not more than 10 days; 
for a second such conviction within 1 year theieafter such person 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than $200 or by imprison
ment for not more than 20 days or by both such fine and impris
onment; upon a third or subsequent conviction within 1 year after 
the first conviction such person shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $500 or by imprisonment for not more than 6 months or by 
both such fine and imprisonment 

S E C 152 Disposition of fines and forfeitures •—(a) A l l fines and 
forfeitures collected upon conviction or upon forfeiture of bail of 
any person chaiged with a violation of any of the provisions of this 
act constituting a misdemeanor shall be deposited in the treasury of 
the State (or the county, city, or town maintaining the court wherein 
such conviction or forfeiture was had) in a special fund to be known 
as the " highway-improvement fund ", which is hereby cieated, and 
which shall be used exclusively in the construction, maintenance, 
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and repair of public highways, bridges, and highway structures or 
for the installation and maintenance of traffic control devices thereon 
within such iespective jurisdictions 

(b) Failure, refusal, or neglect on the part of any judicial or 
othei officer or employee receiving or having custody of any such 
fine or forfeiture either before or after a deposit in said " highway-
improvement fund " to comply with the foregoing provisions of this 
section shall constitute misconduct in office and shall be ground for 
removal therefrom 

A R T I C L E X V I I I 

P A R T I E S , PROCEDURE U P O N AR R E S T , A N D REPORTS I N C R I M I N A L CA S E S 

S E C 153 Parties to a crime —Every person who commits, attempts 
to commit, conspires to commit, or aids or abets in the commission 
of, any act declared herein to be a crime, whether individually or in 
connection with one or more, other persons or as principal, agent, 
or accessory, shall be guilty of such offense, and every person who 
falsely, fraudulently, forcibly, or willfuly induces, causes, coerces, 
requires, permits, or diiects another to violate any provision of this 
act is likewise guilty of such offense 

S E C 154 Offenses by persons owning or controlling vehicles — 
I t is unlawful for the owner, or any other person, employing or 
otherwise directing the driver of any vehicle to require or knowingly 
to permit the operation of such vehicle upon a highway in any 
manner contrary to law 

S E C 155 When person arrested must be taken immediately before 
a magistrate—Whenever any peison is arrested for any violation of 
this act punishable as a misdemeanor, the ai rested person shall be 
immediately taken before a magistrate within the county in which 
the offense charged is alleged to have been committed and who has 
jurisdiction of such offense and is nearest or most accessible with 
reference to the place where said arrest is made, in any of the 
following cases: 

1 When a person arrested demands an immediate appearance 
before h magistrate; 

2 When the person is arrested and charged with an offense under 
this act causing or contributing to an accident resulting in injury 
oi death to any person ; 

3 When the peison is arrested upon a charge of negligent homi
cide; 

4 When the person is arrested upon a charge of driving while 
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs; 

| 5 When the person is arrested upon a charge of failure to stop 
in the event of an accident causing death, personal injuries, or 
damage to property 

6 In any other event wdien the person arrested refuses to give 
his written promise to appear in court as hereinafter provided 

S E C 156 When person arrested to be given 5 days' notice to 
appear in court — (a) Whenever a person is arrested for any viola
tion of this act punishable as a misdemeanor, and such person is not 
immediately taken before a magistrate as hereinbefore lequired, the 
arresting officer shall prepare in duplicate written notice to appear 
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in court containing the name and address of such person, the license 
number of his vehicle, if any, the offense charged, and the time and 
place when and where such person shall appear in court. 

(b) The time specified in said notice to appear must be at least 
5 days after such arrest unless the person arrested shall demand an 
earlier hearing 

(c) The place specified in said notice to appear must be before a 
magistrate within the township or county in which the offense 
charged is alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction 
of such offense 

(d) The ariested person in order to secure release, as provided 
in this section, must give his written promise so to appear in court 
by signing in duplicate the written notice prepared by the arresting 
officer The original of said notice shall be retained by said officers 
and the copy thereof delivered to the person arrested Thereupon, 
said officer shall forthwith release the person arrested from custody. 

(e) Any officer violating any of the provisions of this section shall 
be guilty of misconduct in office and shall be subject to lemoval from 
office 

S E C 157. Violation of promise to appear—(a) Any person will
fully violating his written promise to appear in court, given as pro
vided in this article, is guilty of a misdemeanor regardless of the 
disposition of the charge upon which he was originally arrested 

(b) A written promise to appear in court may be complied with 
by an appearance by counsel 
- S E C 158 Procedure prescribed herein not exclusive—The fore
going provisions of this article shall govern all police officers in 
making arrests without a warrant for violations of this act for 
offenses committed in their presence, but the procedure prescribed 
herein shall not otherwise be exclusive of any other method pre
scribed by law for the arrest and prosecution of a person for an 
offense of like grade 1 3 

S E C 159 Record of conviction inadmissible in a civil action —No 
record of the conviction of any person for any violation of this act 
shall be admissible as evidence in any court in any civil action 

S E C 160 Conviction for traffic violation not to affect credibility 
of witness —The conviction of a person upon a charge of violating 
any provision of this act or other traffic regulation less than a 
felony shall not affect or impair the credibility of such person as a 
witness in any civil or criminal proceeding 

S E C . 1 6 1 Convictions to be reported to department — (a) Every 
magistrate or judge of a court not of record and every clerk of a 
court of record shall keep a full record of every case in which a 
person is charged with any violation of this act or of any other law 
regulating the operation of vehicles on highways 

(b) Within 1 0 days after the conviction oi forfeiture of bail of 
a person upon a charge of violating any provision of this act or other 
law regulating the operation of vehicles on highways every said 
magistrate of the court or clerk of the court of record in which 
such conviction was had or bail was forfeited shall prepare and 

1 3 This provision is intended to make clear that complaints may be filed and warrants 
issued thereon as usually provided by criminal statutes 
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immediately forward to the department an abstract of the lecoid 
of said couit covering the case in which said person was so convicted 
or forfeited bail, which abstract must be certified by the person so 
required to prepare the same to be tiue and correct 

(o) Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished by the 
department and shall include the name and address of the party 
charged, the registration number of the vehicle involved, the nature 
of the offense, the date of hearing, the plea, the judgment, or whether 
bail forfeited and the amount of the fine or forfeiture as the case 
may be 

(d) Every court of record shall also forward a like report to the 
department upon the conviction of any person of manslaughter or 
other felony in the commission of which a vehicle was used 

(e) The failure, refusal, or neglect of any such judicial officer to 
comply with any of the requirements of this section shall constitute 
misconduct in office and shall be ground for removal therefrom 

( / ) The department shall keep all abstracts received hereunder 
at its main office and the same shall be open to public inspection 
during reasonable business hours 

A R T I C L E X I X 

E F F E C T OF A N D S H O R T T I T L E OF A C T 

S E C 162 Uniformity of interpretation—This act shall be so in
terpreted and construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make 
uniform the law of those States which enact it 

S E C 163 Short title —This act may be cited as the Uniform Act 
Regulating Traffic on Highways 

S E C 164 Constitutionality—If any part or parts of this act shall 
be held to be unconstitutional, such unconstitutionality shall not 
affect the validity of the remaining parts of this act The legis
lature hereby declares that it would have passed the remaining 
parts of this act if it had known that such part or parts thereof 
would be declared unconstitutional 

S E C 165 Repeal—The (existing statutes covering the same mat
ters as embraced in this act) are hereby repealed and all acts or parts 
of acts inconsistent with the piovisions of this act are hereby 
repealed 

S E O 166 Time of taking effect—This act shall take effect from 
and after the day of 

I 
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Table shotting source of present piovisions of act V of the Uniform Vehicle 
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[This act V regulating traffic on highways is a redraft of act IV published in 1930 The provisions of said 
act have been revised and amplified as indicated in the following table] 

Section and subdivision of act V as revised Source in act IV, section and subdivision 1 Explanation 

4a_. 
6... 
5a_. 
6... 

d, . 
1 0 - . 
11— 
12a.. 
6 -

/ — . 
13„ 
14— 
15— 
16s-
6 — 
17a-
6—-
e 
18— 
19— 
20— 
21— 
22— 
23 a 
t>— 

24. 
25,. 

27.. 
28.. 
29_. 
30.. 
31.. 
32.. 

33_. 
34-
35-
36.. 
37.. 

40. . 
41 . . 
4 2 -
43. 
44.. 
45._ 
46_. 
47. 
4 8 -

la 
1 6 — 
le._ 
Id _ 
New _ 
1/ -
If) 
1ft 
11 
y 
Ik 
11 
lm 
New. 

do__ -
lc 
New 
lid _ 
lcc _ _ __ 
In 
Model ordinance. 
New_ 
lo _ , 
New. 
lee 
lp 
19— -
lr 
Is _ 
New._ __. 
- - d o -
lu 
It 
1» 
1*. 
IV-
laa._ 
166 
New 
lz . _ 
1 w 
New 
2 a 

4 
N e w . . . 
- _do_. 
4 
5 
6 
7 

N e w . . . 
13 
14 
15 a . . . . 
15 6 . . . . 
15 c 
N e w . . . 
— do . 
16 
New . 
I, 7 . . . . 
IV, 16-
do 
I, 7 — 
IV, 16.. 
N e w . . . 

Identical 
Revised 

Do 
Identical. 

Do 
Do 
Do. 

Reworded 
Do 
Do. 

Revised 
Reworded 

Do 

Do 
Do 

Identical 

Do 

Do. 
Reworded 
Revised. 
Reworded 
Revised 

Do 
Do 

Identical 
Reworded 

Do 
Do 
Do 

Identical 

Reworded 
Do 

Do 

Reworded and 
amplified 

Identical 
Revised 

Do 
Do. 

Reworded 
Revised and 

amplified 

Revised 
D o 
D o 
Do, 

Do 

Do 

i Where the source is an act other than act IV, loman numerals indicate the act 



45 

Section and subdivision of act V as revised Source in act IV, section and subdivision Explanation 

4 9 . . . 
50 . . . 
5 1 . . . 
52 a. 
6 - . . . 
53 . . . 
54 . . . 
65 . . . 
56 . . . 
57 . . . 

59.. 
60.. 

61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
6 8 . . . . . . 
69 
Alt 69. 
70 
71 
72o 
6 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80s 

81... 
82a . 

c 
83... 
84a . 
6_... 
85... 

87.. 

90... 
91a . 
6-._. 
92... 

93... 
94... 
95a . 
6—. 

97a_. 
6___. 

99. . 
100.. 
101.. 
102.. 
103. 
104 
105.. 
106-

18. 
10 a 
20 
New 
21 _ _ 
22 
24 , 
25 , 
26 omitting 6_. 

29 a, 
29 c 
26 c, 30.. 

New 
27. _ 
316 _. 
32 
34. 
33a _ 

do 
336 first sentence . 
336 last sentence . 
New 
35a 
35c...._ 
356: 
New 
36a 
366, 37-
39. 
38a, 6 
38a, 6, 396 
40 
41 
42a. 

N e w . . . 
426. 
43a 

do.. 
N e w . . . 
44 

New. 
46 . . . . 
47 
476 . . . 

4 9 . . . . 
50a, c 
506 . 
New. 
51 

N e w . . . 
52 
53 
53 
56 
57 
N e w . . . 
54 
55 
N e w . . . 
— . d o . . 
. . . . d o . 
. . . . d o . 

586, c. 
58d.__. 

Reworded 
Revised 

Reworded 
Revised 
Reworded 

Do 

Revised 

Do. 
Revised and 

amplified 

Revised 
Amplified 
Reworded 

Do 

Revised 

Reworded 
Do 

58«_. 

Do. 
Revised 

Reworded and 
amplified 

Revised 
Reworded 

Do 

Amplified 
Reworded 

Do. 
Revised 

Revised and 
amplified 

Amplified 
Revised. 
Identical 
Reworded 

Revised 
Do. 

Revised and 
amplified 

Do. 
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(5) Farm tractor.—Every motor vehicle designed and used pri
marily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, 
and other implements of husbandry. 

(c) Road tractor.—Every motor vehicle designed and used for 
drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry any load 
thereon either independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle 
or load so drawn. 

S E C . 4. (a) Trailer.—Every vehicle without motive power designed 
for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor 
vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon 
the towing vehicle. 

(6) Semitrailer.—Every vehicle without motive power designed 
for carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor 
vehicle and so constructed that some part of its weight and that 
of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle. 

S E C . 5, (a) Pneumatic tire.—Every tire in which compressed air 
is designed to support the load. 

(b) Solid tire.—Every tire of rubber or other resilient material 
which does not depend upon compressed air for the support of the 
load. 

(c) Metal tire.—Every tire the surface of which in contact with 
the highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard nonresilient 
material. 

S E C . 6. (a) Railroad.—A carrier of persons or property upon 
cars, other than street cars, operated upon stationary rails. 

(b) Railroad train.—A steam engine, electric or other motor, with 
or without cars coupled thereto, operated upon rails, except street 
cars. 

(c) Street car.—A car other than a railroad train for transporting 
persons or property and operated upon rails principally within a 
municipality. 

S E C . 7. (a) Explosives.—Any chemical compound or mechanical 
mixture that is commonly used or intended for the purpose of pro
ducing an explosion and which contains any oxidizing and combus-
tive units or other ingredients in such proportions, quantities, or 
packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by per
cussion, or by detonator of. any part of the compound or mixture 
may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the 
resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructible 
effects on contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb. 

(b) Flammable liquid.—Any liquid which has a flash point of 
•70° F., or less, as determined by a tabliabue or equivalent closed cup 
test device. 

SUBDIVISION I I . — G O V E R N M E N T A L AG E N C I E S , PERSONS, O W N E R S , E T C . , 
D E F I N E D 

S E C . 8. (a) Commissioner.—The commissioner of motor vehicles 
of this State. 

(b) Department.—The department of motor vehicles of this State 
acting directly or through its duly authorized officers and agents. 

S E C . 9. (a) Person.—Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 
association, or corporation. 

(b) Pedestrian.—Any person afoot. 


