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F O R E W O R D 

The foundation of uniform traffic regulation is the state law. 
The proposed Act here presented is one of four Acts which consti­
tute the Uniform Vehicle Code proposed for state enactment. 

The Code was originally prepared in .1925-26 by the Committee 
on Uniformity of Laws and Regulations of the National Con­
ference on Street and Highway Safety in cooperation with a com­
mittee of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws. It adopted many provisions of existing state laws, 
a thorough study of which had previously been made. 

The proposed Code was considered in detail and certain revi­
sions were made by the Second National Conference on Street 
and Highway Safety, March 23-24-25, 1-926, which was partici­
pated in by delegates from every state in the Union, including 
official delegates appointed by the Governors of forty-three states. 
It was subsequently endorsed by the Commissioners on Uniform 
State Laws and the American Bar Association. 

President Hoover , as Chairman of the National Conference on 
Street and Highway Safety when the Code was originally drafted 
in 1926, said: 

"This proposed Code was formulated with the widest coopera­
tion of those having understanding and experience in these mat­
ters, with a view to advancing uniformity in our traffic laws and 
regulations. The urgency of such action requires no emphasis 
from me. It has been demanded from every state in the Union. 
Without uniformity in essential laws and regulations, reduction 
in loss o f life, personal injury and property damage upon our 
streets and highways is virtually impossible." 

The Code has been adopted in whole or substantial part, or has 
been used as the basis for revision of existing motor vehicle laws, 
by approximately half o f the states. A substantial number o f 
cities and towns have also adopted the Model Municipal Traffic 
Ordinance based on the Code, and two states, N e w Jersey and 
Wisconsin, have incorporated most of the Ordinance in their 
state laws. 

Thus there has been developed considerable experience in the 
actual operation of the Code and Ordinance. During 1929 and 
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4 UNIFORM MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION ACT 

1930 the Committee on Uniform Traffic Regulation has reviewed 
them in the light of this experience and of changed traffic condi­
tions. The Committee finds that both Code and Ordinance have 
proved distinctly successful, but recommends certain changes to 
meet present conditions more fully. The amended A c t I (Uni­
form Motor Vehicle Registration A c t ) is here presented. 

Explanatory notes setting forth the purpose of each provision 
follow the text of the Act. 

ROBERT P . L A M O N T , 

Secretary of Commerce, 
Washington, D . C . Chairman. 

May 6, 193<1 
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Title of Act 

A n Act to require the registration of motor vehicles, trailers 
and semi-trailers and to require the payment of fees thereupon 
and to require report to be made of any accident involving a 
vehicle and to impose certain duties and obligations upon the own­
ers of motor vehicles rented without drivers, and to prevent the 
taking, transfer of or injury to any vehicle without the consent 
of the owner; to provide for the office of vehicle commissioner 
and a department of motor vehicles and their powers and duties 
hereunder; to regulate court procedure in certain civil actions 
arising,under this act; to provide penalties for violations o f this 
act and to make uniform the law relating to the subject matter 
of this act. 
Be it Enacted . . . 

A R T I C L E I 

D E F I N I T I O N OF T E R M S 

SECTION 1. [Definitions.] 

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall, 
for the purpose of this act, have the meanings respectively ascribed 
to them in this section except in those instances where the context 
clearly indicates a different meaning. 

( a ) "Vehicle." Every device in, upon or by which any person 
or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public 
highway, excepting devices moved by human power or used 
exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

( b ) "Motor Vehicle." Every vehicle, as herein denned, which 
is self-propelled. 

( c ) "Motorcycle." Every motor vehicle designed to travel 
on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, except 
any such vehicle as may be included within the term "tractor" 
as herein defined. 

(d) - "Truck Tractor.". Every motor vehicle designed and 
used primarily for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed 
as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle 
and load so drawn. 
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( e ) "Farm Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used 
primarily as a farm implement for drawing plows, mowing 
machines and other implements of husbandry. 

( f ) "Road Tractor." Every motor vehicle designed and used 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry 
any load thereon independently or any part of the weight of a 
vehicle or load so drawn. 

( g ) "Trailer:'' Every vehicle without motive power designed 
to carry property or passengers wholly on its own structure and 
to be drawn by a motor vehicle. 

( h ) "Semi-trailer." Every vehicle of the trailer type so de­
signed and used in conjunction with a motor vehicle that some 
part of its own weight and that of its own load rests upon or is 
carried by another vehicle. 

( i ) "Specially Constructed Vehicle." Any vehicle which shall 
not have been originally constructed under a distinctive name, 
make, model or type by a generally recognized manufacturer of 
vehicles. 

( j ) "Essential Parts." All integral parts and body parts, the-
removal, alteration or substitution of which will tend to conceal 
the identity or substantially alter the appearance of the vehicle. 

( k ) "Reconstructed Vehicle." Any vehicle which shall have 
been assembled or constructed largely by means of essential 
parts, new or used, derived from other vehicles or makes of 
vehicles of various names, models and types, or which, if origi­
nally otherwise constructed, shall have been materially altered 
by the removal of essential parts or by the addition or substitu­
tion of essential parts, new or used, derived from other vehicles 
or makes of vehicles. 

( 1 ) "Foreign Vehicle" Every motor vehicle, trailer or semi­
trailer which shall be brought into this state otherwise than in 
the ordinary course of business by or through a manufacturer 
or dealer and which has not been registered in this state. • 

( m ) "Pneumatic Tires." All tires inflated with compressed air. 

( n ) "Solid Rubber Tire" Every tire made of rubber other 
than a pneumatic tire. 
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( o ) "Metal Tires." All tires the surface of which in contact 
with the highway is wholly or partly of metal or other hard, 
non-resilient material. 

( p ) "Person." Every natural person, firm, copartnership, 
association or corporation. 

(q) "Owner." A person who holds the legal title of a vehicle 
or in the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the 
conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon 
performance of the conditions stated in the agreement and 
with an immediate right of possession vested in the conditional 
vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is 
entitled to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or 
mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this 
act. 

( r ) "Non-resident." Every person who is not a resident of 
this state. 

( s ) "Manufacturer," Every person engaged in the business 
of manufacturing motor vehicles, trailers,- or semi-trailers. 

( t ) "Dealer." Every person engaged in the business of buy­
ing, selling, or exchanging motor vehicles, trailers or semi­
trailers in this state and having- an established place of business 
in this state. 

( u ) "Highway." Every way or place of whatever nature open 
to the use of the public as a matter of right for purposes of 
vehicular travel. The term "highway" shall not be deemed to 
include a roadway or driveway upon grounds owned- by private 
persons, colleges, universities or other institutions. 

( v ) "Department." The vehicle department o f this state act­
ing directly or through, its duly authorized officers and agents. 

( w ) "Commissioner." The vehicle commissioner of this state. 

A R T I C L E II 

V E H I C L E C O M M I S S I O N E R 

SECTION 2. [Vehicle Commissioner.) 

There is hereby created the office of vehicle commissioner, the 
holder of the office to organize and be in charge of the vehicle 
department of this state and to be appointed by [or elected]. 
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A L T E R N A T E PROVISION 

SECTION 2. [ ( ) to Perform Duties of Vehicle Commissioner.] 
The [insert state authority having charge o f the registration 

of vehicles] is hereby designated as the vehicle commissioner of 
this state; and he shall have all powers and perform such duties 
as are herein imposed upon the vehicle commissioner. 

Note to Sec. 2. 
The National Conference on Street and Highway Safety recom­

mended the creation of a separate department or bureau in each 
state io register vehicles and enforce the vehicle act. 

At present the Secretary of State performs the duties of vehicle 
registrar in Ariz., Colo., Del., Ga., Idaho, III., Ind., Kan., La., 
Mich., Minn., Nev., Ohio, Ore., S. Dak., Utah, Vt„ Wis., Wyo. 

The office of commissioner or registrar of motor vehicles has 
been created in Calif., Conn., Ia., Md., Mass., N. H., N. Y., N. Dak., 
Pa., Va., Wash. . 

The 'Department of Public Works, State Highway Commission 
or an officer thereof',.registers vehicles and enforces the motor vehi­
cle laws in Ark., Mc. Ncbr., Okla., R. I., S. C, Tenn., Tc.w, 
W. Va. 

The remaining states designate the following boards or officers: 
Ala., State Tax Comm.; Dist, of Columbia, Board of Commission­
ers (Director of Traffic); Fla., State Comptroller; Ky., State Tax 
Comm.; Miss., State Auditor; Mont., Warden of-State Peniten­
tiary; N.' Mex., State Comptroller; N. Car., Commissioner of 
Revenue. 

SECTION 3. [Duties of Department and Vehicle Commissioner.) 
( a ) It shall be the duty of the department and all officers 

thereof to enforce the provisions of this act. 
( b ) The vehicle commissioner is hereby authorized to adopt 

and enforce such administrative rules and regulations and to 
designate such agencies as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this act. He shall also provide suitable forms for 
applications, registration cards, license number plates and all 
other forms requisite for the purposes of this act. and shall pre­
pay all transportation charges thereon. 

SECTION 4. [Officers of Department.) 

The vehicle commissioner shall maintain an office in [the state 
capitol] and in such other places in the state as he shall deem 
necessary, properly to carry out the provisions of this act. 
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SECTION 5. [Records of Department.] 

All registration and license records in the offices of the depart­
ment shall be public records and open to inspection by the public 
during business hours. 

SECTION 6. [Publication or Posting of Records.] 

The department, as often as practicable but at least once each 
month, shall either publish or post upon public bulletin boards 
in each of its offices a record of stolen and recovered motor vehicles 
and of suspensions and revocations of 'operators' and chauffeurs' 
licenses and shall furnish copies of such records to the police depart­
ments and sheriffs' offices throughout the state, and shall forward 
copies of stolen and recovered motor vehicle records to the vehicle 
commissioner of each state. 

SECTION 7. [Accident Statistics and Reports.] 

( a ) The department shall prepare and may simply to police 
and sheriffs' offices and other suitable agencies forms for accident 
reports calling for sufficiently detaited information to disclose 
with reference to a highway accident the cause, conditions then 
existing and the persons and vehicles involved. 

( b ) The department shall receive accident reports required 
to be made by law and shall tabulate and analyze such reports 
and publish annually or at more frequent intervals statistical 
information based thereon as to the number, cause and location 
of highway accidents. 

( c ) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting 
in injuries or death to any person or property damage to an 
apparent extent of fifty dollars or more shall, within twenty-
four hours, forward a report of such accident to the department. 
Whenever the original report is insufficient in the opinion of the 
department, it may require drivers involved in accidents, or 
police departments, to file supplemental reports of accidents upon 

. forms furnished by it. All accident reports made to the depart­
ment or to any city department under local ordinance shall be 
without prejudice, shall be for the information of the depart­
ment and shall not be open to public inspection. The fact that 
such reports have been so made, shall be admissible in evidence 
solely to prove a compliance with this section, but no such report 
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or any part thereof or statement contained therein shall be ad­
missible in evidence for any other purpose in any trial, civil or 

. criminal, arising out of such accident. 
Any incorporated city may require that the driver of a vehicle 

involved in an accident shall file with a designated city depart­
ment a copy of any report required by this section to be filed 
with the state authorities. 

. A R T I C L E III 

•REGISTRATION OF M O T O R V E H I C L E S , T R A I L E R S 

A N D S E M I - T R A I L E R S 

SECTION 8. [Owner to Secure Registration.] 

Every owner of a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer intended 
to be operated upon any highway in this state shall, before the 
same is so operated, apply to the department for and obtain the 
registration thereof, except the owner of any vehicle which is 
exempted by Section 9 and except, also, when an owner is per­
mitted to operate a vehicle under the special provisions relating 
to Hen holders, manufacturers, dealers and non-residents contained 
in Sections 17 ( d ) , 18 and 20 of this act. 

Note to Sec. 8. 
A subsection (b), included in the draft submitted to the National 

Conference on Street and Highway Safety, was stricken out by vote 
of the Conference as undesirable, but is restated in this note^ for the 
benefit of any state which feels that a temporary automobile permit 
is necessary:— 

"(b) The Department may make and enforce regulations provid­
ing that upon proper application for the registration of a vehicle, 
either new or after a transfer, such vehicle may be operated upon 
the highways under a temporary permit issued by the department or 
a duplicate application carried in the vehicle or when purchased 
from a dealer then under dealers' plates issued under Section 18 of 
this act, pending the granting or refusal of complete registration, 
and receipt of registration number plates." 

Many states now provide for issuing temporary permits pending 
complete registration or operation of new vehicle under dealers' 
plates for limited period. States so providing include Colo., Conn., 
Fla., Idaho, III., Ind., Ia., Kans., La., Me., Mass., Mo., N. H., 
N. Y., Utah, Vt. and Wyo. 
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SECTION 9. [Exempt from Registration.] 

Farm tractors, road rollers and road machinery temporarily 
operated or moved upon the highways need not be registered under 
this act. 

SECTION 10. [Application for Registration.] 

( a ) Application for the registration of a vehicle required to 
be registered hereunder shall be made by the owner thereof 
upon the appropriate form approved or furnished by the depart­
ment and every application shall be signed by the owner and 
contain his residence address and a brief description of the ve­
hicle to be registered, including" the name of the maker, the 
engine and serial number whether new or used and the last 
license number if known and the state in which issued and, upon 
the registration of a new vehicle, the date of sale by the manu­
facturer or dealer to the person first operating such vehicle. 
The application shall contain such other information as may 
be required by the department. 

( b ) In the event that the vehicle, for which registration is 
applied, is a specially constructed, reconstructed or foreign 
vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application, and with 
reference to every foreign vehicle which has been registered 
theretofore outside of this state, the owner shall exhibit to the 
department the certificate of title and registration card or other 
evidence of such former registration as may be in the applicant's 
possession or control or such other evidence as will satisfy the 
department that the applicant is the lawful owner or possessor 
of the vehicle. 

( c ) In the event that the owner of a motor vehicle for which 
registration is applied rents or intends to rent such motor vehicle 
without a driver, such fact shall be stated in the application and 
the department shall not register such vehicle until and unless 
the owner shall agree to carry insurance or cause insurance to be 
carried as provided in Section 23 of this act or if the owner shall 
fail to make such agreement until and unless the owner shall 
demonstrate to the department his financial ability to respond 
in damages as fol lows: 
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( 1 ) If he apply for registration of one motor vehicle, in 
the sum of at least five thousand dollars for any one person 
injured or killed and in the sum of ten thousand dollars for 
any number more than one injured or killed in any one acci­
dent ; 

( 2 ) If he apply for the registration of more than one motor 
vehicle, then in the foregoing sums for one motor vehicle and 
five thousand dollars additional for each motor vehicle in 
excess of one ; but it shall be sufficient for the owner to demon­
strate his ability to respond in damages in the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars for any number of motor vehicles. 

The department shall cancel the registration of any motor vehi­
cle rented without a driver whenever the department ascertains 
that the owner has failed or is unable to comply with the require­
ments of this sub-division ( c ) . 

SECTION 11. [Register of Applicants to be Kept by Department.] 
The department shall file each application received, and when 

satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity thereof, and that 
the applicant is entitled thereto, shall register the vehicle therein 
described and the owner thereof in suitable books or on index cards 
as fo l lows: 

1. Under a distinctive registration number assigned to the 
vehicle and to the owner thereof hereinafter referred to as the 
registration number; 

2. Alphabetically under the name of the owner; 
3. Numerically and alphabetically under the engine and serial 

number and name of the vehicle. 

SECTION 12, [Registration Cards.] 

( a ) The department, upon registering a vehicle, shall issue 
to the owner a registration card which shall contain upon the 
face thereof the date issued, the registration number assigned 
to the owner and to the vehicle, the name and address of the 
owner, also a description of the registered vehicle, including the 
engine number thereof, and with reference to every new vehicle 
hereafter sold in this state, the date o f sale by the manufacturer 
or dealer to the person first operating such vehicle and such 
other statement of facts as may be determined by the department. 
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( b ) The registration card shall contain upon the reverse side 
a form for endorsement of notice to the department upon trans­
fer of the vehicle. 

( c ) The owner, upon receiving the registration card, shall 
sign the usual signature or name of such owner with pen and ink 
in the space provided upon the face of such card. 

SECTION 13. [Registration Card to be Carried.] 

The registration card issued for a vehicle required to be regis­
tered hereunder shall at all times while the vehicle is being operated 
upon a highway within this state be in the possession of the operator 
or chauffeur thereof or carried in the vehicle and subject to inspec­
tion by any peace officer. 

SECTION 14. [Number Plates to be Furnished' by Department.] 

( a ) The department shall also furnish to every owner whose 
vehicle shall be registered one number plate for a motorcycle or 
semi-trailer and two number plates for every other motor vehicle 
and trailer. The [Commissioner] shall have authority to require 
the return to the department of all number plates upon termina­
tion of the lawful use thereof by the owner, under this act. 

( b ) Every number plate shall have displayed upon it the 
registration number assigned to the vehicle and to the owner 
thereof, also the name of this state which may be abbreviated 
and the year number for which it is issued. Such'plate and the 
required letters and numerals thereon, except the year number 
for which issued, shall be of sufficient size to be plainly readable 
from a distance of one hundred feet during daylight. 

( c ) The department shall issue for every passenger motor 
vehicle, rented without a driver, the same type of number plates 
as the type of plates issued for private passenger vehicles. 

SECTION 15. .[Display of Plates.] 

( a ) Number plates assigned to a trailer and to a motor vehicle 
other than a motorcycle shall be attached thereto, one in front 
and the other in the rear. The number plate assigned to a motor­
cycle or semi-trailer shall be attached to the rear thereof. Num­
ber plates shall be so displayed during the current registration 
year, except as otherwise provided in Section 17. 
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( b ) Every number plate shall at all times be securely fastened 
to the vehicle to which it is assigned so as to prevent the plate 
from swinging and at a height not less than twelve inches from 
the ground, measuring from the bottom of such plate, in a place 
and position to be clearly visible, and shall be maintained free 
from foreign materials and in a condition to be clearly legible. 

SECTION'16 . [Renewal of Registration.] 
( a ) Every vehicle registration under this act shall expire 

December thirty-first each year and shall be renewed annually 
upon application by the owner and by payment of the fees re­
quired by law, such renewal to take effect on the first day of 
January each year. 

( b ) A n owner; who has made proper application for renewal 
of registration of a vehicle previous to January first but who 
has not received the number plates, plate or registration card 
for the ensuing year shall be entitled to operate or permit the 
operation of such vehicle upon the highways upon displaying 
thereon the number plates or plate issued for the preceding year 
for such time to be prescribed by the department as it may find 
necessary for issuance of such new plates. 

SECTION 17. [Registration Expires on Transfer.] 

( a ) Whenever the owner of a vehicle registered under the fore­
going provisions of this act transfers or assigns his title or interest 
thereto the registration of such vehicle shall expire and such owner 
shall remove the number plates therefrom and forward the same 
to the department or may have such plates and the registration 
number thereon assigned to another vehicle upon payment of the 
fees required by law and subject to the rules and regulations of 
the department. 

ALTERNATE PROVISION 

SECTION 17 ( a ) . 

( ( a ) Whenever the owner of a vehicle registered under the 
foregoing provisions of this act transfers or assigns his title or 
interest thereto, the registration of such vehicle, together with 
the number plates originally assigned thereto, shall be transferred 
to the transferee as hereinafter provided. The number plates 
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originally assigned to the vehicle must remain attached thereto 
until the end of the current registration year.) 

Note to Sec. 17 (a). 
The National Conference on Street and Highway Safety and the 

National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
recommends that Sec. 17 {a) be adopted as first appearing in this 
Act, as it renders identification of the owner of a motor vehicle more 
positive than the alternate section. However, in some states in 
which certificate of title lazvs are not in force, it may be deemed de­
sirable to adopt the alternate section. 

In the event that Alternate Sec. 17 ( a ) is adopted, the following 
changes should also be made in the Uniform Motor Vehicle Regis­
tration Act to perfect the application of Alternate Sec. 17 (a) to the 

remainder of the Act: 
Section 15 Paragraph (a): 
Strike out the, final clause reading as follows: 

"except as otherwise provided in Section 17" 

Section 17 Paragraph (c) 
should be amended to read as follows: 

"(c) The Department on receipt of such registration card bear­
ing the endorsement of the name and address of the transferee, shall 
at once enter record transferring to the name of the transferee, the 
registration number appearing on the said registration card and the 
number plates corresponding thereto, and shall forward to the trans­
feree a new registration card after the usual manner and bearing 
the registration number thereby transferred to his name" 

Section 17 Paragraph (d) 
Following the word "obtain" in the 8th line of said section, insert 

the words: 
"proper transfer to himself of] 

( b ) A n owner upon transferring a registered vehicle shall 
endorse the name and address to the transferee and the date of 
transfer upon the reverse side of the registration card issued for 
such vehicle and shall immediately forward such card to the de­
partment. 

( c ) The transferee, before operating or permitting the opera­
tion of such vehicle upon a highway, shall apply and obtain the 
registration thereof as upon an original registration, except as 
provided in Section 18. In the event the department does not 
receive the former registration card properly endorsed, as pro-
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vided in subsection ( b ) , the department may reregister the vehi­
cle provided it is satisfied a~s to the genuineness and regularity 
of the transfer. 

( d ) In the event of the transfer by operation of law of the 
title or interest of an owner in and to a vehicle as upon inherit­
ance, devise or bequest, order in bankruptcy or insolvency, exe­
cution sale, repossession upon default in performing the terms 
of a lease or executory sales contract, or otherwise, the registra­
tion thereof shall expire and the vehicle shall not be operated 
upon the highways until and unless the person entitled thereto 
shall apply for and obtain the registration thereof, except that 
an administrator, executor, trustee or other representative of the 
owner, or a sheriff or other officer, or any person repossessing 
the vehicle under the terms of a conditional sale contract, lease, 
chattel mortgage or other security agreement, or the assignee 
or legal representative of any such person may operate or cause 
to be operated any vehicle upon the highways for a distance not 
exceeding seventy-five miles from the place of repossession or 
place where formerly kept by the owner to a garage, warehouse 
or other place of keeping or storage, either upon displaying upon 
such vehicle the number plates issued to the former owner or 
without number plates attached thereto but under a written per­
mit first obtained from the department or the local police authori­
ties having jurisdiction over such highways and upon displaying 
in plain sight upon such vehicle a placard bearing the name 
and address of the person authorizing and directing such move­
ment, and plainly readable from a distance of one hundred feet 
during daylight. 

SECTION 1 8 . [Registration by Manufacturers and Dealers.] 

( a ) A manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles, trailers or 
semi-trailers, owning or operating any such vehicle upon any 
highway in lieu of registering each such vehicle may obtain from 
the department upon application therefor upon the proper official 
form and payment of the fees required by law and attach to 
each such vehicle one or duplicate number plates, as required 
for different classes of vehicles by Section 14 ( a ) , which plate 
or set of plates shall each bear thereon a distinctive number. 
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also the name of this state, which may be abbreviated, and the 
year for which issued, together with the word "dealer" or a 
distinguishing symbol indicating that such plate or plates are 

. issued to a manufacturer or dealer, and any such plates so issued 
may, during the calendar year for which issued, be transferred 
from one such vehicle to another owned or operated by such 
manufacturer or dealer, who shall keep a written record of the 
vehicles upon which such dealers' number plates are used and 
the time during which each set of plates is used on a particular 
vehicle, which record shall be open to inspection by any police 
officer or any officer or employee of the department. 

( b ) N o manufacturer of or dealer in motor vehicles, trailers 
or semi-trailers shall cause or permit any such vehicle owned 
by such person to be operated or moved upon a public highway 
without there being displayed upon such vehicle a number plate 
or plates issued to such person, either under Section 14 or under 
this section, except as otherwise authorized in subdivision ( c ) 
or ( d ) of this section. 

( c ) Any manufacturer of motor vehicles, trailers or semi­
trailers may operate or move or cause to be operated or moved 
upon the highways for a distance of [seventy-five] miles or for 
such further distance as may be authorized by the [Commis­
sioner] any such vehicle, from the factory where manufactured, 
to a railway depot, vessel or place of shipment or delivery with­
out registering the same and without number plates attached 
thereto under a written permit first obtained from the local 
police authorities having jurisdiction over such highways and 
upon displaying in plain sight upon each such vehicle a placard 
bearing the name and address of the manufacturer authorizing 
or directing such movement, and plainly readable from a distance 
of one hundred feet during daylight. 

( d ) Any dealer in motor vehicles, trailers or semi-trailers may 
operate or move, or cause to be operated or moved, any such vehi­
cle upon the highways for a distance of [twenty-five miles,] or 
for such further distance as may be authorized by the [Com­
missioner] from a vessel, railway depot, warehouse or any place 
of shipment to a sales room, warehouse or place of shipment, or 
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trans-shipment without registering such vehicle and without 
number plates attached thereto, under a written permit first 
obtained from the local police authorities having jurisdiction 
over such highways and upon displaying in plain sight upon 
each such vehicle a placard bearing the name and address of 
the dealer authorizing and directing such movement, and 
plainly readable from a distance of one hundred feet during 
daylight. 

( e ) For the purpose of this section the term dealer shall in­
clude every person engaged in the purchase, discount or other 
acquisition o f conditional sale contracts, leases, chattel mortgages 
or other security agreements arising from the sale of motor ve­
hicles, and every said person shall be entitled to obtain dealers' 
plates for use only upon repossessed motor vehicles and only for 
purposes of transporting or demonstrating said motor vehicles 
until a sale thereof. 

SECTION 1 9 . [Manufacturer to Give Notice of Sale or Transfer.] 

Every manufacturer or dealer, upon transferring a motor vehicle, 
trailer or semi-trailer, whether by sale, lease or otherwise, to any 
person other than a manufacturer or dealer, shall immediately give 
written notice of such transfer to the department upon the official 
form provided by the department. Every such notice shall con­
tain the date of such transfer, the names and addresses of the 
transferor and transferee and such description of the vehicle as 
may be called for in such official form. 

SECTION 2 0 . [Registration by Non-Residents.] 

( a ) A non-resident owner, except as otherwise provided in 
this section, owning any foreign vehicle which has been duly 
registered for the current calendar year in the state, country 
or other place of which the owner is a resident and which at all 
times when operated in this state has displayed upon it the num­
ber plate or plates issued for such vehicle in the place o f resi­
dence of such owner, may operate or permit the operation of 

. such vehicle within this state without registering such vehicle 
or paying any -fees to this state. 

( b ) A non-resident owner of a foreign vehicle operated within 
this state for the transportation of persons or property for com-
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pensation or for the transportation of merchandise, either regu­
larly according to a schedule or for a consecutive period ex­
ceeding thirty days, shall register such vehicle and pay the same 
fees therefor as is required with reference to like vehicles owned 
by residents of this state. 

( c ) Every non-resident, including any foreign corporation 
carrying on business within this state and owning and regularly 
operating in such business any motor vehicle, trailer or semi­
trailer within this state, shall be required to register each such 
vehicle and pay the same fees therefor as is required with refer­
ence to like vehicles owned by residents of this state. 

SECTION 21. [Lost Certificates or Number Plates—Duplicates to 
be Obtained.] 

In the event that any number plate or registration card issued 
hereunder shall be lost, mutilated or shall have become illegible, 
the person who is entitled thereto shall make immediate applica­
tion for and obtain a duplicate or substitute therefor upon furnish­
ing information of such fact satisfactory to the department and 
upon payment o f the required fees. 

SECTION 22. [Department to Suspend Registration Upon Notice 
of Theft or Embezzlement..] 

Whenever the owner o f any motor vehicle, trailer or semi­
trailer which is stolen or embezzled files an affidavit alleging either 
said fact with the department it shall immediately suspend the 
registration o f such vehicle and shall not transfer the registration 
of or reregister such vehicle until such time as it shall be notified 
that the owner has recovered such vehicle, but notices given as 
heretofore provided shall be effective only during the current reg­
istration year in which given, but if during such year such vehicle 
is not recovered a new affidavit may be filed with like effect during 
the ensuing year. Every owner who has filed an affidavit of theft 
or embezzlement must immediately notify the department of the 
recovery of such vehicle. 

SECTION 23. [Ozvners of For Rent Cars Liable for Negligence of 
Drivers.] 
( a ) The owner of a motor vehicle engaged in the business of 

renting motor vehicles without drivers, who rents any such vehi-
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cle without a driver to.another, otherwise than as a part of a 
bona fide transaction involving the sale of such motor vehicle, 
permitting the renter to operate the vehicle upon the highways 
and who does not carry or cause to be carried public liability 
insurance in an insurance company or companies approved by 
the insurance commissioner of this state insuring the renter 
against liability arising out of his negligence in the operation 
of such rented vehicle in limits of not less than $5,000 for any 
one person injured or killed and $10,000 for any number more 
than one injured or killed in any one accident and against lia­
bility of the renter for property damage in the limit of not less 
than $1,000 for one accident, shall be jointly and severally liable 
with the renter.for any damages caused by the negligence of 
the latter in operating the vehicle and for any damages caused 
by the negligence of any person operating the vehicle by or 
with the permission of the person so renting the vehicle from 
the owner, except that the foregoing provisions shall not confer 
any right of action-upon any passenger in any such rented vehicle 
as against the owner, but nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to prevent the introduction as a defense of [com­
parative o r ] contributory negligence to the extent to which such 
defense is allowed in other cases. Such policy of insurance 
shall inure to the benefit of any person operating the vehicle by 
or with the permission o f the person so renting the vehicle in 
the same manner and under the same conditions and to the same 
extent as to the renter. The insurance policy or policies above 
referred to need not cover any liability incurred by the renter 
of any vehicle to any passenger in such vehicle provided the 
owner upon renting any such vehicle without driver to another 
shall give to the renter a written notice of the fact that such 
policy or policies do not cover the liability which the renter 
may incur on account of his negligence in the operation of such 
vehicle to any passenger in such vehicle. 

When any suit or action is brought against the owner under 
this section, it shall be the duty of the judge or court before 
whom the case is pending to cause a preliminary hearing to be 
had in the absence of the jury for the purpose of determining 
whether the owner has provided or caused to be provided insur-
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ance covering the renter in the limits above mentioned. When­
ever it appears that the owner has provided or caused-to be 
provided insurance covering the renter in the sums above men­
tioned, it shall be the duty of the judge or court to dismiss as 
to the owner the action brought under this section. 

( b ) It shall be unlawful for the owner of any motor vehicle 
engaged in the business of renting motor vehicles without 
drivers, to rent a motor vehicle without a driver, otherwise than 
as a part of a bona fide transaction involving the sale of such 
motor vehicle, unless he shall have previously notified the de­
partment of the intention to so rent such vehicle and shall have 
complied with the requirements as to the showing of his financial 
responsibility as provided in Section 10 ( c ) of this act. 

SECTION 24. [Owner of For Rent Cars to Maintain Records.] 
Every person engaged in the business of renting motor vehicles 

without drivers who shall rent any such vehicle without a driver, 
otherwise than as a part of a bona fide transaction involving the 
sale of such motor vehicle, shall maintain a record of the identity 
of the person to whom the vehicle is rented and the exact time the 
vehicle is the subject of such rental or in possession of the person 
renting and having the use of the vehicle and every such record 
shall be a public record and open to inspection by any person and 
it shall be a misdemeanor for any such owner to fail to make or 
have in possession or to refuse an inspection of the record required 
in this section. If the [Commissioner] prescribes a form for the 
keeping of the record provided for in this section, the owner shall 
use said form. 

A R T I C L E I V 

R E F U S A L OR C A N C E L L A T I O N OF REGISTRATIONS A N D 

V I O L A T I O N S OF PROVISIONS R E L A T I N G T H E R E T O 

SECTION 25. [When Registration Shall be Refused.] 

The department shall not grant an application for the registra­
tion of a vehicle in any of the following events: 

( a ) When the applicant therefor is not entitled thereto under 
the provisions of this act. 
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( b ) When the applicant has neglected or refused to furnish 
the department with the information required in the appropriate 
official form or reasonable additional information required by 
the department. 

( c ) When the fees required therefor by law have not been 
paid. 

SECTION 2 6 . [When Registration Shall be Rescinded.] 

( a ) The department shall rescind and cancel the registration 
of any vehicle which the department shall determine is unsafe 
or unlit to be operated or is not equipped as required by law. 

( b ) The department shall rescind and cancel the registration 
of a vehicle whenever the person to whom the registration card 
or registration number plates therefor have been issued shall 
make or permit to be made any unlawful use of the same or 
permit the use thereof by a person not entitled thereto. 

SECTION 27. [Violations of Registration Prozrisions.] 

It shall be unlawful for any person to commit any of the follow­
ing acts: 

First. T o operate or for the owner thereof knowingly to per­
mit the operation upon a highway of any motor vehicle, trailer or 
semi-trailer which is not registered or which does not have at­
tached thereto and displayed thereon the number of plate or plates 
assigned thereto by the department for the current registration 
year, subject to the exemption allowed in sections 17 ( d ) , 18 and 
2 0 of this act. 

Second. T o display or cause or permit to be displayed or to 
have in possession any registration card, or registration number 
plate knowing the same to be fictitious or to have been cancelled, 
revoked, suspended or altered. 

Third. T o lend to or knowingly permit the use by one not en­
titled thereto any registration card or registration number plate 
issued to the person so lending or permitting the use thereof. 

Fourth. T o fail or refuse to surrender to the department, upon 
demand, any registration card or registration number plate which 
has been suspended, cancelled or revoked as in this act provided. 



UNIFORM MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION ACT 2 5 

Fifth. T o use a false or fictitious name or address in any appli­
cation for the registration of any vehicle or for any renewal or 
duplicate thereof, or knowingly to make a false statement or know­
ingly to conceal a material fact or otherwise commit a fraud in any 
such application. 

A R T I C L E V 

REGISTRATION FEES 

SECTION 2 8 . [Registration Fees.] 

There shall be paid to the department for the registration of 
motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers, fees according to the fol­
lowing schedule: 

Note to Sec. 28. 

The revenue provision of the vehicle statutes vary both as to 
character of fees imposed and amounts, and as such revenue meas­
ures have no relation to safety on highways the draft does not sug­
gest what fees shall be imposed. 

This title in outline is included upon request that the draft indi­
cate the appropriate place wherein registration fees may be incor­
porated by each state upon adopting the Uniform Act. 

SECTION 2 9 . [Exempt from Registration Fees.] 

Note to Sec. 29. 
Vehicle statutes generally exempt vehicles owned by the state or 

political subdivisions thereof from payment of fees but require that 
all such vehicles shall be registered and display number plates usually 
bearing a distinct symbol. 

SECTION 3 0 . [When Fees Delinquent: Penalties.] 
SECTION 3 1 . [Disposition of Registration Fees.] 

A R T I C L E V I 

U N L A W F U L T A K I N G , T R A N S F E R OF OR I N J U R Y TO V E H I C L E 

SECTION 3 2 . [Driving Vehicle Without Owner's Consent.] 

Any person who shall drive a vehicle, not his own, without the 
consent of the owner thereof, and with intent temporarily to de­
prive said owner of his possession of such vehicle, without intent 
to steal the same, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The consent 
of the owner of a vehicle to its taking or driving shall not in any 
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case be presumed or implied because of such owner's consent on 
a previous occasion to the taking or driving of such vehicle by the 
same or a different person. A n y person who assists in, or is a 
party or accessory to or an accomplice in any such unauthorized 
taking or driving shall also be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

SECTION 33. [Receiving or Transferring Stolen Vehicle.] 

Any person who with intent to procure or pass title to a motor 
vehicle which he knows or has reason to believe has been stolen 
shall receive or transfer possession of the same from or to another, 
or who shall have in his possession any motor vehicle which he 
knows or has reason to believe has been stolen, and who is not an 
officer of the law engaged at the time in the performance of his 
duty as such officer, shall be guilty of a felony and upon conviction 
shall be punished as provided in Section 37 of this act. 

SECTION 34. [Injuring Vehicle.] 

Any person who shall individually, or in association with one or 
more others, wilfully break, injure, tamper with or remove any 
part or parts of any vehicle for the purpose of injuring, defacing 
or destroying such vehicle, or temporarily or permanently prevent­
ing its useful operation, or for any purpose against the will or 
without the consent of the owner of such vehicle or who shall in 
any other manner wilfully or maliciously interfere with or prevent 
the running or operation of such vehicle shall be guilty of a misde­
meanor. 

SECTION 35. [Tampering with Vehicle.] 

A n y person who shall without the consent of the owner or per­
son in charge of a vehicle climb into or upon such vehicle with the 
intent to commit any crime, malicious mischief, or injury thereto, 
or who while a vehicle is at rest and unattended shall attempt to 
manipulate any of the levers, starting crank or other starting 
device, brakes or other mechanism thereof, or to set said vehicle 
in motion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, except that the fore--
going provisions shall not apply when any such act is done in an 
emergency in furtherance of public safety or convenience or by 
or under the direction of an officer in the regulation of traffic or 
performance of any other official duty. 
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A R T I C L E V I I 

P E N A L T I E S 

S E C T I O N 3 6 . [Penalty for Misdemeanor.} 

( a ) It shall be unlawful and constitute a misdemeanor for 
any person to violate any of the provisions of this act unless 
such violation is by this act or other law of this state declared 
to be a felony.. 

( b ) Unless another penalty is in this act or by the laws of 
this state provided, every person convicted of a misdemeanor 
for the violation o f any provision o f this act shall be punished 
by a fine of not more than [five hundred dollars] or by imprison­
ment for not more than six months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

SECTION 3 7 . [Penalty for Felony.] 

A n y person who shall be convicted of a violation of any of the 
provisions of this act herein of by the laws of this state declared 
to constitute a felony shall, unless a different penalty is prescribed 
herein or by the laws of this state, be punished by imprisonment 
for a term not less than one year nor more than five years, or by 
a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than five 
thousand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

A R T I C L E V I I I 

E F F E C T OF A N D S H O R T T I T L E OF A C T 

SECTION 3 8 . [Uniformity of Interpretation.] 

This act shall be so interpreted and construed as to effectuate 
its general purpose to make uniform the law of those states which 
enact it. 

SECTION 3 9 . [Short Title.] 

This act may be cited as the Uniform Motor Vehicle Registra­
tion Act . 

SECTION 4 0 . [Constitutionality.] 

If any part or parts of this act shall be held to be unconsti­
tutional, such unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining parts of this act. The legislature hereby declares 
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that it would have passed the remaining parts of this act if it had 

known that such part or parts thereof would be declared uncon­

stitutional. 

SECTION 4 1 . [Repeal.] 

The [existing registration act] is hereby repealed except [reve­

nue or other provisions in existing laws not embraced in the present 

act] and all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions 

of this act are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 4 2 . [Time of Taking Effect.] 

This act shall take effect from after the day of 

. N O T E S T O U N I F O R M M O T O R V E H I C L E 

R E G I S T R A T I O N A C T 
Note to Sec. 3. 

Motor vehicle statutes quite generally authorize the registrar to adopt 
and enforce rules and regulations and appoint such assistants and agencies 
throughout the state as may be necessary to carry out registration and 
licensing provisions. 

Note to Sec. 10 (c) . 
With reference to owners of motor vehicles rented without drivers see 

also sections 14 (c) , 23 and 24. 

Note to Sec. 10. 
Every state requires that substantially the detailed description of the 

vehicle, set forth in (a) and (b) of this section, shall be included' in the 
application for registration. 

Note to Sec. 11. 
In numerous states registration records are indexed in two or three ways. 

The method above required is intended to afford quick information under 
the following circumstances : (1) Police authorities, having secured license 
number only of a vehicle involved in an accident or violation of law, wire 
the number to the department and immediately secure complete regis­
tration data; (2) Police authorities find stolen car without license plates or 
registration card. By sending engine number to department information 
as to owner may be obtained ; (3) Upon attachment or otherwise, it may be 
important to know if a certain person owns a vehicle. By sending the name 
of person to department information as to ownership of a vehicle may be 
obtained. 

Note to Sec. 12. 
This section designates the form of registration cards usually specified in 

the motor vehicle statutes. 
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Note to Sec. 13. 
Similar requirement is found in most vehicle statutes while a few specify 

that registration card shall be carried in plain sight in driver's compartment. 
This is for the purpose of identifying the vehicle and the owner and no 
hazard is incurred as a thief can not effect a transfer of the vehicle by means 
of the registration card without procuring also and forging an assignment 
upon the certificate of title which is not required to and should not be 
carried in the vehicle. 

Note to Sec. 16. 
Practically every state requires annual renewal of registration upon the 

first of January. 

Note to Sec. 33. 
This is a usual provision particularly in those states having certificate of 

title laws. 

Note to Sees. 40 and 41. 
It may be desirable to provide that this act shall go into effect on the 1st 

of January next succeeding the adoption of the act and that provisions of 
existing laws on the subjects embraced in this act be repealed on such 1st of 
January. 





MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION ACT 

While every state now requires the registration of motor ve­
hicles with a State Department, such laws are not uniform and 
many have omitted some of the essential features embodied in the 
Uniform Motor Vehicle Registration Act. 

The registration of motor vehicles serves a three-fold purpose: 
(1) Registration and the issuance of license plates and registra­

tion certificates have a bearing on safety as affording a means of 
identification of the owners and operators of motor vehicles in­
volved in traffic accidents and traffic violations. 

(2) Registration of motor vehicles by a state department and 
the maintenance of registration records affords a means of tracing, 
identifying and recovering stolen vehicles by particular reference 
to the engine or serial number of such motor vehicle, which is 
one of the important items recorded in the registration. 

(3) Registration is universally employed as a means of collec­
tion of registration fees generally imposed on an annual basis. 

The Uniform Motor Vehicle Registration Act contains definite 
provisions to accomplish the above purposes with the details care­
fully formulated to meet administrative problems. In addition 
the Act makes provisions for the administrative machinery and 
administrative powers and duties. It as believed that the particular 
advantage of the Act lies in the fact that it incorporates those 
registration and administrative provisions found to be most es­
sential and practical in the more progressive states. 

Definitions 

Numerous terms employed in the Act are defined in Section 1. 
The definitions are prepared to fit the context of the Act arid in 
practically all instances the definitions correspond with the defini­
tions of the same terms in the motor vehicle laws of the various 
states. It is suggested that if question arises upon reading the 
various provisions as to the meaning.of any.term employed, ref­
erence be made to the definition of the term to ascertain precisely 
its scope and sense as used in the Act. 

31 
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Vehicle Commissioner 

In many states in the past motor vehicle administration has 
been made a routine tax-licensing function added to the duties 
of an official or department having a main function quite remote 
from vehicle control. Under such conditions there can hardly be 
the comprehensive and continuous control, the effective enforce­
ment or the meeting of new problems called for by present-day 
conditions. 

Section 2, therefore, provides for the creation of the office of 
Vehicle Commissioner, who is authorized to organize and be in 
charge of a state Vehicle Department. It is recognized, however, 
that in some of the less populous states the problem has not yet 
become acute enough to warrant the creation of a new department 
for the sole purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws. An 
alternate Section 2 is therefore included which assigns the duties 
of vehicle commissioner to an existing state official, but empowers 
him through a division of his department to exercise the same 
comprehensive control over vehicle operation. 

Duties of Department and Vehicle Commissioner 

Section 3 imposes upon the Department and its officers the duty 
of enforcing the provisions of the Act and lists his major duties. 
The subsequent paragraphs of this pamphlet will attempt to show 
the importance of each of these duties. 

Officers of Department 

To meet the difficulty in some states of adequate administration 
of his duties from a single central office, and to obviate undesir­
able delegation of authority to local officials not directly and 
solely responsible to the vehicle commissioner, Section 4 em­
powers the vehicle commissioner to maintain additional offices 
elsewhere in the state as he deems necessary. 

Records of Department 

Section 5 provides that all registration and license records in the 
offices of the Department shall be public records and open to 
inspection by the public during business hours. As heretofore 
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stated, one of the primary purposes of registration and the main­
tenance of records is to afford means of recovery of stolen vehicles 
and opportunity to determine the identity of participants in traffic 
accidents and violations, and in order to serve these purposes, as 
well as others, it is necessary that the records be available to police 
and enforcement agencies and to the agencies and members of 
the public having vital interest in the examination of such records. 

Publication of Posting of Records 

It is believed that mere accessibility of records is not sufficient— 
that the Department should periodically publish or post certain 
important records. By doing this the Department will both fur­
nish valuable information to those directly interested and stimulate 
interest in and respect for the work of the Department. Section 
6 therefore directs the Department to publish or post certain 
specified classes of records at least once each month. 

A n important aid in the administration of the motor vehicle 
laws of the various states is exchange of information between 
states. This is particularly true with respect to stolen and re­
covered motor vehicles, and the last clause of Section 6 provides 
that copies of these records shall be forwarded to the vehicle 
commissioner o f each state. Similar provisions for the exchange 
of information relative to operators is provided for in A c t I I I 
of the Code. 

Accident Statistics and Reports 

One of the most important activities of the Motor Vehicle De­
partment, it is believed, is the accurate reporting and analysis of 
traffic accidents. This has been developed to a high degree in some 
states, and the information derived is of great help in determin­
ing and eliminating hazards not only in those states but through­
out the United States. The great majority of states, however, are 
believed to be seriously defective as yet in their accident reporting 
and analysis, and Section 7 has been developed after careful study 
of the needs. 

Subdivision ( a ) requires the Department to prepare suitable 
forms.for accident reports, setting forth the character o f infor-
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mation needed. It further authorizes the Department to supply 
these forms to police and sheriffs' offices and other suitable 
agencies. 

Subdivision (b) follows up the making of the reports by the 
requirement that they shall be tabulated and analyzed, and that 
statistical information based thereon shall be published annually or 
at more frequent intervals. 

In order that the preceding paragraphs may be effective it is 
essential that vehicle operators be definitely required to report 
accidents promptly and in such manner as to give the information 
needed. Subdivision (c) , therefore, requires the reporting of all 
accidents involving death, personal injuries or property damage 
amounting to not less than $50. A large percentage of all acci­
dents are relatively trivial in character, and analysis of them all 
would impose much labor on the Motor Vehicle Department with­
out developing much information helpful in eliminating future 
accidents. It is probable, also, that without exemption of the 
trivial accidents motorists would fail to report more important 
ones. The limit of $50 is believed to establish a reasonable average 
beyond which serious note should be taken of an accident. 

An essential feature of this paragraph is that the report of the 
accident must go to the Motor Vehicle Department. In the orig­
inal draft of the Uniform Vehicle Code it was deemed satisfactory 
to permit this report to be made to the Police Department in in­
corporated cities or towns, but it has been found that in many 
instances such reports do not reach the state Vehicle Department. 
Under the revised draft of the Act a report must in each case 
go direct to the state Vehicle Department. It is also required 
that the report be made within 24 hours of the accident. 

The Department is further authorized to require the filing of 
supplemental reports. Obviously, it is not possible to devise a 
blank which will give all of the information needed regarding every 
accident. 

Another important feature of the paragraph as drafted is that 
the records shall be for the information of the Vehicle Depart­
ment and not open to public inspection. Otherwise participants 
in accidents .would be providing evidence which could be used 
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against them in civil actions, and this would often make such 
participants more reluctant to render accurate reports. The basic 
purposes of the reports to the Vehicle Department should be to 
assist in determining violations of the law as throwing light upon 
the qualifications of drivers and their fitness to operate, and to 
aid in preventing recurrence of similar accidents. 

Owner to Secure Registration 

Section 8 is a basic provision requiring the owner of every 
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer to register such vehicle be­
fore operating it upon any highway in the state. Certain ex­
ceptions are enumerated. 

Exempt from Registration 

Section 9 is self-explanatory, exempting from registration cer­
tain farm and road machinery not intended or used for regular 
operation on the highways. 

Application for Registration 

Section 10 provides a standardized procedure for applying for 
registration of a vehicle. Applications must be made upon ap­
proved forms. The information required includes identification of 
the owner by name and address, and it also includes full identi­
fication of the vehicle, not only as to make and type, but also as to 
engine and serial numbers. The need for this detailed information 
to discourage theft of automobiles becomes apparent upon con­
sideration of the provisions of Act II—the Anti-Theft Act of 
the Uniform Vehicle Code. The Department is given authority 
to require additional information. 

Subdivision (b) stipulates additional information regarding spe­
cially constructed, reconstructed or foreign vehicles. 

Subdivision (c) with its two paragraphs provides that motor 
vehicles for rent without a driver must carry liability insurance 
unless the owner can demonstrate financial ability to respond in 
damages to stipulated degrees, and provides for the cancellation 
of registration of such for-rent vehicles if the owner does not com­
ply with the requirements. The purpose of this and other sections 
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relating to for-rent cars is to impose definite responsibility on 
the owners of for-rent vehicles to offset the lesser degree of con­
trol over renting operators who may be nonresident or otherwise 
difficult to apprehend in case of accident. 

Register of Appl icants to Be Kept by Department 

The maintenance by the state Vehicle Department of the four-
way index of registration records required in Section 11 is a most 
important feature of the Registration Act. Each of the indexes 
performs a most useful function. For example, the index of 
registration or license numbers permits reference thereto by police 
authorities who have secured only the license number of a vehicle 
involved in an accident or violation of law, and by means of such 
license number complete registration data may be obtained. The 
alphabetical index of owners permits police or other persons, by 
sending merely the name of a presumed owner to the Depart­
ment, to ascertain the truth or falsity of such ownership. The 
indexes of motor vehicles numerically and alphabetically, according 
to engine and serial numbers, serve an essential purpose in the 
identification of stolen or embezzled motor vehicles. It frequently 
occurs that police authorities identify a motor vehicle solely by 
means of its engine and serial numbers, the license plates having 
been removed, and by referring such numbers to the state Vehicle 
Department an examination of the records will disclose whether 
such vehicle has been stolen and also will disclose the name and 
address of the rightful owner. 

Registration Cards 

To provide the owner of a registered vehicle with proof of 
registration, Section 12, subdivision (a) , instructs the Depart­
ment upon registering a vehicle to issue to the owner a registration 
card carrying the essential information listed on the application. 

Subdivision (b) provides for endorsement on the reverse side 
of the card of notice to the Department upon transfer of the 
vehicle, thus affording a simple method of informing the Depart­
ment of such transfer. 

Subdivision (c) stipulates that the owner must sign the regis-
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tration card with pen and ink in the space provided upon its face. 
Through the requirement that the card be signed as soon as re­
ceived, the owner is protected in case of loss, because any person 
wrongfully in possession of the card can be detected readily by 
comparison of his signature made in the presence of the appre­
hending officer with that on the card. 

Registration Card to Be Carried 

In order to afford immediate proof at any time that the operator 
of a motor vehicle is in rightful possession of the vehicle and that 
it has been properly registered, Section 13 stipulates that the 
registration card must be carried in the vehicle at all times while 
it is being operated, subject to inspection by any peace officer. 

Number Plates to Be Furnished by Department 

In accordance with the law in nearly every state, Section 14, 
subdivision ( a ) , provides that each motor vehicle other than a 
motorcycle or semitrailer shall carry two number plates,, and that 
every motorcycle or semitrailer shall carry one. The Commis­
sioner is authorized to require the return to the Department o f all 
number plates upon the termination of their lawful use. This is an 
added safeguard against operation with dead plates. 

Number plates in accordance with subdivision ( b ) must be 
displayed on the vehicles to which they have been assigned. The 
plates, numerals and required letters must be of sufficient size to be 
plainly readable at a distance of 100 feet. 

The Department is required in subdivision ( c ) to issue for 
passenger vehicles rented without a driver the same type o f plates 
issued for private passenger vehicles. This provision is inserted 
to meet the objection of operators of such vehicles to having their 
vehicles labeled as not belonging to them. It is believed that the 
public is adequately protected by Sections 10 ( c ) , 23 and 24. 

Display of Plates 

Section 15, subdivision ( a ) , requires the display of plates front 
and back on all vehicles except trailers and motorcycles, which 
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must have a plate attached to the rear. This is in accord with 
the present requirements in nearly every state. 

Subdivision (b) prescribes certain conditions as to the manner 
in which the plates shall be fastened to the vehicle. For obvious 
reasons they must not swing and they must be at least 12 inches 
above the ground, this minimum distance being deemed necessary 
to prevent them from becoming so covered with mud or dust as 
to be illegible. 

Renewal of Registration 

Under Section 16, subdivision (a) , the renewal date for regis­
tration is fixed as December 31 of each year, uniformity in this 
practice as between states being deemed important to assist in 
keeping off the highways vehicles from other states operating on 
expired plates. 

In recognition of the difficulty often experienced in getting new 
registrations and plates at the expiration of the old ones, subdi­
vision (b) permits owners who have made proper application for 
renewal before the expiration date but have not received their 
new plates or cards to operate on the old ones for a period pre­
scribed by the Department as necessary for the issuance of the 
new plates. 

Registration Expires on Transfer 

On the matter of expiration of registration upon transfer there 
is difference of opinion, and the Act in Section 17 and 17 (a) 
provides alternate provisions—the first that upon transfer of a 
vehicle the registration shall expire, and the second that the regis­
tration and plates may be transferred with the vehicle. 

Under either plan, subdivision (b) provides for the endorse­
ment of the transfer on the reverse side of the registration card 
and the immediate forwarding of the card to the Department, 
and subdivision (c) requires the transferee to obtain a new reg­
istration, an exception being made in the case of manufacturers 
and dealers. In recognition of the hardship that might befall the 
transferee in case the original registration card fails to get back 
to the Department, the paragraph provides that the Department 
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may register the vehicle if it is satisfied as to the genuineness and 
regularity of the transfer. 

Subdivision (d) is a carefully prepared statement of the con­
ditions under which a vehicle passing into other hands through 
inheritance, bankruptcy, repossession or other causes may be op­
erated short distances without reregistration in order to bring it 
to a garage or other point where it may be kept or stored. Any 
such vehicle must carry a placard bearing the name and address 
of the person authorizing and directing the movement, plainly 
readable at 100 feet. 

Registration by Manufacturers and Dealers 

Section 18 is designed to give manufacturers and dealers rea­
sonable latitude in the movement of motor vehicles without im­
posing upon them the expense of separate registration of each 
vehicle held for sale. 

Subdivision (a) authorizes manufacturers or dealers to obtain 
distinctive dealers' plates and operate any of their vehicles under 
such plates. Each vehicle so operated must carry duplicate plates, 
the manufacturer or dealer must keep a written record of the 
vehicles upon which such plates are used and the time during 
which each set of plates is used on the vehicle, and this record 
must be open to inspection by any police officer or employee of 
the Department. 

Subdivision (c) is intended to give a manufacturer further 
latitude in moving vehicles from factory to warehouse or point 
of shipment or delivery by allowing him to move them a distance 
not to exceed a specified mileage under suitable placards, one for 
each vehicle. Subdivision (d) gives dealers a similar opportunity, 
but the respective distances suggested are 75 miles for the manu­
facturer and 25 miles for the dealer. It is assumed that these 
distances can be varied in different states to meet the conditions 
actually prevailing. 

Manufacturer to Give Notice of Sale or Transfer 

The Act in Section 19 requires manufacturers and dealers, upon 
selling or otherwise transferring a motor vehicle to a purchaser 
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who is other than a manufacturer or dealer, to give notice of the 
sale or transfer to the Department. This procedure is highly de­
sirable as an aid to the Department in enforcing the provisions 
of the Act requiring that a purchaser, immediately upon becom­
ing the owner, shall register the vehicle with the Department. 
Furthermore, the Department is enabled, by comparing the in­
formation furnished in a dealer's notice of sale with the ap­
plication of a purchaser, to verify the representations set forth 
in the application for registration. 

Registration by Nonresidents 

The Uniform Vehicle Code, both in Act I covering the regis­
tration of vehicles and Act III covering the licensing of operators 
and chauffeurs, contemplates the fullest reciprocity practicable as 
between states. It is recognized that under the wide range of 
reciprocity conditions now in effect in different states there are 
numerous inequalities and hardships imposed upon vehicle owners 
and operators. 

Under Section 20, subdivision (a) , therefore, a nonresident 
owner of a foreign vehicle not used for the transportation of 
persons and property for compensation is granted the right to 
operate the vehicle in the state in question throughout the cur­
rent calendar year without payment of additional fees. 

If he is operating it for compensation, however, he must regis­
ter it and pay the usual fees. Subdivisions (b) and (c) define 
the conditions under which he must obtain such registration. 

Lost Certificates or Number Plates 

In recognition of the possibility of loss or mutilation of number 
plates or registration cards, Section 21 provides for their re­
placement upon payment of the required fees. 

Department to Suspend Registration Upon Notice 
of Theft or Embezzlement 

As a protection to the owner of a stolen vehicle, Section 22 pro­
vides that if he file an affidavit alleging such theft, the Department 
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shall immediately suspend the registration and not register the 
vehicle until notified that the owner has recovered it. T o relieve 
the Department of the burden of carrying records of such stolen 
vehicles indefinitely, the applicability of such affidavit expires with 
the registration of the vehicle, but the owner may file a similar affi­
davit during the ensuing year. The owner is required to notify 
the Department immediately upon the recovery of the vehicle. 

Owners of For-Rent Cars Liable for Negligence of Drivers 

Because of the fact that it is sometimes difficult to determine 
the identity of and effect recovery from operators who have rented 
motor vehicles and have been at fault in traffic accidents, it has 
generally been felt that some responsibility should be attached to 
the owner of a motor vehicle who rents it to be operated by an­
other. Thus the Act in Section 10 ( c ) and Section 23, read to­
gether, requires that the owner intending to rent a motor vehicle 
shall not be permitted to register the vehicle until public liability 
insurance, in certain amounts as specified, is provided or until 
the owner shall demonstrate to the Department his financial ability 
to respond in damages within certain amounts. The essential 
feature of Section 23 is the provision that in the event the owner 
of the for-rent car does not provide insurance but merely furnishes 
evidence of his financial responsibility, then such owner shall be 
jointly and severally liable with the operator for any negligence 
of the latter in operating the motor vehicle. 

Owner of For-Rent Cars to Maintain Records 

As a means of further protection of the public, Section 24 re­
quires that a record be made of every person renting a for-rent 
car, including the exact time the vehicle is in. his possession and 
such other information as the Commissioner requires. 

When Registration Shall Be Refused 

Three conditions are set forth in Section 25 under which the 
Department shall not grant an application for vehicle registration. 
The reasons for these requirements are apparent. 
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When Registration Shall Be Rescinded 

Under either of two conditions cited in Section 26 a registration 
shall be rescinded. The first of these is unsafe condition of the 
vehicle itself; the other is improper use of the registration or num­
ber plates by any person. 

Violations of Registration Provisions 

Five forms of violation of registration provisions are set forth 
and made unlawful in Section 27. These, briefly, are operation 
without proper registration and plates, use of fictitious or other 
unlawful registration or plates, permitting use of registration or 
plates by person not entitled thereto, failure to surrender cards 
or plates demanded by the Department and falsification in obtain­
ing a registration or renewal. These offenses are not intended 
to include offenses of the operator of a vehicle attaching to him 
and not the vehicle, which are covered in other Acts of the Uniform 
Code. 

Registration Fees 

Section 28 contains a blank form for registration fees, while 
Sections 29, 30 and 31 indicate the headings only of provisions to 
be worked out in each state to cover respectively "Exempt from 
Registration Fees," "When Fees Delinquent: Penalties," and 
"Disposition of Registration Fees." 

Unlawful Taking, Transfer of or Injury to Vehicle 

While state penal statutes are usually adequate to cover the sub­
ject of theft or larceny of a motor vehicle, where intent exists to 
steal or permanently deprive the owner of possession, such statutes 
are not always adequate to cover the offense of temporarily oper­
ating a motor vehicle without the consent of the owner. This latter 
offense, which is sometimes referred to as "joy-riding" and tem­
porarily deprives the owner of possession without his permission 
or consent, is therefore covered by Section 32 of the Act. The 
desirability is apparent of the provisions of Section 33 with refer­
ence to receiving or transferring a stolen vehicle, Section 34 with 
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reference to injuring a vehicle, and Section 35 with reference to 
tampering with a vehicle. 

Penalties 

Sections 36 and 37 cover the matter of penalties for violations 
of this Act. In. accordance with the principle followed in the 
other three Acts, two main classes of offenses are indicated, mis­
demeanors and felonies. Maximum penalties are imposed for 
misdemeanors, but for felonies both minimum and maximum pen­
alties are specified to provide reasonably adequate punishment 
for all convictions unless sentence is suspended. 

Effect of and Short Title of Act 

Sections 38 to 42 are standard provisions, the purposes of which 
are apparent. 


