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AIR TRAFFIC AND 
GENERAL OPERATIONS 

SUBJECT : THE USE OF VIEW LIMITING DEVICES ON AIRCRAFT 

1. PURPOSE. Th is advisory c i r c u l a r a le r t s p i lo ts to the continuing 
need to make jud ic ious and cautious use of a l l view l im i t ing 
devices on a i r c ra f t * 

2 . BACKGROUND. The problem of "near midair c o l l i s i o n s " i s causing 
increasing concern i n a l l av ia t ion c i r c l e s . I t i s possible that 
the use of ce r ta in sun v i s o r s , a i r c r a f t cur ta ins , instrument 
simulat ion s la ts or other s imi la r view l im i t ing devices may 
contr ibute to a "near miss" by ser ious ly diminishing the p i l o t ' s 
or safety p i l o t ' s f i e l d of v i s i o n . 

3. RECOMMENDATION. To insure maximum f i e ld of v i s i on at a l l t imes, I t 
i s recommended that sun v isors and curtains be placed in the retracted 
posi t ion when not ac tua l l y needed and being used to protect the p i l o t ' s 
eyes. Pr io r to using view l im i t ing devices to simulate IFR condi t ions, 
ascertain that the safety p i l o t has adequate v i s i on forward and to each 
side of the a i r c r a f t , or provide a competent observer i n the a i r c ra f t 
to adequately supplement the v i s ion .o f the safety p i l o t , as required 
by FAR 9 1 . 2 1 ( b ) ( 2 ) . 
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