
AC NO: 90 -47 

DATE: 3/18/70 

ADVISORY 
CIRCULAR 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
SUBJECT: ABBREVIATED INSTRUMENT FLIGHT RULES DEPARTURE CLEARANCE 

1. PURPOSE. Th i s c i r c u l a r p r o v i d e s guidance t o p i l o t s and ope ra to r s f o r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Abbrev ia t ed IFR Departure Clearance Program. 

2 . REFERENCES. 

a. Terminal A i r T r a f f i c Cont ro l Handbook, 7110.8A. 

b . En Route A i r T r a f f i c Cont ro l Handbook, 7110.9A. 

c . Ai rman ' s In fo rma t ion Manual. 

3. BACKGROUND. For some t ime two abbrev ia t ed IFR departure c lea rance 
procedures have been i n e f f e c t — t h e "CLEARED AS FILED" procedure 
app l i ed o n l y t o a i r c a r r i e r s and the " V I A FLIGHT PLANNED ROUTE" 
procedure a p p l i e d t o a l l u se r s . Since the re i s o v e r l a p and redun­
dancy i n the two procedures , advantages can be gained by use o f a 
s i n g l e procedure i n c o r p o r a t i n g the bes t f e a tu r e s o f the two methods 
now i n use, but exc lud ing f ea tu re s tha t have been troublesome i n 
day - to -day o p e r a t i o n s . The new procedure which succeeds the two 
present methods w i l l be implemented on 1 Ju ly 1970. 

4 . PROCEDURES. 

a. To ensure the success o f the program, cons i s t ency o f o p e r a t i o n 
and accura te r e l a y o f in fo rmat ion between p i l o t and c o n t r o l l e r , 
p i l o t s should: 

( 1 ) Inc lude s p e c i f i c S I D / t r a n s i t i o n s and p r e f e r r e d rou tes i n 
f l i g h t p lans whenever such rou tes meet p i l o t s * needs. 

( 2 ) I f f e a s i b l e , avo id making changes to a f i l e d f l i g h t p lan 
j u s t p r i o r t o depar tu re . 
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( 3 ) Request r o u t e / a l t i t u d e v e r i f i c a t i o n o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n from ATC 
i f any p o r t i o n o f the c l ea rance i s not c l e a r l y understood. 

( 4 ) Use the f o l l o w i n g procedure and phraseo logy i n i n i t i a l r a d i o 
communication wi th the f a c i l i t y concerned: S ta te a i r c r a f t 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , l o c a t i o n , type o f o p e r a t i o n planned ( I F R ) , and 
the po in t o f f i r s t intended land ing ( d e s t i n a t i o n a i r p o r t ) . 
Examples: 

( a ) "KENNEDY CLEARANCE DELIVERY, THIS IS UNITED SEVEN 
TWENTY-FIVE, AT GATE TWENTY, IFR TO SAN FRANCISCO." 

( b ) "WASHINGTON GROUND CONTROL, THIS IS BEECHCRAFT ONE THREE 
ONE FIVE NINER AT HANGER EIGHT, READY TO T A X I , IFR TO 
ATLANTA." 

b . ATC f a c i l i t i e s w i l l i s sue an abbrev ia t ed IFR depar ture c lea rance 
based on THE ROUTE OF FLIGHT f i l e d i n the IFR f l i g h t p lan , provided 
the f i l e d rou te can be approved w i th l i t t l e o r no r e v i s i o n . I t s 
a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be based on the f o l l o w i n g c o n d i t i o n s : 

( 1 ) That a p i l o t w i l l not accep t an abbrev ia t ed c lea rance i f THE 
ROUTE OF FLIGHT f i l e d w i th ATC has been changed by him o r the 
company o r the o p e r a t i o n s o f f i c e r b e f o r e depa r tu re . He i s 
expected t o inform the ATC f a c i l i t y In h i s i n i t i a l r a d i o 
communication i f he cannot accep t the c l e a r a n c e . 

( 2 ) That i t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the company or ope ra t i ons 
o f f i c e r t o inform the p i l o t when they make a change to the f i l e d 
rou te o f f l i g h t . 

c . A c o n t r o l l e r w i l l not i s sue an abb rev i a t ed c l ea rance i f he has 
knowledge that the o r i g i n a l f i l e d ROUTE OF FLIGHT has been subse­
quen t ly changed. (Knowledge o f a subsequent change t o the f i l e d 
route o f f l i g h t would normal ly be p rov ided by the p i l o t , company, or 
ope ra t i ons o f f i c e r . ) 

d. Al though the d e s t i n a t i o n a i r p o r t w i l l not be s ta ted i n the c l ea r ance , 
the c lea rance as issued w i l l be cons idered as a c l ea rance t o the 
d e s t i n a t i o n a i r p o r t f i l e d i n the f l i g h t p lan . 

e . A s p e c i f i c SID, i n c l u d i n g a t r a n s i t i o n rou te i f a p p r o p r i a t e , f i l e d 
by the p i l o t , w i l l be cons idered par t o f the rou te o f f l i g h t . ATC 
may s p e c i f y a SID ( i n c l u d i n g t r a n s i t i o n i f neces sa ry ) i f not 
p r e v i o u s l y f i l e d . 
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f . I t may be necessary f o r ATC to c l e a r an a i r c r a f t v i a a SID which 
d i f f e r s from tha t f i l e d o r tan f i l e d rou te wi th a minor change. 

g . En route a l t i t u d e s f i l e d i n an IFR f l i g h t plan a re not par t o f the 
abbrev ia ted f l i g h t p lan program. In a l l cases , THE ASSIGNED EN ROUTE 
ALTITUDE/FLIGHT LEVEL WILL BE STATED I N THE CLEARANCE—it may o r may 
not be the same as the a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l f i l e d . 

h. In a radar environment, the c o n t r o l l e r w i l l s t a t e CLEARED AS FILED 
and: 

( 1 ) Spec i fy the ass igned a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l and any a d d i t i o n a l 
i n s t r u c t i o n s o r in fo rmat ion to c l e a r a depar t ing a i r c r a f t v i a 
the SID and route f i l e d . Example: "UNITED SEVEN TWENTY FIVE 
CLEARED AS FILED, MAINTAIN FLIGHT LEVEL THREE SEVEN ZERO, 
REPORT LEAVING FLIGHT LEVEL THREE FIVE ZERO." 

( 2 ) Ass ign a SID and s p e c i f y the ass igned a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l and 
any a d d i t i o n a l i n s t r u c t i o n s o r in fo rmat ion to c l e a r a depar t ing 
a i r c r a f t that d id not f i l e a SID. Example: "AIR FORCE ONE TWO 
THREE TWO ONE CLEARED AS FILED, LAS VEGAS TWO DEPARTURE, 
MAINTAIN ONE THREE THOUSAND." 

( 3 ) I f unable to approve the f i l e d SID, a s s ign an appropr i a t e SID 
and s p e c i f y the ass igned a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l and any 
a d d i t i o n a l i n s t r u c t i o n s o r i n fo rma t ion . Example: "EASTERN 
FIVE ZERO ONE CLEARED AS FILED EXCEPT CHANGE DEPARTURE TO READ 
DUTCH SEVENTEEN DEPARTURE, MAINTAIN FLIGHT LEVEL THREE FIVE 
ZERO." 

( 4 ) I f necessary to make a minor r e v i s i o n t o the f i l e d r ou t e , 
s p e c i f y the r e v i s i o n , the ass igned a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l , and 
any a d d i t i o n a l i n s t r u c t i o n s or i n fo rma t ion . Example: "JET STAR 
ONE FOUR TWO FOUR CLEARED AS FILED EXCEPT CHANGE ROUTE TO READ 
SALINA J18 KIRKSVILLE, MAINTAIN FLIGHT LEVEL THREE THREE ZERO." 

i . I n a nonradar environment, a c o n t r o l l e r w i l l s t a t e CLEARED AS FILED; 
s p e c i f y one, two, or more f i x e s as necessary t o i n d i c a t e the 
d i r e c t i o n o f f l i g h t ; and s p e c i f y the ass igned a l t i t u d e / f l i g h t l e v e l 
and any a d d i t i o n a l i n s t r u c t i o n s o r i n fo rma t ion . Example: The p i l o t 
o f Cessna one two th ree four has f i l e d Hutchinson V10 Emporia thence 
V10N and V77 t o S t . Joseph. The c lea rance would r ead : "CESSNA ONE 
TWO THREE FOUR CLEARED AS FILED VIA EMPORIA, MAINTAIN SEVEN THOUSAND, 
REPORT PASSING FLORENCE INTERSECTION." 
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j . ATC WILL ISSUE A DETAILED CLEARANCE WHEN REQUESTED BY THE 
PILOT. 

Ferriŝ 'J. Howland 
Acting Director,;Air Traffic Service 
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