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l* PURPOSE. This c i r c u l a r adv i se s that except f o r h e l i c o p t e r s , a l l a i r c r a f t 
ope ra to r s must cont inue t o ob ta in a r e s e r v a t i o n t o ope ra te t o and/or from 
des ignated High Densi ty T r a f f i c A i r p o r t s (HDTAs) . For scheduled a i r c a r r i e r s / 
commuters/air t a x i s , r e s e r v a t i o n s normally obtained through scheduling committees 
are obtained under procedures e s t a b l i s h e d pursuant t o Spec ia l Federa l A v i a t i o n 
Regula t ions (SFAR) 44, as amended. Rese rva t ions f o r o the r commuter/air t a x i , 
m i l i t a r y , and gene ra l a v i a t i o n ope ra t i ons are obta ined through the A i r p o r t 
Reserva t ions O f f i c e ( A R O ) . 

2. CANCELLATION. Adv i so ry C i r c u l a r 90-43D, dated July 20 I 1977, i s c a n c e l l e d . 

3 . DEFINITIONS. 

a * R e s e r v a t i o n . An a u t h o r i z a t i o n r e c e i v e d in compliance wi th Federa l A v i a t i o n 
Regula t ions (FAR) Par t 93, t o ope ra te t o and/or from a des igna ted HDTA. Reser ­
v a t i o n s are a l l o c a t e d on an hourly b a s i s ; however, an approved r e s e r v a t i o n does not 
con s t i t u t e a warranty aga ins t t r a f f i c d e l a y s nor does i t guarantee a r r i v a l and/or 
departure w i t h i n such a l l o c a t e d hours . Such r e s e r v a t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e ne i t he r an a i r 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l (ATC) c lea rance nor the f i l i n g o f requi red instrument f l i g h t ru le 
( I F R ) f l i g h t p l a n s . 

b . A i r p o r t Rese rva t ions O f f i c e . An o p e r a t i o n a l unit of the ATC Command Center 
r e spons ib l e f o r admin i s t r a t ion of IFR r e s e r v a t i o n s in consonance w i th FAR Part 93 
and in accordance wi th r e g u l a t i o n s and procedures enacted t o sustain in te r im 
opera t ion of the ATC system. 

c . Flow C o n t r o l . Measures designed t o adjust the f l o w of t r a f f i c i n t o a g i v e n 
a i r sp ac e , along a g i v e n rou te , o r bound f o r a g i v e n a i r p o r t t o ensure the most 
e f f e c t i v e use of a i r s p a c e . 

4 . INTERIM OPERATION - ATC SYSTEM. SFAR 44 implemented emergency ope ra t ion of the 
ATC system in response t o the a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l l e r s 1 s t r i k e of August 1981. The 
A i r T r a f f i c I n t e r i m Operat ions P lan , implemented under au tho r i ty of the amended 
SFAR, p rov ides f o r opera t ions a l l o c a t i o n s at major capac i ty - impac ted a i r p o r t s , 
inc luding HDTAs. Whi le the Plan i s i n e f f e c t , ope ra to r s must continue t o obta in 
r e s e rv a t i o n s f o r the HDTAs. For scheduled a i r ca r r i e r s / commute r s / a i r t a x i s , t h i s 
i s e f f e c t i v e l y accomplished by the IFR/VFR a l l o c a t i o n s made under schedule 
reduct ion requirements of the amended SFAR. For o ther use rs , i . e . , nonscheduled 
commuters/air t a x i s , m i l i t a r y , and genera l a v i a t i o n , IFR HDTA r e s e r v a t i o n s are 
obtained from the ARO. Through the In t e r im Operat ions Plan and o ther in t e r im 
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measures, such as the General A v i a t i o n R e s e r v a t i o n program, a l l users share 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y in a v a i l a b l e ATC c a p a c i t y and w i l l cont inue t o do so at reduced 
l e v e l s u n t i l ATC c a p a c i t i e s are no rma l i zed . 

5. DISCUSSION. 

a. The FAA, by FAR Part 93, Subpart K, as amended, has des igna ted the John F. 
Kennedy, LaGuardia, O 'Hare , Washington N a t i o n a l and Newark A i r p o r t s as h igh dens i t y 
a i r p o r t s and has p resc r ibed a i r t r a f f i c r u l e s and requirements f o r ope ra t ing 
a i r c r a f t t o and from these a i r p o r t s . (The quota f o r Newark A i r p o r t has been 
suspended i n d e f i n i t e l y . ) Rese rva t ions f o r Kennedy and O'Hare A i r p o r t s a re requi red 
between 3 p.m. and 7:59 p.m. l o c a l t i m e . Rese rva t ions f o r LaGuardia and Washington 
Na t iona l are requ i red between 6 a.m. and 11:59 a.m. l o c a l t i m e . H e l i c o p t e r 
opera t ions a re excluded from the requirement f o r a r e s e r v a t i o n . 

b . The FAA has e s t ab l i shed an ARO t o r e c e i v e and process a l l IFR requests f o r 
opera t ions at des igna ted HDTAs. Th i s o f f i c e , l oca t ed at 800 Independence Avenue, 
S .W. , Washington, D . C . , monitors o p e r a t i o n of the high dens i t y ru l e and a l l o t s 
r e s e r v a t i o n s on a " f i r s t come, f i r s t s e r v e " bas i s determined by the time the 
request i s r e c e i v e d at the r e s e r v a t i o n s o f f i c e . Standby l i s t s are not maintained. 
The ARO handles a l l requests f o r IFR r e s e r v a t i o n s o the r than scheduled c a r r i e r s 
which are handled under the i n t e r i m o p e r a t i o n s p l a n . Requests f o r an IFR 
r e s e r v a t i o n w i l l be accepted anytime a f t e r 6 a.m. l o c a l t ime on the day which i s 48 
hours in advance of the proposed o p e r a t i o n . For example, a request f o r an 11 a.m. 
opera t ion on a F r iday would be accepted anytime a f t e r 6 a.m. l o c a l t ime on the 
prev ious Wednesday. An excep t ion t o the 48-hour l i m i t a t i o n i s made f o r weekends t o 
r e c o g n i z e normal business hours . Consequent ly , a r e s e r v a t i o n request f o r an IFR 
ope ra t i on on Monday or Tuesday would be accepted anytime a f t e r 6 a.m. l o c a l t ime 
the prev ious F r i d a y . I f the p rev ious F r iday i s a h o l i d a y , reques ts w i l l be 
accepted a f t e r 6 a.m. on Thursday. 

c . An approved r e s e r v a t i o n does not c o n s t i t u t e a warranty agains t t r a f f i c 
d e l a y s . 

d . The ARO w i l l not p rov ide schedul ing according t o planned d e p a r t u r e / a r r i v a l 
t ime . Assignments w i l l be made on an hour ly b a s i s , e . g . , an approved r e s e r v a t i o n 
f o r 1300 c o v e r s an ope ra t i on any t ime between 1300 and 1359. 

e . The f i l i n g of a request f o r an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n does not c o n s t i t u t e the 
f i l i n g of an IFR f l i g h t plan as r equ i red by r e g u l a t i o n . The IFR f l i g h t plan should 
be f i l e d on ly a f t e r the r e s e r v a t i o n i s obta ined and should be f i l e d through normal 
channels . The ARO i s not equipped t o accept or process IFR f l i g h t p l a n s . 

6. OBTAINING AN IFR RESERVATION. 

a. While i n t e r i m ope ra t i on of the ATC system remains i n e f f e c t , users may 
expect HDTA c a p a c i t i e s t o be below p r e - s t r i k e l e v e l s . P i l o t s / o p e r a t o r s are asked 
t o share the l i m i t e d a v a i l a b l e c a p a c i t i e s by r e s t r i c t i n g personal and corpora te 
r e s e r v a t i o n reques ts t o a minimum. Your c o o p e r a t i o n i s l i k e l y t o improve o v e r a l l 
HDTA a c c e s s i b i l i t y , r e l i e v e conges t i on on busy te lephone l i n e s , and thereby reduce 
s e r v i c e w a i t i n g t i m e . However, i f necessa ry , p i l o t s / o p e r a t o r s may avoid repeated 
demand on c i r c u i t s by c o n s o l i d a t i n g necessary r e s e r v a t i o n requests f o r more than 
one HDTA i n t o a s i n g l e phone c a l l . 
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b . A p i l o t may ob ta in an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n in e i t h e r one of two ways . He may 
f i l e h i s request wi th the neares t F l i g h t S e r v i c e S ta t ion (FSS) by any a v a i l a b l e 
means or te lephone the ARO d i r e c t . I f f i l e d wi th an FSS, the FSS s p e c i a l i s t w i l l 
ob ta in informat ion on how the p i l o t i s t o be n o t i f i e d of the r e s u l t s of h i s reques t . 

The te lephone numbers f o r d i r e c t contac t t o the ARO in Washington, D . C . , are as 
f o l l o w s : 

Washington, D.C. 202-488-1491 
New York , NY 212-632-7806 
Chicago , I L 312-263-2575 
A l l o the r areas 202-426-9347 

These te lephone numbers a l l t e rmina te at the ARO i n Washington, D.C. They may be 
used in the c i t i e s ind ica ted f o r the cos t o f a l o c a l c a l l or a p i l o t not loca ted in 
one of these c i t i e s can use the one f o r the c l o s e s t c i t y t o reduce t o l l cha rges . 

c . When f i l i n g h i s request f o r an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n , the p i l o t should inc lude 
the f o l l o w i n g in fo rmat ion : 

( 1 ) A i r c r a f t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

( 2 ) Name(s) of h igh d e n s i t y t r a f f i c a i r p o r t ( s ) f o r which the p i l o t wishes 
r e s e r v a t i o n ( s ) . 

( 3 ) D a t e ( s ) and h o u r ( s ) o f proposed o p e r a t i o n ( s ) at the h igh dens i t y 
t r a f f i c a i r p o r t ( s ) . 

( a ) For a r r i v a l s 

Departure a i r p o r t 
Estimated t ime of a r r i v a l at HDTA 
Estimated t ime enroute 

( b ) For depar tures 

A i r p o r t o f f i r s t intended landing 
Estimated depar ture t ime from HDTA 
Estimated t ime enroute 

( 4 ) Method f o r n o t i f y i n g the p i l o t o f r e s u l t s ( o n l y c o l l e c t long d i s tance 
te lephone c a l l s w i l l be made by the F l i g h t S e r v i c e S t a t i o n ) . 

d . Should the request t ime not be a v a i l a b l e , the c l o s e s t mutually agreeab le 
t ime be fo re or a f t e r the requested t ime w i l l be a s s igned . This w i l l be considered 
as an assigned a l l o c a t i o n unless subsequently cance l l ed by the p i l o t . 

e . P i l o t s a re encouraged t o cance l t h e i r IFR r e s e r v a t i o n when i t i s known that 
the r e s e r v a t i o n w i l l not be used. For o ther than scheduled a i r car r ie rs /commuters / 
a i r t a x i s , a c a n c e l l a t i o n should be made d i r e c t l y t o the ARO or any FSS. Scheduled 
a i r ca r r i e r / commute r / a i r t a x i c a n c e l l a t i o n s a re processed under i n t e r i m opera t ing 
procedures e s t ab l i shed under the amended SFAR 44 . The f o l l o w i n g informat ion should 
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be included when c a n c e l l i n g an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n wi th ARO or an FSS: 

(1) A i r c r a f t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

( 2 ) The a i r p o r t f o r which the r e s e r v a t i o n was h e l d . 

( 3 ) The da te and hour (Greenwich Mean T ime) f o r which the r e s e r v a t i o n was 
g ran ted . 

f . To assure r e t e n t i o n of a r e s e r v a t i o n , a p i l o t ho ld ing an IFR a r r i v a l 
r e s e r v a t i o n must r e t a i n h is IFR s ta tus u n t i l i n contac t w i th the t e rmina l f a c i l i t y . 

g . Rese rva t ions are requ i red when f i l i n g one of the h igh d e n s i t y a i r p o r t s as 
an a l t e r n a t e a i r p o r t . P i l o t s are encouraged t o f i l e a i r p o r t s o the r than the high 
d e n s i t y a i r p o r t s as a l t e r n a t e a i r p o r t s . 

h . Whi le the General A v i a t i o n R e s e r v a t i o n (GAR) procedure i s in use, a GAR 
r e s e r v a t i o n i s not requi red f o r an HDTA once an approved IFR ARO r e s e r v a t i o n has 
been ob ta ined . 

7 . VISUAL FLIGHT RULES (VFR) PROCEDURES 

a. For o ther than scheduled a i r c a r r i e r s / commute r s / a i r t a x i s , the re w i l l be 
no advance r e s e r v a t i o n s f o r VFR o p e r a t i o n s . For scheduled c a r r i e r ope ra t ions see 
note in ( c ) be low. 

b . At any t ime an HDTA i s not a u t h o r i z i n g VFR o p e r a t i o n s , a N o t i c e t o Airmen 
t o that a f f e c t w i l l be issued by that f a c i l i t y and a statement c a r r i e d on the 
A T I S . This in format ion can be obta ined from any FSS or by r e f e r r i n g t o the HDTA 
t e l e t y p e weather r e p o r t . The code "VNA" at the end of the weather repor t means 
that VFR a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s are not a u t h o r i z e d . Th i s i n d i c a t i o n w i l l not be made 
when IFR weather c o n d i t i o n s e x i s t . 

c . Each of the high d e n s i t y a i r p o r t s l i e s w i t h i n a Group I TCA. A c lea rance 
from ATC t o en t e r the TCA or depar t the a i r p o r t i s a l s o an approval f o r a VFR 
r e s e r v a t i o n . NOTE: During i n t e r i m o p e r a t i o n of the ATC system, under the 
p r o v i s i o n s of SFAR 44, as amended, scheduled a i r c a r r i e r s / commute r s / a i r t a x i s must 
opera te w i t h i n a l e v e l o f combined IFR/VFR ope ra t i ons cons i s t en t wi th e s t ab l i shed 
requi red scheduled r educ t ions . 

8. COMPLIANCE. The requirements f o r ob t a in ing r e s e r v a t i o n s pursuant t o FAR 93, 
Subpart K, a re mandatory. F a i l u r e t o ope ra t e in accordance wi th the FAR w i l l be 
grounds f o r enforcement a c t i o n . 
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