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1* PURPOSE. Th i s c i r c u l a r a d v i s e s the a v i a t i o n community o f the means f o r 
a l l a i r c r a f t o p e r a t o r s , excep t scheduled and supplemental a i r c a r r i e r s 
and scheduled a i r t a x i s , t o ob t a in a r e s e r v a t i o n t o opera te t o and/or 
from des igna ted h i g h - d e n s i t y t r a f f i c a i r p o r t s (HDTAs) . 

2 . CANCELLATION DATE. A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r 90-43 , da ted March 25, 1969, i s 
c a n c e l e d . 

3 . REFERENCES. 

a . Fede ra l A v i a t i o n Regu la t ions ( F A R ) , P a r t 93 , Subpart K . 

b . Ai rman ' s Informat ion Manual. 

4 . DEFINITIONS. 

a. R e s e r v a t i o n . An a u t h o r i z a t i o n r e c e i v e d i n compliance w i th FAR 93 t o 
opera te t o and/or from a des igna ted HDTA. Rese rva t ions a re a l l o c a t e d 
on an hour ly b a s i s ; however , an approved r e s e r v a t i o n does not 
c o n s t i t u t e a warranty aga in s t t r a f f i c de l ays nor does i t guarantee 
a r r i v a l and/or depar ture w i t h i n such a l l o c a t e d hour. Such 
r e s e r v a t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e n e i t h e r an a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l c l ea rance 
nor the f i l i n g o f r equ i red IFR f l i g h t p l a n s , nor does the r e s e r v a t i o n 
c o n s t i t u t e a u t h o r i t y t o v i o l a t e any l o c a l r e s t r i c t i o n s . A r e s e r v a t i o n 
f o r a VFR ope ra t i on c o n s t i t u t e s the f i l i n g o f a VFR f l i g h t plan as 
r equ i red by FAR 93.125. 

b . A i r p o r t Rese rva t i on O f f i c e ( A R O ) . A f a c i l i t y operated by the Federa l 
A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o adminis te r the issuance o f IFR r e s e r v a t i o n s 
i n consonance w i t h FAR 9 3 . 
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c . Flow C o n t r o l . A s e r v i c e whereby the f l o w o f IFR a i r c r a f t i s 
r egu l a t ed or r e s t r i c t e d w i t h i n an a f f e c t e d area or a t an a l t i t u d e 
stratum t o the maximum number of a i r c r a f t which can be s a f e l y 
accommodated by the ATC system. 

5 . DISCUSSION, 

a. The FAA, by P a r t 93 , Subpart K, o f the FARs, has des igna ted the 
John F . Kennedy, LaGuardia, Newark, O 'Hare , and Washington N a t i o n a l 
A i r p o r t s as HDTAs and has p r e s c r i b e d a i r t r a f f i c r u l e s and r e q u i r e ­
ments f o r ope ra t i ng a i r c r a f t t o and from these a i r p o r t s . Each i s 
l i m i t e d t o the hour ly number of a l l o c a t e d IFR ope ra t ions that may 
be r e s e r v e d f o r the s p e c i f i c c l a s s e s of users f o r that a i r p o r t . 
A d d i t i o n a l ope ra t ions may be au tho r i zed by ATC under c e r t a i n 
c o n d i t i o n s . An o p e r a t i o n between the hours from 6:00 AM to midnight 
l o c a l t ime may not be conducted t o or from these a i r p o r t s unless 
a depar ture o r a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n has been obta ined from ATC and 
a f l i g h t plan has been f i l e d . However, a "mercy f l i g h t " i n v o l v i n g 
a medical emergency t o or from one of these a i r p o r t s w i l l be handled 
w i t h i n the ATC system without regard t o the obtainment of a 
r e s e r v a t i o n . 

b . The FAA has e s t a b l i s h e d the ARO t o p r o v i d e IFR r e s e r v a t i o n s e r v i c e 
f o r ope ra t ions a t des igna ted HDTAs. Th i s o f f i c e processes a l l IFR 
reques t s f o r r e s e r v a t i o n s . VFR reques t s a re handled p r o c e d u r a l l y a t 
the HDTA l o c a t i o n s and are d iscussed l a t e r . 

c . These IFR r e s e r v a t i o n s a re a l l o t t e d on a " f i r s t - c o m e - f i r s t - s e r v e d " 
bas i s determined by the time the reques t i s r e c e i v e d a t the r e s e r v a ­
t i o n o f f i c e . Standby l i s t s a r e not main ta ined . To enable the 
ope ra to r t o do h i s f i l i n g during normal business hours on normal 
business days , reques ts f o r a r e s e r v a t i o n f o r an IFR ope ra t i on w i l l 
be accepted any t ime a f t e r 6:00 AM l o c a l t ime on the day which i s 
48 hours i n advance o f the proposed o p e r a t i o n . For example, a 
reques t f o r an 11:00 FM o p e r a t i o n , as w e l l as a reques t f o r a 6:00 AM 
o p e r a t i o n , on a F r i d a y would be accepted any t ime a f t e r 6:00 AM l o c a l 
t ime on a p rev ious Wednesday. Furthermore, a r e s e r v a t i o n reques t 
f o r an IFR ope ra t i on on Monday or Tuesday would be accepted any time 
a f t e r 6:00 AM l o c a l t ime the p rev ious F r i d a y . A d d i t i o n a l l y , r e s e r v a ­
t i o n reques ts f o r opera t ions dur ing h o l i d a y p e r i o d s w i l l be accepted 
as l i s t e d b e l o w : 
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Days o f Operat ion Request Accepted A f t e r 6:00 AM Loca l Time 

May 31 ; June 1, 2 , 1970 May 28, 1970 

Ju ly 5, 6 , 7 , 1970 July 2 , 1970 

These w i l l be f i l l e d w i t h i n the bas i c a l l o t m e n t s ; however, as 
weather and o the r f a c t o r s w i l l determine whether a d d i t i o n a l r e se rva ­
t i o n s i n excess o f the number a l l o c a t e d may be a u t h o r i z e d , IFR 
reques t s i n excess o f the a v a i l a b l e bas i c a l l o c a t i o n w i l l normally 
not be approved p r i o r t o s i x hours i n advance o f the intended 
o p e r a t i o n . 

d . An approved r e s e r v a t i o n does not c o n s t i t u t e a warranty aga ins t 
t r a f f i c d e l a y s . I t w i l l be necessary in some ins tances t o i ssue 
f l o w c o n t r o l r e s t r i c t i o n s which w i l l meter a i r t r a f f i c t o the 
a f f e c t e d a i r p o r t a t a l e s s e r r a t e than the number f o r which r e se rva ­
t i o n s have been g r a n t e d . Such system-induced de l ays which r e s u l t 
i n a p i l o t f a i l i n g t o make good h i s a l l o c a t e d t ime w i l l not be 
grounds f o r c a n c e l l a t i o n o f the r e s e r v a t i o n . I t i s a l s o r e a l i z e d 
tha t a p i l o t tha t has planned h is ope ra t ion s h o r t l y a f t e r the 
beginning o f an hour may o c c a s i o n a l l y f i n d h imse l f confronted w i th 
a s i t u a t i o n whereby h i s ope ra t ion i s be ing conducted i n the l a t t e r 
p o r t i o n o f the hour p r i o r t o the one in which he has h i s r e s e r v a t i o n . 
A p i l o t in t h i s case need not ob ta in a new r e s e r v a t i o n f o r the hour 
in which the new o p e r a t i o n i s being conducted. 

e . The ARO w i l l not p r o v i d e dynamic schedu l ing . Assignments w i l l be 
made on an hour ly b a s i s ; e . g . , an approved r e s e r v a t i o n f o r 1300 
c o v e r s an ope ra t ion any t ime between 1300 and 1359. 

f . The f i l i n g of a reques t f o r an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n does not c o n s t i t u t e 
the f i l i n g o f an IFR f l i g h t plan as r equ i r ed by Pa r t 93 , Subpart K, 
o f the FARs. The IFR f l i g h t p lan should be f i l e d on ly a f t e r the 
r e s e r v a t i o n i s obta ined and should be f i l e d through normal channels . 
The ARO i s not equipped t o accept or process IFR f l i g h t p l a n s . 

6 . IFR PROCEDURES. 

a. A p i l o t may ob ta in an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n in e i t h e r one o f two ways. 
He may f i l e h i s reques t w i t h the neares t FSS by any a v a i l a b l e means 
o r t e lephone the ARO d i r e c t . I f f i l e d w i t h an FSS, the s p e c i a l i s t 
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a t that t ime w i l l ob ta in in format ion on how the p i l o t i s t o be 
n o t i f i e d o f the r e s u l t s . Upon con t ac t i ng the FSS or ARO, a p i l o t 
may f i l e a r r i v a l , depar ture and appropr i a t e subsequent depar ture and 
a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s w i th the same r e q u e s t . The te lephone numbers 
f o r the f o l l o w i n g c i t i e s f o r d i r e c t con tac t t o the ARO are as f o l l o w s : 

( 1 ) Newark, New Je r sey 201-645-4370 

( 2 ) New York , New York 212-656-4177 

( 3 ) Chicago, I l l i n o i s 312-372-5215 

( 4 ) Washington, D.C 202-963-5161 

These te lephone numbers a l l t e rmina te a t the ARO i n Washington, D .C . 
They may be used in the c i t i e s i n d i c a t e d f o r the c o s t o f a l o c a l c a l l , 
o r a p i l o t not l o c a t e d in one o f these c i t i e s should use the one f o r 
the c i t y c l o s e s t t o him t o reduce t o l l cha rges . 

b . When f i l i n g h i s reques t f o r an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n , the p i l o t should 
inc lude the f o l l o w i n g i n fo rma t ion : 

( 1 ) A i r c r a f t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

( 2 ) Name/s o f h i g h - d e n s i t y a i r p o r t / s he wishes r e s e r v a t i o n s f o r . 

( 3 ) Proposed depar ture and/or a r r i v a l t ime /s in Greenwich Mean Time 
(GMT) as a p p r o p r i a t e . 

( 4 ) How he may be n o t i f i e d o f the r e s u l t o f h i s reques t ( i f f i l e d 
wi th an F S S ) . 

( 5 ) Po in t o f depar ture i f o ther than an HDTA l o c a t i o n . 

( 6 ) Estimated t ime en rou te when inbound t o an HDTA l o c a t i o n . 

c . Should the requested t ime not be a v a i l a b l e , the c l o s e s t a v a i l a b l e 
time w i t h i n a p e r i o d of s i x hours a f t e r the requested t ime w i l l be 
a s s igned . I f no t imes a r e a v a i l a b l e w i t h i n t h i s p e r i o d , then the 
c l o s e s t a v a i l a b l e t ime w i t h i n a p e r i o d of s i x hours b e f o r e the 
requested t ime w i l l be a s s i g n e d . Th i s w i l l be cons idered as an 
ass igned a l l o c a t i o n unless subsequently cance led by the p i l o t . 
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d . Al though p i l o t s a r e encouraged t o g i v e c a n c e l l a t i o n s t o the ARO or 
any FSS, an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n may be canceled w i th any ATC f a c i l i t y 
and should inc lude the f o l l o w i n g in fo rma t ion : 

( 1 ) A i r c r a f t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

( 2 ) The a i r p o r t f o r which the a l l o c a t i o n was h e l d , 

( 3 ) The da te and hour (GMT) f o r which the r e s e r v a t i o n was g ran ted . 

e . A p i l o t ho ld ing an IFR r e s e r v a t i o n must r e t a i n h i s IFR s ta tus u n t i l 
i n con tac t w i th the t e rmina l f a c i l i t y , o the rwise he may be refused 
VFR handl ing in accordance w i t h paragraphs 7b through 7e. 

f . Rese rva t ions a re no t needed when f i l i n g one o f the HDTAs as an 
a l t e r n a t e a i r p o r t . P i l o t s a r e encouraged, however, t o f i l e a i r p o r t s 
o ther than the HDTAs as a l t e r n a t e a i r p o r t s when p o s s i b l e . 

7 . VFR PROCEDURES. 

a . There w i l l be no advance r e s e r v a t i o n s f o r VFR a r r i v a l s . Unless he 
has obta ined in format ion as p rov ided under paragraph 7c, be low, the 
p i l o t should proceed toward h i s intended HDTA d e s t i n a t i o n ; however, 
he should a t a l l t imes p lan an a l t e r n a t e d e s t i n a t i o n i n case a 
r e s e r v a t i o n i s not a v a i l a b l e upon a r r i v a l . 

b . Each HDTA te rmina l f a c i l i t y w i l l handle VFR a r r i v a l r e q u e s t s . The 
p i l o t , when approx imate ly 30 m i l e s from the HDTA, should a i r f i l e h is 
r eques t w i t h the a p p r o p r i a t e approach c o n t r o l by s t a t i n g : "N • • . 
r eques t ing VFR r e s e r v a t i o n f o r ( t i m e ) a r r i v a l f o r . . . A i r p o r t . " 
I f a VFR r e s e r v a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e , the approach c o n t r o l l e r w i l l 
p r o v i d e the app rop r i a t e a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l s e r v i c e s . I f no r e s e r v a ­
t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e a t tha t p a r t i c u l a r t ime , the approach c o n t r o l l e r 
w i l l so adv i s e the p i l o t . The p i l o t should then proceed t o another 
a i r p o r t o f h i s c h o i c e . A p i l o t o r i g i n a t i n g h i s f l i g h t w i t h i n 30 mi l e s 
o f the HDTA may ob ta in t h i s in format ion w i t h i n 15 minutes p r i o r t o 
h i s depar ture by t e l ephon ing the HDTA te rmina l f a c i l i t y a t the 
number l i s t e d i n paragraph 7 e . Being p rov ided the appropr i a t e a i r 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l s e r v i c e s by the approach c o n t r o l l e r c o n s t i t u t e s the 
obtainment o f a r e s e r v a t i o n and the f i l i n g o f a f l i g h t plan as 
r equ i red by FAR 93 .129(b ) and 9 3 . 1 2 5 ( b ) , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

c . A t any t ime an HDTA f a c i l i t y i s no t a u t h o r i z i n g VFR o p e r a t i o n s , a 
n o t i c e t o airmen t o that e f f e c t w i l l be issued by tha t f a c i l i t y . 
Th i s in format ion can be obta ined from any FSS or by r e f e r r i n g t o the 
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HDTA t e l e t y p e r e p o r t . The code "VA" a t the end of the weather 
r e p o r t means tha t "VFR a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e " a t tha t 
p a r t i c u l a r a i r p o r t . The code "VA" f o l l o w e d by a c o n d i t i o n means 
that on ly c o n d i t i o n a l VFR a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e ; e . g . , 
"VA 32" means that VFR a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e on 
Runway 32 . The code "VNA" means tha t VFR a r r i v a l r e s e r v a t i o n s a re 
not a v a i l a b l e . These codes w i l l not be used when IFR weather 
c o n d i t i o n s e x i s t . 

d . VFR depar ture r e s e r v a t i o n s , when a v a i l a b l e , a r e a l l o t t e d d i r e c t l y 
by the HDTA f a c i l i t y . To determine whether VFR depar ture r e s e r v a ­
t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e , the p i l o t should f i r s t c a l l the app rop r i a t e 
number as l i s t e d in paragraph 7e , be low. Upon de termining that VFR 
departure r e s e r v a t i o n s a re be ing g ran ted , he should then con tac t 
the c o n t r o l tower on the app rop r i a t e frequency f o r h i s depar ture 
c l e a r a n c e . Th i s contac t and the r e c e i p t o f the depar ture c l ea rance 
f u l f i l l the requirement f o r a VFR f l i g h t p l an and the obtainment o f 
a r e s e r v a t i o n as s t a t ed i n FAR 93. 

e . The f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s should be con tac ted p r i o r t o r eques t ing 
depar ture c l e a r a n c e or an a r r i v a l c l e a r a n c e i f o r i g i n a t i n g w i t h i n 
30 mi l e s o f the HDTA t o determine i f VFR r e s e r v a t i o n s a re be ing 
g ran t ed : 

( 1 ) O'Hare 312-686-2108 

( 2 ) LaGuardia 212-478-9782 

( 3 ) Newark 201-643-8347 

( 4 ) Kennedy 212-656-5373 

( 5 ) Washington N a t i o n a l 703-684-8229 

f . The abbrev ia t ed f l i g h t p lans r e f e r r e d t o in paragraphs 7b and 7d, 
above , a re s o l e l y f o r the purpose o f s a t i s f y i n g the requirements 
of FAR 9 3 . 1 2 5 ( b ) . P i l o t s wish ing t o f i l e f u l l f l i g h t plans f o r 
search and rescue purposes should do so i n the normal manner through 
normal channe l s . 
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