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1. PURPOSE. This c i r c u l a r con ta ins ,good ope ra t ing p r a c t i c e s and procedures 
fo r use when approaching or depar t ing a i r p o r t s that do not have a tower in 
o p e r a t i o n . 

2 . CANCELLATION. Adviso ry C i r c u l a r AC 90-42B, dated January 25, 1980, i s 
c a n c e l e d . 

3 . DEFINITIONS. 

a. Uncon t ro l l ed A i r p o r t - A pub l i c use a i r p o r t wi thout a c o n t r o l tower 
or where the tower i s not in o p e r a t i o n . 

b . Common T r a f f i c A d v i s o r y Frequency (CTAF) - A frequency designed f o r 
the purpose o f c a r r y i n g out a i r p o r t adv i so ry p r a c t i c e s w h i l e opera t ing t o or 
from an uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t . The CTAF may be a UNICOM, MULTICOM, FSS, o r 
tower frequency and i s i d e n t i f i e d i n - a p p r o p r i a t e ae ronau t i ca l p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

' -*r 
4 . DISCUSSION. 

a. In the i n t e r e s t o f promoting s a f e t y , the Federa l A v i a t i o n Adminis ­
t r a t i o n ( F A A ) , through i t s Airman 1 s . Informat ion Manual ( A I M ) , A i r p o r t 
F a c i l i t y D i r e c t o r y , a d v i s o r y c i r c u l a r , and o ther p u b l i c a t i o n s , p rov ides 
frequency in fo rma t ion , good o p e r a t i n g p r a c t i c e s , and/or procedures f o r 
p i l o t s t o use when opera t ing t o or from an uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t . 

b . There i s no subs t i t u t e f o r a l e r t n e s s w h i l e in the v i c i n i t y o f an 
a i r p o r t . I t i s e s s e n t i a l that p i l o t s be aware of and look fo r o ther 
t r a f f i c and exchange t r a f f i c in format ion when approaching or depar t ing an 
uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t . This i s o f p a r t i c u l a r importance s ince o ther a i r ­
c r a f t may not have communication c a p a b i l i t y or p i l o t s may not communicate 
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t h e i r presence or i n t en t ions when o p e r a t i n g i n t o or out o f such a i r p o r t s . 
To ach i eve the g r e a t e s t degree o f s a f e t y , i t i s e s s e n t i a l tha t a l l r a d i o -
equipped a i r c r a f t t r a n s m i t / r e c e i v e on a common frequency i d e n t i f i e d f o r 
the purpose o f c a r r y i n g out a i r p o r t a d v i s o r y p r a c t i c e s . 

c . An a i r p o r t may have a f u l l - o r p a r t - t i m e tower or f l i g h t s e r v i c e 
s t a t i o n (FSS) l o c a t e d an the a i r p o r t o r a f u l l - o r p a r t - t i m e UNICOM s t a t i o n 
or no ae ronau t i ca l s t a t i o n . There are th ree ways f o r a p i l o t t o communicate 
h i s / h e r i n t e n t i o n s o r ob ta in a i r p o r t / t r a f f i c in fo rmat ion when ope ra t ing a t an 
a i r p o r t that does not have an ope ra t i ng tower—by communicating w i th an FSS, 
a UNICOM o p e r a t o r , or by making a self -announce b roadcas t . 

d « The key t o communicating a t an y r a o t t t r o l l e d a i r p o r t i s s e l e c t i o n o f the 
c o r r e c t common f requency. The c o n t r a c t i o n " f fT / A F , " which stands t o r Common 
T r a f f i c A d v i s o r y Frequency, i s synonymous w i th t h i s program. The CTAF f o r 
each uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t w i l l be disseminated i n appropr i a t e ae ronau t i ca l 
in format ion p u b l i c a t i o n s . The CTAF frequency f o r a p a r t i c u l a r a i r p o r t can 
a l s o be obtained by con tac t ing any FSS. Use o f the app ropr i a t e CTAF, combined 
wi th a v i s u a l a l e r t n e s s and a p p l i c a t i o n of the f o l l o w i n g recommended good 
ope ra t ing p r a c t i c e s , w i l l enhance s a f e t y o f f l i g h t i n t o and out of a l l 
uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . 

5 . RECOMMENDED TRAFFIC ADVISORY PRACTICES• A l l inbound t r a f f i c should 
monitor and communicate as app ropr i a t e on the des igna ted CTAF from 10 m i l e s 
t o l and ing . Departure a i r c r a f t should monitor/communicate on the appropr i a t e 
frequency from s t a r t -up , during t a x i , and u n t i l 10 m i l e s from the a i r p o r t 
unless the FAR's o r l o c a l procedures r e q u i r e o t h e r w i s e . 

6 . AIRPORT ADVISORY SERVICE PROVIDED BY AN FSS. 

a. A i r p o r t A d v i s o r y S e r v i c e (AAS) i s a s e r v i c e p rov ided by an FSS p h y s i ­
c a l l y l o c a t e d on an a i r j for t which does not have a c o n t r o l tower or where the 
tower i s t empora r i l y c lo sed or opera ted on a p a r t - t i m e b a s i s . The CTAF f o r 
FSS 1 e which p rov ide s t h i s s e r v i c e w i l l be disseminated i n app rop r i a t e a e r o ­
nau t i ca l p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

b . In communicating wi th a CTAF FSS e s t a b l i s h two-way communications 
be fo re t r ansmi t t ing outbound/inbound i n t e n t i o n s o r i n fo rma t ion . Depart ing 
a i r c r a f t should s t a t e the a i r c r a f t t y p e , f u l l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n number, type 
o f f l i g h t planned, i . e . , VFR or IFR and the planned d e s t i n a t i o n or d i r e c t i o n 
o f f l i g h t . Report be fo re t a x i i n g and b e f o r e taking runway fo r t a k e o f f . I f 
communications wi th a UNICOM are necessary a f t e r i n i t i a l r epo r t t o FSS, 
re turn t o FSS frequency f o r t r a f f i c update . 

c . A CTAF FSS provides wind d i r e c t i o n and v e l o c i t y , f avored or d e s i g ­
nated runway, a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g , known t r a f f i c , n o t i c e s t o airmen, a i r p o r t 
t a x i r o u t e s , a i r p o r t t r a f f i c p a t t e r n i n fo rma t ion , and instrument approach 
procedures . These elements a re v a r i e d so as t o bes t s e rve the current 
t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n . Some a i r p o r t managers have s p e c i f i e d tha t under c e r t a i n 
wind or o ther cond i t ions des igna ted runways are used . P i l o t s using o the r 
than the favored or des ignated runway should adv i s e the FSS immedia te ly . 
(Cau t ion : A l l a i r c r a f t in the v i c i n i t y o f an a i r p o r t may not be in communi­
ca t i on wi th the F S S . ) 
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7. INFORMATION PROVIDED BY AERONAUTICAL ADVISORY STATIONS (UNICOM). 

a. UNICOM i s a nongovernment a i r /g round r a d i o communication s t a t i o n which 
may p rov ide a i r p o r t in format ion a t publ ic use a i r p o r t s where there i s 
no tower or FSS. 

b . On p i l o t r eques t , UNICOM s t a t i ons may p rov ide p i l o t s wi th weather i n f o r ­
mat ion, wind d i r e c t i o n , the recommended runway, o r o ther necessary in format ion . 
I f the UNICOM frequency i s des igna ted as the CTAF, i t w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d in 
appropr i a t e ae ronau t i ca l p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

8 . UNICOM COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES. 

a. In communicating with a UNICOM s t a t i o n , the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e s w i l l 
he lp reduce frequency conges t i on , f a c i l i t a t e a b e t t e r understanding o f p i l o t 
i n t e n t i o n s and l o c a t i o n in the t r a f f i c pa t t e rn , and enhance s a f e ty of f l i g h t : 

1. S e l e c t the c o r r e c t UNICOM frequency. 

2 . S ta te the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the UNICOM s t a t i o n you are c a l l i n g in 
each t ransmiss ion . Make sure you r e c e i v e a response from the s t a t i o n being 
c a l l e d s ince UNICOM s t a t i ons and a i r c r a f t a t o ther nearby a i r p o r t s may be using 
the same UNICOM frequency. 

3 . Speak s lowly and d i s t i n c t l y . 

4 . C a l l approximately 10 m i l e s from the a i r p o r t and s t a t e your 
a i r c r a f t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , type o f a i r c r a f t , a l t i t u d e , l o c a t i o n r e l a t i v e to 
the a i r p o r t , and request wind informat ion and runway in use. 

5* Report on downwind, base, and/or f i n a l approach as a p p r o p r i a t e . 

6. Report c l e a r i n g the runway. 

b . Recommended UNICOM P h r a s e o l o g i e s : 

( 1 ) Inbound 

Example: 

FREDERICK UNICOM CESSNA 182 TANGO FOXTROT 10 MILES SOUTHEAST DESCENDING THROUGH 
(ALTITUDE) LANDING FREDERICK, REQUEST WIND AND RUNWAY INFORMATION. 

FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSNA 182 TANGO FOXTROT ENTERING DOWNWIND/IfASE/FINAL (AS 
APPROPRIATE) FOR RUNWAY ONE NINE. 

FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSNA 182 TANGO FOXTROT CLEAR OF RUNWAY ONE NINE. 

( 2 ) Outbound 

Example: 

FREDERICK UNICOM CESSNA 182 TANGO FOXTROT (LOCATION ON AIRPORT) TAXIING TO 
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RUNWAY ONE NINE OR REQUEST WIND AND RUNWAY INFORMATION. 

FREDERICK TRAFFIC CESSNA 182 TANGO FOXTROT DEPARTING RUNWAY ONE NINE. 

9 . SELF-ANNOUNCE OF POSITION AND/OR INTENTIONS. 

a. "Self-announce" i s a procedure whereby p i l o t s broadcast t h e i r p o s i t i o n 
or in ten ted f l i g h t a c t i v i t y or ground ope ra t i on in the b l i n d on the des ignated 
CTAF. Th i s procedure i s used p r i m a r i l y at a i r p o r t s which do not have an FSS 
or UNICOM s t a t i o n on the a i r p o r t . The self-announce procedure should a l s o be 
used i f a p i l o t i s unable t o communicate wi th the des igna ted CTAF FSS or UNICOM. 
I t should be noted that a i r c r a f t ope ra t i ng t o or from another nearby a i r p o r t 
may be making self-announce broadcas ts on the same UNICOM or MULTICOM frequency. 
To he lp i d e n t i f y one a i r p o r t from another , the a i r p o r t name should be spoken 
at the beginning and end of each self-announce t ransmiss ion . 

b . I f an a i r p o r t has a tower and i t i s t empora r i ly c l o s e d , or operated 
on a par t - t ime bas is and there i s no FSS on the a i r p o r t or the FSS i s c l o s e d , 
use the CTAF ( u s u a l l y the tower l o c a l c o n t r o l f requency) t o self-announce 
your p o s i t i o n or i n t e n t i o n s . I f there i s a UNICOM s t a t i o n in ope ra t ion on 
the a i r p o r t , the wind d i r e c t i o n and runway in use should be obtained from the 
UNICOM s t a t i o n . * Then return to and monitor the CTAF and make self-announce 
broadcasts as a p p r o p r i a t e . *The wind d i r e c t i o n and runway informat ion may 
not be a v a i l a b l e on UNICOM frequency 122.950. 

c . Where there i s no tower , FSS, o r UNICOM s t a t i o n on the a i r p o r t , use 
MULTICOM frequency 122.9 fo r self -announce p rocedures . Such a i r p o r t s w i l l be 
i d e n t i f i e d in appropr ia te ae ronau t i ca l in format ion p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

d . Recommended Self-Announce P h r a s e o l o g i e s : 

( 1 ) Inbound 

Example: 

STRAWN TRAFFIC, APACHE TWO TWO FIVE ZULU, (POSITION) , (ALTITUDE), OR 
DESCENDING THROUGH (ALTITUDE) OR ENTERING DOWNWIND/BASE/FINAL (AS APPROPRIATE) 
RUNWAY ONE SEVEN STRAWN, ETC. 

STRAWN TRAFFIC APACHE TWO TWO FIVE ZULU CLEAR OF RUNWAY ONE SEVEN STRAWN. 

( 2 ) Outbound 

Example: 

STRAWN TRAFFIC, QUEEENAIRE SEVEN ONE FIVE FIVE BRAVO (LOCATION ON AIRPORT) 
TAXIING TO RUNWAY TWO SIX STRAWN. 

STRAWN TRAFFIC, QUEENAIRE SEVEN ONE FIVE FIVE BRAVO DEPARTING RUNWAY TWO 
SIX STRAWN. 

P a g e 4 P a r 8 
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10. SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDED COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES• 

FACILITY AT 
COMMUNICATION/BROADCAST 

PROCF.riTTRRS FACILITY AT 
AIRPORT FREQUENCY USE 

OUTBOUND INBOUND 

a. UNICOM 
(No Tower or FSS) 

Communicate with UNICOM 
station on published 
CTAF frequency (122.7, 
122.8, or 123.0J. If 
unable to contact UNICOM 
station, use self-
announce procedures on 
CTAF 

Before 

taxiing 

and 

10 miles 

out. 

Entering 
b. No Tower, FSS, or 

UNICOM 
Self-announce on CTAF 
MULTICOM frequency 122.9 

n 

Before 

taxiing 

and 

10 miles 

out. 

Entering 

c. No Tower, Tower 
Closed, FSS Open 

Communicate with FSS 
on CTAF frequency. 

taking downwind 

runway Base or 

final. 

d. FSS Closed * 
(No Tower) 

Self-announce on CTAF. for 

Base or 

final. 

takeoff. 
e. Tower Closed, * 

FSS Closed, or no 
FSS 

Self-announce on CTAF. 
takeoff. Clear of 

runway. 

*If there is a UNICOM station in operation on the airport, obtain wind and 
runway information from UNICOM. Return to and monitor CTAF and make 
self-announce broadcasts as appropriate. The wind direction and runway 
information may not be available on UNICOM frequency 122.950. 
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11- IFR AIRCRAFT. When o p e r a t i n g i n accordance w i th an IFR c lea rance and 
ATC approves a change to the a d v i s o r y f requency, make an e x p e d i t i o u s change 
t o the CTAF and employ the app ropr i a t e t r a f f i c a d v i s o r y procedures . 

12. GROUND VEHICLE OPERATION. A i r p o r t ground v e h i c l e s equipped wi th radios 
should monitor the CTAF frequency when ope ra t i ng on the movement area of an 
a i r p o r t and remain c l e a r of runways/taxiways being used by a i r c r a f t . Radio 
t ransmissions from ground v e h i c l e s should be conf ined t o s a f e t y - r e l a t e d 
m a t t e r s . 

13. RADIO CONTROL OF AIRPORT LIGHTING SYSTEMS. Whenever p o s s i b l e , the CTAF 
w i l l be used t o c o n t r o l a i r p o r t l i g h t i n g systems at uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . 
This e l i m i n a t e s the need f o r p i l o t s t o change f requenc ies to turn the l i g h t s 
on and a l l o w s a continuous l i s t e n i n g watch on a s i n g l e f requency . The CTAF i s 
published on the instrument approach char t and in o the r app ropr i a t e ae ronau t i ­
c a l in format ion p u b l i c a t i o n s . For fu r ther d e t a i l s concerning r a d i o c o n t r o l l e d 
l i g h t s , see AC 150/5340.27. 

14. DESIGNATED UNICOM/MULTICOM FREQUENCIES. The f o l l o w i n g l i s t i n g d e p i c t s 
UNICOM and MULTICOM frequency uses as des igna ted by the Federa l Communica­
t ions Commission ( F C C ) . 

Frequency Use 

122.700 — Uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
122.800 Uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
123.000 — Uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
122.900 (MULTICOM FREQUENCY) A i r p o r t s 

wi th no tower , FSS, Or UNICOM 
122.950 A i r p o r t s w i th a c o n t r o l tower 
122.725 P r i v a t e a i r p o r t s (not open t o p u b l i c ) 
122.750 — P r i v a t e a i r p o r t s (not open t o p u b l i c ) 

and a i r - t o - a i r communications 
122.975 High a l t i t u d e 
123.050 H e l i p o r t s 
123.075 H e l i p o r t s 

NOTE: In some areas of the count ry , frequency i n t e r f e r e n c e may be encoun­
t e r ed from nearby a i r p o r t s using the same UNICOM f requency . Where t h i s i s a 
problem, UNICOM opera tors are encouraged t o deve lop a " l e a s t i n t e r f e r e n c e " 
frequency assignment plan f o r a i r p o r t s concerned using the three f requencies 
des igna ted f o r uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . UNICOM l i c e n s e e s may then reques t FCC 
t o ass ign f requencies in accordance w i th the p lan , which they w i l l be g lad 
t o c o n s i d e r . 

P a g e 6 P a r 1 1 
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15. USE OF UNICOM FOR ATC PURPOSES. UNICOM SERVICE SHALL NOT BE USED FOR 
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL PURPOSES, except f o r the ve rba t im r e l a y of ATC informa­
t i o n l i m i t e d t o the f o l l o w i n g : 

a. R e v i s i o n of proposed depar ture time* 

b . Takeo f f , a r r i v a l , or f l i g h t plan c a n c e l l a t i o n t i m e . 

c . ATC c l e a r a n c e , p rov ided arrangements are made between the ATC 
f a c i l i t y and the UNICOM l i c e n s e e to handle such messages. 

16. MISCELLANEOUS. The rapid growth o f gene ra l a v i a t i o n and the increased 
t r a f f i c at many uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s r e q u i r e the h ighes t degree o f v i g i l ­
ance on the par t o f p i l o t s t o see and a v o i d a i r c r a f t wh i l e opera t ing t o or 
from such a i r p o r t s . P i l o t s should s tay a l e r t a t a l l t i m e s , a n t i c i p a t e the 
unexpected, use the publ ished CTAF f requency, and f o l l o w recommended a i r p o r t 
a d v i s o r y p r a c t i c e s . 

R. J . Van Vuren 
D i r e c t o r , A i r T r a f f i c S e r v i c e 

ftU.S. G O V E R N M E N T P R I N T I N G O F F I C E i 1 9 8 3 - 3 6 t " 4 2 6 / 2 3 8 9 
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