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ADVISORY 
CIRCULAR 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
SUBJECT'. TRAFFIC ADVISORY PRACTICES AT NONTOWER AIRPORTS 

1. PURPOSE. This c i r c u l a r e s t a b l i s h e s , as good ope ra t i ng p r a c t i c e , 
procedures f o r p i l o t s t o be appr i sed o f , o r exchange t r a f f i c in fo rmat ion , 
when approaching or depa r t i ng uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . 

2 . CANCELLATION. A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r AC 90-42, dated 9 December 1968, 
i s c a n c e l l e d . 

3. DISCUSSION. 

a. Various r u l e s , t echn iques , and experiments have been t r i e d t o 
minimize a i r c r a f t c o l l i s i o n p o t e n t i a l around uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
by augmenting the primary method o f c o l l i s i o n avo idance ; i . e . , 
" s e e and be seen . " There has been no standard publ ished procedure 
whereby a i r c r a f t can exchange o r announce t r a f f i c in format ion w h i l e 
ope ra t ing to o r from uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s , 

b . There i s no s u b s t i t u t e f o r a l e r t n e s s w h i l e i n the v i c i n i t y o f an 
a i r p o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i nce o the r a i r c r a f t may not have 
communications c a p a b i l i t y . An a i r p o r t may have a f l i g h t s e r v i c e 
s t a t i o n ( F S S ) , UNICOM o p e r a t o r , o r no f a c i l i t y a t a l l . P i l o t s 
should predetermine what , i f any, s e r v i c e i s a v a i l a b l e a t a 
p a r t i c u l a r a i r p o r t . Combining an a u r a l / v i s u a l a l e r t n e s s and 
complying w i th the f o l l o w i n g recommended p r a c t i c e s w i l l enhance 
s a f e ty o f f l i g h t i n t o and out o f uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . 

4 . RECOMMENDED TRAFFIC ADVISORY PRACTICES. As standard ope ra t ing p r a c t i c e 
a l l inbound t r a f f i c should cont inuously monitor the app ropr i a t e f i e l d 
f a c i l i t y frequency from 15 m i l e s to l and ing . Departure a i r c r a f t should 
monitor the app ropr i a t e frequency e i t h e r p r i o r to or when ready to t a x i . 

a. Inbound A i r c r a f t . 
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ADVISORY CIRCULAR 
D E P A R T M E N T OF T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Washington, D.C. 

Subject: TRAFFIC ADVISORY PRACTICES AT NONTOWER AIRPORTS 

1. PURPOSE. This c i r c u l a r contains good opera t ing p r a c t i c e s and procedures 
f o r use when approaching or depar t ing a i r p o r t s that do not have a tower in 
o p e r a t i o n . 

2 # CANCELLATION. A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r AC 90-42A, dated August 16, 1972, i s 
cance led . 

3 . DISCUSSION. 

a. In the i n t e r e s t o f promoting s a f e t y , the Federa l A v i a t i o n 
Admin i s t r a t i on (FAA) through i t s Airman 's In fo rmat ion Manual ( A I M ) and 
adv i so ry c i r c u l a r p u b l i c a t i o n p rov ides good ope ra t ing p r a c t i c e s and/or 
procedures f o r p i l o t s t o ob ta in a i r p o r t in format ion , be aware of o ther 
t r a f f i c or exchange t r a f f i c in format ion when approaching or depar t ing an 
uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t . 

b . There i s no subs t i t u t e f o r a l e r t n e s s w h i l e in the v i c i n i t y o f an 
a i r p o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i nce o the r a i r c r a f t may not have communications 
c a p a b i l i t y or p i l o t s may not communicate t h e i r presence or i n t e n t i o n s . 
An a i r p o r t may have a f l i g h t s e r v i c e s t a t i o n ( F S S ) , UNICOM o p e r a t o r , or 
no f a c i l i t y a t a l l . P i l o t s should predetermine what, i f any, s e r v i c e i s 
a v a i l a b l e at a p a r t i c u l a r a i r p o r t . Check current d i rec to ry / supplement 
pub l i c a t i ons or app ropr i a t e n a v i g a t i o n char ts t o determine which frequency 
should be used. Combining an a u r a l / v i s u a l a l e r t n e s s and complying w i th the 
f o l l o w i n g recommended p r a c t i c e s w i l l enhance s a f e ty o f f l i g h t i n t o and out 
of uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s . 

4 . RECOMMENDED TRAFFIC ADVISORY PRACTICES. As standard opera t ing p r a c t i c e , 
a l l inbound t r a f f i c should cont inuously moni tor the appropr i a t e f i e l d f a c i l i t y 
frequency from 10 m i l e s t o l and ing . Departure a i r c r a f t should monitor the 
appropr i a t e frequency from s t a r t o f t a x i u n t i l 10 m i l e s from the a i r p o r t 
unless the FARs or l o c a l procedures r e q u i r e o t h e r w i s e . 
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a. Recommended Outbound/Inbound Repor ts -

FACILITY AT 
AIRPORT 

1. UNICOM OPERATOR 
(No Tower or FSS) 

2 . Par t -Time Tower 
C losed , FSS Closed 

3 . FSS Closed 
(No Tower) 

4 . No Tower, 
FSS o r UNICOM 
Operator 

5. Par t -Time Tower 
C losed , FSS Open 

FREQUENCY 

Communicate w i t h 
UNICOM ope ra to r 
on 122.7, 122.8 , 
or 123.0 as 
a p p r o p r i a t e . I f 
unable to contac t 
UNICOM o p e r a t o r , 
use appropr i a t e 
UNICOM frequency 
to broadcast 
p o s i t i o n or 
i n t en t i ons in 
the b l i n d . 

Broadcast p o s i t i o n 
or i n t e n t i o n s in 
the b l i n d on tower 
f requency. 

Broadcast p o s i t i o n 
or i n t en t i ons in 
the b l i n d on 123.6 . 

Broadcast p o s i t i o n 
i n t e n t i o n s in the 
b l i n d on 122.9 . 

Communicate wi th 
FSS on tower 
frequency f o r 
a i r p o r t i n f o r ­
mation. At non-
FAA tower l o c a t i o n s 
use 123.6 . 

BROADCAST POSITION 

OUTBOUND INBOUND 

Before Enter ing 
taking downwind, 
runway f o r and f i n a l , 
t a k e o f f . 

Be fo re Enter ing 
taking downwind, 
runway f o r and f i n a l , 
t a k e o f f . 

Be fo re Enter ing 
taking downwind 
runway f o r and f i n a l , 
t a k e o f f . 

Be fo re Enter ing 
taking downwind 
runway f o r and f i n a l , 
t a k e o f f . 

Before 
t a x i i n g 
and 
taking 

10 mi l e s 
from 
a i r p o r t , 
en t e r i ng 

runway f o r downwind 
t a k e o f f . and f i n a l . 
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6. FSS Open 
(No Tower) 

Communicate w i th 
FSS on 123.6 f o r 
a i r p o r t in fo rmat ion . 

Before 
t a x i i n g 
and 
taking 

10 m i l e s 
from 
a i r p o r t , 
e n t e r i n g 

runway f o r downwind 
t a k e o f f . and f i n a l . 

b . In communications wi th an FSS e s t a b l i s h two-way communications 
b e f o r e t r ansmi t t ing outbound/inbound i n t e n t i o n s / i n f o r m a t i o n . Depart ing 
a i r c r a f t should s t a t e the a i r c r a f t t ype , f u l l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n number, 
type of f l i g h t planned; i . e . , VFR o r IFR and the planned d e s t i n a t i o n or 
d i r e c t i o n o f f l i g h t . I f communications wi th a UNICOM i s necessary a f t e r 
i n i t i a l r epo r t t o FSS, re turn to FSS frequency fo r t r a f f i c update. 

c . An FSS p rov ides wind d i r e c t i o n and v e l o c i t y , favored or designated 
runway, a l t i m e t e r s e t t i n g , known t r a f f i c , n o t i c e s t o airmen, a i r p o r t t a x i 
rou tes , a i r p o r t t r a f f i c pa t t e rn in format ion , and instrument approach 
procedures . These elements are v a r i e d so as t o best se rve the current 
t r a f f i c s i t u a t i o n . Some a i r p o r t managers have s p e c i f i e d that under 
c e r t a i n wind or o ther cond i t i ons des ignated runways are used. P i l o t s 
using o ther than the favored or des ignated runway should adv i se the FSS 
immedia te ly . (Cau t ion : a l l a i r c r a f t in the v i c i n i t y of an a i r p o r t may 
not be in communication w i t h the F S S . ) 

d . When unable to communicate wi th an FSS o r UNICOM ope ra to r , use o f 
the appropr ia te UNICOM, tower or FSS frequency t o b l i n d broadcast your 
p o s i t i o n and/or i n t e n t i o n s i s recommended. I f there i s no tower , FSS, or 
UNICOM on the a i r p o r t , multicom frequency 122.90 should be used f o r 
b l i n d broadcas t . To reduce frequency conges t ion and make i t e a s i e r f o r 
o ther p i l o t s t o understand the message speak s l o w l y and d i s t i n c t l y and 
keep your broadcast t o an abso lu te minimum. A l s o l i s t e n f o r o ther a i r c r a f t 
who may be broadcas t ing in the b l i n d . (Cau t ion : a l l a i r c r a f t may not be 
complying wi th the recommended b l i n d broadcast p r o c e d u r e . ) 

e . Recommended Bl ind Broadcast P h r a s e o l o g i e s -

( 1 ) Inbound 

Example: 

STRAWN TRAFFIC, APACHE TWO TWO FIVE ZULU, ENTERING DOWNWIND FOR RUNWAY ONE 
SEVEN STRAWN. 

( 2 ) Outbound 

Example: 

STRAWN TRAFFIC, QUEENAIRE SEVEN ONE FIVE FIVE BRAVO DEPARTING RUNWAY TWO 
SIX STRAWN. 
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5, AERONAUTICAL ADVISORY STATIONS (UNICOM). 

a. UNICOM i s a nongovernment a i r /g round r a d i o communication f a c i l i t y 
which may p rov ide a i r p o r t adv i so ry s e r v i c e s at c e r t a i n a i r p o r t s . Loca t ions 
and f requenc ies o f UNICOMs are shown on ae ronau t i ca l char ts and p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

b . On p i l o t reques t UNICOM s t a t i o n s l o c a t e d at no tower /no FSS a i r p o r t s 
may p rov ide p i l o t s w i th weather in fo rmat ion , wind d i r e c t i o n , the runway the 
wind f a v o r s , and o the r necessary in fo rma t ion . 

6. COMMUNICATIONS WITH UNICOM STATION. 

a. I n communicating w i th a UNICOM s t a t i o n the f o l l o w i n g p r a c t i c e s w i l l 
help reduce frequency c o n g e s t i o n , f a c i l i t a t e a b e t t e r understanding of 
p i l o t i n t e n t i o n s and l o c a t i o n i n the t r a f f i c pa t t e rn and enhance s a f e t y o f 
f l i g h t : 

( 1 ) S e l e c t the c o r r e c t UNICOM f requency . 

( 2 ) C a l l f o r runway in use approximately 10 m i l e s from the a i r p o r t . 
L i s t e n on the frequency p r i o r t o t r ansmi t t ing s i n c e you may be ab le t o pick 
up the runway in use and e l i m i n a t e the need t o make a t ransmiss ion . 

( 3 ) S t a t e the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the UNICOM s t a t i o n you are c a l l i n g 
i n each t ransmiss ion . 

( 4 ) Make sure you r e c e i v e a response from the s t a t i o n being c a l l e d 
s ince many s t a t i o n s and a i r c r a f t a t o the r a i r p o r t s t ransmit on the same 
UNICOM f requency . 

( 5 ) Speak s lowly and d i s t i n c t l y . 

( 6 ) To the ex ten t p r a c t i c a b l e , c o n f i n e your conve r sa t ion t o o p e r a t i o n a l 
matters* 

( 7 ) UNICOM f requenc ies ass igned t o uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s should not be 
used f o r a i r - t o - a i r communications. 

b . Recommended UNICOM P h r a s e o l o g i e s : 

( 1 ) Inbound 

Example: 

FREDERICK UNICOM CESSNA 123 REQUEST AIRPORT ADVISORY. 
FREDERICK UNICOM CESSNA 123 ENTERING DOWNWIND/FINAL FOR RUNWAY ONE NINE. 
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( 2 ) Outbound 

Example: 

FREDERICK UNICOM CESSNA 123 DEPARTING RUNWAY ONE NINE. 

7. DESIGNATED UNICOM FREQUENCIES. The f o l l o w i n g l i s t i n g d e p i c t s the 
f requenc ies which a re cu r r en t ly des igna ted by the Federa l Communications 
Commission (FCC) f o r use as Aeronau t i ca l Adv i so ry S t a t i ons (UNICOM). 

Frequency Use 

122.700 uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
122.800 uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
123.000 uncon t ro l l ed a i r p o r t s 
122.725 p r i v a t e a i r p o r t s (no t open t o 
122.750 p r i v a t e a i r p o r t s ( n o t open t o 

communications 
122.950 a i r p o r t s wi th a c o n t r o l tower 
122.975 high a l t i t u d e 
123.050 h e l i p o r t s 
123.075 h e l i p o r t s 

8. USE OF UNICOM FOR ATC PURPOSES. UNICOM SERVICE SHALL NOT BE USED FOR 
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL PURPOSES, except f o r the verbat im r e l a y o f ATC i n f o r ­
mation l i m i t e d t o the f o l l o w i n g : 

a. R e v i s i o n of proposed departure t ime. 

b . Takeof f , a r r i v a l , o r f l i g h t plan c a n c e l l a t i o n t ime . 

c . ATC c l e a r a n c e , provided arrangements are made between the ATC f a c i l i 
and the UNICOM l i c e n s e e t o handle such messages. 

9 . MISCELLANEOUS. The rapid growth of gene ra l a v i a t i o n and the increased 
t r a f f i c at many uncon t ro l l ed genera l a v i a t i o n a i r p o r t s p l aces an added 
burden on p i l o t s to see-and-avoid a i r c r a f t w h i l e ope ra t ing t o or from such 
a i r p o r t s . I t a l s o behooves a l l p i l o t s t o s tay a l e r t at a l l t imes , a n t i c i p a t 
the unexpected, and adhere t o publ ished a i r p o r t adv i so ry p r a c t i c e s . 

R . J . VAN VUREN 
Deputy D i r e c t o r , A i r T r a f f i c S e r v i c e 
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