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SUBJECT: STANDARD INSTRUMENT DEPARTURE/ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 

1. PURPOSE. Th i s c i r c u l a r d e s c r i b e s the r e v i s e d and combined Standard 
Instrument Departure ( S I D ) and Standard Terminal A r r i v a l Route (STAR) 
program, 

2. CANCELLATION. AC 90-41, Standard Terminal A r r i v a l Routes , i s c a n c e l l e d , 

3. BACKGROUND. 

a . Airman 's In fo rma t ion Manual 

b . U . S. Government Standard Instrument Departure (S ID) P u b l i c a t i o n s -
Eastern and Western United S t a t e s . 

4 . DEFINITIONS. 

a . S ID. A preplanned coded a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l IFR departure r o u t i n g , 
p r in t ed f o r p i l o t use i n g raph ic and t e x t u a l or t e x t u a l form o n l y . 

b . STAR. A preplanned coded a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l IFR a r r i v a l rou t ing 
p r in t ed f o r p i l o t use i n graphic and t e x t u a l or t e x t u a l form o n l y . 

5 . DISCUSSION* 

a . Past a c t i o n s t o reduce p i l o t / c o n t r o l l e r workload and conges t i on of 
communication f requenc ies inc lude the current SID and STAR programs. 
The SID program, i n e f f e c t s i nce 1954, and the STAR program, i m p l e ­
mented i n 1968, have both proven b e n e f i c i a l toward that end. They 
p rov ide the means f o r r educ t ion of the o f t e n l eng thy communications 
necessary t o d e s c r i b e the routes f o r IFR depar ture from an a i r p o r t and 
t r a n s i t i o n from the en rou te t o the t e rmina l phase of IFR f l i g h t . A l s o , 
the r e su l t an t c l ea rance s i m p l i f i c a t i o n can reduce the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
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b . SIDs may be implemented f o r depar ture routes from any a i r p o r t . STARs 
may be implemented and a p p l i e d t o the preinstrument approach phase o f 
f l i g h t . They a re planned on a l o c a t i o n bas i s r a the r than an i n d i v i ­
dual user b a s i s . Each i s l i m i t e d i n numbers t o those r equ i red t o 
meet o p e r a t i o n a l needs . 

c . P i l o t use of SIDs/STARs was not r e s t r i c t e d by past program 
requ i rements . However, use of the procedures by a i r t r a f f i c c o n t r o l 
(ATC) was r e s t r i c t e d t o a i r c r a f t who, through group r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
had i nd i ca t ed a d e s i r e t o use them and t o those i n d i v i d u a l a i r c r a f t 
whose p i l o t s i nd i ca t ed d e s i r e d use . 

d . Expansion of the SID and STAR programs t o p rov ide f o r a p p l i c a t i o n t o 
any a i r c r a f t ope ra t ing IFR from or t o an a i r p o r t where e i t h e r or both 
types of procedures a re i n e f f e c t was a planned phase of each o r i g i n a l 
program. I t has been determined tha t such expansion i s f e a s i b l e and 
tha t expanded p i l o t / A T C system b e n e f i t s can be d e r i v e d . B e n e f i t s i n 
the form of reduced communications a re demonstrated i n the f o l l o w i n g 
example depar ture and a r r i v a l c l e a r a n c e s . 

( 1 ) A t y p i c a l depar ture c l ea rance would b e : 

" . , . . AFTER TAKEOFF CLIMB VIA OAKLAND TWO EIGHT EIGHT RADIAL 
TO THREE THOUSAND, CROSS OAKLAND TWO EIGHT EIGHT FOUR MILE DME 
F I X AT OR BELOW THREE THOUSAND, TURN RIGHT HEADING ZERO SIX ZERO, 
INTERCEPT AND PROCEED VIA THE OAKLAND ZERO TWO TWO RADIAL TO 
COLLEGE INTERSECTION, CROSS COLLEGE AT OR ABOVE FIVE THOUSAND, 
THENCE VIA THE OAKLAND ZERO TWO TWO RADIAL AND SACRAMENTO ONE 
NINER FIVE RADIAL TO SACRAMENTO . . . . " 

Using a SID, the depar ture c lea rance issued by ATC would b e : 

" . . . .COLLEGE TWO DEPARTURE, SACRAMENTO TRANSITION . . . . " 

( 2 ) A t y p i c a l d e t a i l e d preinstrument approach a r r i v a l rou te c lea rance 
would b e ; 

" . . . . FROM OVER THE POINT REYES VORTAC VIA THE POINT REYES 
ONE FOUR FOUR RADIAL TO HALF MOON BAY INTERSECTION THENCE VIA 
THE WOODSIDE TWO FIVE FOUR RADIAL TO WOODSIDE, EXPECT RADAR 
VECTORS TO ILS RUNWAY TWO EIGHT LOCALIZER , . , . " 

Using a STAR, the same c l ea rance would be.: 

" , . , .POINT REYES ONE ARRIVAL . . . . " 
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6 . PUBLICATION. 

a. SID data a re publ ished i n the Na t iona l F l i g h t Data Diges t f o r use by 
char t ing o r g a n i z a t i o n s . L i s t s of l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n the conterminous 
48 s t a t e s w i th e s t a b l i s h e d SIDs/STARs are publ ished i n Par t 3 of the 
A I M . Agency p u b l i c a t i o n of SIDs i n t e x t u a l and graphic form i s i n 
U . S. Government Eas te rn , Western and Alaska SID b o o k l e t s and i n the 
P a c i f i c Chart Supplement. When an urgent need e x i s t s , i n t e r i m 
p u b l i c a t i o n of SIDs may be accomplished i n Par t 3 of the AIM, the 
Alaska Supplement and Spec i a l N o t i c e s t o the P a c i f i c Chart Supplement. 

b . STAR data a re published i n the Na t iona l F l i g h t Data Diges t f o r use by 
char t ing o r g a n i z a t i o n s . A d d i t i o n a l l y , u n t i l such time that agency 
char t ing i s accompl ished, the name and f u l l t e x t o f each STAR w i t h i n 
the conterminous 48 s t a t e s w i l l be c a r r i e d i n Par t 3 of the AIM. 
Charting of STARs i n the same or s i m i l a r manner used fo r SIDs i s 
planned. 

c . SID/STAR computer i d e n t i f i c a t i o n codes are published f o r use i n ARTCC 
computer systems. These codes may be t ransmi t ted o n - l i n e t o a 
Center computer by o f f i c e s such as FSSs and m i l i t a r y / a i r c a r r i e r 
f l i g h t o p e r a t i o n s . 

APPLICATION. 

a . ATC. An IFR c lea rance con ta in ing a SID or a STAR may be issued by 
ATC whenever a p p r o p r i a t e . 

b . P i l o t . 

( 1 ) A SID/STAR, when a par t of a f i l e d f l i g h t plan and issued as a 
c l e a r a n c e , i . e . , "CLEARED AS F I L E D , " or when ass igned by ATC and 
accepted by a p i l o t , c o n s t i t u t e s the ATC c lea rance or a p o r t i o n 
t h e r e o f and p i l o t s a re expected t o comply w i th a l l p r o v i s i o n s of 
the SID/STAR unless o the rwise au thor ized by ATC. 

( 2 ) Use of a SID or STAR by any p i l o t r equ i r e s that he have i n h is 
possess ion at l e a s t a t e x t u a l d e s c r i p t i o n of the approved 
e f f e c t i v e p rocedure . The t e x t u a l d e s c r i p t i o n of each procedure , 
when issued i n an ATC c lea rance by name, and accepted by the 
p i l o t c o n s t i t u t e s the ATC c lea rance or p o r t i o n t h e r e o f , 

( 3 ) I t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of each p i l o t t o accept or r e j e c t any 
issued c l e a r a n c e , inc lud ing one c o n s i s t i n g o f a SID or STAR. 

( 4 ) C i v i l p i l o t s who f o r any reason do not wish SIDs/STARs app l i ed 
i n an ATC c lea rance may so i n d i c a t e by inc lud ing i n the remarks 
s e c t i o n of t h e i r f l i g h t plan "NO SID/STAR" as a p p r o p r i a t e . 
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( 5 ) An a l t e r n a t i v e but l e s s d e s i r a b l e method by which p i l o t s may 
adv i s e ATC tha t they do not have or do not wish t o use SIDs/ 
STARs I s t o v e r b a l l y s t a t e "NO SIDs 'V 'NO STARs," as a p p r o p r i a t e , 
when r eques t ing IFR depar ture c l ea rance or upon f i r s t con tac t 
w i th the a i r rou te t r a f f i c c o n t r o l cen te r w i t h i n whose area the 
d e s t i n a t i o n a i r p o r t i s l o c a t e d . 

( 6 ) U n t i l such t ime tha t m i l i t a r y p u b l i c a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
STARs t o m i l i t a r y p i l o t s I s accompl ished, ATC w i l l not i ssue a 
c l ea rance con ta in ing a STAR t o a m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t unless 
s p e c i f i c a l l y reques ted by the p i l o t . Request may be made by 
i n c l u s i o n of "STAR" i n the remarks' s e c t i o n o f the f l i g h t plan or 
the l e s s d e s i r a b l e method o f v e r b a l l y r eques t ing use of a STAR 
upon f i r s t con tac t w i t h the a i r rou te t r a f f i c c o n t r o l cen te r 
w i t h i n whose area the d e s t i n a t i o n a i r p o r t i s l o c a t e d . 
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