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1. PURPOSE. This a d v i s o r y c i r c u l a r p r o v i d e s the d e t a i l s o f the F l i g h t 
I n s t r u c t o r o f the Year Award Program. Th i s program i s a j o i n t e f f o r t 
o f the Fede ra l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , AOPA A i r S a f e t y Foundat ion 
and the a v i a t i o n community. 

2 . CANCELLATION. A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r 61-52A, da ted A p r i l 4 , 1973 , i s 
c a n c e l l e d . 

3. BACKGROUND. The Fede ra l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t a t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f 
the a v i a t i o n i n d u s t r y have e s t a b l i s h e d a F l i g h t I n s t r u c t o r o f the Year 
Award Program. Th i s i s p r o j e c t e d t o be an annual e v e n t . 

4 . OBJECTIVE OF AWARDS. The F l i g h t I n s t r u c t o r o f the Year Award g i v e s 
r e c o g n i t i o n t o f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r s who have made o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n s t o a i r s a f e t y through t h e i r f l i g h t i n s t r u c t i n g p r a c t i c e s . 
The g o a l s o f t h i s e f f o r t a re t o r e c o g n i z e the impor tance o f the f l i g h t 
i n s t r u c t o r , t o main ta in a c l o s e working r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 
f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r and the Fede ra l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t o 
emphasize the p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m o f the f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r i n t h i s v i t a l 
s a f e t y r o l e . 

5 . NUMBER OF AWARDS. 

a . D i s t r i c t Award. I n i t i a l awards w i l l be made a t the l o c a l l e v e l , 
one in each o f the Genera l A v i a t i o n D i s t r i c t O f f i c e s (GADO) and 
F l i g h t Standards D i s t r i c t O f f i c e s (FSDO). D i s t r i c t winners 
become c o m p e t i t i v e l y e l i g i b l e f o r FAA r e g i o n a l awards . 

b . R e g i o n a l Awards . Twelve r e g i o n a l awards w i l l be made c o n s i s t i n g 
o f one award i n each o f the f o l l o w i n g r e g i o n s : ( 1 ) Eas t e rn , ( 2 ) 
Southern ( i n c l u d e s Puer to R i c o and the V i r g i n I s l a n d s ) , ( 3 ) South­
w e s t , ( 4 ) C e n t r a l , ( 5 ) Wes te rn , ( 6 ) P a c i f i c ( i n c l u d e s A s i a , Guam, South 
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P a c i f i c ) , ( 7 ) A l a s k a n , ( 8 ) New England, ( 9 ) Great Lakes , ( 1 0 ) Nor th ­
w e s t , ( 11 ) Rocky Mountain , and ( 1 2 ) European ( i n c l u d e s A f r i c a and 
Middle E a s t ) . The r e g i o n a l winners a re c o m p e t i t i v e l y e l i g i b l e f o r 
the n a t i o n a l award. 

c . N a t i o n a l Award. There w i l l be one n a t i o n a l winner s e l e c t e d from the 
r e g i o n a l w i n n e r s . 

6 . DESCRIPTION OF AWARDS. 

a . D i s t r i c t Award. An FAA c e r t i f i c a t e i n s c r i b e d w i t h the Department o f 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e a l and c i t a t i o n , s i g n e d by the c h i e f o f the GADO/ 
FSDO. 

b . R e g i o n a l Award. An FAA c e r t i f i c a t e i n s c r i b e d w i t h the Department o f 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e a l and c i t a t i o n , s i g n e d by the r e g i o n a l d i r e c t o r 
and p l a s t i c i z e d on a p l a q u e . 

c . Nat iona1 Award. A t rophy c r e a t e d f o r the agency engraved wi th the 
Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e a l and c i t a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n , the 
AOPA A i r S a f e t y Foundat ion has p l edged a one thousand d o l l a r ( $ 1 , 0 0 0 ) 
cash honorarium t o the n a t i o n a l w i n n e r . 

d . Other Awards. Var ious a v i a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s may p re sen t a d d i t i o n a l 
awards t o the l o c a l , r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l w i n n e r s . These awards 
w i l l be announced dur ing the award c e r e m o n i e s . 

7 . AWARD PRESENTATION. 

a . L o c a l Awards . The l o c a l awards a re p r e s e n t e d i n ce r emon ie s s chedu led 
by the l o c a l GAD0/FSD0 c h i e f . 

b . R e g i o n a l Awards . The r e g i o n a l awards a re p r e s e n t e d in ce r emon ie s 
schedu led by the FAA r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s . 

c . Na t iona l Award. The n a t i o n a l award v i l i be p r e s e n t e d i n Washington , 
D. C. T r a v e l c o s t s f o r the n a t i o n a l winner and the w i n n e r ' s immediate 
fami ly w i l l be pa id by the AOPA A i r S a f e t y Founda t ion . 

d . The FAA d o e s not pay t r a v e l or per diem c o s t s f o r winners or t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s . T r a v e l arrangements f o r l o c a l and r e g i o n a l winners a r e 
made by the agency in c o n j u n c t i o n wi th the a v i a t i o n i n d u s t r y and the 
w i n n e r s ' s p o n s o r i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

e . See paragraph 11 f o r s c h e d u l e . 

8 . AWARD GUIDELINE. These g u i d e l i n e s f o r the s e l e c t i o n o f winners have 
been e s t a b l i s h e d ; 
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a . E f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

( 1 ) I n s t r u c t i n g r e c o r d . 
( 2 ) S a f e t y r e c o r d o f i n s t r u c t o r and s t u d e n t s . 
(3) Student i n s t r u c t o r r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
( 4 ) P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m as a t e a c h e r . 
( 5 ) The number o f s tuden t s s u c c e s s f u l l y p a s s i n g the f l i g h t t e s t on 

the f i r s t a t tempt (pas t 24 m o n t h s ) . 

b . I n i t i a t i v e . 

( 1 ) Sugges t i ng a n d / o r implementing new i d e a s f o r t r a i n i n g and 
s a f e t y . 

( 2 ) Se l f - improvement programs ( a c q u i r i n g new c e r t i f i c a t e s , 
a t t e n d i n g c o u r s e s , c l i n i c s , s emina r s , e t c . ) . 

(3) D e v e l o p i n g t r a i n i n g a i d s and improving methods o f p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 

c . F o s t e r i n g o f a v i a t i o n . 

( 1 ) Promot ion o f i n t e r e s t i n g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n through c o n t a c t w i th 
s tuden t s and the p u b l i c i n g e n e r a l . 

( 2 ) Speaking t o c o l l e g e , u n i v e r s i t y , h i g h s c h o o l , c i v i c c l u b 
g r o u p s , e t c . 

d . Compliance wi th and knowledge o f the Fede ra l A v i a t i o n R e g u l a t i o n s . 

( 1 ) A t t i t u d e o f i n s t r u c t o r c o n c e r n i n g c o m p l i a n c e wi th FARs. 
( 2 ) A t t i t u d e o f s tuden t s as a f f e c t e d by i n s t r u c t o r ' s a b i l i t y . 
(3) Knowledge o f the n a t i o n a l a v i a t i o n system i n g e n e r a l . 
( 4 ) Knowledge o f FARsl , 61 and 91 s p e c i f i c a l l y . 

e . P e r i o d o f time t o be c o n s i d e r e d . 

A c t i v i t i e s f o r which a c a n d i d a t e is t o be r e c o g n i z e d should have 
o c c u r r e d w i t h i n the c u r r e n t c a l e n d a r y e a r . 

9 . ELIGIBILITY FOR CONSIDERATION. 

a . A s t u d e n t , p i l o t , s u p e r v i s o r or o the r knowledgeab le p e r s o n , or an 
e l i g i b l e f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r h i m s e l f , may submit an en t ry f o r c o n ­
s i d e r a t i o n . E n t r i e s shou ld be submi t ted t o the FAA d i s t r i c t o f f i c e 
which s e r v e s the a rea i n which the i n s t r u c t o r i s employed , us ing 
FAA Form 1 2 1 0 - 5 , ENTRY FOR FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD. 
C o p i e s o f FAA Form 1210-5 may be o b t a i n e d from your FAA d i s t r i c t 
o f f i c e , or you may use a f a c s i m i l e which p r o v i d e s the i n f o r m a t i o n 
shown on the fo rm. 

b . Winners a re s e l e c t e d w i t h o u t r ega rd t o r a c e , c o l o r , c r e e d , sex or 
n a t i o n a l o r i g i n . 

c . F l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r s who h o l d a v a l i d and c u r r e n t FAA F l i g h t I n s t r u c t o r 
C e r t i f i c a t e a re e l i g i b l e . 
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d . Employees o f the Fede ra l A v i a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the AOPA A i r 
Sa fe ty Founda t ion a r e no t e l i g i b l e . 

e . Entrants must be a c t i v e f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r s . An a c t i v e f l i g h t i n ­
s t r u c t o r i s d e f i n e d as one who has t r a i n e d ten s u c c e s s f u l s tuden t s 
in the two y e a r s p r e c e d i n g the submiss ion da te o f the e n t r y . A 
s u c c e s s f u l s tuden t i s d e f i n e d as one who has r e c e i v e d the r e q u i r e d 
f l i g h t i n s t r u c t i o n in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the t e s t a n d / o r r ecom­
mendat ion from the f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r c o n c e r n e d and has s u c c e s s f u l l y 
passed the f l i g h t t e s t f o r a p i l o t or f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r c e r t i f i c a t e 
or r a t i n g on the f i r s t a t t emp t . 

10 , SCREENING AND SELECTION. 

a . Sc r een ing o f e n t r i e s and s e l e c t i o n o f winners f o r the d i s t r i c t and 
r e g i o n a l awards w i l l be made by FAA p e r s o n n e l in c o n s u l t a t i o n wi th 
members o f the a v i a t i o n community p o s s e s s i n g the t e c h n i c a l q u a l i f i ­
c a t i o n s r e q u i r e d t o e v a l u a t e and judge the e n t r a n t ' s c a p a b i l i t i e s as 
a f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r . Members o f the a v i a t i o n community p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n the award s e l e c t i o n s w i l l be from w i t h i n the g e o g r a p h i c b o u n d a r i e s 
o f the p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . In the d i s t r i c t c o m p e t i t i o n , the FAA A c c i d e n t 
P r e v e n t i o n S p e c i a l i s t w i l l c o o r d i n a t e the s e l e c t i o n o f the d i s t r i c t 
award w i n n e r s . The FAA A c c i d e n t P r e v e n t i o n C o o r d i n a t o r w i l l c o o r d i ­
nate the s e l e c t i o n o f the r e g i o n a l award w i n n e r s . 

b . F i n a l s c r e e n i n g and s e l e c t i o n o f the n a t i o n a l award winner W i l l be 
made by FAA p e r s o n n e l i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h n a t i o n a l l y prominent 
a v i a t i o n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . The C h i e f , A c c i d e n t P r e v e n t i o n Program 
S t a f f , F l i g h t Standards S e r v i c e , FAA, w i l l c o o r d i n a t e the s e l e c t i o n 
o f the n a t i o n a l award w i n n e r s . 

c . A l l e n t r y forms w i l l be t ho rough ly r ev iewed in the s c r e e n i n g and 
s e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s t o a s su re tha t award winners a re s e l e c t e d i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the award g u i d e l i n e s . A l l s e l e c t i o n s o f award 
winners w i l l be f i n a l . 

1 1 . SCHEDULE OF EVENTS. 

a . Dead l ine f o r submiss ion o f e n t r i e s i s December 15 o f each y e a r . 

b . D i s t r i c t winners w i l l be s e l e c t e d and awards w i l l be p r e s e n t e d on o r 
a f t e r March 15 o f the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

c . R e g i o n a l winners w i l l be s e l e c t e d and awards w i l l be p re sen t ed on or 
a f t e r A p r i l 15 o f the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

d . The n a t i o n a l winner w i l l be s e l e c t e d i n A p r i l and awards w i l l be 
p re sen t ed on d a t e s s c h e d u l e d by headqua r t e r s p r i o r t o June 3 0 . 

S e r v i c e 
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