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1. PURPOSE. This advisory circular announces the availability of FAA-S-8081-11, Flight Instructor -
Lighter-Than-Air (Balloon-Airship) Practical Test Standards, from the Superintendent of Documents. 

2. BACKGROUND. Lairing 1989, a series of open hearings were held throughout the United States 
seeking input from the public suggesting changes to FAR Parts 61, 141, and 143. Many comments were 
received, some of which suggested establishing a separate flight instructor certificate for the lighter-than-air 
category, balloon and airship classes of aircraft. Based upon these positive comments, the Federal Aviation 
Administration ( F A A ) developed the practical test standards for this certificate. 

3. GENERAL. The Flight Instructor - Lighter-Than-Air Practical Test Standards have been published by 
the F A A to establish the standards for flight instructor certification for the lighter-than-air category, balloon 
and airship classes. These standards will become effective only upon a change to FAR Part 61 establishing a 
separate flight instructor certificate for this category of aircraft. However, in the interest of flight safety and 
education, the F A A suggests these standards be used for the familiarization and training of applicants 
considering exercising flight instructor privileges in the lighter-than-air category. These standards may be 
helpful to F A A inspectors and designated pilot examiners when conducting practical tests for the commercial 
pilot certificate in the lighter-than-air category, balloon and airship classes. Commercial pilots and 
commercial pilot applicants should find these standards helpful during training and when preparing for the 
practical test. 

4. HOW TO ORDER. Effective immediately, orders will be accepted for FAA-S-8081-11 which may be 
obtained from: 

New Orders 
Superintendent of Documents 
P.O. Box 371954 
Pittsburgh, P A 15250-7954 

For your convenience, a copy of the Superintendent of Documents Publications Order Form is attached. 
When ordering, make check or money order payable to "Superintendent of Documents" and specify: 

Title: Flight Instructor - Lighter-Than-Air (Balloon-Airship) Practical Test Standards 
Identification: FAA-S-8081-11 
Stock Number: 050-007-01074-5 
Price: $5.00 
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Orders placed may be charged to MasterCard or VISA credit card accounts. Orders may also be placed at 
U.S. Government Printing Office bookstores located in major cities throughout the United States. 

'William! White' 
Deputy Director, Flight Standards Service 
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Superintendent of Documents P u b l i c a t i o n s Order Form 
Order Processing Code: 

• y e s , please send me the following publications: 

Qty. 
Title Total 

Price Qty. Stock Number Price Each 
Total 
Price 

1 
Catalog-Bestselling Government Books 

FREE 
1 

S/N 021-602-00001-9 FREE FREE 

S/N $ 

S/N $ 

S/N $ 

The total cost of my order is $. .. International customers please 
add 25%. Prices include regular domestic postage and handling and 
are subject to change. 

(Company or Personal Name) (Please type or print) 

(Additional address/attention line) 

(Street address) 

Charge 
your 

order. 
It's 

Easy! 

(City.State.ZIP Code) 

(Daytime phone including area code) 

(Purchase Order No.) y E S N Q 

May we make your name/address available to other mailers? 

Please Choose Method of Payment: 

I I Check Payable to the Superintendent of Documents 
O G P O Depo&it Account [ | I I I I I I " P I 

P3S 

[ I VISA or MasterCard Account 
To fax 

your orders 
(202) 512-2250 

(Credit card expiration date) 

(Authnri/inc Signature) Thank you for 
W I T - v, n _, rr^ * our order! Mail To: New Orders. Superintendent of Documents 

P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954 
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