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SUBJECT : AV MECHANIC SAFETY AWARDS 

! • PURPOSE. T h i s adVisory c i r c u l a r announces t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e A v i a t i o n 
Mechanic S a f e t y Awards Program, The program i s a j o i n t e f f o r t of t h e 
Federa l A v i a t i o n Agency, t h e F l i g h t S a f e t y F o u n d a t i o n , and t h e a v i a t i o n 
i n d u s t r y * 

2. BACKGROUND. The A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n Agency has 
d e c l a r e d t h e y e a r 1963 a s ^Maintenance Year", In c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s 
d e c l a r a t i o n , t h e Agency h a s ^ e s t a b l i s h e d an A v i a t i o n Mechanic S a f e t y 
Awards Program b e g i n n i n g t h i s \ y e a r and t o be c o n t i n u e d a s an annual 
e v e n t . The Agency has r e c e i v e d ^ t h e c o o p e r a t i v e approval of major 
segments of t h e a v i a t i o n community, both i n t h e g e n e r a l and a i r c a r r i e r 
segments• 

3* DETAILS. The d e t a i l s o f t h i s award program f o l l o w . O f f i c i a l e n t r y 
forms a r e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e n e a r e s t F A A \ p f f i c e o r a t c i v i l a v i a t i o n 
maintenance f a c i l i t i e s . ( " A v i a t i o n Mechanic S a f e t y Award Nomination 
Form") 

4* OBJECTIVE. The A v i a t i o n Mechanic S a f e t y Award w i l l g i v e r e c o g n i t i o n 
"TO THE AVIATION MECHANIC MAKING THE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO AIR 
SAFETY BY MAINTENANCE PRACTICES." T h i s i s a n a t i o n a l e f f o r t on a 
c o n t i n u i n g b a s i s ( a n n u a l l y ) , t o p r o v i d e a meansXby which he and o t h e r s 
may r e c o g n i z e t h e measure o f h i s a c h i e v e m e n t . T h i s award w i l l f o c u s 
a t t e n t i o n on t h e importance of s a f e t y i n a v i a t i o n ntaintenance . 

5 . NUMBER OF AWARDS. 

a . S t a t e . There w i l l be a t o t a l o f 50 awards on a s t a ^ e l e v e l 
w i t h one award i n each s t a t e f o r t h e GENERAL AVIATI01 
MECHANIC w i n n e r . I f a winner i s l o c a t e d i n Puerto R i c o , 
an a d d i t i o n a l award w i l l be made. S t a t e g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n 
mechanic winners become c o m p e t i t i v e l y e l i g i b l e f o r t h e \ 
g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n r e g i o n a l awards , ( A i r c a r r i e r awards \ 
w i l l be handled on a r e g i o n a l b a s i s o n l y , due t o a i r \ 
c a r r i e r h e a d q u a r t e r s g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n s . ) \ 
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°» R e g i o n a l . There w i l l be a t o t a l o f 14 r e g i o n a l awards 
w i t h two awards , one a i r c a r r i e r and one g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n , 
i n each o f t h e s e v e n FAA r e g i o n s . Regional w i n n e r s 
become c o m p e t i t i v e l y e l i g i b l e f o r t h e n a t i o n a l awards , 

c « N a t i o n a l . There w i l l be a t o t a l o f two n a t i o n a l awards 
composed o f t h e grand n a t i o n a l winner i n each phase (one 
a i r c a r r i e r and one g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n ) * The grand n a t i o n a l 
w inners w i l l be s e l e c t e d from t h e 14 r e g i o n a l w i n n e r s . 

6 . TYPE OF AWARDS. 

a . S t a t e Winners. S t a t e trophy p l u s t r i p t o S t a t e C a p i t a l f o r 
o f f i c i a l p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

b . Regional Winners . Regional t rophy p l u s t r i p t o FAA r e g i o n a l 
h e a d q u a r t e r s o f f i c e f o r o f f i c i a l p r e s e n t a t i o n . General 
a v i a t i o n r e g i o n a l winners a r e s e l e c t e d from s t a t e w i n n e r s . 

c . Grand N a t i o n a l Winners . S u i t a b l y engraved p l a q u e p l u s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o and from Washington, D. C . , f o r two , 
p l u s a 2-day s t a y , s u b s i s t e n c e p a i d , t o i n c l u d e p o s s i b l e 
v i s i t s w i t h t h e i r C o n g r e s s i o n a l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h e FAA 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r , and p o s s i b l y t h e P r e s i d e n t . Grand n a t i o n a l 
w inners w i l l be s e l e c t e d from r e g i o n a l w inners* 

d . I n a d d i t i o n . 

( 1 ) Bach winner w i l l r e c e i v e a c e r t i f i c a t e o f 
r e c o g n i t i o n f o r h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
promot ion o f s a f e t y and p r o g r e s s i n t h e 
a v i a t i o n I n d u s t r y . 

( 2 ) I f t h e winner h o l d s an FAA mechanic 
c e r t i f i c a t e , a g o l d m e t a l i z e d r e p r o d u c t i o n , 
w a l l e t s i z e , o f h i s c e r t i f i c a t e w i l l be 
awarded. 

7 . AWARD OBJECTIVES. Two g u i d e l i n e s ( o b j e c t i v e s ) f o r t h e s e l e c t i o n o f 
w inners have been e s t a b l i s h e d : 

a . "For t h e s u g g e s t i o n of a d e s i g n o r •improvement' t o an 
a i r c r a f t o r any o f i t s components , t h a t l e d t o o r 
r e s u l t e d i n i n c r e a s e d r e l i a b i l i t y a n d / o r s a f e t y " . 
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h . A nominee form not s e l e c t e d f o r award may be r e c o n s i d e r e d by 
a l e t t e r of r e q u e s t t o t h e n e a r e s t FAA Regional O f f i c e made 
by t h e p e r s o n s u b m i t t i n g t h e nominee form i n q u e s t i o n * 

1 0 . IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SYSTEM - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS ( 1 9 6 3 ) 

J u l y 1 - Nominations open ( s t a t e - r e g i o n a l ) . 

J u l y - The nominee forms a r e c o n t i n u a l l y s u b m i t t e d . 

August - FAA o f f i c e s w i l l c o l l e c t , c o m p i l e , c o l l a t e nominee forms 
submit ted through September 1 , t h e c l o s i n g d a t e f o r submiss ion of 
nominee forms . 

September - S e l e c t i o n o f s t a t e w inners by September 3 0 , 1 9 6 3 . 

October - S t a t e awards p r e s e n t e d October 1 5 , 1963 . Regional winners 
w i l l be s e l e c t e d and awarded dur ing October; e x a c t d a t e t o be announced. 

December - Grand n a t i o n a l awards p r e s e n t e d ; e x a c t d a t e t o be announced. 

The s c h e d u l e o f e v e n t s f o r e n s u i n g y e a r s w i l l be i s s u e d a s a r e v i s i o n 
t o t h i s a d v i s o r y c i r c u l a r . 

iorge S . Moore 
fDirector 
F l i g h t Standards S e r v i c e 
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b . "For t h e s u g g e s t i o n o r development of a maintenance 
and /or i n s p e c t i o n procedure t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d s i e n i f i c a n t l v 
t o s a f e t y i n a v i a t i o n " . 

8 . ELIGIBILITY FOR CONSIDERATION. 

a . Nominations f o r t h e awards may be made by any person 
hav ing d i r e c t knowledge of t h e a v i a t i o n m e c h a n i c ' s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to "Air S a f e t y by Maintenance P r a c t i c e s " . 
Nominations should be made on t h e a p p r o p r i a t e form and 
submit ted t o t h e n e a r e s t FAA d i s t r i c t o f f i c e hav ing 
j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e a r e a i n which t h e mechanic i s 
employed. Personne l s u p e r v i s o r s o r o t h e r knowledgeable 
management p e r s o n n e l of t h e f a c i l i t y where t h e mechanic 
i s employed may make t h e n o m i n a t i o n . 

b . Winners w i l l be s e l e c t e d w i thout regard f o r r a c e , 
c r e e d , c o l o r , o r s e x . 

c . I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y employed nominees w i l l be e l i g i b l e i f 
c i t i z e n s o f t h e United S t a t e s . 

d . Repairmen, a u t h o r i z e d i n s p e c t o r s ( A I s ) , d e s i g n a t e d 
mechanic e x a m i n e r s , and parachute r i g g e r s a r e a l s o 
e l i g i b l e f o r n o m i n a t i o n s . A v i a t i o n mechanics a c t i v e l y 
engaged o r employed by a i r c r a f t , p o w e r p l a n t , o r 
a c c e s s o r y manufacturers a s a v i a t i o n mechanics 
performing " f l i g h t l i n e " d u t i e s a r e e l i g i b l e f o r 
n o m i n a t i o n . 

e . Employees of the F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n Agency and t h e F l i g h t 
S a f e t y Foundat ion a r e not e l i g i b l e t o compete . 

f . C o n t r i b u t i o n s d e v e l o p e d p r i o r t o t h e y e a r 1962 w i l l not 
be c o n s i d e r e d s i n c e t h i s i s an award program t o r e c o g n i z e 
c u r r e n t development and c o n t r i b u t i o n s . Year ly awards w i l l 
be made f o r deve lopments and c o n t r i b u t i o n s made f o r t h e 
p r i o r c a l e n d a r y e a r ( i . e . , c a l e n d a r y e a r 1963 awards f o r 
c a l e n d a r y e a r 1962 c o n t r i b u t i o n s ) . 

g . In c a s e a mechanic has p r e v i o u s l y o b t a i n e d a p a t e n t on 
h i s s a f e t y c o n t r i b u t i o n and i s r e c e i v i n g remunera t ion , he 
i s e l i g i b l e t o be c o n s i d e r e d i f deve loped w i t h i n t h e y e a r 
acknowledged by t h e award. 

h . A c o n t r i b u t i o n deve loped by t h e c o o p e r a t i v e e f f o r t s o f more 
than one person w i l l be judged a c c o r d i n g l y . D u p l i c a t e awards 
w i l l be granted i n t h i s c a s e . 
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9, SCREENING AND SELECTION OF NOMINEES. 

a . S c r e e n i n g and s e l e c t i o n o f w inners of a l l awards w i l l be 
made by a committee of prominent a v i a t i o n maintenance 
p e r s o n n e l whose p l a c e o f b u s i n e s s i s l o c a t e d w i t h i n t h e 
boundar ie s o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n , t o g e t h e r w i t h FAA 
p e r s o n n e l . T h i s committee s h a l l be composed o f a v i a t i o n 
mechanics and a v i a t i o n p e r s o n n e l p o s s e s s i n g t h e t e c h n i c a l 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s r e q u i r e d t o e v a l u a t e and judge t h e nominee ' s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n . A l l r e g i o n a l winners a r e e l i g i b l e f o r 
n a t i o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i t h t h e f i n a l s c r e e n i n g and 
s e l e c t i o n o f t h e grand n a t i o n a l w inners made by a committee 
of n a t i o n a l l y prominent a v i a t i o n p e o p l e w i t h FAA r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i o n . T h i s committee t o be e s t a b l i s h e d and a d m i n i s t e r e d 
by t h e F l i g h t S a f e t y F o u n d a t i o n . 

b . The c o n t r i b u t i o n must be an o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n and must 
q u a l i f y a s a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n i n order t o r e t a i n 
t h e v a l u e o f t h e award. 

c . In g e n e r a l , t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n should be important t o c i v i l 
a v i a t i o n , o r i f a m i l i t a r y deve lopment , one t h a t c o u l d be 
a p p l i e d t o t h e c i v i l a v i a t i o n f i e l d . 

d . The c o n t r i b u t i o n should be c l e a r l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e 
person nominated* 

e . The c o n s i d e r a t e i n t e r e s t of a nominee t o a v i a t i o n s a f e t y 
by maintenance p r a c t i c e s i s a g u i d i n g c r i t e r i o n , I . e . , 
h i s i m a g i n a t i o n and c o n t r i b u t i o n t o working beyond t h e 
requ irements of h i s job t o d i r e c t h i s e f f o r t s t o s a f e t y 
i n a v i a t i o n on h i s own i n i t i a t i v e . 

f . The c o n t r i b u t i o n should have r e l a t i v e l y broad a p p l i c a t i o n 
t o t h e a v i a t i o n f i e l d . 

g . The same s c r e e n i n g procedure f o r nominee forms a t a l l l e v e l s 
( s t a t e , r e g i o n a l , grand n a t i o n a l ) w i l l be f o l l o w e d . The 
s c r e e n i n g and nominat ing committee w i l l t h o r o u g h l y r e v i e w 
a l l nominee forms t o a s s u r e t h a t t h e nominee ' s " o u t s t a n d i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n " i s w i t h i n t h e c a t e g o r i e s s p e c i f i e d under 
"Award O b j e c t i v e s " ( S e e i tem 7 ) . T h i s i n i t i a l s c r e e n i n g w i l l 
e l i m i n a t e t h e nominees not w i t h i n t h e scope o f o b j e c t i v e s 
and permit t h e remaining nominees who a r e w i t h i n t h e o b j e c t i v e s 
t o be s e l e c t e d by t h e commit tees f o r f i n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r 
s e l e c t i o n of w i n n e r s . Only f i n a l nominat ions i n a l l awards 
and p h a s e s s e l e c t e d w i l l be a u d i t e d and v e r i f i e d . 
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