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1. PURPOSE. 

This advisory circular discusses engine over­
haul terminology and standards that are being 
used in the aviation industry: 

a. To inform the owner or operator of the 
variety of terms used to describe types of 
reciprocating engine overhaul. 

b. To clarify the standards used by the in­
dustry during reciprocating engine over­
haul. 

c. To review the Federal Aviation Regulations 
( F A R ) regarding engine records and stand­
ards. 

2. REFERENCES. 

F A R 43, Sections 43.9, 43.13(a), and 43 .13(b) ; 
F A R 91, Sections 91.173 and 91.175. 

3. BACKGROUND. 

In the maintenance of aircraft engines, terms 
such as top overhaul, major overhaul, etc, are 
used throughout the aviation industry. The 
standard to which an engine is overhauled 
usually depends on the terms used by the person 
who is performing the engine overhaul. These 
terms are familiar to the aviation community, 
but their specific meanings are not fully under­
stood. This could result in similar engines being 
overhauled to different tolerances. W e believe 
that through the discussion that follows, owners 

or operators and engine overhaul facilities will 
have a better understanding of the terms and 
standards relating to those terms. 

4. DISCUSSION. 

a. The selection of an overhaul facility by the 
average aircraft owner is usually deter­
mined by the cost quoted by the engine 
overhauler. Engine overhauls can be ac­
complished to a variety of standards. They 
can also be accomplished by many different 
facilities, ranging from engine manufactur­
ers, large repair stations, or individual 
powerplant mechanics. The selection of an 
overhaul facility can and does, in most 
cases, determine the standards that are used 
during overhaul. The F A R requirement in 
Section 43.13(a) is that the person perform­
ing the overhaul shall use methods, tech­
niques, and practices that are acceptable to 
the Administrator. In most cases, the 
standards that are outlined in the Engine 
Manufacturer Overhaul Manuals are stand­
ards acceptable to the Administrator. 

b. These manuals clearly stipulate the work 
that must be accomplished during engine 
overhauls and outline limits and tolerances 
used during the inspections. There is no 
dictionary that provides a commonly ac­
cepted standard definition of all the terms 
used in the aviation industry. The terms 
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discussed in this advisory circular are of­
fered for information purposes only and are-
not to be considered as definitions set forth 
in the Federal Aviation Regulations. 

c. The only definition regarding engine over­
haul is the word "rebuilt." This is defined 
in FAR 91.175 and refers to rebuilt engine 
maintenance records. 

. ENGINE OVERHAUL TERMINOLOGY 
a. "Rebuilt." 
(1) The term "rebuilt" is defined in FAR 

91.175. The definition allows an owner 
or operator to use a new maintenance 
record without previous operating his­
tory for an aircraft engine rebuilt by 
the manufacturer or an agency approved 
by the manufacturer. 

(2) A rebuilt engine as defined in F A R 
91.175, "is a used engine that has been 
completely disassembled, inspected, re­
paired as necessary, reassembled, tested, 
and approved in the same manner and 
to the same tolerances and limits as a 
new engine with either new or used 
parts." All parts used must conform 
to the production drawing tolerances 
and limits for new parts or be of ap­
proved oversized dimensions for a new 
engine. 

b. Overhaul. In the general aviation industry, 
the term engine overhaul has two identifi­
cations that make a distinction between the 
degrees of work done on an engine: 
(1) A major overhaul consists of the com­

plete disassembly of an engine, in­
spected, repaired as necessary, reassem­
bled, tested, and approved for return to 
service within the fits and limits speci­
fied by the manufacturer's overhaul 
data. This could be to new fits or limits 
or serviceable limits. The determination 
as to what fits and limits are used dur­
ing an engine overhaul should be clearly 
understood by the engine owner at the 
time the engine is presented for over­
haul. The owner should also be aware 
of any parts that are replaced, regard­
less of condition, as a result of a manu-
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facturer's overhaul data, service bulletin, 
or an airworthiness directive. 

(2) Top Overhaul consists of the repair of 
parts outside of the crankcase and can 
be accomplished without completely dis­
assembling the entire engine. It can 
include the removal of cylinders, inspec­
tion and repair to cylinders, inspection 
and repair to cylinder walls, pis­
tons, valve-operating mechanisms, valve 
guides, valve seats, and the replacement 
of pistons and piston rings. A top 
overhaul is not recommended by all 
manufacturers. Some manufacturers in­
dicate that if a powerplant requires 
work to this extent, it should be given 
a complete overhaul. 

6. FITS AND LIMITS. 
As discussed above, two kinds of dimensional 

limits are observed during engine overhaul. 
These limits are outlined in the engine overhaul 
manual as a "Table of Limits" or a "Table of 
Dimensional Limits." These tables, listing the 
parts of the engine that are subject to wear, 
contain minimum and maximum figures for the 
dimensions of those parts and the clearances be­
tween mating surfaces. The lists specify two 
limits as follows: 
a. Manufacturer's Minimum and Maximum. 

These are also referred to by some manu­
facturers as new parts or new dimensions. 
These are the dimensions that all new parts 
meet during manufacture and are held to 
specific quality control standards as required 
by the F A R in the issuance of an Engine 
Typo Certificate to a manufacturer. It is 
important to note that new dimensions do 
not mean new parts are installed in an en­
gine when a manufacturer or his authorized 
representative presents zero time records in 
accordance with FAR Section 91.175. It 
does mean that used parts in the engine 
have been inspected and found to meet the 
manufacturer's new specifications. 

b. Service Limits. These are the dimensions 
that represent limits that must not be ex­
ceeded and are dimension limits for per­
missible wear. 
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(1) THE COMPARATIVE MEASUREMENTS OF PARTS 
WILL DETERMINE THEIR SERVICEABILITY; HOW­
EVER, IT IS NOT ALWAYS EASY TO DETERMINE 
WHICH PART HAS THE MOST WEAR. THE 
MANUFACTURER'S NEW DIMENSIONS OR LIMITS 
ARE USED AS A GUIDE FOR DETERMINING THE 
AMOUNT OF WEAR THAT HAS OCCURRED DUR-
• ING SERVICE. IN AN ENGINE OVERHAUL CER­
TAIN PARTS MUST BE REPLACED REGARDLESS 
OF CONDITION. IF AN ENGINE IS OVERHAULED 
TO "SERVICEABLE" LIMITS, THE PARTS MUST 
CONFORM TO THE FITS AND LIMITS SPECIFICA­
TIONS AS LISTED IN THE MANUFACTURER'S 
OVERHAUL MANUALS AND SERVICE BULLETINS. 

(2) IF A MAJOR OVERHAUL IS PERFORMED TO 
SERVICEABLE LIMITS OR AN ENGINE IS TOP 
OVERHAULED, THE TOTAL TIME ON THE ENGINE 
CONTINUES IN THE ENGINE RECORDS. 

7. R EMANU FACTU R E. 
a. THE GENERAL TERM REMANUFACTURE HAS NO 

SPECIFIC MEANING IN THE FARS. A NEW EN­
GINE IS A PRODUCT THAT IS MANUFACTURED FROM 
RAW MATERIALS. THESE RAW MATERIALS ARE 
MADE INTO PARTS AND ACCESSORIES THAT CON­
FORM TO SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF AN 
ENGINE TYPE CERTIFICATE. THE TERM "REMANU-
FACTURED" INFERS THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY 
TO RETURN THE PART TO ITS BASIC RAW MATERIAL 
AND MANUFACTURE IT AGAIN. "REMANUFAC-
TURED," AS USED BY MOST ENGINE MANUFACTUR­
ERS AND OVERHAUL FACILITIES, MEANS THAT AN 
ENGINE HAS BEEN OVERHAULED TO THE STANDARDS 
REQUIRED TO ZERO TIME IT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
F A R 91.175. 
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b. HOWEVER, NOT ALL ENGINE OVERHAUL FACILITIES 
WHICH ADVERTISE "REMANUFACTURED ENGINES" 
OVERHAUL ENGINES TO NEW DIMENSIONS. SOME 
OF THESE FACILITIES DO OVERHAUL TO NEW DIMEN­
SIONS, BUT MAY NOT BE AUTHORIZED TO ZERO 
TIME THE ENGINE RECORDS. AS OUTLINED IN 
F A R 91.175, ONLY THE MANUFACTURER OR AN 
AGENCY APPROVED BY THE MANUFACTURER CAN 
GRANT ZERO TIME TO AN ENGINE. 

8. ENGINE OVERHAUL FACILITIES. 
a. ENGINE OVERHAUL FACILITIES CAN INCLUDE THE 

MANUFACTURER, OR A MANUFACTURER'S AP­
PROVED AGENCY, LARGE AND SMALL FAA CER­
TIFICATED REPAIR STATIONS, AND ENGINE SHOPS 
THAT PERFORM CUSTOM OVERHAULS OR INDIVIDUAL 
CERTIFICATED POWERPLANT MECHANICS. THE 
SERVICES OFFERED BY THESE FACILITIES VARY. 
HOWEVER, REGARDLESS OF THE TYPE OR SIZE OF 
THE FACILITY, ALL ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH 
F A R 43.13(A) AND 43.13(B). IN THIS RE­
GARD, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER 
TO ASSURE THAT PROPER ENTRIES ARE MADE IN 
THE ENGINE RECORDS (REFER TO FAR 91.165 
AND 91.173). 

b. ENGINE OVERHAUL FACILITIES ARE REQUIRED BY 
F A R 43.9 TO MAKE APPROPRIATE ENTRIES IN 
THE ENGINE RECORDS OF MAINTENANCE THAT WAS 
PERFORMED ON THE ENGINE. THE OWNER SHOULD 
INSURE THAT THE ENGINE OVERHAUL FACILITY REF­
ERENCES THE TOLERANCES USED (NEW OR SERVICE­
ABLE) TO ACCOMPLISH THE ENGINE OVERHAUL. 
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