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ADVISORY
CIRCULAR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

suBJECT. INSTALLATION APPROVAL OF TRANSPORT CATEGORY AIRPLAIXE OF CARGO
* UNIT LOAD DEVICES AFPROVED AB MERTING THE CRITERIA IN MAS 3610

1. PURPOSE. This circular sets forth an uupubl.c msans, but not the sole
masns, of complying with the requiremsnts of the Federal Aviation
Regulations (FYAL's) spplicable to tha fustsllation om Cramsport catsgory
aivplanes of cargo unit load devicas approved as meating the criteria in
RAS 3610.

2. REFERENCE REGULATION. FAR 23, Sectiom 25.130L,

). DRFINITIONS. For the purpose of this advisory circular, a cargo wmit
load device is a davice for grouping, transferring, and restraining
cargo for tremait. PFor exawple, it may consist of s pallat aud net¢, or
it may bes g container.

4, BACKGROUND., Under Flight Standards Order 85110.%, dated 15 Octobar 1969,
the FAA provided for tha use of National Asrospace Standard MAS 3610,
"“argr it Load Devices = Specification For,” as an accaptable basis
far ths approval of pallets, nets, snd cargo cocteinors f[or we an
transport category airplanes. Rowsver, Ordar 8110.5 does not provide
for the iopstallation of the cargo wnit load devices on the airplane,

5. ACCEPTARLE MEANS OF COMPLIANCE. The installation of a cargo wnit losd
device on a transport catagory airplans is acceptable undar FaR 25,
Section 25.1301 vhen -

(a) Tbe airplane is type certificated with 5 cargo restraiat systaas
cthat is compacible with speacification Mid 3610, and the wsnuals
referenced {n the type cartificats data sheet includa (by
M3 3610 classificgtion Ldentifier) the cargo wait loed device
that may be instslled, its appropriste load rating, and
ipstructions and limitations om its use. PFor example, in the case
of a pallet-nat cargo wmit loed davica, ths ssnuals should tdentity
the pallet-nat cowbination thst is compacidle under the criteria
of MAS 3610;
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(b)

(c)

671 /110

The cargo unic load device is approved as meerting the sﬁblicible
criteria Iin specification NAS 3610 and is identified with che
appropriate classification ideuntifier set forch in MAS 3610, and any
components such as a pallet or net are individually identified
{components of a cargeo unit load device such as a pallet or net may
be approved separately); and

The installed cargo unit load device can bz secured in accordance
with the instructions contained in the manuals referenced in the
type certificate data sheet, gund {s within the allowable geomatrical
profile {of the aircraft interior) established by the airplane

manufacturer.
% Director
Flight Standards Service
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