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D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
F E D E R A L A V I A T I O N A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
S U B J E C T : NATIONAL NOTICE TO AIRMEN SYSTEM - ELIMINATION OF NOTAM CODE 

1. PURPOSE. T h i s c i r c u l a r announces changes In c r i t e r i a and p r o c e d u r e s 
f o r t he N o t i c e t o Airmen System r e q u i r e d t o accommodate the t r a n s ­
m i s s i o n o f a l l d o m e s t i c N o t i c e t o Airmen da ta i n c l e a r c o n t r a c t e d 
language and e l i m i n a t e u s e o f t he NOTAM c o d e on the d o m e s t i c S e r v i c e 
A c i r c u i t s * 

2* BACKGROUND. The p r e s e n t N o t i c e t o Airmen System was implemented 
on 15 March 1964 w i t h the f i r s t NOTAM summary i s s u e d 21 March 1964 . 
On 9 December 1965 the NOTAM c r i t e r i a was changed t o e l i m i n a t e t he 
t r a n s m i s s i o n o f N o t i c e t o Airmen d a t a , on t he S e r v i c e A Telecommuni­
c a t i o n s Sys tem, c o n c e r n i n g changes i n a i r p o r t c o n d i t i o n s , e x c e p t f o r 
IFR a i r p o r t s w i t h approved approach p r o c e d u r e s and VFR a i r p o r t s 
which a r e d e s i g n a t e d a s t he d e s t i n a t i o n p o i n t on a d a i l y ave rage o f two 
o r more g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n VFR f l i g h t p l a n s . 

a . From 9 December 1965 t o the p r e s e n t t i m e , b e c a u s e o f t he S e r v i c e 
A c i r c u i t s o p e r a t i n g a t f u l l c a p a c i t y , o n l y minor changes t o 
c r i t e r i a and p r o c e d u r e s have been a c c o m p l i s h e d . 

b . For a c o n s i d e r a b l e t ime p e r i o d one o f t he o b j e c t i v e s f o r system 
improvement has been t he e l i m i n a t i o n o f t he NOTAM c o d e f o r d o m e s t i c 
NOTAM t r a n s m i s s i o n , and implementa t ion o f the use o f c l e a r c o n t r a c t e d 
E n g l i s h f o r t he t r a n s m i s s i o n o f a l l N o t i c e t o Airmen d a t a . T h i s 
g o a l cannot be a t t a i n e d and c o n t i n u e the p r e s e n t NOTAM c r i t e r i a . 

c . A l i s t i n g o f NOTAM data has now been d e v e l o p e d t ha t can be e l i m i n a t e d 
from the sy s t em, w i t h o u t d e r o g a t i o n o f s e r v i c e , and p r o v i d e t he 
n e c e s s a r y c i r c u i t t ime t o implement t he t r a n s m i s s i o n o f N o t i c e t o 
Airmen da ta i n c l e a r c o n t r a c t e d E n g l i s h . The l i s t i n g o f da ta t o be 
e l i m i n a t e d has been c o o r d i n a t e d and c o n c u r r e d i n by a l l c o n c e r n e d 
o f f i c e s . 
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3 . CRITERIA CHANGE. 

a . The f o l l o w i n g da ta w i l l b e e l i m i n a t e d from the S e r v i c e A system and 
d i s s e m i n a t e d l o c a l l y by a i r t r a f f i c f i e l d f a c i l i t i e s . 

( 1 ) Data p e r t a i n i n g t o o b s t r u c t i o n l i g h t o u t a g e s w i t h i n a c o n t r o l 
zone s e r v e d by a t o w e r . Other o b s t r u c t i o n l i g h t o u t a g e s w i l l 
be d i s s e m i n a t e d by t he F l i g h t S e r v i c e S t a t i o n (FSS) p e r s o n n e l 
a s t hey a r e a t t he p r e s e n t t i m e . 

( 2 ) Data p e r t a i n i n g t o s h o r t term main tenance o u t a g e s o f 
n a v i g a t i o n a l a i d s o f one hour o r l e s s . 

( 3 ) I n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o fan markers n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an 
Ins t rument Approach P r o c e d u r e . 

( 4 ) Runway i n f o r m a t i o n e x c e p t tha t which r e s t r i c t s a n d / o r p r e c l u d e s 
the use o f a h a r d - s u r f a c e runway when i t i s the l o n g e s t a v a i l ­
a b l e runway on the a i r p o r t , o r when the runway i s s e r v e d by an 
ins t rument approach p r o c e d u r e w i t h s t r a i g h t - i n minimums, o r 
when the runway i s 4000 f e e t o r more i n l e n g t h . 

( 5 ) Data p e r t a i n i n g t o s u b s t i t u t e r o u t e s and S I D s . 

b . In a d d i t i o n t o the a b o v e , b r a k i n g a c t i o n w i l l b e handled i n t he 
f o l l o w i n g manner. When b r a k i n g a c t i o n i s NIL, the da ta w i l l be 
t r a n s m i t t e d as a NOTAM. Braking a c t i o n o t h e r than NIL w i l l be 
handled l o c a l l y by A i r T r a f f i c C o n t r o l Tower (ATCT) and FSS p e r s o n n e l 
a s a d v i s o r y i n f o r m a t i o n and w i l l no t be appended t o t he h o u r l y weather 
r e p o r t s . 

4 - PROCEDURE. A l l d o m e s t i c N o t i c e t o Airmen da ta w i l l be d i s s e m i n a t e d i n 
c o n t r a c t e d E n g l i s h . The C o n t r a c t i o n s Handbook 7 3 4 0 . 1 w i l l be used a s the 
o f f i c i a l s o u r c e document i n d e t e r m i n i n g the p r o p e r c o n t r a c t i o n s t o be 
u s e d . N o t i c e t o Airmen da ta t r a n s m i t t e d on t he S e r v i c e A wea ther c i r c u i t s 
w i l l appear i n the f o l l o w i n g manner: For e x a m p l e , t he g l i d e path o f the 
ins t rument l and ing system a t Washington N a t i o n a l i s t o b e shut down f o r 
maintenance from 0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . The Washington FSS i s s u e s the f o l l o w i n g NOTAM 
on the 0100 S e r v i c e A wea ther r e p o r t DCA 2 / 1 GP 0TS 0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . The 
NOTAM would appea r on the 0200 weather r e p o r t a s DCA 2 / 1 GP 0TS 
0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . At 0300 ano the r NOTAM i s i s s u e d and 2 / 1 i s s t i l l c u r r e n t . The 
0300 weather r e p o r t would show DCA 2 / 2 11-29 CLSD / 2 /1 GP OTS 
0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . I f b o t h NOTAMs remained c u r r e n t a t t he t ime the 0400 wea ther 
r e p o r t was t r a n s m i t t e d the r e p o r t would show-*- DCA 2 / 2 11-29 CLSD / 
2 /1 GP OTS 0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . P r i o r t o t h e 0500 t r a n s m i s s i o n o f the h o u r l y wea ther 
r e p o r t runway 11-29 i s o p e n e d . The 0500 wea the r r e p o r t would show 

DCA C 2 / 2 X 2 /1 GP OTS 0 6 - 2 1 0 0 . Because DCA NOTAM 2 / 1 w i l l remain 
c u r r e n t u n t i l 2100 each h o u r l y wea the r r e p o r t w i l l show DCA 2 / 1 GP 
OTS 06-2100 u n t i l the NOTAM a p p e a r s i n the NOTAM summary. When t h e 
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o r i g i n a t i n g s t a t i o n (DCA) de t e rmines the NOTAM has appeared i n the NOTAM 
summary t he f o l l o w i n g w i l l be appended t o the weather r e p o r t s DCA \ 
2 / 1 . DCA \ 2 /1 w i l l be c a r r i e d on the DCA wea ther r e p o r t u n t i l 
2100 a t which t ime the NOTAM should be c a n c e l l e d b e c a u s e the t ime 
d u r a t i o n has e x p i r e d . T h i s p r o c e d u r e w i l l p r o v i d e the d e p i c t i o n o f a l l 
NOTAMs on the summary o r on the h o u r l y sequenced weather r e p o r t , 

5 . EFFECTIVE DATE. The above d e s c r i b e d c r i t e r i a changes and implementa t ion 
o f c l e a r c o n t r a c t e d E n g l i s h f o r the t r a n s m i s s i o n o f a l l d o m e s t i c N o t i c e 
t o Airmen da ta w i l l be implemented 1 J u l y 1 9 7 0 . F l i g h t S e r v i c e s 
Handbook 7 1 1 0 . 1 0 w i l l be r e v i s e d a c c o r d i n g l y . 

WILLIAM M FLENER 
D i r e c t o r , A i r T r a f f i c S e r v i c e 
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