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D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
SUBJECT: NATIONAL NOTICE TO AIRMEN SYSTEM 

PURPOSE. Th i s c i r c u l a r announces r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f c r i t e r i a f o r p repar ing 
and d i s s e m i n a t i n g changes to e s s e n t i a l f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n to p i l o t s and 
o t h e r a v i a t i o n i n t e r e s t s as e s t a b l i s h e d by FAA Order 7 9 3 0 . 1 , Nat iona l 
N o t i c e to Airmen System; p r o v i d e s a new d e f i n i t i o n f o r the term "NOTAM;" 
and a d v i s e s o f the i s suance o f a NOTAM handbook c o n t a i n i n g e s s e n t i a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n and d e t a i l e d e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r the use o f those i s s u i n g , 
r e c e i v i n g , o r o t h e r w i s e c o n c e r n e d wi th NOTAMs. 

2 . BACKGROUND. Current and c o m p l e t e i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the Nat ional 
A i r s p a c e System (NAS) i s e s s e n t i a l to u s e r s , whether p i l o t s , c o n t r o l l e r s , 
o r o t h e r s c o n c e r n e d , in o r d e r to a s su re s a f e t y o f a i r o p e r a t i o n s . 
F l i g h t i n fo rma t ion i s d i s s emina t ed by means o f schedu led U.S. Government 
a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s and f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n p u b l i c a t i o n s , p r i n t e d 
amendments to these c h a r t s and p u b l i c a t i o n s , and N o t i c e to Airmen. 
C o l l e c t i v e l y these e lements form the o v e r a l l FAA "svs tem" f o r d i s s e m i n a t ­
ing f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n . Within that " s y s t e m , " the "subsys tem" known as 
the "Na t iona l N o t i c e t o Airmen System" o r "FAA NOTAM System" forms a 
v i t a l par t whose c o n t r i b u t i o n and e f f e c t i v e n e s s i s dependent upon proper 
management and use o f that system. The Nat iona l No t i ce t o Airmen System 
i s p r i m a r i l y in tended t o p r o v i d e a means o f p u b l i c i z i n g t i m e - c r i t i c a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , e s s e n t i a l l y the u n a n t i c i p a t e d changes to the NAS o c c u r r i n g 
so r a p i d l y o r e x i s t i n g f o r such a s h o r t p e r i o d o f time that i s suance in 
s chedu led a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s o r p u b l i c a t i o n s i s not f e a s i b l e . Adherence 
t o the c r i t e r i a and i n s t r u c t i o n s p r o v i d e d in t h i s c i r c u l a r i s impera t ive 
i f the Na t iona l N o t i c e to Airmen System i s to serve i t s in tended purpose . 

3. CANCELLATION. This c i r c u l a r c a n c e l s A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r AC 2 1 0 - 1 , 
February 8, 1964, S u b j e c t : Na t iona l N o t i c e to Airmen System. 
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4 . POLICY. The N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o Airmen System i s used t o a d v i s e o f 
u n a n t i c i p a t e d o r " t empora ry" changes t o components o f or hazards i n 
the NAS, o r "permanent" changes i n t he se components o r hazards u n t i l 
the a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s a n d / o r p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e amended. 

5 . DEFINITIONS. 

a . N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e Sys tem. The common network o f U . S . a i r s p a c e ; 
n a v i g a t i o n a i d s ; communicat ions f a c i l i t i e s and equipment ; a i r 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l equipment and f a c i l i t i e s ; a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s and 
i n f o r m a t i o n ; r u l e s , r e g u l a t i o n s and p r o c e d u r e s , t e c h n i c a l i n f o r ­
ma t ion , and FAA manpower and m a t e r i a l . I n c l u d e d a r e system 
components shared j o i n t l y w i th the m i l i t a r y . In a d d i t i o n t o a l l 
d e s i g n a t e d a i r s p a c e , the system i n c l u d e s the f o l l o w i n g components : 

( 1 ) A i r N a v i g a t i o n F a c i l i t y . Any f a c i l i t y used i n , a v a i l a b l e 
f o r use in or d e s i g n e d f o r use in an a i d t o a i r n a v i g a t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g land ing a r e a s , l i g h t s , any appara tus o r equipment 
f o r d i s s e m i n a t i n g weather i n f o r m a t i o n , f o r s i g n a l i n g , f o r 
r a d i o d i r e c t i o n - f i n d i n g , or f o r r a d i o o r o the r e l e c t r o n i c 
communica t ion , and any o the r s t r u c t u r e o r mechanism having 
a s i m i l a r purpose f o r g u i d i n g o r c o n t r o l l i n g f l i g h t i n the 
a i r or the landing or t a k e o f f o f a i r c r a f t . 

( 2 ) A i r p o r t or Landing A r e a . An area o f land or water tha t i s 
used or i n t ended t o be used f o r the landing and t a k e o f f o f 
a i r c r a f t , and i n c l u d e s i t s b u i l d i n g s and f a c i l i t i e s , i f any . 

b . N o t i c e t o Ai rmen. A NOTAM c o n t a i n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n ( n o t known 
s u f f i c i e n t l y i n advance t o p u b l i c i z e by o t h e r means) c o n c e r n i n g 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t , c o n d i t i o n o r change i n any component ( f a c i l i t y , 
s e r v i c e o r p r o c e d u r e ) o f , o r hazard in the N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e 
System, the t i m e l y knowledge o f which i s e s s e n t i a l t o p e r s o n n e l 
c o n c e r n e d wi th f l i g h t o p e r a t i o n s . 

(1 ) NOTAM(D). A NOTAM g i v e n ( i n a d d i t i o n t o l o c a l d i s ­
s e m i n a t i o n ) d i s t a n t d i s s e m i n a t i o n v i a t e l e t y p e w r i t e r beyond 
the a rea o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the F l i g h t S e r v i c e S t a t i o n . 
These NCTAMS w i l l be s t o r e d and r epea ted h o u r l y u n t i l 
c a n c e l e d . 

( 2 ) NOTAM(L). A NOTAM g i v e n l o c a l d i s s e m i n a t i o n by v o i c e , 
( t e l e t y p e w r i t e r where a p p l i c a b l e ) , and a wide v a r i e t y o f 
means such a s : T e l a u t o g r a p h , t e l e p r i n t e r , f a c s i m i l e r e ­
p r o d u c t i o n , "ho t l i n e , " t e l e c o p i e r , t e l e g r a p h , and t e l e p h o n e 
t o s a t i s f y l o c a l use r r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
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( 3 ) NOTAM Summary. A c o m p i l a t i o n o f c u r r e n t NOTAMS(D) i n 
a b b r e v i a t e d p l a i n l anguage . 

c - FDC NOTAM. A n o t i c e t o a i rmen , r e g u l a t o r y i n n a t u r e , t r ansmi t t ed by 
the Nat iona l F l i g h t Data Center (NFDC) and g iven a l l - c i r c u i t 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n . A l l FDC NOTAMS w i l l be i s s u e d through the NFDC and a 
c o n s o l i d a t e d p r i n t o u t o f c u r r e n t FDC NOTAM i d e n t i f i c a t i o n numbers 
w i l l be made a v a i l a b L e o v e r t e l e t y p e c i r c u i t s on a p e r i o d i c b a s i s . 

( 1 ) "Permanent ," as a p p l i e d h e r e i n t o i n f o r m a t i o n i s s u e d by FDC 
NOTAM, means a permanent change t o c u r r e n t p u b l i s h e d in forma­
t i o n tha t w i l l be r e f l e c t e d i n fu tu re p u b l i c a t i o n s o f 
a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s . 

' ( 2 ) "Temporary , " as a p p l i e d h e r e i n t o i n f o r m a t i o n i s s u e d by FDC 
NOTAM, means a temporary c o n d i t i o n o f l i m i t e d d u r a t i o n tha t w i l l 
no t n e c e s s a r i l y be r e f l e c t e d i n fu tu re p u b l i c a t i o n s o f 
a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s . 

6 . GENERAL CRITERIA FOR NOTAMS. B a s i c a l l y , tiie a e f i n i t i o n f o r NOTAMS ( s e e 
paragraph 5 ) c o n t a i n s tiie gene ra l c r i t e r i a t o be a p p l i e d . A d d i t i o n a l 
d e t a i l s are p rov ided in paragraphs 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , and 1 1 , grouped by kind 
o f i n f o r m a t i o n , c i r c u m s t a n c e , or a p p l i c a t i o n . 

7 . CRITERIA FOR LANDING AREA NOTAMS. 

NOTAMS may be i s s u e d on a l l c i v i l l and ing a r ea s which a r e open t o 
the p u b l i c , o r t h o s e wi th Standard Ins t rument Approach P rocedures 
and so i n d i c a t e d on U . S . Government a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

The f o l l o w i n g "runway c l a s s i f i c a t i o n " w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d i n 
de te rmin ing whether a NOTAM(D) o r NOTAM(L) i s t o be i s s u e d : 

( 1 ) A NOTAM(D) f o r a l l l and ing a r ea s anno ta t ed i n the A i r m e n ' s 
I n f o r m a t i o n Manual when one o r more o f the f o l l o w i n g a r e 
a f f e c t e d : 

( a ) Longes t a v a i l a b l e runway. 

( b ) Runway s e r v e d by Standard Ins t rument Approach P r o c e d u r e . 

( c ) Runways wi th l eng ths o f 4 , 0 0 0 f e e t o r more . 

( 2 ) A NOTAM(L) f o r those c a t e g o r i e s no t c o n t a i n e d in 
paragraph 7 b ( l ) . 
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c . C o n s i s t e n t wi th the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s t a t e d i n paragraph 7 b , the 
t o i l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be r e p o r t e d as a NOTAM: 

( 1 ) Commiss ion ing , d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g , o r c l o s u r e o f the landing 
area or p o r t i o n s t h e r e o f . 

( 2 ) Commiss ion ing , decommiss ion ing o r any major change t o 
v i s u a l a i d s on o r s e r v i n g the l and ing a r ea . 

( 3 ) C o n d i t i o n s which r e s t r i c t or p r e c l u d e the use o f any o f the 
runways, wa te rways , t a x i w a y s , o r ramps. 

( 4 ) Occur rence or removal o f temporary o b s t r u c t i o n s t o a i r c r a f t 
o p e r a t i o n s in the movement a r e a . 

( 5 ) Braking a c t i o n . 

( 6 ) Snow c o n d i t i o n s . 

( 7 ) S lush or s t and ing water c o n d i t i o n s . 

( 8 ) Hazardous a c t i v i t y on o r near runways. 

( 9 ) I n t e r r u p t i o n or r e sumpt ion o f s e r v i c e o f s i g n i f i c a n t u n i t s 
of a i r p o r t r e s c u e / f i r e f i g h t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

8 . CRITERIA FOR AIR NAVIGATION AID NOTAMS. 

a . NOTAMS may be i s s u e d on a l l a i r n a v i g a t i o n a i d s forming pa r t o f the 
N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e System. 

b . C o n s i s t e n t wi th paragraph 8 a , the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on a i r 
n a v i g a t i o n a id s w i l l be r e p o r t e d as a NOTAM: 

( 1 ) Es tab l i shmen t ( " c o m m i s s i o n i n g " ) o r wi thdrawal 
( " d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g " ) . 

( 2 ) I n t e r r u p t i o n or r e tu rn t o o p e r a t i o n . 

( 3 ) Change o f f r e q u e n c y , or f r e q u e n c i e s . 

( 4 ) Change i n n o t i f i e d hours o f s e r v i c e . 

( 5 ) Change o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

( 6 ) Change o f o r i e n t a t i o n o f d i r e c t i o n a l a i d s . 

( 7 ) I r r e g u l a r i t y o r u n r e l i a b i l i t y o f o p e r a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g a i r 
ground communica t ions s e r v i c e s . 
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9 . CRITERIA FOR LIGHTING AID NOTAMS. 

a . NOTAMS may be i s s u e d on o b s t r u c t i o n l i g h t s , a e r o n a u t i c a l ( l i g h t ) 
b e a c o n s , ins t rument approach l i g h t s y s t e m s , runway l i g h t i n g 
( e d g e l i g h t s , touchdown z o n e , c e n t e r l i n e , runway remain ing , 
t a x i w a y , t u r n o f f , and i d e n t i f i e r ) , and a i rway b e a c o n s . 

b . C o n s i s t e n t wi th paragraph 9a , the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on 
l i g h t i n g a ids w i l l be r e p o r t e d as a NOTAM: 

( 1 ) Commiss ioning or decommiss ion ing o f a i r p o r t l i g h t i n g 
sys t em. 

( 2 ) Outage o c c u r r i n g dur ing the r e q u i r e d i l l u m i n a t i o n p e r i o d 
o f t h o s e l i g h t s , l i g h t i n g , and systems c i t e d i n 
paragraph 9a . 

10. CRITERIA FOR SPECIAL DATA NOTAMS. 

NOTAMS ( g r o u p e d he re as " S p e c i a l Data NOTAMS" f o r c o n v e n i e n c e o n l y ) 
may be i s s u e d on the f o l l o w i n g : 

a . A i r Defense e m e r g e n c i e s . 

b . A i r c r a f t j e t t i s o n i n g f u e l . 

c . Ground m i s s i l e e m e r g e n c i e s . 

d. High a l t i t u d e b a l l o o n f l i g h t s . 

e . Pa rachu te jumping. 

f . S k y d i v i n g . 

g . B i rd a c t i v i t y . 

h . S u b s t i t u t e r o u t e s due t o navaid shutdowns. 

i . Standard ins t rument d e p a r t u r e s . 

j . Standard t e rmina l a r r i v a l r o u t e s . 

k . Changes i n s p e c i a l use a i r s p a c e . 

1. Changes i n o p e r a t i n g hours o f a i r p o r t a c t i v i t i e s . 
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11 . CRITERIA FOR FDC (ALL CIRCUIT) NOTAMS. 

FDC ( A l l C i r c u i t ) NOTAMS may be i s s u e d on the f o l l o w i n g : 

a . Temporary f l i g h t r e s t r i c t i o n s ( i n a c c o r d a n c e wi th F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n 
R e g u l a t i o n s ) . 

b . R e v i s i o n s t o a i rway minimum enrou te a l t i t u d e (MEA), changeover 
p o i n t s pub l i shed in FAR Part 9 5 . 

c . R e v i s i o n s t o s tandard ins t rument approach p r o c e d u r e s p u b l i s h e d In 
FAR Pa r t 9 7 . 

d. A i r p o r t C e r t i f i c a t i o n I n f o r m a t i o n . 

e . C o r r e c t i o n s t o a e r o n a u t i c a l c h a r t s a n d / o r f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

f . Any c i r c u m s t a n c e , e v e n t , o r c o n d i t i o n which ( b e c a u s e o f i t s na ture 
and i m p o r t a n c e ) r e q u i r e s speedy d i s s e m i n a t i o n t o the w i d e s t p o s s i b l e 
a u d i e n c e . 

12 . NOTAM HANDBOOK ( 7 9 3 0 . 2 ) . An FAA NOTAM Handbook w i l l be main ta ined by 
A i r T r a f f i c S e r v i c e , F l i g h t S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n , AAT-400 r e f l e c t i n g the 
p o l i c i e s and s e t t i n g f o r t h d e t a i l e d NOTAM p r o c e d u r e s f o r a l l u se r s o f 
the NOTAM sys tem. The Handbook w i l l c o n t a i n c o m p l e t e gu idance m a t e r i a l 
c o n c e r n i n g c r i t e r i a , r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , p r o c e d u r e s , t e r m i n o l o g y , and 
examples as w e l l as o t h e r e lements n e c e s s a r y f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t and 
management o f an e f f e c t i v e NOTAM sys tem. 

13 . PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. The e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f the N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o 
Airmen System i s dependent t o a l a r g e d e g r e e on the c o o p e r a t i o n and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l members o f the a v i a t i o n p u b l i c . Anyone who ia aware 
o f any component change o r s i t u a t i o n o r c o n d i t i o n which may d i r e c t l y o r 
i n d i r e c t l y compromise o r a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t s a f e t y o f a i r c r a f t o p e r a t i o n s 
should r e p o r t the hazard t o FAA p e r s o n n e l . 

14. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. Fur the r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g NOTAMS may be 
o b t a i n e d by c o n t a c t i n g the n e a r e s t FAA f a c i l i t y . The N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o 
Airmen Handbook, 7 9 3 0 . 2 w i l l be p u b l i s h e d a t a l a t e r d a t e . 
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