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FLIGHT INFORMATION 

S U B J E C T Z NATIONAL NOTICE TO AIRMEN SYSTEM 

1 . PURPOSE, T h i s c i r c u l a r announces t h e FAA p o l i c y and c r i t e r i a f o r t he 
p r e p a r a t i o n and d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f e s s e n t i a l f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n t o p i l o t s 
and o t h e r a v i a t i o n i n t e r e s t s a s e s t a b l i s h e d b y FAA Order OA 7 9 3 0 . 1 , 
N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o Airmen Sys tem. I t a l s o c o n t a i n s o t h e r p e r t i n e n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n so t h a t members o f t h e a v i a t i o n p u b l i c w i l l b e b e t t e r 
in formed and can more e f f e c t i v e l y u t i l i z e t h e sys tem. 

2- BACKGROUND. P r e s e n t N o t i c e s t o Airmen d i s s e m i n a t e a wide v a r i e t y and 
a v a s t q u a n t i t y o f a e r o n a u t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n t o u s e r s . Much o f t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n i s g i v e n a p r i o r i t y h a n d l i n g w h i c h i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i n 
k e e p i n g w i t h t h e impor t ance o f t h e m a t e r i a l . T h i s s i t u a t i o n r e s u l t s i n 
o v e r - b u r d e n i n g t he sys tem and e s s e n t i a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s o f t e n t i m e s 
d e l a y e d and f a i l s t o r e c e i v e p r o p e r a t t e n t i o n f rom u s e r s b e c a u s e o f t he 
l a r g e volume o f i n f o r m a t i o n i n v o l v e d . To i n s u r e t h a t t h e N o t i c e t o A i r ­
men System p r o p e r l y s e r v e s i t s i n t e n d e d p u r p o s e , new o p e r a t i o n a l l y 
o r i e n t e d c r i t e r i a g o v e r n i n g t h e admi t t ance o f i t ems i n t o t he sys tem, 
have been d e v e l o p e d . These c r i t e r i a w i l l n o t l e s s e n t he s e r v i c e s p r o ­
v i d e d t o t he u s e r b u t w i l l i n c r e a s e t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f such s e r v i c e s . 
A l s o i n c l u d e d i n t h e new sys tem i s t h e imp lemen ta t i on o f a s epa ra t e 
NOTAM summary which w i l l i n c l u d e t h e maximum u s e o f p l a i n l a n g u a g e . 

3* INTRODUCTION* Current and c o m p l e t e f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e System i s e s s e n t i a l t o airmen i n o r d e r t o a s s u r e 
s a f e t y o f a i r o p e r a t i o n s . B a s i c f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n n e c e s s a r y t o 
a c c o m p l i s h t h i s i s d i s s e m i n a t e d b y FAA i n r e c o g n i z e d p u b l i c a t i o n s such 
a s t h e A i r m a n ' s Gu ide ; F l i g h t I n f o r m a t i o n Manual; A e r o n a u t i c a l Cha r t s , 
e t c . When changes o c c u r i n t he N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e System and t he e l emen t s 
o f change a r e t ime c r i t i c a l , t h e y must b e d i s s e m i n a t e d r a p i d l y t o t h e 
a r e a s o f p r ime c o n c e r n a s t h e i r a b s e n c e c o u l d have an a d v e r s e e f f e c t on 
t he s a f e t y o f f l i g h t . The N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o Airmen System has b e e n 
d e v e l o p e d t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e c u r r e n c y o f t h i s b a s i c f l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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4 . POLICY. I n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h i s n o t o t h e r w i s e a v a i l a b l e t o airmen and o t h e r 
a v i a t i o n i n t e r e s t s and t h e l a c k o f w h i c h would have an a d v e r s e e f f e c t on 
t he s a f e t y o f f l i g h t w i l l b e d i s s e m i n a t e d a s N o t i c e s t o A i rmen . 

5- DEFINITIONS. 

a . N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e Sys tem. The common sys tem o f a i r n a v i g a t i o n and a i r 
t r a f f i c c o n t r o l encompass ing communica t ion f a c i l i t i e s , a i r n a v i g a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s , a i r w a y s , c o n t r o l l e d a i r s p a c e , s p e c i a l u se a i r s p a c e , a n d 
a s s o c i a t e d f l i g h t p r o c e d u r e s a u t h o r i z e d b y F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n R e g u l a ­
t i o n s f o r d o m e s t i c and i n t e r n a t i o n a l a v i a t i o n . In a d d i t i o n t o a l l 
d e s i g n a t e d a i r s p a c e , t h i s sys tem i n c l u d e s t h e f o l l o w i n g componen t s : 

(1) A i r N a v i g a t i o n F a c i l i t y . Any f a c i l i t y u s e d i n , a v a i l a b l e f o r UBe 
i n , o r d e s i g n e d f o r u s e i n , a i d o f a i r n a v i g a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g 
l a n d i n g a r e a s , l i g h t s , any appara tus o r equipment f o r d i s s e m i n a t ­
i ng w e a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , f o r s i g n a l i n g , f o r r a d i o / d i r e c t i o n a l 
f i n d i n g , o r f o r r a d i o o r e l e c t r i c a l communica t ion , and any o t h e r 
s t r u c t u r e o r mechanism hav ing a s i m i l a r p u r p o s e f o r g u i d i n g o r 
c o n t r o l l i n g f l i g h t i n t h e a i r o r t h e l a n d i n g and t a k e o f f o f 
a i r c r a f t . 

(2) l a n d i n g A r e a . Any l o c a l i t y , e i t h e r o f l a n d o r w a t e r , i n c l u d i n g 
a i r p o r t s and i n t e r m e d i a t e l a n d i n g f i e l d s , wh ich i s u s e d , o r 
i n t e n d e d t o b e u s e d , f o r t h e l a n d i n g and t a k e o f f o f a i r c r a f t , 
whe ther o r n o t f a c i l i t i e s a r e p r o v i d e d f o r t h e s h e l t e r , s e r v i c i n g , 
o r r e p a i r o f a i r c r a f t , o r f o r r e c e i v i n g o r d i s c h a r g i n g p a s s e n g e r s 
o r c a r g o . 

b . N o t i c e t o A i rmen . A n o t i c e i d e n t i f i e d e i t h e r a s a NOTAM o r Airmen 
A d v i s o r y c o n t a i n i n g I n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t , c o n d i ­
t i o n , o r change i n any component o f , o r haza rd i n , t h e N a t i o n a l A i r ­
space Sys tem, t h e t i m e l y knowledge o f w h i c h i s e s s e n t i a l t o p e r s o n n e l 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h f l i g h t o p e r a t i o n s . 

(1) NOTAM* A N o t i c e t o Airmen i n message fo rm r e q u i r i n g e x p e d i t i o u s 
and w ide d i s s e m i n a t i o n b y t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s means. 

(2) Airmen A d v i s o r y . A N o t i c e t o Airmen n o r m a l l y o n l y g i v e n l o c a l 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n , d u r i n g p r e f l i g h t o r i n - f l i g h t b r i e f i n g , o r o t h e r ­
w i s e d u r i n g c o n t a c t w i t h p i l o t s . 

c . NOTAM Summary. A d a i l y c o m p i l a t i o n o f c u r r e n t NOTAMs i n a b b r e v i a t e d 
p l a i n l a n g u a g e . 

6* CP I'l'KKIft- FAA p e r s o n n e l cha rged w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r communica­
t i o n s f u n c t i o n s have b e e n i n s t r u c t e d t o a c c e p t a l l m a t e r i a l o f f e r e d as 
N o t i c e t o Airmen i n f o r m a t i o n . However , t h e y w i l l a p p l y t h e f o l l o w i n g 
c r i t e r i a i n d e t e r m i n i n g how t h e da ta w i l l b e p r o c e s s e d : 
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a . M a t e r i a l m e e t i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g c r i t e r i a s h a l l "be t r a n s m i t t e d b y 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s means a s a NOTAM when: 

(1) A l a n d i n g a r ea c o n d i t i o n e x i s t s wh ich p r e c l u d e s s a f e o p e r a t i o n 
o f a i r c r a f t . T h i s c o n c e r n s o n l y s i t u a t i o n s which would n o r m a l l y 
r e s u l t i n a p i l o t ' s o r o p e r a t o r ' s d e c i s i o n t o d i v e r t a i r c r a f t . 

(2) There i s an u n s c h e d u l e d change i n , o r i r r e g u l a r o p e r a t i o n o f , 
any component o f t he N a t i o n a l A i r s p a c e System which p r e c l u d e s t h e 
u s e o f a f a c i l i t y f o r normal a i r c r a f t o p e r a t i o n s . An unschedu led 
change i s one n o t p l anned o r f o r e s e e n s u f f i c i e n t l y i n advance t o 
a l l o w d i s s e m i n a t i o n b y o t h e r means. 

(3) Any s c h e d u l e d and p u b l i s h e d change t o components o f t he N a t i o n a l 
A i r s p a c e System a f f e c t i n g o p e r a t i o n s i s r e s c h e d u l e d o r m o d i f i e d 
w i t h i n s u f f i c i e n t t ime f o r p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e new i n f o r m a t i o n . 

( 4 ) New o r m o d i f i e d ins t rument p r o c e d u r e s o r changes i n o p e r a t i n g 
minimums a r e e s t a b l i s h e d f o r which t h e r e I s i n s u f f i c i e n t 
t ime f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n advance o f the e f f e c t i v e d a t e . 

b . M a t e r i a l w h i c h d o e s n o t meet t h e NOTAM c r i t e r i a ( a . a b o v e ) s h a l l b e 
c l a s s i f i e d a s an Airmen A d v i s o r y and g i v e n e x p e d i t i o u s l o c a l d i s s e m i ­
n a t i o n ; a n d / o r t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e N a t i o n a l P l i g h t 
Eata Cente r (NFDC) f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . 

c . A few examples o f NOTAMs and Airmen A d v i s o r i e s a r e o u t l i n e d b e l o w : 

NOTAMs AIRMEN ADVISORIES 

Unscheduled a i r p o r t c l o s i n g F u e l j e t t i s o n i n g 
N a v i g a t i o n f a c i l i t y o u t B i r d s / a n i m a l s on f i e l d 
Unscheduled runway c l o s i n g Ramp o r t a x i w a y d e f e c t s 
New o r r e s c h e d u l e d IFR p r o c e d u r e Men/equipment on f i e l d 

IMPIEMENTATION. The N a t i o n a l N o t i c e t o Airmen System w i l l b e implemented 
on March 15, 1964. The NOTAM Summary w i l l be implemented n o t l a t e r than 
60 days t h e r e a f t e r . 

HJBIiIC PARTICIPATION, The s u c c e s s and e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t he N a t i o n a l 
N o t i c e t o Airmen System i s dependent t o a l a r g e d e g r e e on t he c o o p e r a t i o n 
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a l l members o f t h e a v i a t i o n p u b l i c . Anyone who i s 
aware o f any s i t u a t i o n o r c o n d i t i o n w h i c h may d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y 
compromise o r a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t s a f e t y o f a i r c r a f t and a i r c r a f t o p e r a t i o n s 
shou ld r e p o r t t h e hazard t o EAA p e r s o n n e l . 
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ADDrCIOHAIi INFORMATION* I n f o r m a t i o n may b e o b t a i n e d b y c o n t a c t i n g t h e 
n e a r e s t F l i g h t S e r v i c e S t a t i o n o r b y r e f e r e n c e t o t h e FAA A i r T r a f f i c 
S e r v i c e Handbook, Communicat ions P r o c e d u r e s , AT P 7300.1. 

C o p i e s and r e v i s i o n s o f t h e Handbook may b e o b t a i n e d f o r $2.50 f rom t h e 
Supe r in t enden t o f Documents , U. S . Government P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , Washington , 
D. C. 20553. 
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