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1 . PURPOSE: This advisory c i r c u l a r provides an acceptable means, but not 
the only means, o f compliance with the requirements of the Federal Aviation 
Regulations (FAR) f o r pos i t ive locking of fuel drain valves in the closed 
p o s i t i o n . 

2 . BACKGROUND. FAR Sect ions 2 3 . 9 9 9 ( b ) , 2 5 . 9 9 9 ( b ) , 2 7 . 9 9 9 ( b ) , and 2 9 . 9 9 9 ( b ) 
r e q u i r e , in p a r t : "Each drain . . . must have manual or automatic means 
f o r p o s i t i v e locking in the closed pos i t ion . . . ." This requirement 
r e f e r s t o the required drain va lves . The purpose of t h i s advisory c i r c u l a r 
i s t o respond t o the question as t o whether a spring loaded valve in the 
c losed pos i t ion could be considered a "posit ive locking valve ." 

3 . GUIDANCE. Spring loaded fuel drain valves conforming to MIL-V-25023B o r 
TSO-C76 or equivalent may be approved for those i n s t a l l a t i o n s where the 
person operating the valve can v i s u a l l y confirm t h a t the valve i s c losed, 
provided the appl icant has shown t h a t the valve wi l l not open inadvertent ly 
under any foreseeable operating condit ion. 
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