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A C N O : ac 150/5380-4 

D A T E : 9 / 11 /68 

ADVISORY 
CIRCULAR 

D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

F E D E R A L A V I A T I O N A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 
S U B J E C T : JRAMB QFmfi3!l6lSS'rpJRm} PERIODS^OP SNOW AND ICE ACCUMULATION 

1. PURPOSE, This advisory c:Lreular d i r e c t s a t t ent ion t o j i l i n c r e a s e d 
accident p o t e n t i a l when snow or i ce accumulates on the surfaces o f ramps 
and a i r c r a f t parking and holding areas and suggests some measures to 
reduce t h i s p o t e n t i a l . 

2 . BACKOROUMD. A review.'of a i r c r a f t accidents and inc idents indicates 
"•'that they, are more l i k e l y t o occur when .snow or_i.ce i s allowed t o 

accumulate on ramps and parking or holdLag areas . Of ten p i l o t s of 
parked or holding a i r c r a f t ( e spec ia l ly turboje t -a ircraf t ) must'apply .J 
more than normal.power t o break away, maneuver, and t a x i the a i r c r a f t J 
The. re su l tant "blast may damage ramp support equipment or injure ramp 
personnel . ' For example, ramp service truc_s~ have been overturned andi 
maintenance stands have been blown into other parked a i r c r a f t J " The ' 
e f f e c t of -the. b l a s t i s magnified "by s l i c k , i c y surfaces which icause a 

- , reduct ion or complete lo s s o f t r a c t i o n . j > 

3. CORRECTIVE MEASURES. Measures' may be taken t o reduce t h i s accident ' 
p o t e n t i a l u n t i l the a f f ec ted areas are properly c leared of ac<^mulated 
snow and i c e . I n addit ion t o those measures t h a t airport ouners'^and 
operators , f ixed-base oper ators_,__&ir c a r r i e r maintenance and operations, j 
supervisors , and others now use t o insure ramp s a f e t y , they are urged:to-:\ 

a. Advise the personnel under t h e i r supervis ion t h a t vhen ramp and . 
parking or holding surfaces are i c y or snow covered,.more hazardous. 
condit ions e x i s t . H.{_ 

b. Post a copy of t h i s advisory c i r c u l a r i n a l l areas frequented b x _ J - . 
a f f e c t e d personnel and have them read and i n i t i a l i t . - I ." 
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- ~ c.;r, Exercise s p e c i a l care t o insure that a l l portable and mobile 
equipment I s c l e a r o f the b l a s t area before the p i l o t i s al loved 
to "begin movement and i n s t r u c t personnel on.foot to move out 
o f the b l a s t area. 

-,f • s ' 
ft; A ler t a f f ec ted personnel, who are s e r v i c i n g a i r c r a f t behind the 

one scheduled t o begin movement* before t a x i i n g begins so they 
can secure^oose_5»b3ects or take other precaut ions . 

e . S t re s s ; the peedjto expedi t ious ly remove snow and i ce frpin>ramps 
and a i r c r a f t parking or holding areas and from' any o ther 'area 
•uhere a i r c r a f t 'movement occurs . This should ^be-a p r i o r i t y _ 
p r o j e c t . \ "' "nN"l,r^;'**"** ^f?i??Tv'. 

:" 1 * 
k. HOW TO OBgADf TffCS PUBLICATIOH.'V~Additional copies o f t h i s c i r c u l a r , 

" H T J - A C 150/53^0-4, #amp Operations During Periods o f Snow and I c e 
* Accumulation, may be obtained from the Department o f Transportatloni 

D i s t r i b u t i o n U n i t . TAD-^8l|,3, Washington, D ; C 20590. . 
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