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D E P A R T M E N T O F T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
S U B J E C T : SECURITY OF AIRCRAFT AT AIRPORTS 

1 , PURPOSE. This advisory c i r c u l a r d irects attention to the problem of 
p i l f e r a g e from a i r c r a f t on a irports and suggests action to reduce 
p i l f e r a g e and the hazards that may r e s u l t from i t , 

2 , CAMCELLATIOH. Advisory Circu lar 1 5 0 / 5 2 0 0 - 6 , Security of A i r c r a f t at 
A i r p o r t s , dated December 1 2 , 1 9 6 7 , i s cancel led . 

3 , BACKGROUND. P i l f e r a g e from and the s tr ipping of a i r c r a f t while parked 
on an a irport are becoming serious problems on a nat ional s ca l e . Not 
only are large amounts of money represented by the equipment s to len, 
but l i v e s of p i l o t s and t h e i r passengers are endangered by the l o s s of 
some v i t a l component or f u e l . Some instances of thef t are : 

a. A very active criminal r ing operating i n the Southwest s to le 
more than one mi l l i on d o l l a r s worth of e lectronic equipment 
from a irp lanes . 

b . More than $ 2 7 , 0 0 0 worth of e lec tronic equipment was stolen from 
one executive a i rp lane . The instrument panel was not disturbed, 
and the p i l o t discovered his loss only when he t r i e d to e s tab l i sh 
radio contact with a F l ight Service Stat ion. 

c. Theft of aviat ion f u e l (which i s common) and fue l contamination 
have been contributory causes of accidents, 

d. At one a i r p o r t , a l i g h t airplane was s tr ipped of i t s engine, engine 
mount, cowling, and p r o p e l l e r s . At another, a truck was driven 
down the f l i g h t l ine and every contro l lab le prope l l er was removed 
from the a i r c r a f t by th ieves . 
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e . Thieves have arr ived at the scene of an accident, Introduced 
themselves as representat ives of the a i r c r a f t owner or the 
insurance company, and s tr ipped the wreckage of everything of 
va lue , 

k. RECOMMENDED COUNTSRMEASURES, Certa in counter-measures can he taken by 
both a irport management and a i r c r a f t owners. Some w i l l help to i n h i b i t 
p i l f e r a g e ; some w i l l help to apprehend the cr iminals; and some, while 
not preventing th ievery , w i l l minimize loss to the owner. 

a. Keep a i r c r a f t locked at a l l times when not in use. This applies 
to doors, windows, and ign i t ion switches. 

b . I f p o s s i b l e , place the a i r c r a f t in a locked or guarded hangar. 

. c. I f hangar space i s not a v a i l a b l e , t i e down i n a w e l l - l i g h t e d and 
p a t r o l l e d area. 

d . I f doors and windows cannot be locked, remove a l l portable 
e lectronic equipment and personal belongings . 

e , Strange persons seen working on a i r c r a f t should be kept under 
surve i l l ance . I f they are not known by s ight , they should be 
required to produce a sa t i s fac tory i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

f• I f an a i r c r a f t i s involved in a crash or forced landing, 
arrange to have the wreckage guarded u n t i l i t i s re l eased by 
a representative of the Federal Aviat ion Administration or 
National Transportation Safety Board. 

g. A i r c r a f t and equipment should be inventoried. A l i s t of a l l 
equipment, including s e r i a l numbers, make, model, and other 
s ign i f i cant data, should be made and retained in a safe place 
f o r a id In i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

h. In case of thef t , not i fy the po l i ce and furnish a copy of the l i s t 
of equipment to them. I t w i l l be useful in ident i fy ing and 
recovering the property . 

i . I n your p r e f l i g h t , check a l l of the equipment and the f u e l supply. 
This may prevent a f a t a l accident. 

J. Airport management should consider using security fencing, 
l i g h t i n g , and guards as methods to help prevent the huge 
losses in money and human l i f e that could r e s u l t from p i l f e r a g e , 
malicious mischief, and sabotage. 
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k. Airport owners or operators are urged to post signs in appropriate 
locat ions , carrying the fo l lowing statement: 

Damaging or d i sab l ing any a i r c r a f t located on th i s a i rport 
by s t ea l ing r a d i o s , navigation equipments, autopi lots , engines, 
p r o p e l l e r s , f u e l , or any other parts i s , In most cases, a 
Federal offense punishable by f ines up to $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , imprisonment 
f o r 2 0 years , or even death i f such a theft causes an accident 
re su l t ing In loss of l i f e . 

5 . HOW TO OBTAIN THIS PUBLICATION. Addit ional copies of th i s advisory 
c i r c u l a r , AC 1 5 0 / 5 2 0 0 - 6 A , Security of A i r c r a f t at A i r p o r t s , may be 
obtained from the Department of Transportation, Subsequent Dis tr ibut ion 
Section, M-494.3, Washington, D.C. 20590. 

WARNING - FEDERAL OFFENSE 

C h e s t e r G. Bowers 
D i r e c t o r , A i r p o r t s S e r v i c e 
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