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SUBJECT! AIR TAXI OPERATORS OF LARGE AIRCRAFT 

PURPOSE. This advisory c ircu lar provides guidel ines and procedures 
for use by a i r taxi operators or applicants for a i r taxi operator 
c e r t i f i c a t e s who desire to obtain FAA authorization to operate large 
a i rcra f t (more than 12 ,500 pounds maximum c e r t i f i c a t e d takeoff 
weight) in a i r taxi operations. 

2 » CANCELLATION. Advisory Circular No. 1 3 5 - 2 , dated October 14 , 1969, 
i s canceled. 

3 . REFERENCES. 

a. Federal Aviation Regulations, Parts 1 , 4 3 , 6 1 , 9 1 , 97 , 103 , 121 
and 135. 

b . Advisory Circular No. 1 2 1 - 1 , Standard Maintenance Specif icat ions 
Handbook. 

4 . BACKGROUND. In order to standardize the regulatory requirements of 
c e r t i f i c a t e holders operating large a i r c r a f t , Section 135.2 was added 
to FAR 135. This sect ion requires a i r taxi operators who operate 
a ircraf t with cer t i f i ca ted takeoff weights of over 12,500 pounds to 
comply with pertinent requirements of FAR 121 and appropriate oper
ations spec i f i ca t ions . FAR Parts 43 and 91 allow these a i r taxi 
operators the same maintenance pr iv i l eges that apply to a i r carr i er s . 

5 . GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES. 

a. From an economic standpoint, a i r taxi operations with large 
a ircraf t (over 12,500 pounds) must be in accordance with an 
authorization granted by the C i v i l Aeronautics Board (CAB). 
Part 298 i s a CAB Economic Regulation ent i t l ed "Class i f icat ion 
and Exemption of Air Taxi Operators." This regulation gives a 
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b l a n k e t e x e m p t i o n f o r a i r t a x i o p e r a t o r s t o e n g a g e in a i r t r a n s p o r 
t a t i o n w i t h o u t o b t a i n i n g a c e r t i f i c a t e o f c o n v e n i e n c e a n d n e c e s s i t y 
I f t h e a i r c r a f t b e i n g u s e d h a v e a m a x i m u m p a y l o a d c a p a c i t y o f 7 , 5 0 0 
p o u n d s o r l e s s a n d a m a x i m u m p a s s e n g e r c o n f i g u r a t i o n for 3 0 
p a s s e n g e r s ( m a x i m u m o f 3 0 p a s s e n g e r s s e a t s ) . ( S e e n o t e b e l o w ) In 
a d d i t i o n , t h e C A B m a y i s s u e a n i n d i v i d u a l e x e m p t i o n w h i c h a u t h o r i z e s 
a n a i r t a x i o p e r a t o r t o c o n d u c t c e r t a i n o p e r a t i o n s u s i n g a i r c r a f t 
l a r g e r t h a n t h o s e c o v e r e d b y t h e b l a n k e t e x e m p t i o n . P a r t 2 9 8 
r e q u i r e s that a l l a i r t a x i o p e r a t o r s r e g i s t e r w i t h t h e C A B o n o r 
b e f o r e J u l y 1 , 1 9 7 3 , a n d e v e r y t w o y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r . A i r t a x i s w h o 
b e g i n o p e r a t i o n s a f t e r J u l y 1, 1 9 7 3 , a r e r e q u i r e d to r e g i s t e r a t 
l e a s t 3 0 d a y s p r i o r t o t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f o p e r a t i o n s and a r e 
r e q u i r e d t o r e r e g i s t e r b y J u l y 1 , 1 9 7 5 , a n d e v e r y t w o y e a r s t h e r e 
a f t e r . A C A B F o r m 2 9 8 - A , " R e g i s t r a t i o n and R e r e g i s t r a t i o n for 
E x e m p t i o n a s a n A i r T a x i O p e r a t o r , " i s u s e d for t h i s p u r p o s e . T h e 
C A B v a l i d a t e s a n d r e t u r n s t h i s f o r m t o a s u c c e s s f u l a p p l i c a n t . A 
p r o p e r l y v a l i d a t e d and c u r r e n t C A B F o r m 2 9 8 - A is a p r e r e q u i s i t e for 
t h e i s s u a n c e o f a n F A A A T C O c e r t i f i c a t e . T h e n a t u r e a n d s c o p e o f t h e 
o p e r a t i o n s c o n d u c t e d m u s t b e c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e C A B a u t h o r i z a t i o n . 

N O T E : A i r t a x i o p e r a t i o n s w i t h i n A l a s k a a n d H a w a i i c o n t i n u e to b e 
g o v e r n e d b y t h e 1 2 , 5 0 0 - p o u n d t a k e o f f w e i g h t s t a n d a r d for t h e 
b l a n k e t e x e m p t i o n . 

A i r t a x i o p e r a t o r s o f l a r g e a i r c r a f t a r e c e r t i f i c a t e d u n d e r F A R 1 3 5 
a s a n a i r t a x i o p e r a t o r . H o w e v e r , F A R 1 3 5 . 2 r e q u i r e s t h a t in l a r g e 
a i r c r a f t o p e r a t i o n s t h e o p e r a t o r m u s t c o m p l y w i t h t h e c e r t i f i c a t i o n 
a n d o p e r a t i n g r u l e s o f F A R 121 a p p l i c a b l e t o s u p p l e m e n t a l a i r 
c a r r i e r s a n d a p p r o p r i a t e o p e r a t i o n s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . H o w e v e r , the 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r m a y . a f t e r c o n s i d e r i n g t h e n a t u r e , s c o p e and c o m p l e x 
i t y o f a s c h e d u l e d t y p e o f o p e r a t i o n , i s s u e o p e r a t i o n s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s 
r e q u i r i n g a n a i r taxi o p e r a t o r u s i n g l a r g e a i r c r a f t to c o m p l y w i t h 
t h e d o m e s t i c o r flag r u l e s o f F A R 1 2 1 i n l i e u o f t h e s u p p l e m e n t a l 
r u l e s . F o r t h e s e p u r p o s e s , s c h e d u l e d o p e r a t i o n s a r e t h o s e c o n d u c t e d 
b e t w e e n a n y t w o p o i n t s w i t h t h e f r e q u e n c y s p e c i f i e d in F A R 1 2 1 . 7 . 

T h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r m a y a u t h o r i z e t h o s e a i r t a x i o p e r a t o r s w h o c o n d u c t 
o p e r a t i o n s u n d e r the d o m e s t i c o r flag r u l e s to a l s o c o n d u c t 
s c h e d u l e d c a r g o , c h a r t e r o r s p e c i a l s e r v i c e s u n d e r t h e s u p p l e m e n t a l 
r u l e s o f F A R 1 2 1 , if t h e C A B h a s a u t h o r i z e d s u c h o p e r a t i o n s . In 
t h e s e c a s e s , P a r t F o f t h e s t a n d a r d o p e r a t i o n s s p e c i f i c a t i o n s w i l l 
b e i s s u e d . 

I f f o r e i g n o p e r a t i o n s a r e a u t h o r i z e d for a n o p e r a t o r o p e r a t i n g u n d e r 
t h e s c h e d u l e d a i r c a r r i e r r u l e s o f F A R 1 2 1 , t h e flag r u l e s w i l l 
n o r m a l l y a p p l y , e x c e p t t h a t F A R 1 2 1 . 3 ( d ) p e r m i t s t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
o f a l i m i t e d o p e r a t i o n i n t o f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , s u c h a s C a n a d a and 
M e x i c o , to b e c o n d u c t e d u n d e r t h e d o m e s t i c r u l e s of FAR 1 2 1 . 
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e. Prior to making formal appl icat ion for the issuance of operations 
spec i f i cat ions under FAR 1 3 5 . 2 , applicants are encouraged to hold 
preliminary discussions of the matter with an FAA inspector. The 
inspector should be thoroughly briefed on the planned operation so 
that he may advise the applicant of the general requirements 
involved; i . e . , appl icat ion of pertinent regulat ions , operations 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , training programs, manuals, maintenance programs, 
records, f a c i l i t i e s and Inspection requirements applicable to the 
part icular operation. 

6 . OPERATING CERTIFICATE. An a i r taxi operating c e r t i f i c a t e , issued under 
Subpart A of FAR 135 , i s required for the issuance of FAR 121 operations 
spec i f i cat ions authorizing large a i rcra f t operation in a i r taxi serv ice . 
A FAR 121 operating c e r t i f i c a t e w i l l not be issued for this type of 
operation. Applicants who do not hold a FAR 135 operating c e r t i f i c a t e 
should, in addition to the requirements of paragraph 7 below, make 
appl icat ion for th i s c e r t i f i c a t e on FAA Form 8 0 0 0 - 6 , Application for 
Air Taxi Commercial Operator C e r t i f i c a t e Under FAR 135. The FAA Forms 
8000-6 may be obtained from the local FAA d i s t r i c t o f f i c e . 

7. FORMAL APPLICATION. The applicant for a 135 .2 a i r taxi operating cer
t i f i c a t e should apply at l eas t 60 days prior to the desired cer t i f i ca t io i 
date to the FAA Fl ight Standards D i s t r i c t Off ice nearest to his principal 
base of operation. The applicat ion should be a formal l e t t e r including 
a detai led item by item descript ion of how he complies with each sect ion 
of the appropriate regulat ions . The rece ipt of the formal application 
indicates that he i s , in f a c t , ready for inspection and that a l l 
manuals, training programs, CAB authorizat ion, e t c . , that are required 
for appl icat ion processing are complete. 

8 . ASSIGNMENT OF FAA PERSONNEL. Upon receipt of an appl icat ion for FAA 
authorization to operate large a i r c r a f t in a i r taxi operations, the FAA 
w i l l assign inspector personnel to accomplish the c e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

9 . OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS. From an operations standpoint, two sets of 
standard operations spec i f i ca t ions for a i r taxi operators using large 
a i rcra f t are prepared by the Fl ight Operations Div i s ion , AFS-400, in 
Washington, D. C. One se t i s designed for use by those operators oper
ating under the supplemental rules of FAR 121. The other set i s designee 
for use by those operators operating under the domestic and flag rules 
of FAR 121 . Operations Spec i f icat ions - Maintenance are prepared in 
accordance with Advisory Circular 1 2 1 - 1 . 

10 . OPERATOR REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF OPERATIONS SPECIFICATIONS. Normally, 
i f preapplication meetings were he ld , the applicant w i l l submit his 
operations spec i f i cat ions along with the formal appl icat ion . In any 
case , they should be submitted as soon as poss ib le a f t er the formal 
appl icat ion i s received so as to provide su f f i c i en t time to correct any 
incorrect i tems. Maintenance and avionics operations spec i f icat ions are 
prepared as spec i f ied in Advisory Circular 1 2 1 - 1 . 
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INSPECTION FOR ISSUANCE OF OPERATING CERTIFICATE. Upon receipt of the 
formal appl icat ion , the assigned FAA personnel w i l l commence the required 
inspection of the proposed operation. This w i l l be an in-depth inspec
tion to assure that a l l facets of the operation meet the requirements of 
the pertinent regulat ions . Close coordination between the applicant and 
the FAA inspectors throughout the c e r t i f i c a t i o n process w i l l expedite 
the c e r t i f i c a t i o n act ion . After approval, the assigned FAA inspectors 
w i l l implement an inspection and survei l lance program appropriate to 
operations being conducted. 

1 2 • APPROVAL. Appropriate operations spec i f i ca t ions executed by the a p p l i 
cant and approved by the Administrator's representative const i tute 
authority for the operator to operate large a i r c r a f t in a i r taxi oper
ations in accordance with the provisions of such operations spec i f i ca 
t ions . These operations spec i f i cat ions are in addition to the required 
ATCO c e r t i f i c a t e . 
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