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SUBJECT* EMERGENCY LOCATOR TRANSMITTER REGULATIONS 
" W IN FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) 

1. PURPOSE. T h i s a d v i s o r y c i r c u l a r d i s c u s s e s the r e l a t i o n s h i p between FAR 
9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) and S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) o f the F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n A c t o f 1958 (as 
amended) and how tha t r e l a t i o n s h i p a f f e c t s t h o s e who might wish t o 
p e t i t i o n t he FAA f o r an exempt ion from FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) . 

2 . REFERENCES * FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) ; S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) o f the F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n 
A c t o f 1958 (a s amended) . 

3 « BACKGROUND. FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) p r o h i b i t s t he o p e r a t i o n , a f t e r December 3 0 , 
1 9 7 3 , o f v a r i o u s c l a s s e s o f U . S . r e g i s t e r e d a i r p l a n e s u n l e s s t hey are 
equ ipped w i t h an emergency l o c a t o r t r a n s m i t t e r (ELT) . T h i s r e g u l a t i o n , 
among o t h e r s , was adopted b y the A d m i n i s t r a t o r t o implement S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) 
o f the F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n A c t o f 1958 (a s amended) . S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) was 
added t o T i t l e VI o f the A c t by means o f P u b l i c Law 9 1 - 5 9 6 , which was 
e n a c t e d by t he Congress on December 2 9 , 1 9 7 0 . With r e s p e c t t o e f f e c t i v e 
d a t e and t o c l a s s e s o f a i r p l a n e s c o v e r e d , FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) conforms t o 
S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) o f the A c t . 

DISCUSSION. The F e d e r a l A v i a t i o n A c t o f 1958 (a s amended) does n o t 
a u t h o r i z e the A d m i n i s t r a t o r t o grant exempt ions from S e c t i o n 6 0 1 ( d ) . 
I t f o l l o w s tha t the A d m i n i s t r a t o r canno t g ran t an exempt ion from t h o s e 
p r o v i s i o n s i n FAR % 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) tha t confo rm t o c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
p r o v i s i o n s i n S e c . 6 0 1 ( d ) o f the A c t , i n c l u d i n g among o t h e r s the 
p r o v i s i o n s e s t a b l i s h i n g the December 3 0 , 1 9 7 3 , e f f e c t i v e da te and the 
c l a s s e s o f a i r p l a n e s tha t must be ELT-equ lpped . Such r e l i e f can be 
p r o v i d e d by A c t o f Congress o n l y . O p e r a t o r s a f f e c t e d by FAR 9 1 . 5 2 ( a ) ( 2 ) , 
and o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s , shou ld t ake n o t e o f t h i s r e g u l a t o r y 
s i t u a t i o n . 
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