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SUBJECT: 
INADVERTENT TRANSMISSIONS FROM EMERGENCY LOCATOR 
TRANSMITTERS ( E L T ) 

1* PURPOSE. T h i s c i r c u l a r u r g e s p i l o t s and maintenance p e r s o n n e l t o make 
s u r e emergency l o c a t o r t r a n s m i t t e r s a r e s w i t c h e d o f f when a i r c r a f t a r e 
p a r k e d . 

2 . 

3 . 

BACKGROUND. Numerous c a s e s o f i n a d v e r t e n t ELT t r a n s m i s s i o n s have 
a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d as a r e s u l t o f a e r o b a t i c s , h a r d l a n d i n g s o r a i r c r a f t 
m a i n t e n a n c e . Such t r a n s m i s s i o n s can c a u s e u n n e c e s s a r y s e a r c h m i s s i o n s 
to b e conducted and can b l o c k the f r e q u e n c y f o r a c t u a l emergency u s e . 
A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r s 00-35 and 20-81 p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g E L T s . 

RECOMMENDED ACTION. To a i d i n d e t e c t i n g t r a n s m i s s i o n s due t o i n a d v e r ­
t e n t ELT a c t i v a t i o n , i t i s recommended t h a t : 

a . P r i o r to e n g i n e shutdown a t the end o f each f l i g h t , p i l o t s tune the 
a i r c r a f t ' s VHF r e c e i v e r to 121.5 MHz and l i s t e n f o r ELT a u d i o sweeps . 

b . I f an ELT s i g n a l i s h e a r d , t u r n o f f y o u r a i r c r a f t ' s ELT to d e t e r ­
mine i f y o u r t r a n s m i t t e r i s the one i n o p e r a t i o n . I f you f i n d t h a t 
i t had been a c t i v a t e d , maintenance may b e r e q u i r e d b e f o r e the "G" 
a c t i v a t i o n u n i t i s r e t u r n e d to the armed p o s i t i o n . 

c . Reminders to s w i t c h o f f the ELT a t the end o f f l i g h t s b e p l a c e d 
on c h e c k l i s t s o r p l a c a r d s . Use o f o t h e r e f f e c t i v e r e m i n d e r s i s 
a l s o e n c o u r a g e d . 

I n a d v e r t e n t a c t i v a t i o n o f E L T , i f u n d e t e c t e d b y the a i r c r a f t owner, can 
c a u s e s e r i o u s prob lems i f the s i g n a l s i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h o s e o f an 
a c t u a l emergency. 
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PURPOSE. T h i s c i r c u l a r u r g e s p i l o t s and maintenance p e r s o n n e l to make 
s u r e emergency l o c a t o r t r a n s m i t t e r s a r e s w i t c h e d o f f when a i r c r a f t a r e 
p a r k e d . 

2 . BACKGROUND. Numerous c a s e s o f i n a d v e r t e n t ELT t r a n s m i s s i o n s have 
a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d a s a r e s u l t o f a e r o b a t i c s , h a r d l a n d i n g s o r a i r c r a f t 
ma in tenance . Such t r a n s m i s s i o n s can c a u s e u n n e c e s s a r y s e a r c h m i s s i o n s 
to b e conducted and can b l o c k the f r e q u e n c y f o r a c t u a l emergency u s e . 
A d v i s o r y C i r c u l a r s 00-35 and 20-81 p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e g a r d i n g E L T s . 

3 . RECOMMENDED ACTION. To a i d i n d e t e c t i n g t r a n s m i s s i o n s due to i n a d v e r ­
t en t ELT a c t i v a t i o n , i t i s recommended t h a t : 

a . P r i o r to e n g i n e shutdown a t the end o f each f l i g h t , p i l o t s tune the 
a i r c r a f t ' s VHF r e c e i v e r to 121.5 MHz and l i s t e n f o r ELT a u d i o sweeps . 

b . I f an ELT s i g n a l i s h e a r d , turn o f f y o u r a i r c r a f t f s ELT to d e t e r ­
mine i f y o u r t r a n s m i t t e r i s the one i n o p e r a t i o n . I f you f i n d t h a t 
i t had been a c t i v a t e d , maintenance may b e r e q u i r e d b e f o r e the "G" 
a c t i v a t i o n u n i t i s r e t u r n e d t o the armed p o s i t i o n . 

c . Reminders to s w i t c h o f f the ELT a t the end o f f l i g h t s b e p l a c e d 
on c h e c k l i s t s o r p l a c a r d s . Use o f o t h e r e f f e c t i v e reminders i s 
a l s o e n c o u r a g e d . 

I n a d v e r t e n t a c t i v a t i o n o f ELT, i f u n d e t e c t e d by the a i r c r a f t owner, can 
c a u s e s e r i o u s prob lems i f the s i g n a l s i n t e r f e r e w i t h those o f an 
a c t u a l emergency. a c c u a i emergency. F 4 
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